
Plans for Re-Gathering 
As of May 12, 2020 

Church Family, 

 

Many of you were praying for our elders and deacons as we met last night to decide when and how we will gather again for worship 

services and what it will look like when we do.  Praise God for the unity in our church's leadership and for the wisdom He provides!   

 

We are grateful for the freedom to gather and many factors (the congregational survey, discussions with other local churches/other 

area EFCA churches/our district leadership, our witness to our community, guidelines from public health officials, availability of 

volunteers, availability of sanitizing supplies, etc.) helped us determine the following: 

Re-Gathering Phases 1 & 2: The Rest of May 
Online Worship Services + Testing Onsite Worship Services with Leaders 

 

 God has used the online worship service format (Phase 1) over the last 8 weeks to not only serve the people of 
our church but also to reach many outside of our church family.  DVDs are being made and delivered to those in 
our church family without internet access.  This will continue.   
 

 While more than a third of our church family said you were ready to meet this month, there are a number of 
details we still need to work out as we plan for a totally new way of gathering for worship services.   
 

 We will use the rest of this month to continue to actively plan for a larger scale re-gathering.   

o We will be trying out some new technology. 

o We will invite our leaders and sanitizing volunteers to come to the recording of a worship service to test 

out and tweak our building setup and sanitization plans (Phase 2). 

o We will be organizing volunteers for serving in a number of ways when we gather again. 
 

 The Leadership Council will meet again on Monday, June 1.  Taking into account what we learned in our “onsite 

testing” in May along with updated recommendations from health officials, we will determine in more detail 

the how/when of Phases 3 & 4.   

Re-Gathering Phase 3: Likely Early June 
Limited Onsite Worship Services + Online Worship Services 
 

 We will try out our plans for a larger scale re-gathering by opening up services to a smaller subset of our church 

family (likely just members and their families). 

 It will likely be one worship service on Friday and one on Sunday morning.   

 Friday’s worship service would be recorded and put online Sunday morning. 

Re-Gathering Phase 4: Likely Mid-June 
Multiple Onsite Worship Services + Online Worship Services 
 

 We anticipate having 3 worship services.  1 on Friday night and 2 on Sunday (exact times yet TBD).   

 Friday’s worship service would be recorded and put online Sunday morning. 

 Some system of “reservations” for regular attendees would be put in place to help control the number of people 

in each service but space would be left in each service for guests and visitors.   

What will it look like when we gather again?  (check out page 2) 
 



What Will It Look Like When We Gather Again? 
 
Who Can Come Once We Start Holding Multiple Onsite Services? 

 Children who can stay with their parents and follow social distancing guidelines are welcome. 

 Those over 65 and those with pre-existing conditions are advised to stay home according to public health 

guidelines but we will not turn anyone away.   

 Those who have any signs or symptoms of illness should stay home but we will not have any health screening 

done at the door. 

 

What Will the Worship Service Be Like? 

 Worship services will be 1 hour and likely include all of the normal elements of our worship services. 

 Details on what congregational singing will look like are still being worked out.   

o It’s possible that one service will be led by our live worship team, another will be led by a recording of 

our worship team, and another will not have congregational singing. 

 The deaconesses have ordered supplies and are working on a plan for communion. 

 

What Will the Building Look Like? 
Prior to our meeting last night the deacons had already begun to work on a plan for how we will set up the building to 

comply with social distancing guidelines and how we will sanitize the building.  Supplies have been ordered and plans 

are being formulated.   

 There will be a maximum of 50-75 people in the building at a time.   

 Separate entry and exit doors will be used with one-way traffic in the hallways. 

 The only rooms open will be the sanctuary and restrooms (no nursery, nursing room, classrooms). 

 Metal chairs in rows set up with six feet between rows.  Families can sit together but 3 vacant seats must be left 

between unrelated individuals/groups. 

 

What Additional Sanitizing Steps Are We Taking? 

 Chairs, restrooms, and all high-touch areas like doors will be sanitized by a team after each gathering. 

 People are certainly welcome to wear masks but masks will not be required. 

 No drinking fountain, coffee, doughnuts, or food from home will be available.  

 No printed materials will be handed out or available (no bulletin, bring your own Bible, print your own sermon 

notes page). 

 Offering plates will not be passed but offering receptacles will be available by the exit doors.   

 

What about Other Gatherings? 

 There are no children’s ministry gatherings (including Sunday School and the nursery) planned for the near 

future in our church building.   

 When we meet on June 1, the Leadership Council will determine what it will look like for other smaller groups of 

adults to meet in the church building.   

 Continued phone calls, text messages, Zoom meetings, driveway visits, bonfire gatherings, etc. are 

encouraged. 

 

When Will We Gather in One Large Group at One Sunday Morning Worship Service Again? 

 We don’t know.  But we really long for that day!   

 


