
Because of COVID-19, this year we have not shared in our annual Harvest Supper, 

an evening that includes a meal with turkey and all the trimmings, as well as a time for 

sharing things for which we’ve been grateful during the year. Therefore, it seemed 

appropriate for this Connecting Point to have some individuals share what they have 

found to be thankful for in 2020, even in a pandemic. Our hope is that we will all be 

reminded once again that God blesses his children, even when we face challenges. And 

may we all consider the ways we’ve been blessed this year, in spite of, or perhaps 

because of the unusual circumstances.   

Abner and Paty Lopez and their children 

had planned a trip to Mexico in July to visit 

Abner’s family, whom he has not seen since 

moving to Iowa five years ago and Paty and 

Natalia have not seen for seven years. The 

grandparents have never even met Eli and 

Adrian. That trip is now scheduled, hopefully, for 

December. Abner and Paty say:   

Although this year has been very different from what we had planned, and our 

plans have taken a different course, God is still here! He has not changed and He 

continues to show His love to us in many ways. We are thankful that God always has 

plans for our welfare, even if we don't understand it. We are grateful to have our 

family. And we are thankful for each day that God allows us to live and what He teaches 

us through each challenge presented to us. We’re so thankful for God's faithfulness! 

From Stacie Drew: 

      Two words come to mind when I look back on 

2020: peace and delight. Amidst the uncertainty in this 

world, Jesus Christ is my Constant One, and my Prince of 

Peace. These attributes of who He is keep growing and 

anchoring me deep within, no matter what is happening 

“outside.’” (Is 26:3) 

      Our first grandchild was born in late May, and she has 

been a true delight, a true blessing! I spend two days a 

week caring for Ellie in Des Moines, and she will always be 

our brightest memory when we look back on 2020. 
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From Tina Stauffer: 

One thing we have enjoyed is all the extra family time we were given. We were just 

getting ready for our very busy season of soccer and having to work around practices 

and games for five of our children when everything came to a screeching halt.  

I have always loved having all my children home with me. I was so excited when all 

activities started getting canceled and we were together every day and night. The 

slowness of life and having every minute to just be together was very refreshing. We 

enjoyed daily walks and bike rides, lots of extra time with Chris's parents and mine 

because they did not want to be left out, working on house projects, being outside, and 

just living life with no agenda or demands on being here or there. 

The first Sunday we received a message that there would be no school on Monday, 

the children asked if they could have a campout (that's what they call it when they all 

sleep in the same room together). I told them "sure,” thinking it might only be for one 

night. Well....we all know what happened. School continued to be canceled and 

campouts at the Stauffers’ never stopped. They had sleepovers in the living room and in 

the girls’ bedroom because it could hold enough beds for all seven!  

    Chris and I started on several house projects and one of them was finishing our 

attic. When we had some electrical work done, had it insulated, had new windows put 

in, and had laid new flooring down, I said to the children, "Maybe you can now move 

your sleepovers to the attic." I left to run some errands, and when I returned, they had 

transformed the attic into their new hangout. They had air mattresses for everyone and 

had even taken the tv from the living room! They stayed up until 2 a.m. playing games 

and hanging out together. 

All nine of us have enjoyed movie nights in the attic, and Chris and I have even 

camped out in the attic with them. We have also taken the tv outside and had movie 

night on the front porch. 

Of course, my children are just like everyone else and there are days they argue 

and need a little time alone. But I love how on most days they want to be together. And 

I love that the older 

ones want in on it all 

just as much as the 

younger ones! In the 

words of the children, 

the sibling campouts 

have been "awesome, 

fun, and exciting!" And 

to date, they are still 

occurring. 
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From Patty Baker: 

      The lives of the Bakers were not, thankfully, 

impacted or disrupted much during this time. With Dave 

being a State Trooper, his job is considered an essential 

worker. While I work at Pineview Elementary and my 

job ended suddenly, it simply started to feel like an 

extended summer vacation. Thankfully, we did not lose 

our jobs with an extended loss of pay, so God definitely 

blessed us in that way.  

      While I wasn't working and Erica was not in school, 

our lives began to feel more simplified. Schedules were 

more relaxed, which meant we had more time to enjoy 

some of the things that often have felt limited because 

of time restraints. The simple task of “free reading” 

often has felt like a chore, or we felt like we had no time 

for it. We have been able to read things that we had 

wanted to get to. Even our Bible reading time, if I'm 

honest, has felt easier.   

As Dave often has strange work hours, we appreciated having extra time during the 

day to do things that we may not have otherwise had time to do if we were not “stuck” 

at home because of a pandemic. So rather than look at the situation as inconvenient, we 

focused on the fact that God was not surprised by any of this and that ultimately the 

outcome would be in His hands, and we could just make the best of it as a family.     

From Rachel Fincham: 

In mid-March Chad's schedule looked much 

different than in the past. He primarily worked 

remotely for an extended time. With those 

changes, we were able to kickstart working on 

our old house so we could sell it and working 

on our new house so we could move in.  

 

 

 

We did so much demo and clean up 

over those next two months that I thought 

we'd be permanently covered in paint and 

dust! It was a blessing to sell our house and 

move in the new place by early June! The 

added family time was awesome, too. 

3 



Linda Guy gave us this list: 

• We set up remote video visits with Dawn Weiser. This technology was actually 

available prior to COVID, but we weren't aware of it. What a great method for 

connecting! 

• Although we missed gathering with church family on Sunday mornings, we came 

closer to true Sabbath than ever before. Because we have local family, we were 

able to gather with them for worship at home, share a meal and truly rest. 

• I participated in a summer Bible Study because it was available by Zoom.  If the 

study had met in person, I wouldn't have participated because of having to miss 

a few sessions. Since it was possible to connect from anywhere, I attended every 

session! 

• I wrote and received more letters than I have since I was a child. 

• Two of our adult kids moved home suddenly when their job situations 

changed. Our flexible schedule allowed us drove cross-country to retrieve each of 

them and their belongings. It was a blessing to have time with them and we 

enjoyed exceptional time because most evening commitments were cancelled. 

Mark Guy’s list is brief but similar: 

Blessings of this time: 

• Less busyness 

• Slower pace of life overall 

• Fewer meetings – Sometimes I feel like we have 

meetings just for the sake of having meetings. 

• Connecting with the people we live with 

• We enjoyed time in the kitchen with our kids 

who were home. 

From Kirstin Nelson:  

There have been hard days in these months, but also many opportunities for God 

to teach me much about myself for my good and His glory. It is easy to believe that 

we are in control and that we deserve certain things. But going to a grocery store 

where the shelves were emptied of certain items like toilet paper, not being 

guaranteed we would get a hospital bed if many of us became seriously ill, or coming 

home from a worship service soaked in sweat, all served as reminders for me of how 

many people in other parts of the world live every day, not just in a pandemic. I know 

there is much I still take for granted, but I am more appreciative of things now. It's 

been good to be reminded that the One who controls all things cares for us so 

faithfully, using all circumstances for our good and His glory. 

In addition, I have been blessed by the countless extra hours I never would have 

dreamed I'd be able to spend with Jeremy and our children. What a gift!  
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The hours Jeremy, Pastor Stan, Bo, Ali, Kris and I spent recording worship services 

in an empty sanctuary will surprisingly always be a 

precious memory for me. Those Friday afternoons 

were strange, they were emotionally draining, they 

were a lot of work, and they took us far outside our 

comfort zones. While I pray we never have to go 

back to online-only services, serving together in 

that way helped us become better friends and 

partners in ministry. Going through hardships with 

others adds a new layer, a new depth, to your 

relationship with those people that you wouldn't 

have if everything always went smoothly. 

Kirstin adds: 

I asked our children their thoughts. Both 

Mariah and Isaiah share that they are more 

grateful now when we are able to do activities they 

used to assume would just happen. For instance, 

Isaiah appreciates being able to go to school and 

AWANA more than before. Mariah says she is very thankful that we could still go on 

vacation to Colorado this summer.  

From Brandon Waring, who is the new grade 6-12 choir director for Iowa Falls-Alden: 

    If I had known, it wouldn't have been my choice to uproot and 

move halfway across the state during a pandemic. Leaving the 

school I graduated from and my family was already going to be a 

change; I would have thought doing so during the time of COVID-

19 would be a shock. However, God has constantly provided! He 

opened up this opportunity to work with amazing music 

colleagues, provided an amazing house through a series of events 

only He could control, and has now provided me a church family I 

can start getting to know! Even during times of personal doubt, God has always put 

things in place to confirm for me that I am exactly where He wants me to be. Having the 

world shutdown during COVID quarantine allowed me time to make the transition into 

this new phase of my life – a blessing in disguise. It really is true that "God is good all 

the time, and all the time God is good!” 

 


