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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #3…Feb. 15, 2023  

(chapters 7,8,9) Led by Terry Cooper 

The Story…Chapter Seven…The Battle Begins 

Moses is dead and now Joshua is in charge. The irony is that Israel now finds itself in the same place 

they were 40 years earlier. The entire generation of adult men has all died in the wilderness wanderings. 

The land still flows with milk and honey and giants still inhabit the fortified cities of this Promised 

Land. What will they do this time…retreat or advance? 

 

Joshua 1:1-5 (NIV)  After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of 

Nun, Moses' aide: 2"Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross 

the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them--to the Israelites. 3I will give you every place 

where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, 

and from the great river, the Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on the west. 5No one 

will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; 

I will never leave you nor forsake you.  

 

• This is not a new promise (vs. 3)…it’s the same promise that God had given them 40 years ago. 

• The upper story plan is the same…what will happen in the lower story…advance or retreat. 

• In vs. 5 above God makes a promise to Joshua…this is God’s part…now look at Joshua’s part. 

 

Joshua 1:6-9 (NIV)  "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I 

swore to their forefathers to give them. 7Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law 

my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 

wherever you go. 8Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 

night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 

successful. 9Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 

discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."  

 

• Be strong and very courageous…A People of Power and Courage! 

• Be careful to obey the all the law that God gave through Moses…A People of the Word & 

Obedient! 

• Do not deviate from that law…the Word of God (to the right or the left)…A Prosperous People. 

• Do not let the Book of the law depart from your mouth or your meditations… A Shining People. 

• A people marked by God Himself…the mark of His covenant! 

 

Joshua 5:2-3 (NIV)  At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make flint knives and circumcise the 

Israelites again." 3So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth.  

 

• The Israelites had stopped the practice of circumcision in the wilderness wandering and God 

renewed His mark on His people….Where did this originate anyway…with Abraham…the first 

Israelite. 

 

Genesis 17:12-14 (NIV)  [God to Abraham] For the generations to come every male among you who is 

eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from 

a foreigner--those who are not your offspring. 13Whether born in your household or bought with your 
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money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14Any 

uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has 

broken my covenant."  

 

• Jesus was circumcised, marked…The anti-christ (the beast) will have a mark as well. 

 

Rev. 14:9-12 (NIV)  A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone worships the 

beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10he, too, will drink of the 

wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented 

with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11And the smoke of their torment 

rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or 

for anyone who receives the mark of his name." 12This calls for patient endurance on the part of the 

saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.  

 

• Have you ever thought of Christian Baptism as a public marking..Jesus was baptized. 

 

Col. 2:11-12 (NIV)  In him [Jesus] you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not 

with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12having been 

buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him 

from the dead.  

 

• Jericho was their first test…a very specific test…7 priests, 7 trumpets, 7 days. 

 

Joshua 6:1-7 (NIV)  Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no 

one came in. 2Then the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with 

its king and its fighting men. 3March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 
4Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams' horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around 

the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5When you hear them sound a long blast on 

the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people 

will go up, every man straight in." 6So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, "Take up 

the ark of the covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it." 7And he 

ordered the people, "Advance! March around the city, with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of 

the LORD."  

 

• Everyone was killed (women and children) except Rahab and her family…does this seem harsh? 

• Achan’s sin cost the Israelites deeply in the battle for Ai…Achan died a horrible death for his 

sin. 

Before the Allied forces landed on the beaches of Normandy on June 6, 1944 General George Patton 

issued this charge to those troops…I don’t want to get any messages saying, ‘I am holding my position’. 

We are not holding. We are advancing constantly, and we are not interested in holding onto anything. 

“Our basic plan of operation is to advance and to keep on advancing regardless of whether or not we 

have to go over, under or through the enemy.” 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." …[retreat or advance] 
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In the lower story…the giants are bigger than the Israelites. In the upper story…God is bigger 

than the giants. 

 

The Story…Chapter Eight…A Few Good Men…and Womem 

Albert Einstein once said that insanity is “doing the same thing over and over again and expecting 

different results.” If this is the real definition, then you might say that Israel had moments and years of 

insanity. Of the 330 years in this Promised Land (under judges), we know that they lived under 

oppression for 111 years out of the 330. That oppression came under 6 different nations, with periods of 

obedience followed by periods of disobedience. How many times did we see the following cycle in the 

nation of Israel? 

 

1. Israel sins. 

2. God removed his protection, and a foreign nation occupies and oppresses Israel. 

3. Israel suffers, repents and cries out to God. 

4. God hears their cries and raises up a judge to lead them out of oppression and bondage. 

5. Prosperity and peace return to the people and then the cycle begins again…INSANITY??? 

• To understand God and His divine nature we should study how He works in this cycle. 

• Remember He chooses the most unusual people to do the most astounding things (Abraham, 

Moses, Fishermen). 

• In the period of the judges (15 in all), God used a woman (Deborah) a farmer (Gideon) and 

supernatural birth through a barren couple (Samson, a woman crazy long haired muscle man) to 

display His amazing acts of grace.  

 

1 Cor. 1:27-29 (NIV)  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 

weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 

things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him.  

 

Gideon…the Farmer 

Judges 6:1 (NIV)  [Look for the cycle of insanity] Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, 

and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites.  

 

Judges 6:6-12 (NIV)  Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help.  
7When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, 8he sent them a prophet, who said, "This is 

what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9I 

snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from 

before you and gave you their land. 10I said to you, 'I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of 

the Amorites, in whose land you live.' But you have not listened to me." 11The angel of the LORD [who 

is this person] came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where 

his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12When the angel of 

the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior."  

 

• How do you think Gideon will respond to this Angel of the Lord (I thought he was a farmer)? 

• Don’t miss the context here…Gideon is threshing wheat in a winepress to hide the grain from 

bandits. 

• In this desperate moment Gideon hears these words, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." 

• How would you answer? 
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Judges 6:13 (NIV)  "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? 

Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up 

out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian."  

 

• Gideon uses the word “Sir” when he addresses the Angel of the Lord…good choice. 

• How will God answer the “WHY”? 

 

Judges 6:14 (NIV)  The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out 

of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"  

 

• You are my answer Gideon…Am I not sending you? 

• Pause now and look at us today…can you hear these same words today (Go in strength, I am 

sending you)? 

• What is our likely response when God turns it back to us? 

 

Judges 6:15 (NIV)  "But Lord," Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."  

 

• This whole problem with Midian began by God’s people not believing and obeying God…right? 

• What is Gideon demonstrating in this scene…not believing and obeying God…what about us? 

• Finally Gideon agrees to believe God (after several convincing supernatural signs from God). 

 

Judges 7:2-3 (NIV)  The LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into 

their hands. In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, 3announce 

now to the people, 'Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.' " So 

twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained.  

 

• 32,000 reduced to 10,000 reduced to 300…is this crazy or what? 

• 300 water lappers with jars of clay, torches and trumpets vs. countless thousands. 

• Who fights and wins this battle with the Midianites…whose battle is it anyway (dreams, fear and 

self destruction)? 

 

Judges 7:13-15 (NIV)  Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. "I had a dream," he 

was saying. "A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with 

such force that the tent overturned and collapsed." 14His friend responded, "This can be nothing other 

than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the whole camp 

into his hands." 15When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped God. He returned 

to the camp of Israel and called out, "Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite camp into your hands."  

 

Judges 7:22 (NIV)  When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout 

the camp to turn on each other with their swords.  

 

• Let’s be honest tonight…when do we get in the most trouble in our lives (individually and as a 

nation)? 

• The good news is this…Israel and we today are just one step away from the blessing! 

 

1 John 1:9 (NIV)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness. [ANYTHING ELSE IS TRULY INSANITY] 
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The Story…Chapter Nine…The Faith of a Foreign Woman  

By the time we reach chapter 9 in “The Story” and you see how God is raising up a great nation and 

family called Israel you might begin to wonder…What about me, a Gentile? How can I get into this 

family? Tonight will be a refreshing answer to that important question as we see the “Upper Story” view 

of the “Kinsman Redeemer”. 

 

• We are still in the times of the Judges (between Joshua and the first King…Saul). 

• The lower story picks up with a family of Ephrathites in Bethlehem which are experiencing a 

famine and it’s around 700 years BC. 

• This famine is so severe that Elimelek decides to take his wife Naomi and their two young sons; 

Mahlon and Kilion to Moab (Moabites were enemies of Israel because they had oppressed Israel 

for 18 years) to keep from starving to death. 

• Shortly after their arrival in Moab, Naomi’s husband dies and leaves her alone with two sons in a 

foreign land. 

• The two sons marry Moabite women and 10 years later both of the sons die leaving Naomi (a 

Jew) alone in the land of Moab…sounds pretty bleak doesn’t it? 

• Naomi receives the news that God has blessed her homeland with food and Naomi makes plans 

(after some 10 years) to return to Bethlehem with her two husbandless daughters in law. 

• Naomi pleads with the two to remain in their homeland of Moab…one agrees to remain behind, 

but Ruth refuses and in essence accepts the God of Israel as her God. 

 

Ruth 1:16-17 (NIV)  But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where 

you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 
17Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, 

if anything but death separates you and me."  

 

• This decision of Ruth to go with Naomi and accept the God of Naomi’s people is part of the 

upper story, but they don’t know it yet…There is still “misery” in their lives as they travel to 

Bethlehem. 

 

Ruth 1:19-21 (NIV)  So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in 

Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, "Can this be 

Naomi?" 20"Don't call me Naomi," she told them. "Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my 

life very bitter. 21I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? 

The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me."  

 

• Naomi is crushed and hopeless (hunger and death had been her life) at this point and she blames 

God for her trouble (she can’t see the upper story…not yet anyway). 

• Naomi and Ruth set up life again on the old homestead and Ruth goes out to “glean” with those 

like her that live in poverty (protected by the Jewish law that leaves room for the poor). 

• Whose field does Ruth happen to glean in on her first day…Boaz…a close relative. 

• Boaz just so happens to be in the field that day and notices Ruth…He has already heard of her 

great love for her mother in law and his kin. 
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Ruth 2:11-12 (NIV)  Boaz replied, "I've been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law 

since the death of your husband--how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to 

live with a people you did not know before. 12May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May 

you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take 

refuge."  

• I’m not so sure that Boaz really understood that those wings of the Lord were going to cover 

both of them…The Kinsman Redeemer is revealed. 

• Under the Jewish law the Kinsman Redeemer would marry her, love her, take care of her, pay off 

her debts and redeem the land (the land was their identity and the family name must continue). 

• The Kinsman Redeemer would assume great risk and no profit to fulfill his responsibility under 

the law. 

 

Ruth 3:2-4 (NIV) [Naomi to Ruth]  Is not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, a kinsman of 

ours? Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. 3Wash and perfume yourself, and put 

on your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but don't let him know you are there until he 

has finished eating and drinking. 4When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and 

uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do."  

 

Ruth 3:9-11 (NIV)  "Who are you?" he asked. "I am your servant Ruth," she said. "Spread the corner 

of your garment over me, since you are a kinsman-redeemer." 10"The LORD bless you, my daughter," 

he replied. "This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier: You have not run after the 

younger men, whether rich or poor. 11And now, my daughter, don't be afraid. I will do for you all you 

ask. All my fellow townsmen know that you are a woman of noble character.  

• Look at Boaz’s words above to Ruth…they are prophetic…the word “wings” and “garment” are 

used in the same way here in the Hebrew language. 

• Why would Boaz risk everything to redeem Ruth (look at the upper story)? 

 

Matthew 1:5 (NIV)  Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, 

whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse,  

• Can you see the upper story now? 

• Boaz knew what it was like to be a foreigner in need of a homeland with hope. 

• Boaz and Ruth marry and have a son named “Obed” who has a son named “Jesse” who has a son 

named “King David”….who 28 generations later will have named “JESUS”. 

• Why would God use a pagan Canaanite prostitute in the genealogy of Jesus? 

• Why would God put a pagan Moabite in the genealogy of Jesus? 

 

Ephes. 2:11-13 (NIV)  Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 

"uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of 

men)-- 12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 

Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 

13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of 

Christ. John 1:10-13 (NIV)  He [Jesus] was in the world, and though the world was made through him, 

the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own [the Jews], but his own did not 

receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God-- 13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband's will, but born of God.  


