
OUR STORY 

In Matthew 16, Jesus made a promise that He will build His church and that the gates of hell will not 
prevail against it. Since that time, He has been building His church all throughout the world.  
 
Our local church’s story starts in 1981 as six families gathered in their homes with the idea of starting a 
church that would preach the Truth. They wanted to plant a church that would be obedient to the Word 
and loving to one another. The group began meeting together in January of 1982 and shortly after 
contacted the Evangelical Free Church of America to help them. In the fall of 1982, church planter and 
part-time pastor, Chet Larson, began serving the body, which was incorporated on June 1, 1983. Our 
first fulltime pastor was called shortly after that in 1984.  
 
We worshipped in various locations around town during the first six years as our church was blessed by 
God and grew in both stature and number. As our desire to have our own building grew, the Holy Spirit 
led our church to purchase 5 ½ acres on the west side of town. We moved into and dedicated our new 
building to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fall of 1988.  
 
Our AWANA ministry had begun in 1987 and it really took off when we moved into our new building. We 
were also able to host the EFCA Central District Conference in 1989. A missions committee was formed 
in 1993 as missions was an important focus of the church. We continue to partner with missionaries 
both locally and globally and currently give about 16% of our church budget to missions.  
 
In 1995, the Lord led us into an intentional cross-cultural ministry. Our original efforts were directed by a 
member of our church family and God blessed this Hispanic ministry to the extent that we called a 
bilingual assistant pastor in 1997. That group became an independent church (New Hope Evangelical 
Free Church) in September of 1999. As most of the people who were a part of this church moved away, 
the church eventually closed.  Since then, God has incorporated people of various ethnic backgrounds 
into our church family and we are grateful.    
 
In March of 1998, a part-time youth assistant was added to our staff. He became full-time for a short 
while before he resigned to further his education. We were served by a staff of one full-time lead pastor 
and a part-time office assistant from July 2000 until August 2018, when a full-time associate pastor was 
added. We are grateful to be a church that is not centered around or dependent upon one pastor or 
another. We are a church filled with members who genuinely love one another as we grow together and 
use our gifts to engage in our mission of making Christ known.  
 
Throughout the years, God has been gracious to us as He fulfills His promise. As we seek to be a church 

molded by God’s Word and motivated by God’s glory as we make disciples throughout God’s world, we 

continue to depend on Him to build His church. He is faithful! 


