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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #1…Feb. 1, 2023  

(chapters 1, 2 &3) Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• It was 10 years ago, that NCC started a 31-week Sunday night study called, The Story.  

• We did this study for all age groups during our Sunday night services…everyone loved the 

study. 

• We’re about to do it again in a condensed form which I’ve labeled, “From the Beginning to the 

End”. 

• It is my plan to transform that 31-week study into 13 weeks. 

• These 13 weeks will take us from Genesis to Revelation at warp speed, but the goal is simple. 

• This study helps us see the entire Bible as a single story vs. 66 individual and separate books. 

• We begin in the beginning… 

The Story chapter one…Creation. 

• Sometimes we need to get back to the basics…the foundations of our faith…the foundation of 

The Story…God’s Story. 

• The story is told of the legendary Green Bay Packers coach, Vince Lombardi starting the season 

by holding up a game ball and saying with slow clarity, “Gentlemen, this is a football.” 

Similarly, to help his basketball players focus on the fundamentals, the great UCLA coach, John 

Wooden, would begin each season by teaching his team how to correctly put on their socks and 

tie their shoes. He believed there was a right way to do these simple tasks and that these acts 

impacted the rest of the game. 

• Both Lombardi and Wooden were very successful. Their insistence on putting “first things first” 

led their teams to many victories. Without a solid foundation, they both knew that the results 

would not have been glorious.  

1. Chapter 1 of The Story is God’s version of “This is a football,” or “This is how we put on our 

socks and tie our shoes.” These opening pages provide the foundational building blocks of God’s 

Story that will lead us to Our Story. 

2. God is Creator and initiator. 

3. People are the crown of His creative activity. 

4. God wants to be in a relationship with us. 

• Though people messed up and embraced sin rather than their Creator, God loves us so much that 

He will do whatever it takes to build a bridge back to a relationship with us. 

• That’s why we find this Scripture as early as Genesis 3: 

Genesis 3:15 (NIV) 15  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."  

 

• When God looked at creation and declared it to be both “good” and “very good,” what do you 

think He was trying to express? 

 

Genesis 1:4 (NIV)  [Day One] God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the 

darkness.  
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Genesis 1:10 (NIV)  [Day Three] God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called 

"seas." And God saw that it was good.  

 

Genesis 1:12 (NIV)  [Day Three] The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their 

kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  

 

Genesis 1:18 (NIV)  [Day Four] to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. 

And God saw that it was good.  

 

Genesis 1:21 (NIV)  [Day Five] So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and 

moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to 

its kind. And God saw that it was good.  

 

Genesis 1:25 (NIV)  [Day Six] God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock 

according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And 

God saw that it was good.  

 

Genesis 1:31 (NIV)  [Day Six]  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 

evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.  

 

• People are the ultimate creation of God…WHY? 

 

Genesis 1:26-27 (NIV)    Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 

rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the 

creatures that move along the ground." 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

he created him; male and female he created them. 

  

• How does man reflect the image of God? 

• What is it about us that makes us different from the rest of creation that has the breath of life? 

• If you, like Adam could walk with God in the perfect garden of paradise, just like you would 

with a friend, what would you ask Him and why? 

• What is it today, right now, that would keep you from talking to God, as a friend? 

• Choice…man’s greatest gift and greatest curse all wrapped in the same package. 

• Do you remember that God used the word “good” after He reviewed the result of His creation? 

Notice that choice was inside of that creation as well. 

 

Genesis 2:9 (NIV)  And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were 

pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.  

 

• The ability to choose…Adam and Eve CHOSE (by eating of the forbidden fruit) to reject the 

plan of God and allow an alternate plan to enter their life. That decision didn’t just affect them, 

but all mankind! 

• The alternate plan brought “death”…thus the phrase “good and evil”. 

• God warned them about the consequences, but God still gave them the ability to choose. 
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Genesis 2:17 (NIV)  but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 

eat of it you will surely die."  

 

Genesis 3:4 (NIV)  "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman.  

 

• Have you ever thought that the act of God throwing them out of the beautiful garden was 

actually an act of grace? 

• He could have just killed them both. 

• What would happen when sin filled man encounters the very presence of the Holy God? 

• Noah and the sin that followed him past the flood proves that man will not be able to save 

themselves or modify their behavior…why? 

• Noah was still in the lineage of Adam; even though there was a worldwide flood… the sin 

nature had transferred beyond the flood. 

• But, let’s not get ahead of ourselves because that’s the rest of “The Story”. 

 

Chapter One (Creation) Summary 

In the Upper Story, God creates the Lower Story. His vision is to come down and be with us in a 

beautiful garden. The first two people reject God’s vision and are escorted from paradise. Their decision 

introduces sin into the human race and keeps us from community with God. At this moment God gives a 

promise and launches a plan to get us back. The rest of the Bible is God’s story of how he kept that 

promise and made it possible for us to enter a loving relationship with Him. 

The Story…Chapter Two…God Builds a Nation…Jumping past the Flood 

• Have you ever heard anyone say, “The Lord works in mysterious ways”? 

• Let’s face it…He does work in ways that we find “mysterious”. 

1. Who will speak for God…Moses…a man who hated public speaking. 

2. Who will lead God’s people to victory…Deborah…a woman who was not trained as a warrior. 

3. Who will be a disciple of Jesus…Matthew…a tax collector and a notorious sinner. 

4. Who will write half the books of the New Testament…Paul…a man who had destroyed churches 

and killed Christians. 

5. Now…who would you pick to make a great nation through which you would reveal God’s great 

plan to redeem and save the world (a Kingdom that would reveal the children of God). 

6. Would you pick a 75-year-old man with a wife who can’t have children? 

• Remember week one…God is going to do whatever it takes to get us back! 

• The calling of Abram is the beginning of that marvelous plan…to build a great nation, a 

kingdom that would reveal the children of God. 

 

Genesis 12:1-4 (NIV)  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your 

father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2"I will make you into a great nation and I will 

bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  4So Abram left, 

as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out 

from Haran.  

 

• Taking too long…let’s have an Ishmael… 
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• We can wait on God or we have an Ishmael in our own lives, yes even today. 

• Did you know that Ishmael had 12 sons and those 12 sons became the Arab nations that are the 

foundation of Islam? 

• Contrast that to Isaac who had Jacob….who had 12 sons that became the Israelites. 

 

The Test…The Test of Legitimate Children of God Faith 

Genesis 22:1-2 (NIV)  Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 

"Here I am," he replied. 2Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go 

to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you 

about."  

 

The Preview 

2 Chron. 3:1 (NIV)  Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount 

Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to his father David. It was on the threshing floor of Araunah the 

Jebusite, the place provided by David.  

• Abraham builds an altar on Moriah, as God had commanded. 

• The phrase…You’re “only son” appears for the first time in this scene on Mt. Moriah. 

• Generations later…King David builds an altar on this same spot to stop the plague of death in 

Jerusalem. 

• King David’s son (see above) will build the Temple of God on this same spot. 

• Where was Jesus crucified? 

• The upper story is beyond our understanding, but we can see this…GOD HAS A PLAN! 

 

Getting Personal 

• At the age of 75 Abram believed and followed God when most people would think they were 

finished…why is this significant for us today (God doesn’t do things the way we do). 

• Look at the calling of Abram (below) and list God’s part vs. Abram’s part in this great adventure 

of creating a new nation…a Kingdom that would reveal the children of God. 

 

Genesis 12:1-5 (NIV)  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your 

father's household and go to the land I will show you.  2"I will make you into a great nation and I will 

bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 4So Abram left, 

as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out 

from Haran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the 

people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  

 

• What was God looking for in Abraham….and in us today? 

 

Hebrews 11:8-9 (NIV)  By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9By faith he made 

his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and 

Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  
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• Did you ever wonder why God takes so long sometimes (Isaac was married to Rebekah for 20 

years before they had Jacob and Esau)…be honest? 

• What is faith anyway…to be sure and certain in the time of waiting. 

Summary…God’s plan (upper story) was to use this new nation called Israel (lower story) to reveal his 

presence, power, and plan to get us back. Every story of Israel will point to the first coming of 

Jesus…the One that will provide the way back to God…a Kingdom that reveals the children of God. 

 

The Story…Chapter Three…Joseph, from Slave to Deputy Pharaoh 

• Pain avoidance is as natural as breathing. It is reflexive. Touch a hot plate and you will jerk your 

hand away without even thinking. If you see trouble down the road, you take an alternate route. 

It makes perfect sense to do what we can do to avoid pain and struggle. But some of God’s best 

work is done in the moments of life that feel more like a furnace than an afternoon sunbathing. 

• Sometimes a hard place is the right place for a person to meet God and become a useful 

instrument in the hand of the Master. 

 

The Lower Story continues 

• Abraham has Isaac and Isaac has Jacob (God builds a nation, a kingdom that reveals the children 

of God). 

• Jacob has 12 sons (now things are rolling). 

• Joseph, the 17-year-old dreamer and favored son with a coat of many colors takes a detour. 

• By the way…where are they all living when Joseph was 17 (Ur or Canaan)? 

• The dreams and the fancy coat are not very well received by the brothers. 

 

Genesis 37:18-19 (NIV)… [Joseph is on his way to join his brothers who are tending the sheep] But 

they [his brothers] saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. 

19"Here comes that dreamer!" they said to each other. 20"Come now, let's kill him and throw him into 

one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we'll see what comes of his 

dreams."  

• What will become of those dreams (the dreams were not Joseph’s, but God’s)? 

 

Genesis 37:26-28 (NIV)… Judah said to his brothers, "What will we gain if we kill our brother and 

cover up his blood? 27Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he 

is our brother, our own flesh and blood." His brothers agreed.  

28So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold 

him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.  

 

Genesis 37:36 (NIV)… Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh's 

officials, the captain of the guard.  

 

• The 17-year-old favored son finds himself in a foreign land as a slave to the captain of the guard. 

• Can you imagine him lying in the bed at night and saying out loud…what else can go wrong? 

• Have you ever been there? 

• Maybe he asked God about those dreams of his brothers bowing down…what was that all about? 
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• Potiphar’s wife takes a liking to Joseph and eventually accuses him of attempted rape, after his 

integrity refuses to give into her sexual advances. 

• One of my favorite scenes is found next: 

 

Genesis 39:20-23 (NIV) …Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's 

prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21the LORD was with him; he 

showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22So the warden put 

Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 

23The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, because the LORD was with Joseph 

and gave him success in whatever he did.  

• God wants to bless you in the midst of your circumstances, good or bad. 

• To do that, we must not flee from suffering, but be willing to accept it while maintaining our 

integrity, even if it doesn’t make any sense. 

• In the prison Joseph didn’t forsake God, but shared Him with those around him. 

• God gave Joseph the ability to not only have dreams, but to interpret the dreams of others (the 

cupbearer and the baker). 

• That ability from God led to Joseph being called before Pharaoh to interpret the dream of the 7 

fat cows being eaten by the 7 sickly cows. 

• Joseph’s amazing interpretation of that dream led Pharaoh to promote Joseph to Prime Minister 

over all of Egypt. 

Genesis 41:46 (NIV)… Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of 

Egypt. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh's presence and traveled throughout Egypt.  

 

• 30-17=13…It took 13 years of tragedy to produce the first year of triumph…FAITH! 

 

Romans 8:28 (NIV) …And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.  

• It was not Joseph’s plan to have dreams. It was not Joseph’s plan to be hated by his brothers. 

• It was not Joseph’s plan to be sold into slavery. It was not Joseph’s plan to live in Egypt. 

• It was not Joseph’s plan to be falsely accused of rape and thrown into prison. It was not Joseph’s 

plan to interpret the dreams of men in jail. It was not Joseph’s plan to interpret the dreams of 

Pharaoh in Egypt. 

• IT WAS GOD’S PLAN…IT WAS ALL DONE ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE (The Upper 

Story). 

• This is where we come in…where are you right now? 

• Are you a dreamer, in the cistern, in slavery, falsely accused, in a prison (don’t quit before the 

fun part…faith will deliver a kingdom and the kingdom will reveal the children of God). 

• Joseph lived to be 110 years old… 13 years of trouble brought 80 years of wonder and all his 

dreams did come true 22 years after he dreamed them…his brothers did bow down to him. 

• There were 66 people in Jacob’s family at this time who knew God…now heading for Egypt. 

• God was going to use this event to introduce Himself to millions. 

• No man would have ever dreamed up this plan, nor accomplished it… But God knew exactly 

what He was doing…400 years later that 66 people would be over 2 million (The Deliverance). 


