
Sunday Morning Gathering Plans Beginning October 4 
 

Where We’ve Been 

2020 has been very unique but we’re grateful for all of the ways God has allowed us to gather.  Here’s a look at the 
history: 

 Early 1980s—March 15, 2020: Gathered together in person for worship services every Sunday. 

 March 22, 2020—May 24,2020: Online worship services only for 10 consecutive Sundays. 

 May 31, 2020—July 26, 2020: Online + 2 weekly in person worship services, mostly indoors for 9 weeks. 

 August 2, 2020—September 27, 2020: Online + a Sunday worship service outdoors for 9 weeks. 
 
Now that the weather is getting colder, we’re moving back indoors for the coming months.  Online worship services will 
continue to be made available for those who are not comfortable gathering with the church indoors.  Below is a brief 
summary of what will be happening in our building on Sunday mornings and further below will be answers to some 
questions you may have.  If you have other questions or concerns, please call the church office at 641.648.3305. 
 

Sunday Schedule for In-Person Gatherings Beginning October 4 
9:00-9:45  Shortened Worship Service (No Music) in the sanctuary. 
9:00-9:55 Sunday School.  Classes for preschool – high school students 
10:15-11:15 Worship Service (With Music) 

 

During the Week 

1. Do I Need to RSVP? Yes.  Because the sanctuary is set up to follow social distancing guidelines, we have a limited 
amount of space.  Therefore, all regular attenders will receive an email on Monday asking you to let us know which 
service you plan to attend on Sunday.  This will help us to ensure we don’t have too many people in one service.   
 
2. If I forget to RSVP can I still come? Yes, please still come.  

 
3. What if someone is new to our church or I want to invite a friend? Do they need to RSVP? Guests and visitors do 
not need to RSVP. We will have extra seating available in each service for them. If you know ahead of time a friend will 
join you, you are welcome to add them to your RSVP. 
 

Should I Come?  What Should I Bring? 

1. I am not comfortable coming to an onsite worship service yet. Can I continue to participate in the worship 
service online? Yes, the shortened 9:00 service will be recorded and we will make it available online as soon as we can.   

 

2. What if I just have a little cough or am not feeling 100%? Should I still come? To protect and love others, we ask 
that you stay home if you are not well and watch the service online. 
 
3. What if I have been around people who are sick or who have tested positive for COVID-19, but I am feeling 
okay? What if the school or my workplace has asked me to quarantine due to exposure to someone who tested 
positive?  
To protect and love others, we ask that in this case you stay home and participate in the worship service online. 
 
4. Can I bring my children? Of course.  We ask that you help your children understand and follow social distancing 
guidelines.  The nursery will not be available during worship services yet but the mother’s nursing lounge and changing 
area will be accessible through the women’s restroom. 
 
5. Do I need to wear a mask?  Because our meeting spaces will be set up for social distancing, masks are not required, 
but you are certainly welcome to wear one.    

 More… 



When I Arrive 

1. What door do I enter? Sunday School students can enter the normal entrance door and follow the one-way traffic 
signs.  Those coming for the worship service can enter directly through the doors at the back of the sanctuary to 
eliminate hallway congestion.  Because of the bottleneck it would create, the coat racks will be off limits so either leave 
your coat in your car or keep it with you.   
 
2. Can I stop and talk to my friend in the hallway? No. Right now, we ask that hallways only be used for moving from 
one place to another.  Once you’re in the sanctuary we ask that you be seated as soon as possible to prevent 
congestion. 
 

During the Service 

1. How do I choose where to sit?  The cushioned purple chairs are back and we have reduced the number of rows to 
allow for 6 feet of space between rows.  When you arrive, please find a seat, preferably filling in the front rows first.  
Please choose a seat on the end of a row, keeping 3 open seats between non-family members. 
 
2. Will we be singing? At 9:00 we will not.  This will help us keep that service shorter and will allow those 
uncomfortable singing with a group indoors to still attend in person.  At 10:15, we will sing 3 songs together.   
 
3. Will we be passing offering plates? No. Offering boxes are available as well as giving by mail or giving online. 
 
4. Will we take communion? Yes.  On the first Sunday of each month we will take communion from a self-contained 
and sealed package that you will pick up from a table in the back when you enter.    
 
5. Will the bathrooms be open if I need it? Yes, you are welcome to use the restrooms if needed.  Sanitizing supplies 
will be available for your use in each bathroom. 
 

Leaving the Service 

1. When the service is over, are there instructions for leaving? Yes, the back row will be dismissed first to exit out the 

back doors of the sanctuary. We ask that you exit your row to the outside aisle on your side and then exit through the 

door in the back of the sanctuary on your side. 

 

2. Can I talk with others when the service is over? Yes, you are welcome to stay and visit with others outside. Please 

keep in mind that it is safest to maintain 6 feet of distance between you and the other person. Even if that is not 

important to you, it may be important to others, so please respect and love them by following this guideline. 

 

It is so good to be together again.  Thank you for your grace and flexibility with the many adjustments of the past 

months and the continued adjustments in the days ahead.  May God help us to know Christ and equip us to make Him 

known as we gather together! 

 

 

 


