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For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with 
these words.”              1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NIV) 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father.”                 Matthew 24:36 (NIV) 
 

CRITICS WILL SAY THAT THE RAPTURE … 
 
1. IS _________________ TO HELP CHRISTIANS DEAL WITH LIFE. 
 

Jesus: “Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all 
that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of 
Man.”           Luke 21:36 (NIV) 
 
2. IS NOT ______________ – IT’S FOR SIMPLE AND WEAK PEOPLE. 
 

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 
of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 
were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
                            1 Corinthians 1:26-27 (NIV) 
 

3. IS ________ WHEN THEY DON’T UNDERSTAND GOD’S TIMING.  
 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

          2 Peter 3:8-12a (NIV) 
 

4.  _____________ HAPPENED, TRYING TO DECEIVE CHRISTIANS. 
 

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 
him, we ask you, brothers and sisters,  not to become easily unsettled or 
alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us — whether by a prophecy or by 
word of mouth or by letter — asserting that the day of the Lord has already 
come… They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be 
saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will 
believe the lie.     2 Thessalonians 2:1-2, 10-11 (NIV) 

5. IS ___________________ WITH HOW LIFE GOES ON AS BEFORE. 
 

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 
scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this 
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as 
it has since the beginning of creation.”     2 Peter 3:3-4 (NIV) 
 

THE RAPTURE ENCOURAGES ME TO… 
 

1.  __________________ AND BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS LORD. 
 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved… Everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.”                       Romans 10:9,13 (NIV) 
 
2.  ____________ IN THE LIGHT, COVERED BY THE BLOOD.  
 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.     1 John 1:7  
 
3.  _______ THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL … AND ALSO ALL OTHERS. 
 

The nation is like a mighty lion; when it is sleeping, no one dares wake it. 
Whoever blesses Israel will be blessed, and whoever curses Israel will be 
cursed.”         Numbers 24:9 (Good News Translation) 
 

4.  ____________ AND BE READY FOR HIS RETURN. 
 

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 
come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time 
of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have 
let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.      Matthew 24:42-44 
 

5.  _____________ A LOVE FOR THE TRUTH AND DISCERNMENT. 
 

He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. And then the 
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of 
His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. The coming of 
the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, 
and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who 
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved.              2 Thessalonians 2:7-10 
 

6.  ASK JESUS TO _____________ MY LIFE THROUGH HIS WORD. 
 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of 
water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and 
without blemish.                                Ephesians 5:25-26 


