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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #2…Feb. 8, 2023  

(chapters 4,5,6) Led by Terry Cooper 

 

The Story…Chapter Four…The Deliverance 

• Be careful when you say, “I could never” or “I would never.” God might just call you to do the 

very thing you are sure would never show up on the radar of your life. 

• Have you noticed a particular method of God yet…He seems to choose the most unlikely of 

people to do the most incredible things (Abram and now Moses). 

 

1 Cor. 1:27-29 (NIV)  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 

weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 

things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him.  

 

• God had already told the original Hebrew, Abram, about the details of His upper story future. 

 

Genesis 15:13 (NIV)  Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be 

strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years.  

 

• Bear in mind that this announcement of God came to Abram before he had any children (there 

were no Hebrews yet). 

• If you ever wonder if God is in absolute control or not…read this about the Exodus from Egypt. 

 

Exodus 12:40-41 (NIV)  Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41At 

the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD'S divisions left Egypt.  

 

• Can we guess what the 30-year difference was (they were not slaves during Joseph’s life)? 

• We have no specific record in the Scriptures that God spoke or communicated with any of the 

Hebrews from the time of Joseph to the time of Moses (430 years). 

• How does God introduce himself to Moses (raised in Egypt and spent 40 years in Midian)? 

 

Exodus 3:5-6 (NIV)  [at the burning bush] "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, 

for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was 

afraid to look at God.  

 

• How was Moses going to introduce God to the Hebrews in Egypt (565 years after Abram, 400 

years after Joseph)? 

 

Exodus 3:13-15 (NIV)  Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of 

your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" 
14God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to 

you.' " 15God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the 

name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.  

 

• God’s identity is in His people…Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

• I AM…in Hebrew is “Yahweh”…The self existent One. 
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• I AM is right on time and is about to reveal His divine power through the 10 plagues in Egypt. 

• God is sovereign and hardens Pharaoh’s heart through all of these plagues in order to reveal 

himself not only to the Israelites, but to the world. 

 

Romans 9:17 (NIV)  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I 

might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."  

 

• Abraham and the call to sacrifice his son, Isaac was a preview of the coming Messiah (your only 

son)….the woman’s seed will crush the serpents head. 

• Now, Moses and the final plague would be another preview of the coming Messiah (the sacrifice 

of the One and Only Son) through the Passover…the woman’s seed… 

 

Exodus 12:21-23 (NIV)  Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go at once 

and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop, dip 

it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. 

Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 23When the LORD goes through the land 

to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass 

over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.  

 

• We began The Story in week one with Adam and Sin and Death. 

• In this lower story scene we see Egypt as a picture of the world full of sin and 

slavery…struggling to keep God’s people in bondage for 400 years. 

• God’s upper story plan is to redeem the world from slavery and sin by the blood of a perfect 

Lamb. 

• In this lower story in Egypt only one thing would make the death angel “Passover” your 

house…the blood of a spotless lamb. 

 

Hebrews 9:14 (NIV)  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 

may serve the living God!  

 

• Does this help you to understand why John the Baptist said this when Jesus came to him to be 

baptized in the Jordan River? 

 

John 1:29 (NIV)  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world!  

 

• Do you ever feel unqualified, join the club! 

• This club is full of Abrahams (too old), Jacob’s (deceiver), Moses’ (slow of speech), fishermen 

(uneducated) and tax collectors (everyone hates them). 

 

Luke 10:21 (NIV)  At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 

them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. [and their deliverance from their 

bondage will come at exactly the right time] 

 

The Story…Chapter Five…New Commands and a New Covenant 

• The next time you pass through the intersection of 127 and 44 I want you to think about this 

question…What makes this intersection work…what makes it safe to travel through? 
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• The truth is this…inside of all of us is a nature that resists authority…This nature has its origin in 

the Garden of Eden (Satan the adversary) and has corrupted the entire kingdom of man…all of 

us. 

• Sin and rebellion against the will of God (don’t eat of that tree) has caused a separation to come 

between God and his ultimate creation…man. 

• We found out in Genesis 3 that God was going to do whatever it took to get us back, back into 

His presence. 

• Moses and this New Covenant was a revelation of that incredible and spectacular plan. 

• God was going to reveal to Moses (on Mt. Sinai) His plan to come down and dwell in the 

presence of these people that He was gathering as a great nation… He promised on an oath to 

Abraham some 500 years before. 

 

Deut. 7:6 (NIV)  For you [Moses/Israel] are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God 

has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.  

 

• God told Moses that there were three things that must take place for God to come down and 

dwell among His people…His treasured possession. 

1. Laws would have to be established as to how Israel would treat God and each other. 

2. God will need an appropriate place to stay when He comes down. 

3. The sin of Israel must be atoned (paid) for before He would enter their presence. 

 

#1) The Ten Commandments (rules for human behavior or “the Law”) Exodus 20 

1. 3"You shall have no other gods before me.  

2. 4"You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 

earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, 

the LORD your God, am a jealous God 

3. 7"You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name.  

4. 8"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  

5. 12"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God 

is giving you.  

6. 13"You shall not murder.  

7. 14"You shall not commit adultery.  

8. 15"You shall not steal.  

9. 16"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

10. 17"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his 

manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 

  

#2) A Place for God 

Exodus 25:8-9 (NIV)  "Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 9Make 

this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.  

 

#3) Sin must be atoned for  

Exodus 29:10-15 (NIV)  "Bring the bull to the front of the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron and his sons 

shall lay their hands on its head. 11Slaughter it in the LORD'S presence at the entrance to the Tent of 

Meeting. 12Take some of the bull's blood and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and pour 
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out the rest of it at the base of the altar. 13Then take all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of the 

liver, and both kidneys with the fat on them, and burn them on the altar. 14But burn the bull's flesh and 

its hide and its offal outside the camp. It is a sin offering.  

 

• Don’t get caught up in the laws or legalism here and miss the main point…God was going to do 

whatever it took to get us back…that’s the main point here…but it must be His Way! 

• Everything regarding God and Israel from Abraham to the time of Jesus was a revealing of the 

coming Messiah…the woman’s seed will crush the serpents head…when God would become 

flesh and dwell among us! 

 

Can you see Jesus in the Tabernacle? 

• The tabernacle fence had a gate, but only one gate…only one way in…always facing East. 

• The bronze altar…blood must be spilled before you could go any further. 

• The bronze laver…washing must take place before you could go any further. 

• Holy Place…Lamp stand, Table of Showbread and Altar of Incense. 

• The veil that separates the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. 

• The Ark of the Covenant with the Mercy Seat and two Cherubim…THE THRONE OF GOD! 

• Inside the Ark were three articles (Aaron’s staff, manna, stone tablets of the law). 

• All of this was so that God would come down and be with them. 

 

Hebrews 8:5 (NIV)  They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is 

why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything 

according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."  

 

Deut. 18:15 (NIV)  The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 

brothers. You must listen to him.  

 

• All of this so that God would come down and dwell with His treasured possession. 

• When it was time to move from the mountain toward the Promised Land…Moses said: 

 

Exodus 33:12-23 (NIV)  Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but 

you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you 

have found favor with me.' 13If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and 

continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people." 14The LORD replied, 

"My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." 15Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence 

does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16How will anyone know that you are pleased with me 

and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the 

other people on the face of the earth?" 17And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have 

asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name." 18Then Moses said, "Now show me 

your glory." 19And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will 

proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 

have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one 

may see me and live." 21Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 
22When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have 

passed by. 23Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen."  
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The Story…Chapter Six…Wandering 

• Have you ever missed an off ramp and had to travel a great distance to turn around and get to 

where you wanted to go? 

• The journey from Mt. Sinai to the Promised Land should have only taken a month of two, but it 

ends up taking 40 years…it took 240 times longer than it needed to…wow! 

• So close and yet so far…for many people this will be ‘their story’ as it was for the Children of 

Israel. 

• The children of Israel spent about a year in the area near Mt. Sinai building the tabernacle, 

establishing the priesthood and learning how to live this new life as the “Children of God. 

• Remember, they had spent their entire life in the land of Egypt, as slaves and now their freedom 

has brought some difficulties which ignites the rabble (sound familiar). 

 

Numbers 11:1-6 (NIV)  Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, 

and when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the LORD burned among them and 

consumed some of the outskirts of the camp. 2When the people cried out to Moses, he prayed to the 

LORD and the fire died down. 3So that place was called Taberah, because fire from the LORD had burned 

among them. 4The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing 

and said, "If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost--also the 

cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything 

but this manna!"  

 

• Moses becomes stressed out at all the complaining and whining and God sends meat…O did He 

send them meat. 

 

Numbers 11:18-23 (NIV)  "Tell the people: 'Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when 

you will eat meat. The LORD heard you when you wailed, "If only we had meat to eat! We were better 

off in Egypt!" Now the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. 19You will not eat it for just one 

day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, 20but for a whole month--until it comes out of your nostrils 

and you loathe it--because you have rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed before him, 

saying, "Why did we ever leave Egypt?" 21But Moses said, "Here I am among six hundred thousand men 

on foot, and you say, 'I will give them meat to eat for a whole month!' 22Would they have enough if 

flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were 

caught for them?"  
23The LORD answered Moses, "Is the LORD'S arm too short? You will now see whether or not what I 

say will come true for you."  

 

• Did you catch it…why did we ever leave Egypt…do you think they are getting the “upper story” 

(every time I read this part I grieve for Moses and the awesome task he was given)? 

• Even Moses has doubts about the limits of Gods power in the midst of his stressful calling. 

• Be careful what you wail and whine about…you might get it. 

 

Numbers 11:31-34 (NIV)  Now a wind went out from the LORD and drove quail in from the sea. It 

brought them down all around the camp to about three feet above the ground, as far as a day's walk in 

any direction. 32All that day and night and all the next day the people went out and gathered quail. No 

one gathered less than ten homers. Then they spread them out all around the camp. 33But while the meat 

was still between their teeth and before it could be consumed, the anger of the LORD burned against the 
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people, and he struck them with a severe plague. 34Therefore the place was named Kibroth Hattaavah, 

because there they buried the people who had craved other food.  

 

• This scene describes the heart condition of man when it comes to a relationship with God. 

• Even Moses’ brother and sister eventually begin to complain against Moses. 

• By the way, don’t look down on these newly freed slaves for this heart condition still exists in all 

of us today. 

• Finally, this huge mass of people reach the Jordan River and they choose twelve men to spy out 

their destination land…Canaan…the Land the flows with milk and honey…The Promised. 

• It’s called the Promised Land because God started this story some 650 years earlier with a 

“promise” to Abram. 

• These 12 spies will spend 40 days checking out their new home and wow was it awesome, 

except for one problem…there were giants there. 

 

Numbers 13:28 (NIV)  (conclusion of 10 of those leaders) 

But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw 

descendants of Anak there. Numbers 13:33 (NIV)  We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of 

Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same 

to them."  

 

Numbers 13:30 (NIV)  (conclusion of 2 of those leaders) 

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the 

land, for we can certainly do it."  

 

• That was it…God used their own words and actions against them…one year of wandering in the 

wilderness for every day you spend spying out the land that I promised to give to you. 

• I’ve learned a valuable lesson in life… It’s not just about the destination it’s also about how I 

look at the journey. 

 

Numbers 26:51 (NIV)  The total number of the men of Israel was 601,730. 

 

• 2 of 601,730 are not very good odds are they? 

• It didn’t just affect the 601,728 did it? 

• Recalculating!!! 

• Let there be no mistake…’The Grasshopper Complex” still exists today. 

• Follows the GPS…The GOD POSITIONING SYSTEM 

• Trust Him…you won’t know how to get to the Promised Land without His divine GPS. 

• Right now, each of us is on a road trip, in some ways similar to the Children of Israel. 

• We’ve been set free from bondage by our Deliverer, Jesus. 

• He has told us to follow Him through the wilderness and He will take us to the Promised Land. 

 

Matthew 7:14 (NIV)  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

 

OUR DELIVERER WILL COME TO SET US FREE FROM OUR BONDAGE AT EXACTLY 

THE RIGHT TIME. 


