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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #5…March 1, 2023  

(chapters 13,14) Led by Terry Cooper 

 

The Story…Chapter Thirteen…The King who had it all 

• Starting well is easy, but finishing well is a lifelong project that many do not complete. 

• David had his ups and downs, but David finished well and secured a place for his son Solomon 

in the genealogy of the Messiah. 

• David had to fight and run and run and fight for many years before he found his role as king, but 

not so with Solomon…Solomon inherited the peace and security that was achieved through the 

faithful obedience of his father David. 

• David passes these words to his son before he dies: 

 

1 Kings 2:1-4 (NIV)  When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his son.  
2"I am about to go the way of all the earth," he said. "So be strong, show yourself a man, 3and observe 

what the LORD your God requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and 

requirements, as written in the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you 

go, 4and that the LORD may keep his promise to me: 'If your descendants watch how they live, and if 

they walk faithfully before me with all their heart and soul, you will never fail to have a man on the 

throne of Israel.'  

 

• David has given his son a wonderful gift…wisdom and good counsel…but will Solomon listen 

to good counsel…will this new king desire wisdom…YES! 

• God appears to Solomon and offers him anything his heart desires…what would Solomon 

request (notice the context of his encounter with God)? 

 

2 Chron. 1:6-10 (NIV)  Solomon went up to the bronze altar before the LORD in the Tent of Meeting 

and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it. 7That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, 

"Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 8Solomon answered God, "You have shown great 

kindness to David my father and have made me king in his place. 9Now, LORD God, let your promise to 

my father David be confirmed, for you have made me king over a people who are as numerous as the 

dust of the earth. 10Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to 

govern this great people of yours?"  

 

• Wow…was that the right choice…God will respond to this right choice… how??? 

 

2 Chron. 1:11-12 (NIV)  God said to Solomon, "Since this is your heart's desire and you have not asked 

for wealth, riches or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long 

life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you king, 12therefore 

wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also give you wealth, riches and honor, such 

as no king who was before you ever had and none after you will have."  

 

• Wisdom, wealth, riches and honor like no other king on earth…ever. 

• Greater wisdom than the East or Egypt…his wisdom brought world leaders to Jerusalem to see 

what God had done there. 

• He spoke 3000 proverbs and 1500 songs (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon). 
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• Not just wise words, but great deeds…418 years after the Exodus and in the 4th years of his reign 

Solomon began construction of the Temple of God in Jerusalem…the upper story plan! 

• It would take 7 years and 180,000 men to complete the construction of building that would 

measure 90’ X 30’…the place where the presence of God would dwell on the earth with man.  

 

1 Kings 8:1-11 (NIV)  Then King Solomon summoned into his presence at Jerusalem the elders of 

Israel, all the heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of the 

LORD'S covenant from Zion, the City of David. 2All the men of Israel came together to King Solomon 

at the time of the festival in the month of Ethanim, the seventh month. 3When all the elders of Israel had 

arrived, the priests took up the ark, 4and they brought up the ark of the LORD and the Tent of 

Meeting and all the sacred furnishings in it. The priests and Levites carried them up, 5and King 

Solomon and the entire assembly of Israel that had gathered about him were before the ark, 

sacrificing so many sheep and cattle that they could not be recorded or counted. 6The priests then 

brought the ark of the LORD'S covenant to its place in the inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most 

Holy Place, and put it beneath the wings of the cherubim. 7The cherubim spread their wings over 

the place of the ark and overshadowed the ark and its carrying poles. 8These poles were so long that 

their ends could be seen from the Holy Place in front of the inner sanctuary, but not from outside the 

Holy Place; and they are still there today. 9There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets that 

Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites after they came out 

of Egypt. 10When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the LORD. 
11And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled 

his temple.  

 

1 Kings 8:29-30 (NIV) 29May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which 

you said, 'My Name shall be there,' so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place. 
30Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear 

from heaven, your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.  

 

 1 Kings 8:62-63 (NIV)  Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the LORD. 
63Solomon offered a sacrifice of fellowship offerings to the LORD: twenty-two thousand cattle and a 

hundred and twenty thousand sheep and goats. So the king and all the Israelites dedicated the temple 

of the LORD.  

 

• Don’t miss the point; it’s not about Solomon, but about God’s plan to get us back! 

• That place, Jerusalem, was chosen by God himself. 

• It is the place of Abraham’s offering of his son Isaac…the Foundation Stone 

• It is the place that David purchased the threshing floor to stop the plague. 

• It is the place that God has chosen as his own, His dwelling place…the place of His Name. 

• It is the place where Jesus will return to and the place from which he will reign as the king of the 

whole earth. 

 

Zech. 14:6-9 (NIV)  On that day [the return of Christ] there will be no light, no cold or frost. 7It will be 

a unique day, without daytime or nighttime--a day known to the LORD. When evening comes, there will 

be light. 8On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the 

western sea, in summer and in winter. 9The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there 

will be one LORD, and his name the only name.  
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2 Chron. 7:11-12 (NIV)  When Solomon had finished the temple of the LORD and the royal palace, and 

had succeeded in carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the LORD and in his own palace, 
12the LORD appeared to him at night and said: "I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place 

for myself as a temple for sacrifices.  

 

2 Chron. 7:16 (NIV)  I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be there forever. 

My eyes and my heart will always be there.  

 

• The presence of God was their treasure, but this treasure came with conditions…faithfulness! 

 

2 Chron. 7:19-20 (NIV)    "But if you turn away and forsake the decrees and commands I have 

given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, 20then I will uproot Israel from my land, 

which I have given them, and will reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. I will make it a 

byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples.  

  

• Solomon’s wisdom and wealth didn’t protect him from the idolatry of his foreign wives. 

 

1 Kings 11:1-6 (NIV)  King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's 

daughter--Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2They were from nations about 

which the LORD had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely 

turn your hearts after their gods." Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3He had seven 

hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4As Solomon 

grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his 

God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 

and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. 6So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did 

not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done.  

 

• Starting well is easy, but finishing well is a lifelong project that many do not complete. 

• I think of the Apostle Paul as he faces the end of his life when he says these words. 

 

Acts 20:24 (NIV)  However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 

complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.  

 

• Finishing the Race…finishing it well…that’s my prayer for myself and for the church. 

• Solomon faded out as he neared the finish line…distracted by the pleasures of this world. 

• Solomon was enticed into the idolatry of his day…led away by the love of godless women. 

• I find one redeeming Scripture written by Solomon as he neared his finish line, and we will close 

this chapter with. 

 

Eccles. 12:12-14 (NIV)  Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books 

there is no end, and much study wearies the body.  13Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of 

the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14For God will 

bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. 

  

The Story…Chapter Fourteen…The Kingdom Torn in Two 

In the Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln said: Four score and seven years ago 

our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the 
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proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 

nation, or any nation, so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield 

of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here 

gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.  

The American Civil War pitted brother against brother, sister against sister. In a civil war, everyone who 

dies is from the same nation…in a sense, from the same family. 

Chapter 14 of The Story captures the painful and heart-wrenching account of a divided nation…God’s 

people Israel. The American Civil War spanned four years; Israel’s lasted over two hundred. In 

America, the war ended with a unified nation (over time). In Israel, the two factions never united again.  

 

• How did Israel’s civil war begin…what happened that would divide this blessed family? 

• Idolatry and apostasy…at the base of all rebellion is idolatry…to love something or someone 

other than the One True God…do you think it is coincidence that the first two commandments 

deal with idolatry??? 

• King Solomon started well, but finished poorly as he allowed his lust for foreign women to lead 

into the deadly trap of idolatry and apostasy. 

 

1 Kings 11:9-13 (NIV)  The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from 

the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10Although he had forbidden Solomon to 

follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD'S command. 11So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since 

this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, 

I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. 
12Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of 

the hand of your son. 13Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for 

the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen."  

 

• The nation of Israel…this once great family of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel) was going to 

enter into a civil war…all because of idolatry and apostasy…God will not tolerate 

unfaithfulness! 

 

1 Kings 11:43 (NIV)  Then he rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his father. And 

Rehoboam his son succeeded him as king.  

 

• Rehoboam, at least it seems (from the lower story perspective) has an opportunity to avoid a civil 

war and hold the nation of Israel together is he makes a good choice…or so it seems. 

 

1 Kings 12:1-5 (NIV)  Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all the Israelites had gone there to make him 

king. 2When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King 

Solomon), he returned from Egypt. 3So they sent for Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of Israel 

went to Rehoboam and said to him: 4"Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the 

harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you."  
5Rehoboam answered, "Go away for three days and then come back to me." So the people went away.  

 

• Is Rehoboam really in charge of this moment…or does God see in advance the foolishness of 

Rehoboam’s heart? 
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1 Kings 12:6-11 (NIV)  Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father Solomon 

during his lifetime. "How would you advise me to answer these people?" he asked.  
7They replied, "If today you will be a servant to these people and serve them and give them a 

favorable answer, they will always be your servants."  
8But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the young men who had grown 

up with him and were serving him. 9He asked them, "What is your advice? How should we answer these 

people who say to me, 'Lighten the yoke your father put on us'?"  
10The young men who had grown up with him replied, "Tell these people who have said to you, 'Your 

father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our yoke lighter'--tell them, 'My little finger is thicker than my 

father's waist. 11My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged 

you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.' "  

 

• That does it…that’s all it takes for Jeroboam and the 10 Northern Tribes to depart…listen to how 

they describe their decision to depart from the family. 

 

1 Kings 12:16 (NIV)  When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they answered the 

king:"What share do we have in David, what part in Jesse's son? To your tents, O Israel! 

Look after your own house, O David!" So the Israelites went home.  

 

• David was from the tribe of Judah, one of the 12 sons of Jacob…what share do we have in the 

family now? 

• The tribes of Judah and Benjamin will now be left alone in Jerusalem and will be called “Judah”. 

• The other 10 tribes will return home to form their own nation (under Jeroboam) called “Israel”. 

• Judah’s capital will be Jerusalem, the place of the Holy Temple. 

• Israel’s (the 10 northern tribes) capital would become “Samaria”. 

• Rehoboam (son of Solomon) was left with the smaller of the two kingdoms and he doesn’t want 

to settle for that, so his first idea is to start a war and fight their brothers to regain the entire 

kingdom, but God puts a stop to that idea. 

 

1 Kings 12:21-24 (NIV)  When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mustered the whole house of Judah 

and the tribe of Benjamin--a hundred and eighty thousand fighting men--to make war against the house 

of Israel and to regain the kingdom for Rehoboam son of Solomon. 22But this word of God came to 

Shemaiah the man of God: 23"Say to Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah, to the whole house of 

Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, 24'This is what the LORD says: Do not go up to fight 

against your brothers, the Israelites. Go home, every one of you, for this is my doing.' " So they 

obeyed the word of the LORD and went home again, as the LORD had ordered.  

 

• Here’s the first problem…how are the people of the Israel (the northern kingdom) going to 

worship God in the Temple of God which is located in Jerusalem of Judah (the southern 

kingdom)? 

 

1 Kings 12:26-31 (NIV)  Jeroboam thought to himself, "The kingdom will now likely revert to the 

house of David. 27If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem, they 

will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill me and return to 

King Rehoboam." 28After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, "It is 

too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 

Egypt." 29One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. 30And this thing became a sin; the people went 
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even as far as Dan to worship the one there. 31Jeroboam built shrines on high places and appointed 

priests from all sorts of people, even though they were not Levites.  

 

• It will be easier to worship some local golden calves than travel into Jerusalem (what are they 

thinking). 

• Idolatry and apostasy…a priesthood that is not from the tribe of Levi (the Levites remained at the 

Temple in Jerusalem). 

• Does God just turn them over to their idolatry and sin…NO! 

 

1 Kings 13:1-6 (NIV)  By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as 

Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an offering. 2He cried out against the altar by the word 

of the LORD: "O altar, altar! This is what the LORD says: 'A son named Josiah will be born to the house 

of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who now make offerings here, and 

human bones will be burned on you.' " 3That same day the man of God gave a sign: "This is the sign the 

LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out."  
4When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel, he 

stretched out his hand from the altar and said, "Seize him!" But the hand he stretched out toward 

the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. 5Also, the altar was split apart and its ashes 

poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by the word of the LORD.  
6Then the king said to the man of God, "Intercede with the LORD your God and pray for me 

that my hand may be restored." So the man of God interceded with the LORD, and the king's hand was 

restored and became as it was before.  

 

• Did this change Jeroboam…did he change his ways…NO! 

• Because of his idolatry and apostasy against God, the Lord dealt severely with his entire family. 

 

1 Kings 13:33-34 (NIV)  Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but once more 

appointed priests for the high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who wanted to become a priest he 

consecrated for the high places. 34This was the sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its downfall 

and to its destruction from the face of the earth.  

 

• Did all of this change God’s plan and covenant with Abraham? 

• Did all of this change God’s plan to do whatever it takes to get us back? 

• There was one bright spot in chapter 14 of The Story…his name was “Asa”. 

 

1 Kings 15:9-15 (NIV)  In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa became king of Judah, 
10and he reigned in Jerusalem forty-one years. His grandmother's name was Maacah daughter of 

Abishalom. 11Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as his father David had done. 12He 

expelled the male shrine prostitutes from the land and got rid of all the idols his fathers had made. 13He 

even deposed his grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother, because she had made 

a repulsive Asherah pole. Asa cut the pole down and burned it in the Kidron Valley. 14Although he did 

not remove the high places, Asa's heart was fully committed to the LORD all his life. 15He brought into 

the temple of the LORD the silver and gold and the articles that he and his father had dedicated.  

• Idolatry and apostasy are unfaithfulness. God did not tolerate it then and he will not tolerate it 

today…Jesus said: Mark 8:38 (NIV)  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his 

Father's glory with the holy angels."  


