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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #4…Feb. 22, 2023  

(chapters 10,11,12) Led by Terry Cooper 

 

The Story…Chapter Ten…Standing Tall, Falling Hard… 

• In the 1800’s Charles Caleb Colton coined the phrase, “Imitation is the sincerest form of 

flattery.” Of course He was simply observing what had been part of human nature for all history. 

People tend to do what the people around them are doing…for better or for worse. 

• Thus we have a great contrast tonight between the last of Israel’s Judges (Samuel) and the first of 

Israel’s kings (Saul). 

• Samuel and his life are very much in the likeness of God’s character and in perfect harmony with 

the upper story plan of God…very different from the world’s ways. 

• The heart of Israel and their call for an earthly king (Saul) was so they could be imitate the 

worlds ways, and thus depart from the real upper story plan of God. 

• Let’s start with Samuel, the last judge of Israel. 

 

1 Samuel 1:2 (NIV)  He (Elkanah) had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. 

Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none.  

• Israel operated under the “Be fruitful and multiply” direction of God and failing to have children 

was a heavy burden in this culture…it gets worse with a competing wife. 

 

1 Samuel 1:6 (NIV)   And because the Lord had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order 

to irritate her.  

• How will Hannah deal with this irritation and shame? 

1 Samuel 1:9-11 (NIV) Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. 

Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the Lord's temple. [10] In bitterness of soul 

Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord. [11] And she made a vow, saying, "O Lord Almighty, if you 

will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a 

son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his 

head."  

• Hannah gives her child to the Lord (each year she took him a robe), as she had promised. 

• By the way, how did God reward her faith and devotion…3 sons and 2 daughters). 

• Samuel’s first test…God’s message is not a popular one. 

1 Samuel 3 (NIV) The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the 

Lord was rare; there were not many visions  [7] Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of 

the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.[10] The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other 

times, "Samuel! Samuel!"    Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." [11] And the Lord 

said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears 

of it tingle. [12] At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family--from 

beginning to end. [13] For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew 
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about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them. [14] Therefore, I swore to 

the house of Eli, 'The guilt of Eli's house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.' “[15] Samuel 

lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the Lord. He was afraid to tell Eli the 

vision,  

• Will Samuel actually tell Eli and how will Eli respond? 

1 Samuel 3:16-21 (NIV)   but Eli called him and said, "Samuel, my son."Samuel answered, "Here I 

am."     [17] "What was it he said to you?" Eli asked. "Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, 

be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you." [18] So Samuel told him everything, 

hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, "He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes." [19] The 

Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground. [20] And all Israel 

from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. [21] The Lord 

continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.  

• Did God (upper story plan) do what He said He would do to Eli and his family? 

• The Ark of God was lost along with 30,000 foot soldiers including Hophni and Phinehas to the 

Philistines and the bad news came to Eli. 

 

1 Samuel 4:17-18 (NIV) The man who brought the news replied, "Israel fled before the Philistines, and 

the army has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of 

God has been captured." [18] When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the 

side of the gate. His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man and heavy. He had led Israel 

forty years.  

• Now…contrast the Samuel’s (last judge) story to the story of Saul (Israel’s first king). 

1 Samuel 8:4-7 (NIV)  So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 

5They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, 

such as all the other nations have." 6But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased 

Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 7And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to 

you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.  

• This is what some call the Jr. High phase of Israel…We want to be like everyone else. 

• Do you really think your way will be better than God’s way? 

1 Samuel 8:19 (NIV) [19] But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want a king 

over us. [20] Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and 

fight our battles."  

• Be careful what you ask for…The Lord might just give it to you. 

• Their minds are made up, we want an earthly king…So God gives them a king and fills that king 

with the Spirit of God so that he might find success. 

• Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty-two years. 
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1 Samuel 13:13-14 (NIV)  "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the 

LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 

14But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and 

appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD'S command."  

The word “church” in the New Testament is “Ekklesia” which means “The Called Out 

Ones”…think about it…Do not conform to the patterns or ways of this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of you minds…so that we might know the perfect will of God. (Romans 12). 

The Story…Chapter Eleven…From Shepherd to King  

• Sometime you just have to move on…You need to stop grieving and mourning and wondering 

how things might have been and accept that the upper story plan will be accomplished. 

• Samuel is mourning and God is grieving how things have worked out with King Saul, but 

nothing is going to stop the upper story plan of God…it’s time to move on…let’s pick up the 

story from chapter 10 and move on. 

 

1 Samuel 15:32-16:2 (NIV)  Then Samuel said, "Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites."Agag came to 

him confidently, thinking, "Surely the bitterness of death is past." 33But Samuel said, "As your sword 

has made women childless, so will your mother be childless among women." And Samuel put Agag to 

death before the LORD at Gilgal. 34Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah 

of Saul. 35Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. 

And the LORD was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel. 16:1The LORD said to Samuel, "How 

long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and 

be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king."  
2But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me." 

 

• Saul is still the king and what will he do when he hears about Samuel anointing his replacement? 

• There is a verse that I want to consider about Samuel before we turn our attention to 

David…why are the elders of Bethlehem trembling with fear? 

 

1 Samuel 16:4 (NIV)  Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 

town trembled when they met him. They asked, "Do you come in peace?"  

 

• Samuel was not a people pleaser or a politician (that’s what earthly kings do), but he was a man 

of God…thus the fear, respect and reverence of Samuels presence. 

• Samuel is still a man, and as a man he couldn’t help but look at the outside appearance of Jesse’s 

oldest son Eliab. 

 

1 Samuel 16:6-7 (NIV) When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD'S anointed 

stands here before the LORD." 7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his 

height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  

 

• There is so much to be learned about God in this verse…He’s looking for character and 

integrity…He’s looking for one who will reveal His glory and nature to a watching world…that 

has more to do with the inside of a man/woman than the outside. 
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• Seven of Jesse’s sons pass by and God says no to all seven…Even Jesse couldn’t imagine “the 

runt” being the one. 

 

1 Samuel 16:11-14 (NIV) 11 So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" "There is still the 

youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit 

down until he arrives." 12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and 

handsome features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one." 13 So Samuel took the 

horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD 

came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 14 Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed 

from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him.  

1. God has chosen David, not Samuel. 

2. David’s father and brothers all knew and witnessed the anointing and calling of God. 

3. The Spirit of the Lord comes upon David (in power) and it departs from Saul (replaced by evil). 

• Remember…Saul is still the king and will be for the next 14 years…David has received the 

anointing, but the inauguration will not occur for 14 years…how will David’s brothers respond? 

• When David comes to deliver food and check on his brothers in the time of Goliath…how will 

Eliab respond to his little runt brother (tell me this doesn’t sound like a normal family of 

brothers)? 

 

1 Samuel 17:28-29 (NIV)  When Eliab, David's oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he 

burned with anger at him and asked, "Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave 

those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came 

down only to watch the battle." 29"Now what have I done?" said David. "Can't I even speak?"  

 

• David kills Goliath through the power of the Holy Spirit that is upon him. 

• David’s victory over Goliath has plunged him into the spotlight of all of Israel and Saul feels 

threatened. 

 

1 Samuel 18:6-8 (NIV)  When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the 

women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful 

songs and with tambourines and lutes. 7As they danced, they sang: "Saul has slain his thousands, and 

David his tens of thousands."  8Saul was very angry; this refrain galled him. "They have credited David 

with tens of thousands," he thought, "but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the 

kingdom?"  

 

• Who do you think Saul planned to succeed him on the throne of Israel (Jonathan or David)? 

• Jonathan however understood that David was indeed the anointed of God. 

• Why would God allow Saul to chase and torment David for 14 years? 

• Why would God allow Joseph to be a slave and in prison for 13 years in Egypt? 

• God is holy and righteous and He wants his followers and his appointed leaders to reveal his 

holiness and righteousness to a watching world. 

• God is using these 14 years to shape the character and integrity of David as the king that would 

reveal the Messiah to a watching and waiting world. 

 

1 Samuel 24:5-12 (NIV)  Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his 

robe. 6He said to his men, "The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the LORD'S 
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anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD." 7With these words David 

rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way. 8Then 

David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, "My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, 

David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 9He said to Saul, "Why do you 

listen when men say, 'David is bent on harming you'? 10This day you have seen with your own eyes how 

the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, 'I 

will not lift my hand against my master, because he is the LORD'S anointed.' 11See, my father, look at this 

piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now understand 

and recognize that I am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are 

hunting me down to take my life. 12May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD 

avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you.  

 

• David is revealing the character of God to all there that day. 

• How would Saul respond to this righteous man of God? 

 

1 Samuel 24:16-17 (NIV)  When David finished saying this, Saul asked, "Is that your voice, David my 

son?" And he wept aloud. 17"You are more righteous than I," he said. "You have treated me well, but I 

have treated you badly.  

 

• King Saul and his son Jonathan (and two brothers) will eventually die in a battle with the 

Philistines all in the same day (Eli, Hophni and Phinehas all died on the same day). 

• David becomes King of Israel and he does something that will affect the world for generations to 

come. 

2 Samuel 5:1-7 (NIV)  All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, "We are your own 

flesh and blood. 2In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel on their 

military campaigns. And the LORD said to you, 'You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will 

become their ruler.' " 3When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king made a 

compact with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. 4David was 

thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years. 5In Hebron he reigned over Judah 

seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. 
6The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites, who lived there. The Jebusites said 

to David, "You will not get in here; even the blind and the lame can ward you off." They thought, 

"David cannot get in here." 7Nevertheless, David captured the fortress of Zion, the City of David.  

 

• David brings the ark into Jerusalem and God tells him that his son (Solomon) will build a 

permanent temple there. Then God reveals the real “upper story” plan to David…”Messiah”. 

 

2 Samuel 7:16 (NIV)  Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 

established forever.'  

  

The Story…Chapter Twelve…The Trials of a King 

• Have you ever played dominos? Domino’s have a way of showing us that one event, one fall, 

can have a great influence on something very close and even at a great distance. By the way, the 

world record for dominos is 4,234,037. 

• In chapter 12 of The Story we see one event, one bad decision put in motion a series of events 

that would change a family and reveal the justice and mercy of God. 

• Three things become evident as we read the lower story events of chapter 12: 
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1. We all have a sin nature that compels us to do the wrong thing. 

2. Our sin and rebellion will affect the lives of others and God himself. 

3. There are consequences for our choices, even if we find forgiveness. 

• This chapter begins with “all is well”…David and the nation of Israel are on top of the world. 

 

2 Samuel 8:15 (NIV)  David reigned over all Israel, doing what was just and right for all his people.  

 

• Then, one day everything changed…David is about to turn over a domino. 

 

2 Samuel 11:1-5 (NIV)  In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with 

the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But 

David remained in Jerusalem. 2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of 

the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3and David sent 

someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife 

of Uriah the Hittite?" 4Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. 

(She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5The woman conceived and 

sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant."  

 

• Think about the 3 items listed above as we pause in this scene of David’s lower story life. 

• What will David do when he hears these words, “I am pregnant”? 

 

2 Samuel 11:6-10 (NIV)  So David sent this word to Joab: "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent 

him to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and 

how the war was going. 8Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house and wash your feet." So 

Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance to the 

palace with all his master's servants and did not go down to his house. 10When David was told, "Uriah 

did not go home," he asked him, "Haven't you just come from a distance? Why didn't you go home?"  

 

• David’s stress level is rising because his plan to deceive Uriah has failed, failed because of 

Uriah’s integrity…the thing that David should have in full measure. 

 

2 Samuel 11:11 (NIV)  Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my 

master Joab and my lord's men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and 

drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!"  

• David even tries to get him drunk…surely that will work, but it didn’t (character won out, even 

over alcohol). 

• David at this time could have stopped and confessed and accepted the consequences, but he 

didn’t…more dominos are about to fall. 

• Murder is the only way to stop it now…or is that the ultimate deception of David? 

• Uriah dies; Bathsheba mourns and then marries the king…who will know? 

• God knows and sends Nathan to reveal the truth about the deeds of darkness…light will always 

do that. 

• Nathan tells David the story about a rich man who takes a family pet, ewe lamb from a poor man 

and David becomes furious, understanding the wrong…listen to David’s response to Nathan’s 

story. 

 

2 Samuel 12:5-9 (NIV)  David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the 

LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 6He must pay for that lamb four times over, 

because he did such a thing and had no pity." 7Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! This 
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is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the 

hand of Saul. 8I gave your master's house to you, and your master's wives into your arms. I gave you the 

house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9Why 

did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the 

Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the 

Ammonites.  

 

• David’s own words of judgment to Nathans story were what…death and pay back! 

• God is righteous and just and David’s own words were righteous and just…but he didn’t know 

they would apply to him. 

 

2 Samuel 12:10-12 (NIV)  Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you 

despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' 11"This is what the LORD says: 'Out 

of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your 

wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 12You 

did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.' "  

 

• Will this be David’s undoing…will he end up like Saul? 

• No, there was one remarkable difference…confession and genuine repentance. 

 

Psalm 51:1-17 (NIV)  For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to 

him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba…Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 

unfailing love; blot out my transgressions. 2Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.3For 

I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4Against you, you only, have I sinned and 

done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you 

judge. 5Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 6Surely you desire 

truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 7Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will 

be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you 

have crushed rejoice. 9Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.10Create in me a pure 

heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11Do not cast me from your presence or take your 

Holy Spirit from me.  12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 

me.  13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. 14Save me from 

bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15O Lord, 

open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring 

it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 

contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

  

• David’s repentance was real and it saved his life…God forgave him. 

• There can be forgiveness, but sometimes the consequences of our sin choices will remain. 

• On the 7th day the child died. 

• David’s daughter Tamar, is raped by Amnon. 

• Absalom lies with David’s concubines in broad daylight in fulfillment of the punishment of God. 

• Absalom tries to take the kingdom from his father David and is killed by David’s soldiers. 

• Were there consequences from that sexual encounter with Bathsheba…yes! 

• Was there forgiveness and restoration before God…yes! 

• David had many wives, but guess who God chose to be in the genealogy of Christ? 

 

2 Samuel 12:24 (NIV)  Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. 

She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD loved him;  
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• Solomon was chosen by God to build the Temple of God on the holy mount…the Upper Story is 

revealed. 

 

1 Chron. 22:9-10 (NIV)  But you [David] will have a son who will be a man of peace and rest, and I 

will give him rest from all his enemies on every side. His name will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel 

peace and quiet during his reign. 10He is the one who will build a house for my Name. He will be my 

son, and I will be his father. And I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.'  

 

• David not only received forgiveness from God, but his relationship with God was restored. 

• David loved God with all his heart…his passion in life was to bring glory to God. 

• David assembled the materials and wealth that would be required to build the temple…listen to 

what he said when all the offerings were coming in: 

 

1 Chron. 29:10-13 (NIV)  David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, 

"Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 11Yours, O LORD, is 

the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven 

and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 12Wealth and honor 

come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give 

strength to all. 13Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

  

• What a contrast between this King David and King Saul! 

• Both fell, but one would rationalize his sin while the other would confess and repent seeking to 

restore the relationship that would be the absolute treasure of his life. 

• Let’s close with the last verse of David’s famous Psalm. 

 

Psalm 23:6 (NIV)  Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 

the house of the LORD forever. 

 

 


