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To me, true success is when Christ’s 
church looks like Him in all aspects of life 
and worships Him in ‘spirit and in truth.’

I attended Northland Baptist Bible  
College in Dunbar, WI from 1992-1996 
graduating with a degree in Pastoral 
Theology and a minor in speech. I later 
graduated from Central Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary in Plymouth, MN in 2006 
with a Masters of Theology (M.A. in Bibli-
cal Studies Concentration). I am currently  
seeking to complete my Masters of  
Divinity through Grace School of Theology 
(Houston, TX).

I have served in pastoral ministry for 
twenty-three years beginning in 1996. I 
previously served as an assistant pastor 
and also a senior pastor in four church-
es in Virginia, Nebraska, and Wisconsin. 
Most recently I have served as senior 
pastor at Union Grove Baptist Church in 
Union Grove, Wisconsin since 2014.

“

“

 I have a passion for discipleship and training the next 

generation without losing the value of the previous 

and current generations. I love mission work and 

have been to several foreign fields and want to be ac-

tively encouraging an Acts 1:8 model of reaching out 

beyond our walls to the local and global community 

for Christ. I am a strong proponent of the church and 

believe that Christ wants us to actively model John 

13:34-35. To me, true success is when Christ’s church 

looks like Him in all aspects of life and worships Him 

in “spirit and in truth.” I believe the church is truly able 

to reach the world with the gospel, and I would love 

to be a part of a ministry that is passionate in that di-

rection as well. My hope is that I can come alongside 

a church family and become a part of a church that is 

passionate about reaching their community for Christ 

by being the visible representation of Christ. I hope 

we will be able to interact more together regarding 

each of our ministries and the possibility that God 

may be able to use us together to do His will in the 

days we have remaining until Christ returns.
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“Kelly and I met at Northland Baptist Bible College and married shortly after graduation 
on July 27, 1996. Kelly graduated with an Elementary Education degree. She has been a 
tremendous help and support wherever the Lord has led us to serve in the ministry.  
Kelly currently teaches first graders online for a Christian School and stays very busy 
with our four boys, Caleb (2000), Micah (2001), Isaac (2004), and Elijah (2010).” 



“People in madison loved their family.”

“Adam and Kelly had people in their 
home and were very hospitable.”

“I’ve never heard anything bad about 
him since he has been the pastor in 
madison.”

“Gets along with people well.”

“Wonderful gift of discernment.”

“They have a real heart for people.”

“I’m thankful for the foundation that he 
laid in the church in madison.”

“Hard worker and works well with  
people.”

“A gifted, powerful, passionate  
speaker...”

“Knowledgeable about the Word.”

“Connects well with people.”

Bruce Cournoyer
Pastor of adam’s former church

my personal salvation testimony begins with the early  
influences of several godly individuals. From day one I was  
exposed to church and the preaching of God’s Word. My  
father is a first-generation Christian, but my mother has a very  
extensive Christian background. My parents have served faith-
fully for over 50 years in church planting and pastoral work. My 
childhood was spent all over the South, Central, and Midwest 
United States, as well as up and down the Eastern seaboard 
from Florida to New Hampshire and as far west as Texas.
 
my earliest memory of knowing that there was a need in my 
life for christ’s forgiveness was on a trip visiting my Grand-
parents. Grandma Lowry was a true student of the Bible. I  
remember being about five years old and kneeling beside a 
bed with my grandmother and her sharing with me my need 
of Jesus. I prayed a prayer that evening and can remember 
being excited about it. However, it was an excitement due to 
pleasing the people in my life. I didn’t truly understand what I 
had asked for, nor did I truly grasp the urgency in my young mind. 

It was approximately two years later while attending a five day 
club in our community that I became aware of my lack. I guess 
one could say the light came on and I saw myself as I was, a 
sinner. The Holy Spirit convicted me of my sin, so I went out 
and spoke with a worker and asked Jesus to be my Savior. 

The power of God and His Word is what convinced me of 
my need. I was identified by God’s Word as a sinner (Romans 
3:10). I also understood how far away from God I was and 
how unable I was to get to Him (Romans 3:23). 

The joy is now mine to know that, as it says in Ephesians, I am 
saved by the work of christ and not by any feeble attempts i 
might make (Ephesians 2:8-9). I am also kept by God’s grace by 
the indwelling of His Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14) until I am able 
to see Jesus return for me one day. There is a promise made 
to me by God himself that i will be saved for all of eternity 
and can never lose this wonderful gift of God’s love to me 
(Titus 3:5; 1 John 5:13). 

Since salvation God has continued to work and purify my life. 
In the process of His leading in my life, He has led me into 
the ministry, and in order to better prepare my heart and life, 
I have attended Bible college and seminary. I am an ordained 
minister and feel that God has equipped me and gifted me to 
prepare the individual parts of the body of Christ. May all the 
glory be the Lord’s in all that I do as His vessel. 

Josh Steele
Vice chair of deacons &

song leader at current church

“Adam pushed us toward more Biblical 
thinking and helped us re-tool. He has 
helped us do more with missions.”

“Relates well to the teens – Has a good 
relationship with his sons and is a good 
father”

TESTIMONy



How do you describe your style or 
type of preaching?

The vast majority of my preach-
ing is expositional in nature and 
then I do some topical stud-
ies based upon an accurate  
expositional understanding of the 
texts used for the topic.  my style 
is direct, probably some would 
say passionate, and I seek to use 
PowerPoints and other ways to 
keep people focused on the mes-
sage and not on the messenger. 
I am not afraid to speak the pas-
sage and yet I would hope that at 
all times people know that I love 
Christ and love them.  

describe your experience with a mentor 
and/or accountability partner.

Over the past four-plus years, I have discipled 
two men, and as they have matured in faith 
and now are actively seeking to enter into 
full time ministry, we have become mutual  
accountability partners. We share when we 
are feeling discouraged and also when temp-
tations are starting to pile up. We seek to  
encourage each other and find out how each 
of us are doing in our walk with Christ and 
with our spouses. In the years previous I have 
sought out men that I trust and from whom I 
seek advice. I have watched others and grown 
from their input in my life. I have realized over 
the past ten to fifteen years how valuable  
it is to have solid men in my life and be able 
to seek them out for wisdom and guidance.

PhilosoPhy of ministry
My philosophy of ministry is that I am to simply take the gifts and abilities that God has blessed me 
with along with the calling of God specifically upon my life and be a servant to the body of Christ 
and a light to this lost world. My life’s motto is, “My life’s legacy is God’s glory.” I want my life to 
be remembered here and long after I am gone as being lived for the glory of God. I believe the 
best way to guarantee that is to see Christ fleshed out in the next generations through discipleship. 

Ministry is defined in my eyes as being a servant. Christ did not come to the earth to be ministered 
to but to be a minister to the needs of mankind. He came to seek and save the lost, to draw the spiritually blind, 
to heal the sin sick, and to raise the unrighteous dead back to life. As His servant, I desire to emulate the power 
of God in the ministry of the church. In every aspect, it is my desire that the Person of Christ can be made evident 
to those who so desperately need to hear that there is forgiveness, salvation, and hope in this life and in the life 
to come. I am to equip, train, and give opportunity to the individual members of my local church family. I am a 
leader by title and must fulfill my God given duties if I am ever to truly lead by permission of the people. I am a 
poor example when I ask people to follow me, but I am a capable leader when I ask people to follow me as I 
follow Christ. 

Ministry is relationships. Relationships are on a vertical and horizontal plane. Relationships are everywhere and 
in various stages of development. It is my duty as a Christian to build relationships and bridge the gaps that are 
seen as well as unseen between God and the individual as well as between them and other people. 

I believe that whether in a formal setting or in hallway conversation, we have opportunities to present Christ to 
others. That should be how we conduct our business and how we organize our ministry. It is for His glory and not 
our own. 

Ministry is about people and it is for the souls of people that Jesus died. My philosophy then is that ministry should 
revolve around the Person of Jesus Christ and the Plan that God put into motion to establish a “whosoever” 
gospel. However, ministry is not just seeing people saved, but seeing them growing and being able to then be 
effective in their walk with God to bring glory to Him.



“disciple-maker”

“Strong in the Word”

“Cares about his people”

“values the text”

“Gifted, engaging communicator”

“Adam has strong  
convictions in his beliefs, 
but is kind and gentle.”

What is your personal belief as to how missionar-
ies/mission works should be supported spiritually, 
financially, and materially?

I am all in for missions. I love pre-
senting missionaries as often as 
the church can afford having them 
in services and sharing the needs 
globally. I want to be a consistent 
support to missions by supporting 
fewer missionaries with more so 
that deputation and furloughs are 
not as arduous. I also want to have 
a missionary we support be able 
to come and stay with our church 
for a week or two and allow our  
people to be connected with them. 
I think churches today face a crisis 
in missionary giving and this next 
generation needs to be taught the value of corporately  
supporting a missionary long term and not just for  
special projects.  

Have you personally participated in missions 
work outside the US? If yes, please describe.

I have been to Canada and helped 
missionaries in various ways includ-
ing children’s ministries, building 
projects, and other activities. I have 
been to Scotland where I helped 
missionaries with literature distri-
bution, did some street preaching, 
and helped in other general ways 
the missionaries needed. I worked 
with an orphanage and preached 
in several churches in Peru. I have 
been to the Cayman Islands in spe-
cial meetings at a church plant. 
I have led a group to Portugal, 
preaching and helping young peo-

ple serve in children’s ministries.  

describe the importance of a church meeting the 
needs of all ages and walks of life (children,youth, 
men, women, singles, families, widows, etc.), and 
describe how these needs can be met.

One of the biggest issues that i see facing the church  
today is the generation gap.  We need to get back to a Titus 
2 approach to church.  We also need to create ways that 
the elder are building relationships with the younger and 
getting past the communication hurdles.  Technology has 
been a major part of this, and we have a lot of smart but 
immature young people.  We need to seek ways to address 
this by creating conversations and being honest with each 
other.  We need to do less attacking and more asking and 
seeking out ways to lead the next generation back to the 
table for the discussion. 

Another major group that is being avoided are the  
divorced and single parents. They need to be loved and 
helped.  These are the new “orphans” and “widows” of our 
day.  They need to be encouraged by mentorship programs 
with men who will step up and be a mentor to young men 
and older, mature women for young women. Programs are 
great, but people who care are even greater. Have a class 
for helping single parents fix quick, healthy meals for their 
kids.  Provide babysitting for a specified time so that single 
moms or dads can go shopping or enjoy an activity with 
other adults. Provide financial classes that give them ideas 
on how to save and work through the struggles they face 
in life with one income.

Cliff Hathcock
Pastor of sister church

dr. Wendell Bell
member of previous church



The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. There-
fore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 
a lover of money. He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children 
submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for 
God’s church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall 
into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he 
may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.

1 Timothy 3:1-7

“ “

Understanding that a Senior Pastor has 
many responsibilities, please give the 
top five responsibilities you believe a 
Senior Pastor should fulfill.

•	 Lead his home well
•	 Love people unconditionally and bring 

people (i.e. staff, church body, as well 
as the lost) to unity in Christ

•	 Preach/teach accurately and appropri-
ately the whole counsel of God

•	 Grow professionally, yet not become 
an ivory tower but a wrung out sponge 
in need of being filled again and again

•	 Help guide and speak the vision of the 
local church as it seeks to live out its 
God-given purpose

describe your view on the music ministry of a church.

Music as a whole is a major expression of our faith and sets our 
hearts to appreciate the ministry of the Word and the encourage-
ment we find in worship between our spirit and the Holy Spirit. Music 
should be passionate and should communicate doctrine and truth.

What do you believe is the pastor’s role in a church-owned 
school?

I think the pastor needs to be one of the school’s biggest support-
ers and fans. He needs to be actively involved and a frequent face 
at functions. If possible, he should be a speaker in chapels and in 
classes. The pastor needs to keep the school as much as possible 
in front of the church to encourage the body to be in prayer and 
to see about how the school can best be a ministry agent of the 
church’s goals. 

“When you get Adam, you  
are getting a package deal 
with Kelly. She is amazing. Kelly 
truly loves people and listens to 
people and is a fantastic  
pastor’s wife.” 

“Adam and Kelly really love  
people. I had good pastors 
when I was growing up that did 
a great job of preaching. He was 
the first pastor that was truly a 
good shepherd, also.”

Christina Sunwall
member of previous church

Links to sermons and other resources may 
be found at OurGrace.Church/Media

Please do not connect with the 
Loves on social media!

If you have a submission for the Q&A,
email Search@OurGrace.Church


