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A SIMPLE QUESTION 

Let’s start our study by examining a simple question.  In the life choices we make, is it 
enough to pursue what’s good? 
Many people might wonder why this question even needs to be asked. The answer 
seems obvious. What’s generally accepted as good must be in line with God’s will, 
right? Generosity, humility, justice—those are good. Selfishness, arrogance, cruelty—
they’re evil. The distinction seems pretty straightforward, and whatever is good must 
be on the side of God. 
 

But is that all there is to it? Maybe not.  If good is so obvious, why does Hebrews 5:14 
say we must have our senses trained to “discern [or recog-
nize] both good and evil”? (NKJV) This makes it sound like 
there’s a difference between what appears to be good and 
what God calls good. 
 

And consider King Solomon. At the dawn of his reign, he 
prayed to have an understanding heart so he could distin-
guish good from evil (see 1 Kings 3:9). Again it seems that 
what we would call obvious wasn’t so apparent from Solo-
mon’s perspective.  It also appears that what he sought 

was significant, for he was renowned for his wisdom. Are we missing something im-
portant because of our assumptions about right and wrong? 
 

If we need discernment to tell the difference between good and evil, that means they 
aren’t always evident on the surface level.  In fact, there may be things that seem good 
that aren’t.  Proverbs 14:12 summarizes the situation for us: what appears to be good 
may be the way of death. 
 

According to Scripture, there is a way that seems right. It seems good, wise, beneficial, 
strategic, acceptable, profitable, and so forth. Yet the warning in Proverbs is clear. 
What seems good may actually be detrimental, harmful, and nonproductive—the way 
of death. This is weighty! 
 

I want to live with joy, success, and the blessing of God on my life. I’m sure you do too! 
So let’s commit to look beyond the obvious. Let’s press in to discover what God calls 
good, and let’s learn to live His way. Are you in? 
  

Proverbs 14:12 
Hebrews 5:14 

1 Kings 3:9  
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DAY ONE 



THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM 

Our generation is not the first to mistake what appears to be good for what is actually 
good. This problem goes back thousands of years to our origin in Eden. 
When God created the first humans, Adam and Eve, He gave them a home in a beauti-
ful garden. They were perfect companions designed to complement and complete 
each other. God charged them to keep the planet and, more specifically, the garden. 
 

But before Eve was created, God gave Adam a single, clear directive. He commanded 
Adam not to eat from a certain tree in the garden, one 
whose fruit gave knowledge about good and evil. Adam 
shared this instruction with his wife, and for a time they 
heeded it. 
 

We don’t know when the shift occurred. It could have 
been after weeks, years, decades, or even longer. But the 
day came when the enemy approached Eve in the form of 
a serpent and questioned God’s command. When he drew 
her attention to the forbidden tree, what did she 
see?  Something good. 
 

Eve’s thoughts began to go down a new road.  Wait a minute. There’s good in that 
tree, and God’s forbidden it! We could have a better life. We could be happier. I 
thought our Creator was loving, but He’s hiding something good from us. 
 

With every second these thoughts permeated her mind, Eve’s desire to eat the fruit 
grew. The longer she believed God was denying her something good, the more justified 
her longing seemed. Eventually, she reached out her hand, took the fruit, and ate. That 
act forever changed the course of human history. 
 

Eve was undermined that day because her trust in God’s character was compromised. 
Note that this happened in a perfect environment. No one had ever abused, offended, 
or taken advantage of Eve. How much easier is it for us to lose sight of God’s goodness 
today, in a world of corruption and deceit? 
 

Can you relate to Eve’s struggle? Circumstances may cause you to wonder if God has 
your best in mind, especially when He leads you away from something that seems 
good. Yet the psalmist declares the truth: God is good, and His love never fails. 
 

Make Psalm 136:1 your anthem today. Whatever your circumstances, declare that God 
is good. Proclaim this truth until it becomes the unshakeable foundation of your faith. 

Genesis 2:16-17 
Genesis 3:1-19 
Psalms 136:1  
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DAY TWO 

FINDING A BETTER STANDARD 

Yesterday we looked at the story of Eve’s deception in Eden. The enemy turned Eve 
against her Creator by undermining her perspective on God’s character. This tempta-
tion to doubt God’s goodness is by no means unique to Eve. Often I’ve had to fight 
similar thoughts when I don’t see a prayer answered as quickly as I’d hoped. 
 

This is why James writes what he does in James 1:16–17. He begins his exhortation 
with a warning about deception. And what does he de-
scribe as its antidote? The revelation of God’s goodness. 
Everything that is good, James says, comes from the God 
who is always good. 
 

Now, James doesn’t say most good gifts are from God. He 
says every good and perfect gift comes from God. This 
means, regardless of appearances, there is nothing good 
for us outside of God’s will. It doesn’t matter how good or 
sensible something looks, how happy or successful it 

makes us, how spiritual it appears, or how accepted it may be. If it is contrary to God’s 
will, it will bring sorrow to our lives in the end. 
 

If we believe this, then we need a better source for our standard of good. We can’t rely 
on human wisdom or popular opinion. We need something we can depend on to direct 
us toward what pleases God. And in the Bible, we have that source. 
 

As Joshua and 2 Timothy tell us, it is in Scripture we find the revelation that leads to 
what God calls success. Scripture teaches us what is true and shows us what is right so 
we don’t fall for a counterfeit form of good. 
 

God has revealed His character and His will in His Word, accessible to anyone willing to 
seek the truth. This is not about sharing any man’s wisdom. It’s about connecting you 
to God and the truth in His Word. 
 

Let’s do a little self-evaluation right now. You’ve made the Bible part of your life, but is 
it the authority in your decision-making process? Do you turn to it when you face a 
dilemma? Or could you be missing out on what God has for you because you’ve relied 
on your own evaluation in these areas? What’s your strategy for giving God’s Word the 
honor it deserves? 

James 1:16-17 
Joshua 1:8 

2 Timothy 3:16 
  
 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and John Bevere for this devotional. 

DAY THREE 



WHAT’S YOUR GOAL? 

I have a question for you. What is your ultimate goal? 
 

We often define goals in areas like our careers or finances. But it is your ultimate goal 
that determines your direction. Like the GPS on a smartphone, it directs you toward a 
set destination—even if you think you’re headed somewhere else. (Anyone who ar-
rives at an event late because they followed their GPS to the wrong address can re-
late!) 
 

So what is your goal? Is it popularity? Achievement? A certain lifestyle? Health? Happi-
ness? 
 

You may say, “I’d like all these things.” Most of us would, 
but what desire outweighs everything else? 
 

We are all singled-minded in pursuit of something. To use 
Paul's language from Philippians 3:14, everyone is pressing 
toward some goal. 
 

Years ago I was in pursuit of what I thought to be a noble 
goal. Every day I would pray, “Lord, use me to lead people 
to salvation, to speak the Word of God powerfully, to bring multitudes into Your king-
dom, to heal the sick and get people free.” I asked for these things morning after 
morning. 
 

Months passed, and one day God spoke to my heart: “Son, your prayers are off target.” 
I was stunned! What could be more pleasing to my Creator than what I was asking for? 
 

Then I heard the Spirit of God again. “Judas left all he had to follow Me. He preached 
the kingdom of God. He healed the sick, gave to the poor, and got people free. Judas is 
in hell.” 
 

I trembled at the thought. Judas was the disciple who betrayed Jesus to His death. He 
attained all I was crying out for but was forever lost. 
 

I realized I could be in the same category as Judas, so I earnestly inquired, “What 
should be my targeted goal?” 
Tomorrow I’ll tell you how God answered that question. For now, try finishing Paul’s 
sentence: “I’m pressing toward…” 
 

How did you fill in the blank? Is that a good goal, or could the appearance of good be 
concealing an error? If you need to reset your goal, what do you think God wants it to 
be? We've established that the Bible is the authority on what is or isn't good. What 
does it say our greatest desire should be? 

Philippians 3:14 
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DAY FOUR 

THE GREATEST GOAL 

Years ago, I asked God what my goal in life should be. He answered by taking me to the story of 
Moses. 
 
Moses was an Israelite raised as a privileged prince in Egypt. He had the best of everything, but he 
wasn’t satisfied. Something inside Moses told him he couldn't attain his true desire where he 
currently resided. He chose to leave his place in the most affluent nation on earth because he was 
after a greater reward. 
 
What was this reward? Moses himself didn’t know at first. It wasn’t until forty years after he left 

the palace that he met God and experienced His presence. (You'll 
find that account in Exodus 3.) Once this happened, Moses’s goal 
was set. We can see what this goal was by looking later in his 
story. 
 
In Exodus 33, Moses has led Israel out of Egypt. This is a stressful 
time for him. His national approval rating is low, and the desert he 
and the people are traveling in is full of challenges. Wandering in 
the wilderness doesn't seem any better than slavery in Egypt. 
However, the people have a hope: Canaan, their land of promise, 
a place God has said is overflowing with abundance. 

 
Now God has instructed Moses to take the people into this land. He's declared there will be a 
mighty angel to guide them and drive out their foes. There's just one catch: God Himself will not 
go. 
 
Moses’s reply is mind-boggling. In essence, he tells God, “If I have to choose between Your pres-
ence and Your blessing, I’ll take Your presence.” 
 
This was Moses’s great reward. Nothing mattered more to Him than knowing God intimately. 
 
Can the same be said of us?  Before you can answer yes to that question, you must first be able to 
answer another. Do you know what it means to be in God’s presence? 
 
The passion for God that Moses possessed only comes from experiencing His presence firsthand. 
And God wants us to experience Him! James 4:8 says He draws near to us when we draw near to 
Him. We do this by praying, worshipping, and reading His Word, not as obligations but because 
we’re pursuing a relationship with a Person. 
 
Seeking God Himself is what protects us from the temptation of lesser pursuits, including those 
that seem good on the surface. Make intimacy with Him your greatest goal! 

Hebrews 11:24-26 
Exodus 33:1-3 
Exodus 33:15 

James 4:8 
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DAY FIVE 



THE BATTLE FOR YOUR HEART 

Nothing is more fulfilling than being in God’s presence. There’s no one on earth whose 
friendship compares to that of our Creator. 
 
It’s staggering to think any human can be in the presence of God. But what’s more astound-
ing is that He desires our presence even more than we want His. James 4:5 says God yearns 
for us (see NKJV). To yearn is to have an intense longing or desire. That’s what God feels 
toward you! 
 
We've discussed the unsurpassed value of intimacy with God. 
But if we want to pursue His presence, we must realize He 
isn’t the only one seeking our friendship. The world around us 
is vying for our attention. 
 
When people hear warnings about “the world,” they often fall 
prey to legalism. Legalism is about adhering to a set of reli-
gious rules. It’s focused on behavior. But the outward focus of 
legalism doesn’t purify a person’s heart, and the heart is the world’s target. 
 
1 John 2:16 says the world seduces us through “a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for 
everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions” (NLT). You and I are the 
targets of a spiritual battle. Will we seek these things, or will we pursue God? 
 
Colossians 3 and 1 John 5 tell us how to defend ourselves: by setting our minds on God and 
avoiding anything that would take His place in our hearts. 
 
Does this mean we can’t partake of anything in the world? No. That's like suggesting a mar-
ried person can't interact with someone of the opposite sex. But because I’m married, I’m 
careful to not behave or open my heart to another woman in an inappropriate way. Like-
wise, those in relationship with God must guard that covenant. 
 
If we want to stay close to God, we must test where our affections lie. At times, we may 
need to abstain even from good things—like hobbies or certain forms of entertainment—to 
keep our affections and thoughts set on God. Whatever we deny is nothing compared to 
knowing Him. 
 
Do you need to fight for your friendship with God? Ask the Holy Spirit for a battle plan. Then 
tell someone about it so they can help you stay on track. This openness will require humility, 
but it is more than worth it to grow closer to the God who yearns for you. 

James 4:5 
1 John 2:15-16 

1 John 5:21 
Colossians 3:1-2 
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DAY SIX 

SET APART FOR GOD 

Holiness. Mention the word and watch people recoil. Many reject the idea of holiness 
because it might put a damper on life. To others, it seems to be an aspect of legalism. If 
you bring up the subject, you’ll often hear the rebuttal, “I’m living in God’s grace.” 
The New Testament concept of holiness is nothing like these assumptions. It’s a mag-
nificent, desirable way of life. But in our time, it’s vastly misunderstood. 
Hebrews 12 challenges our assumptions about holiness with the stunning revelation 
that holiness is what positions us to see God. Didn’t we determine intimacy with God is 
our greatest goal? Then why would we want to avoid the thing that makes it possible? 
This is why we are encouraged to “pursue” it, which means to chase after with the 
intent to apprehend. 
 
I think it's time we define true holiness. Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New 
Testament says holiness is to be “set apart for God, to be...exclusively his.” 
Before we entered into covenant relationship with Jesus, we were of this world. We 
pursued status, reputation, and anything else that served our selfishness. But every-
thing is different now. We’re God’s people, and we’re to be set apart for Him. We’re 
called to be exclusively His. 
 
Not only that, but because we belong to God, we’re also called to live in a new 

way.  Another definition of the Greek word for holiness 
describes “pure, sinless, upright” behavior. 
This aspect of holiness scares some people, but it should-
n’t. As we’ll discuss later, God hasn't abandoned us to 
achieve a righteous lifestyle on our own. He’s given us 
everything we need. 
 
I believe a healthy understanding of holiness can trans-
form everything about our lives. It is the difference be-
tween fulfilled life and unsatisfying existence. This issue is 

so important I want to spend another two days unpacking it. 
 
Today, meditate on Hebrews 12:14. Where do you stand with holiness? Are you chas-
ing after it? Or have you avoided it, thinking it’s unnecessary or religious? Have you 
embraced a false holiness that only leads to legalism? Perhaps you’ve never heard 
holiness taught in a positive light. Maybe you’ve never heard it discussed at all. 
I encourage you to open your heart. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal His truth. As your 
perspective expands, you may discover a level of intimacy with God unlike any you’ve 
ever known. 

Hebrews 12:14 
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DAY SEVEN 



WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO 

Misunderstanding holiness will lead us to one of two things: lawlessness or legalism. If 
we think holiness isn’t relevant to us, we’ll live like our actions don’t matter. If we ap-
proach holiness as a set of rules to follow in our own strength, we’ll become either 
frustrated or self-righteous. True holiness doesn’t involve either of these things. 
 

We can settle much of the confusion about holiness by understanding that it has two 
aspects. One deals with our position in Christ. The other deals with the behavior that 
results from it. 
 

The holiness Ephesians 1:4 speaks of is positional. It is solely due to what Jesus did for 
us when He gave His life on our behalf, and it speaks of our place in Christ. We never 
could have earned this position by our behavior. It’s God’s 
gift to us. Something similar happens in marriage. When 
Lisa became my wife, it wasn’t something she earned but 
rather a position she received because I gave my heart to 
her. 
 

The second aspect of holiness is the behavior that results 
from holding a position. To reference marriage again, once 
Lisa became my wife, her conduct reflected her loyalty to 
me. She no longer flirted or sought relationships with oth-
er men. Her actions corresponded to her unwavering relationship as my wife. And of 
course, my actions changed in the same way. 
 

Behavioral holiness is what Peter writes about in 1 Peter 1. It’s clear from his language 
Peter is talking to God’s children, not unbelievers. He tells us God will judge or reward 
us according to what we do—our actions, not our position in Christ. This is not about 
earning our salvation. It’s about the eternal reward we will one day receive based on 
how we lived. (For more about this, see 2 Corinthians 5:9–10.) 
 

Here’s the important distinction. Neither our position in Christ nor our behavior results 
from anything we earn by our own merits. Both are products of what God has freely 
given us. However, we have to cooperate with our new way of life in Christ so we can 
produce the good behavior that should result from it. Tomorrow, we’ll talk about how 
God has empowered us to do that. 
 

Did today’s reading change your understanding of holiness? If so, how will your new 
perspective affect the way you live? 
  

Ephesians 1:3-4 
1 Peter 1:14-17  
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DAY EIGHT 

THE POWER WE NEED 

The charge to be holy raises an age-old question: “But how?” 
We tried to do it in our own strength, and we failed. But then came grace. We couldn’t 
earn God’s grace by good behavior, and we didn’t deserve it. It is His gift that forgives 
and saves us from our sins. 
 

Even though we know this, we’re still frustrated by our inability to live the way God 
wants us to. We've been born again in Christ, so why do we keep failing? 
 

At this point we have a choice. We can teach that holiness refers only to our position in 
Christ. We can ignore the many scriptures calling us to 
holy behavior, and we can excuse our lack of transfor-
mation. After all, we’re only human. 
If we teach and believe only this, we can silence our con-
sciences. Yet if we listen to our hearts, we'll hear them 
crying, “There must be more!” 
 

Is there something missing? Would God not have foreseen 
our dilemma and devised a plan? In fact, He did! This is the 
aspect of grace many are unaware of. 

 

A lot of Christians would define grace as an unmerited gift, salvation, or the forgiveness 
of sins. These are all correct. Few believers, however, would identify grace as empow-
erment. Yet this is exactly how God has described His grace. 
Let me show you 2 Corinthians 12:9 again: 
“My grace is all you need, for my power works best in your weakness.” (TEV and NLT) 
 

God refers to His grace as His empowerment! It’s the power at work in situations be-
yond our ability—including our attempts to be holy. 
 

In 2 Peter 1:2–3, grace is again referred to as God’s power. This passage reveals anoth-
er awesome truth. Every resource we need to live a holy life is available through the 
empowerment of grace! 
 

How do we receive this power? By simply believing. Romans 5:2, along with many oth-
er New Testament passages, tells us we access God’s grace by faith. 
 

So do you want to pursue holiness? Remember, it isn’t an end in itself. We embrace 
holiness so we can see and know God. If you want to grow in intimacy with Him, be-
lieve in the power of His grace. Ask Him to enable you to live in holiness and friendship 
with Him. You can be sure He will, for He is willing and able! 

2 Corinthians 12:9 
2 Peter 1:2-3 
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DAY NINE 



THE GOOD LIFE 
 

Over the last nine days, we’ve studied what the Bible says about the life God has for 
us. We saw that God’s standard for good is different than ours and that His Word is the 
source of true wisdom. We determined that we find our greatest fulfillment in friend-
ship with the God who yearns for intimacy with us. And we discovered that by receiv-
ing grace and pursuing holiness, we can see and know God. 
 

Now that we’re equipped with these truths, we can turn our attention to the final sub-
ject in our study. I believe what we’re examining today will expand your vision in every 
area. We’re going to talk about living the good life. 
 

The verses we’re reading in Ephesians today tell us three things about our lives: 
God created us in Christ Jesus to complete a life plan filled 
with good things. 
Through us, God is able to do far more than we can imag-
ine, hope, or ask for. 
God’s power to accomplish these magnificent things is at 
work in and for all who believe. 
 
This power is none other than God’s grace! 
 
We already know grace is a gift of salvation and the em-
powerment to be holy.  According to Romans 5:17, it also enables us to rule in life. By 
God’s grace, we’re empowered to overcome any obstacle we encounter in this world. 
We’re ordained to make a mark in our spheres of influence. And again, how do we 
access the power to live this way? We believe! 
 
My friend, you are not limited by your past, family background, education, or anything 
else in the natural. God’s grace defines who you are and what you can do. Your poten-
tial is immeasurable. The only thing that can limit you is your faith. 
Right now, I invite you to pray a prayer of faith. Ask the Holy Spirit to increase your 
expectations for what He will do in and through you. Dream big and believe. The good 
life is yours to embrace! 
 
Thank you again for allowing me to share this journey with you. I pray that you’ll walk 
in the power of grace to see unprecedented things. May you grow in intimacy with God 
and display His goodness on the earth. 
 If you enjoyed the last ten days of devotions, feel free to check out John Bevere’s 
book: Good or God.  

Ephesians 1:19 
Ephesians 2:10 

Ephesians 3:20-21 
Romans 5:17 
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DAY TEN DAY ELEVEN 

THE SHOVEL AND THE SPOON 
 

Video link: https://youtu.be/OlOYHt-Jz4Y 
 
I want to ask you a question: Are you the kind of person who is able to relate to oth-
ers? Let me put this another way. If you are a husband, can you relate to your wife? If 
you work in an office, can you relate to your coworkers? Are you able to interact with 
others even if you are not a “people person”? 
 
I believe the health of our relationships and our ability to show mercy to others is di-

rectly linked to our ability to receive mercy from God. 
Right now, God is offering us amazing things. But are we 
taking all of what he is offering? Perhaps we aren’t receiv-
ing from God because we don’t think we’re worthy. Or 
maybe we’ve been led to believe that what we have right 
now is better than what God has for us. Whatever the 
reason, we aren’t able to receive God’s love. And as a 
result, we aren’t able to share that love with others. 
 
When we come to God, he dispenses grace and mercy on 

us with a shovel. God says, “You need grace? Well, let me give it to you in abundance. 
You need more today? Well, my mercies are new every single day, so before you even 
hit the snooze button tomorrow I will be pouring it into your life.” He’s got lots of an-
gels and lots of shovels, and he’s heaping these big shovelfuls of mercy on us every 
single day. But what happens if we can’t receive it? We will go to the people in our 
lives who have messed up and say, “Oh, you need some grace? Sure, let me give you 
some with this spoon.” We will expect more from them than we want God to expect 
from us. We will treat them differently than the way we want God to treat us. 
 
This is why our capacity to receive God’s mercy is at the heart of our role in reconciling 
relationships that have been busted apart. When we are more prone to give the spoon 
than the shovel, it means we have really not received the fullness of God’s grace. It 
means we only believe that God has given us the spoonful of grace. 
 
To relate to others, we have to understand how Jesus relates to us. We have to recog-
nize he took on the constraints of entering this world so he could relate to us. We also 
have to recognize that Jesus does not give us what we deserve. We deserve death, but 
he gives us life. Also, we need to recognize that Jesus comes all the way to us. He is 
merciful when we are wrong, gracious when we are stubborn, and loves us before we 
are lovable. He loves us before we are even able to love him. 

 

 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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DAY ELEVEN 

So, in the same measure, you receive from God, you will give to others—and this will 
determine if you are relatable. As John sums up, “Dear friends, let us love one another, 
for love comes from God” (1 John 4:7). That’s the goal: to love one another and dis-
pense mercy with the shovel—not the spoon—because we recognize what we have 
received from God. 
 
Respond 
What is one thing you learned about relationships from the family in which you grew 
up? How has your family influenced your relationship with God? 
How have you received the amazing gifts that God offers you? In what ways have you 
been reluctant? How has this affected your relationship with God and with yourself? 
How has your understanding of God impacted your relationships with others? Are you 
more likely to dispense grace to others with a shovel or a spoon? Explain. 
  

 

 
 

 

 

  

1 John 4:7-9 
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DAY TWELVE 

THE MAN/WOMAN IN THE MIRROR 
 

Outside of your relationship with God, your relationship with you is the most im-
portant relationship you have. In fact, sometimes, your relationships with others will 
be messed up because of the relationship you have with yourself. You are influenced 
more by what you think about yourself than by what anyone else thinks about you. 
 
Before you can start working on relationships with others, you need to start with the 
person you see in the mirror. In Matthew 22:37–39, Jesus says you are to love God and 
love your neighbor as you love yourself. Often it’s easier to 
focus on loving God, and on loving your neighbor, but not 
put enough emphasis on loving yourself. It’s important to 
understand the essential value of embracing God’s love for 
you and translate that into love for yourself. 
 
If you don’t love yourself, you are actually negating the 
fact that God loves you. If you don’t love yourself, it means 
you don’t really understand God’s perception of you—that 
you are an awesome, precious, one-of-a-kind treasure, 
valuable enough to warrant the pain and sacrifice of Jesus. Yes, God will hold you to a 
high standard, but he is willing to extend mercy and grace to you in appropriate ways 
so you can fulfill the special purpose he designed for you. 
 
When the truth of God’s love sinks into your heart, you can look in the mirror and say, 
“Well, if God sees me that way, then I’m going to see myself that way.” When you do, 
you are acknowledging what God has already spoken from heaven about you. God is 
reflecting your worth and purpose into the mirror, and you are then receiving and re-
flecting what God says about you. It doesn’t originate with what you think about your-
self. 
 
At some point, you have to say, “I love me. I don’t have it all together, I know, but I 
love me just like God does when I’m not perfect. God loved me when I had issues, so I 
can love me with my issues.” You need to be able to be thankful for yourself, because 
God is thankful for you. You need to tell yourself you are a rare and beautiful treasure 
because that’s what God thinks about you. You need to extend to yourself the same 
forgiveness and grace that God extends to you. It does not honor Jesus for you to be 
hard on yourself and beat yourself up because he already took the beating for you. 
God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit all believe in you. And they are cheering you 
on with a great company of the heavenly host! 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-9&version=NIV


DAY TWELVE 

 
 
As you begin to love yourself, you can begin to love the world. Loving the world hap-
pens when you start listening to what God says and start seeing what God sees and 
then start speaking what God speaks over you. Loving yourself is thus critical because if 
you don’t believe that God loves you, you will have an impossible time of trying to 
convince others that God loves them. In the end, what the world understands about 
Jesus will come from the love that they see you reflect from him in your life. 
  
Respond 
Do you believe that God would say he is pleased with you? Do you experience him as 
someone who cheers for you? Why or why not? 
“It does not honor Jesus for us to be really hard on ourselves.” Can you relate to this 
statement? Do you ever beat yourself up? What triggers that kind of behavior? 
What picture of God’s love do you reflect to the people in your life? How would a 
stronger sense of your value in God’s eyes influence others around you? 
  

 

  

 

 

  

Matthew 22:37-39 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Louie Giglio for this devotional. 

DAY THIRTEEN 

A GOD TO CALL FATHER 
 

Outside your relationships with God and with yourself, your relationships with your 
mom and your dad are the next most important. These are the formative relationships 
in your life. Your ability to relate to others—and the kind of person you’ve turned out 
to be—is largely wrapped up in the relationships you had with your mom and dad. 
 
Your relationship with your dad is especially critical. There are lots of different kinds of 
dads. Some are amazing and empowering. They dispense love and hugs freely. And 
some dads . . . are not. Maybe you had an absent dad—due to death, or divorce, or 
work schedules, or emotional distance. Maybe you had an abusive dad who brought 
damage into your story. You might be struggling with your sense of place in the world, 
and a lot of it could be rooted in the kind of father that raised you. Your dad may still 
be present in your life, for better or worse. 
 
The enemy knows that God is a perfect heavenly Father. He also knows the way you 

will perceive God as Father will be impacted by how you 
view your earthly father. So, if he can disrupt that relation-
ship with your earthly father, he can keep you from fully 
understanding who God is and how you can live in a rela-
tionship with him. The enemy has been quite successful at 
this. 
 
For many people, trying to understand God as their Fa-
ther, based on their experience with their earthly father, is 
like looking through a cracked glass. Their relationship 

with their earthly father is broken, so the reflection they see of God as Father is broken 
as well. Their earthly and heavenly relationships need a revolution in order to succeed.  

Thankfully, the gospel is powerful enough to bring healing into all relationships, no 
matter how messed up they are. Through the gospel, we receive a new identity when 
we come to know Jesus. We don’t just believe in something, we become someone—a 
loved son or daughter of God. It is a family construct where God Almighty becomes 
your Father and a new relationship is born. God is not the reflection of your earthly 
dad; he’s the perfection of your earthly dad—the version that you long for deep inside 
your heart. 

Jesus died on the cross so that you could be grafted into a new story with a new Dad 
and a whole new possibility and a whole new future. You don’t have to be afraid of 
thinking about God as a father. You don’t have to dwell in the deficit of your relation-
ship with your earthly father. You can lean into this new possibility and see God as the 
perfect Father. 
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DAY THIRTEEN 

 
 
Leaning into this gospel relationship with God will allow you to reflect His love back to 
your parents, even if they are not the reflection of the love of God to you. As you do 
this, you will honor them in godly ways—even when they aren’t honorable—and heal-
ing will begin. When others see you reconciling in this way, they will want to know how 
you are doing it. They will see a reflection of Jesus in you and want to know how this 
can happen in their lives. 
 
Respond 
Describe your relationship with your earthly father when you were younger. How has 
this relationship influenced your understanding of God as your heavenly Father? 
In what ways have you seen your relationship with one or both of your parents affect 
your relationships with others? Were these impacts positive or negative? 
What does it mean for you to honor your father and mother? How can a restored rela-
tionship with your parents attract others to God? How can it demonstrate the power of 
God to others? 
  

 

  

 

1 John 3:1 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Louie Giglio for this devotional. 

DAY FOURTEEN 

THE FRIEND EVERYONE LONGS FOR 
 

We all have a mental picture of the kind of friends we want to have in our lives. We 
want friends who will be supportive. Who will stick with us when life is tough. Who will 
encourage us and not tear us down? Who will not judge us? But today we’re going to 
flip this around. We are going to consider how we can become the kind of friend for 
others that we want to have. 
 
Life always begins with becoming rather than finding. Dating is not about finding the 
right person for your life. Marriage is not about finding the perfect man or woman. No, 
it’s about becoming the person God wants you to be. In this way, whether you do date 
and get married... or you don’t... you still win, because you are becoming the person 
that God wants you to be. 
 
So, with this in mind, we need to look at what it takes to be the kind of friend we want 
to have in our lives. First, we need to be a friend who is 
sincere and not phony. A friend with no hidden agendas. A 
friend who isn’t hypocritical or two-faced. A friend who 
doesn’t just tell others what they want to hear but speaks 
the truth. 
 
Second, we need to be a friend who extinguishes evil and 
celebrates well. We do this by de-escalating conflict in-
stead of fanning the flames of conflict. We speak the truth 
as we extend mercy and forgiveness, just like Jesus did for 
us. While we do not turn a blind eye to the truth, we assume the best of people and 
are ready to humbly work to restore relationships without thought of personal gain. 
 
Third, we need to be a friend who is open-handed with our resources. We share and 
actively meet needs. 
 
Fourth, we need to be a friend who rises above the situation. We don’t have to show 
up to every fight in which we are invited to participate. We can choose to politely with-
draw from conflict. To do the unexpected by blessing those who curse us. There is 
freedom in not having to get even. As we follow God’s purpose and leave it to him to 
deal with those who curse us, we honor the size of our God and trust he will take care 
of everything in the very best way. 
 
Fifth, we need to be a friend who moves freely among all people. We all want the 
friend who says, “I can float with the up-and-ups and the down-and-outs. I can float 
with the high-and-mighty and be just as happy with those in lower states.” A true 
friend is there in all circumstances, whether we are at the top or the bottom. The gos-
pel doesn’t treat people differently, and neither should we.  
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DAY FOURTEEN 

Sixth, we need to be a friend who is a peacemaker. We need to recognize that while 
we don’t have the power to change others, we can change ourselves. We may not be 
able to have peace with another person in our lives, but we can have peace toward 
that person. And if we are at peace with that person, then we are reflecting the gospel. 
We are living free. 

 
So, today try to be the friend you want to have. By doing so, you will find friends who 
will recognize the power of the gospel in your life and be drawn closer to God. 
  
Respond 
How would you describe the bulk of the friendships that you have had? 
What do you look for in a friend? 
What is the difference between finding a friend and being a friend? 
What do you find is the most challenging part of being a friend? 
If God could do one thing in your life to empower you to “live at peace with everyone,” 
what would you want it to be? 
  

 

  

 

Romans 12:17-18 
Romans 12:9-11 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Louie Giglio for this devotional. 

DAY FIFTEEN 

BECOMING SOMEONE VS. FINDING SOMEBODY 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught a kingdom message about what it means to 
live in relationship. Jesus, after describing God’s care for the smallest parts of his crea-
tion—the birds of the air and the flowers in the field—poses this question: “Are you 
not much more valuable than they?” Jesus says that God is going to provide for us 
more abundantly than he provides each day for them. We don’t have to be anxious for 
anything. 
 
Unfortunately, anxiety tends to be a huge part of our lives. We worry about what job 

we will have. What house we will have. How others will 
perceive us. This anxiety carries into our relationships. We 
worry about meeting that special person. The wedding we 
will have. The children we have to raise. But Jesus says 
don’t worry about tomorrow, for you have a Father who 
promises if you will make seeking him a priority, he will 
make providing for you a priority. 
 
God knows that what you need most is a Maker, not a 
mate. When you’re focused on the Maker, you won’t be 

distracted by the cares of this world. When you’re working on falling in love with your 
Maker, you become the person someone else wants in his or her life. 
 
You can’t control the people who come into your life and how they respond to you, but 
you can control how you invest in becoming the person God wants you to be. You can 
burn a lot of energy seeking that right person and miss what you need to work on in 
yourself. 
 
When you submit yourself to God to be molded, he will move you toward the people 
he wants you to meet. You don’t have to be anxious about being in the right place at 
the right time or fear who will miss out. If you commit to submitting to the process of 
becoming, God will be responsible for the process of bringing. So, if you want to get 
close to somebody, the answer is to move toward Jesus. 
 
The enemy will try to get you to stress about your relationships and whether you will 
meet that special person. He knows if he can get you to worry about the future, it robs 
the power of what God wants to do in you today. The power you need is not in what 
God has done in the past, though you should certainly celebrate that. It is not in what 
you hope God will do in the future, though you can have confidence in that. The true 
power is what God, through Christ, wants you to become in the here and now.  
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DAY FIFTEEN 

There’s a whole world of people who think their happiness depends on their ability to 
get what they think they need right now. But true happiness is rooted in a Father who 
sees what we need and is able to provide into our lives at just the proper time. We 
have the same needs as everyone else on planet Earth. Food. Clothes. Shelter. We all 
need the same stuff—we just believe the solution is in bringing those things to God 
and trusting that he will provide. 
  
Respond 
How easy or difficult is it for you to take Jesus’ words at face value and not worry about 
the future? What do you tend to worry about the most? 
What do you find yourself worrying about more: the past or the future? How does this 
worry affect your relationship with Jesus? 
What does it mean to shift your priority from finding somebody to becoming some-
one? Where do you need God to shape, sculpt, and form you? 
  

 

 

Matthew 6:25-26 
  

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Louie Giglio for this devotional. 

DAY SIXTEEN 

HANDSHAKE OF PEACE 
 

Is there a relationship in your life that has in some way been severed or shattered? Is 
there a gap in a relationship that you feel is irreconcilable? Today, I want you to think 
about the possibility of reconciliation, restoration, and resolution in those relation-
ships. 
 
If you belong to Jesus, God’s purpose and plan is that you would find a way to live at 
peace with everybody. You may think this is impossible, but remember that with God 
all things are possible. Through the cross God made peace 
with you. He didn’t have to do this—he wasn’t threatened 
by you or in need of something from you. He wanted a 
relationship with you. 
 
Thus, the cross is the template for reconciliation in your 
relationships. And the most important element in that 
reconciliation is the gospel. Jesus overcame evil with good, 
and he asks you to do the same by loving your enemies. 
However, if there is going to be reconciliation in your life, 
you are going to have to take the ax of grace and cut down the tree of bitterness and 
resentment. You are going to have to ask God to make that situation with the other 
person into a story that reflects his mercy. 
 
Now, to do this will require supernatural power. After all, it’s not natural to forgive 
others who have wronged you. But as a Jesus follower you can see this possibility for 
peace because you know that if God can make peace with you, he can make peace 
with anybody. 
 
This is not to say peace will always happen—but it does rest on you to offer the oppor-
tunity. Scripture says “as far as it depends on you,” because you are the one who’s got 
the supernatural power of Jesus in your life. So it is on you to go as far as possible to 
seek the peace. 
 
If you want to really stand out in life and become a peacemaker, you will have to go 
the extra mile. You will have to refuse to allow destructive patterns to be reestablished 
in your life. You have to own your part in the hurt and let go of your need to get even 
or keep record of the wrong. You may have to end the relationship peacefully to live 
free of the unhealthy dynamics that brought the relationship down. 
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DAY SIXTEEN 

It is the Holy Spirit within you who enables this process of reconciliation to take place 
in shattered relationships. The same Spirit of God who birthed the Son of God, the 
Prince of Peace, can birth the process of peace between you and the person with 
whom you seek reconciliation. Your prayer needs to be, “God, I want you to be glori-
fied in this more than I want to be right. I want this relationship restored—but Spirit of 
God, you are going to have to do this in me.” Then you can retire from retaliation, 
bankrupt your endeavor to get even and walk with all the weight off of your shoulders. 
Because as far as it depended on you, you chose to live at peace with others—
regardless of their response. 
 
Respond 
How have you responded in the past to broken relationships? How does your relation-
ship with God impact how you handle hurt in a relationship? 
What mindset is required for you to live at peace with others? What is God’s role in 
achieving justice in a wrongdoing? What part of this process is the most difficult for 
you? 
How can you offer peace and forgiveness without enabling destructive behavior? How 
do you know when reconciliation is not possible? 

 

 
  

 

Romans 12:17-18 
Romans 12:21 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Louie Giglio for this devotional. 

DAY SEVENTEEN 

LEAVING JUSTICE TO GOD 
 

There is definitely a tension when it comes to forgiving others who have wronged you. 
In some cases, the other person won’t want peace. Instead, they will elevate conflict... 
and if there isn’t any conflict, they will try to create it. For others, you may be saying, 
“That person does not need reconciliation. That person needs justice in the form of a 
prison sentence.” 
 
It is important to remember that the grace of God and the reconciliation process don’t 
abdicate the process of justice. It just reassigns justice. When you forgive, you resign 
from being the arbiter and the effector of justice against that person. You choose to 
assign that role to God. 
 
You can seek peace, and if necessary seek justice, but then you leave the outcome in 

God’s hands. You focus on peace, not on making someone 
pay for his hurt against you. You refuse to allow seeking 
retribution to become your mission in life. 
Now, being an agent of peace doesn’t mean you choose to 
be blind to danger. If you and/or your family are at risk 
from someone, your mission is to get yourself and them in 
a safe place. In some relationships, you may need to adjust 
some things, set some boundaries, and establish some 
distance. But from a place of protection, you can still live 
with an attitude that says, “I have to get away from you 

right now, but I want to try, by the power of God, to live at peace with you in my heart. 
If it’s possible for me to do that with you, that’s what I’m going to seek. But if it’s only 
possible for me to do that away from you, that’s what I’m going to seek.” 
 
Always remember that the Holy Spirit is the agent of peace. He brings your spirit to life. 
And when your spirit comes to life, Christ takes up residence in you and you have a 
brand new life! You now live by the power of the Spirit, not by your sinful nature. The 
fruit of the Spirit includes love, joy and peace, patience, goodness, and self-control—
and these are all things you need for reconciliation. These are the gifts you need in 
relationships where there is real hatred, animosity, bitterness, pain, and big-time 
wounds. 
 
You can depend on the power of the Spirit as you walk in the Spirit and live in peace, 
not in war. For what purpose? So that Jesus can be glorified and so that many people’s 
lives can be changed. The possibility of peace that God creates in you impacts the peo-
ple on both sides of reconciliation—beyond yourself and the person you seek to recon-
cile. When you seek peace and leave seeking justice to God, you bring people—maybe 
even nations—to Christ.  
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DAY SEVENTEEN 

Respond 
In what relationships do you feel you need justice? What is your role in seeking peace 
with those individuals? What boundaries do you need to set up to protect yourself? 
Where do you need to seek peace in your heart over the pain of a relationship? How 
can you find peace even if that relationship is not repairable? 
How might your example of seeking peace in a difficult relationship impact the people 
in your life? How can the power of the Holy Spirit in your life draw others to faith in 
Jesus? 

 

  

 

Romans 12:19 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Louie Giglio for this devotional. 

DAY EIGHTEEN 

JESUS AS A MENTOR 
 

We can visualize Jesus as a CEO, Jesus as an environmentalist, and even think about 
what Jesus’ politics might have been. But in reality . . . in history . . . what Jesus did 
that’s inarguable is mentor. He mentored twelve guys for 
three years. It’s well documented . . . by four different 
authors, two of which were eyewitnesses and products of 
His mentoring process. 
 
If there’s anything we should be able to learn from Jesus 
and replicate in our own lives, it’s mentoring. We have a 
documented model with proven results. His mentees be-
came wholly committed to His mission, worked together 
as an effective team, and through their efforts, arguably 
one-third of the world’s population believes in what they taught. From eleven people 
to two billion people . . . Jesus was a pretty good mentor. 
 
And His final instruction to us before He returned to His place in heaven with the Fa-
ther was what? “Go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19). He’s telling us, “Go and do 
what I did. Go and find some people who are a little farther behind you on the path, 
and help them take their next steps, just as I did with my disciples!” His call is universal. 
It transcends gender. It certainly transcends vocations since none of Jesus’ mentees 
were church people (nor was He). 
 
Over the next few days, this reading plan will be looking at how Jesus did what He did 
and achieved the success that He did. We’ll look at the practices Jesus used to mentor 
His disciples. Is there a better place to look for best practices than to Jesus? And those 
practices are there . . . visible . . . right there in the Scriptures . . . for all to see and ap-
ply. 
 
Challenge: Do you want a mentor? Would you be willing to mentor? Before you launch 
out, spend the next 12 days learning how Jesus went about mentoring. 

 

  

 

Matthew 28:18-20 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Regi Campbell for this devotional. 
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DAY NINETEEN 

MENTORING ON PURPOSE 
 

Jesus’ mentoring was on purpose. It was all about the Father and Kingdom building. 
Jesus was on a mission, and mentoring was a fundamental strategy to fulfilling it. 
 
In John 10:10, we hear Jesus’ mission, His purpose . . . “I have come that they may have 

life and have it to the full.” 
His mission was to show us the kind of life that God in-
tended for us to have. A life filled with meaning and won-
der . . . a life of purpose. 
 
When we think about the life Jesus lived, the life He mod-
eled for us, we see someone who loved and served peo-
ple. And was intentional about it. 
 
As Christians, when we accept the Father’s offer of salva-

tion through Jesus, we get life . . . eternal life. We get a life of peace while we finish out 
our days here on Earth. 
 
But if we want the second part, “and have [life] to the full,” we have to move beyond 
the gift of our salvation. We have to want more. To get involved in the cause Jesus 
started . . . the cause of redemption. We have to become others-focused; to start 
thinking outside our own little world. 
 
Challenge: Suppose we ask God right now, “What would You have me do? I know my 
purpose is to bring glory to You, but how would You have me do that through mentor-
ing?" Journal your thoughts and continue to pray for guidance. 
 
John 10:7-10 

 

  

 

DAY TWENTY 

MENTORS ARE SELFLESS—IT’S NOT ABOUT ME 
 

Mentoring like Jesus is a selfless endeavor. Jesus mentored out of obedience to the 
Father. He got nothing out of it personally. He simply responded to God’s call on His 
life and did what the Father led Him to do. 
Mentoring like Jesus starts with selflessness on the part of the mentor. There has to be 
a drive or a calling to give back . . . to pay it forward. A commitment to the cause calls 
the mentor above selfish interest and toward selflessness. 
Think about all the ways Jesus exhibited selflessness during his life on earth: 

• He owned nothing so He could travel light and be totally focused on others. 

• He gave up family to be about His mission. 

• He often provided free food for people who were 

listening to His teaching. 

• He helped fishermen catch fish. 

• He healed people left and right and never asked for 

anything in return. Often He even asked people He 
healed not to tell anyone so that He wouldn’t even 
get the credit publicly. 

 
But the “biggie” is His death on the cross. Jesus voluntarily gave His life so we could be 
forgiven for our sins and have eternal life. 
What did Jesus get in return for this? Nothing. It was the ultimate act of selflessness . . . 
to give His life for the very people killing Him. That defines selflessness. 
The selflessness of a good mentor is obvious. There’s a willingness to invest time in 
others when there is no return on investment for himself. In corporate settings, men-
tors often get recognized for their participation . . . a plaque, an article in the company 
newsletter and an awards banquet where they receive applause. But mentoring like 
Jesus did promises none of that. It’s is a one-way street . . . from mentor to mentee. No 
payback. No quid pro quo. Just selfless giving. And it’s wonderful. 
Challenge: How many things completely selfless things do you do? Our Father in heav-
en is watching, and selflessness makes Him smile. Of all the human endeavors He likes, 
mentoring younger ones for kingdom purposes has to be one of His favorites . . . be-
cause that’s what His Son did when He was here. Will you say “yes” to His call to go 
make disciples? 

Philippians 2:3-8 

 
 ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Regi Campbell for this devotional. 
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DAY TWENTY ONE 

HANDPICKED FOR HISTORY 
 

Jesus picked the twelve. They didn’t pick Him. This is one of the most valuable lessons 
we can take from Him. And one of the most countercultural aspects of becoming a 
mentor like Jesus. 
 

Typically, when we think of mentoring we picture a potential mentee reaching out to 
an older, wiser person . . . “Hey, I’d love to pick your brain sometime.” But the Scrip-
tures don’t depict Jesus mentoring that way. 
 

In fact, visualize the rich young ruler as he approached Jesus . . . you could paraphrase 
what he was asking as “I’m a good guy. I’ve obeyed the 
commandments. What would it take for me to join up, to 
follow you, to become one of your inner circle?” 
 

We can imagine Jesus . . . reading the young man’s mo-
tives from his expression of interest in the kingdom, 
“Great, go sell all your possessions and come back to see 
me.” End of conversation. 
 

Jesus was intentional. When He picked His mentees, He 
sought the advice of His Father. He prayed all night long before inviting the twelve to 
become His apostles. This decision was serious . . . Jesus sought the counsel of His Fa-
ther and gave it the time it deserved. 
 

We don’t know exactly why Jesus picked the guys he did, but we can make some infer-
ences from His choices. He chose guys for their Kingdom potential. Think about it, His 
results were astounding . . . eleven guys . . . two billion Christians. And even His pick of 
Judas had a purpose. Through his betrayal, we get a good picture of a bad example . . . 
of greed and of the ultimate remorse that comes with turning away from Jesus. 
 

Were they the most talented? Most spiritual? Probably not. But somehow, Jesus saw 
their potential. They followed Him with unwavering loyalty until the very end. They 
listened. They practiced what He taught them. They asked questions. The group was 
made up of laypeople, not “church people” . . . diverse . . . anything but a holy huddle. 
These guys were ready to learn, and Jesus saw that in them. 
 

Challenge: If God were to speak directly to you today and say, “Choose five people, 
younger than you in their faith-walk, and invite them to be mentored by you over the 
next 9-12 months,” what names would you write down? If you asked God to lead you 
to talk to a pastor at your church about mentoring, what name would you write down? 
Try it. See whom God brings to mind.  

Luke 6:12-13 
Matthew 19:16-22 

 

 ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Regi Campbell for this devotional. 

DAY TWENTY TWO 

MULTIPLIERS—THEN PAY IT FORWARD 
 

Jesus’ mentoring strategy had a required multiplication element, and He was never 
foggy about it. From His first call to His first mentees, He made clear that His kingdom 
was about making them “fishers of men,” not just “catching fish.” It was about more 
than leading the disciples to faith. They had obviously demonstrated their faith by 
dropping their nets and taking the first step. If Jesus was only looking for them to be-
lieve, He could have immediately said, “Ok, ok, it’s clear you guys believe in Me. You’ve 
shown you’re willing to stop what you’re doing and follow Me. So just go back to work 
and have a nice day. Your faith has saved you.” 
But that wasn’t why He did it. He wanted them to experience the joy of being a part of 
the redemptive process . . . of becoming “fishers of men.” And they did. 
The book-end of Jesus’ earthly mentoring relationship with 
His mentees ended as it began with the call to “go and 
make disciples.” A pretty consistent challenge I’d say. 
And they did as He asked, traveling thousands of miles, 
telling the stories of Jesus . . . not so much what He taught 
but what they saw. Ultimately most of them were killed 
for saying what they saw their mentor do. That’s commit-
ment. 
For Jesus’ disciples, multiplication was just part of what 
they signed up for . . . it excluded no one. Likewise, never 
agree to mentor someone unless they agree to mentor someone else down the road. 
We can’t force them to follow-through on that commitment, but that’s between them 
and God anyways. The truth is, most of them will gladly mentor others out of gratitude 
for what the Lord does for them through the time they spend with you. And many will 
become lifers . . . after all, it’s hard to stop when you experience the joy of seeing your 
mentees gain the whole-life maturity Scripture talks about and knowing you played a 
role in helping them toward that maturity. 
Challenge: People become all-in Jesus-followers by spending intentional time with 
more mature Jesus-followers. It doesn’t take that much time . . . it takes consistent, 
intentional time. Ask God to put a desire in your heart to mentor others. 
 
 
      Matthew 4:18-20 
      Matthew 28:19 
 

 ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Regi Campbell for this devotional. 
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DAY TWENTY THREE 

TRUTH AT THE CORE 
 

Mentoring is about the transfer of truth . . . God’s truth . . . to the next generation of 
leaders. And a big part of that is the memorization of Scripture so it can be recalled and 
acknowledged in moments of need. 
 

Think about Jesus. He quoted Scripture constantly, notably when He was in trouble. 
Remember when Jesus was in the desert for forty days? He had no food the whole 
time so you can imagine how hungry he was when the devil came to Him with an offer. 
“The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread’” (Luke 4:3). Jesus answered the devil’s tempting offer by reminding Himself 
(and the devil), “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone’” (v. 4). 
 

He was quoting Deuteronomy 8:3 which says: 
“He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which nei-
ther you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread 
alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” 
 

Scripture wasn’t just what Jesus knew . . . it was what Jesus was. In the moment, He 
was able to recall specific Scriptures that reminded Him of 
God’s truth and His faithfulness. 
 

But Jesus didn’t teach on every verse He knew, and nei-
ther should you. Jesus amplified the verses He knew the 
Father wanted Him to. Mentoring isn’t the same as a Bible 
study. So don’t try to make it into one or feel guilty be-
cause it isn’t. Teach your mentees Scriptures that God has 
used to teach you.  
 

One of the best parts of mentoring occurs when you let your mentees see “under the 
hood.” Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “What you are thunders so loudly that I cannot 
hear what you say to the contrary.” And when you transparently let them know “what 
you are,” how you think, how you became the person you are, truth gets transferred 
inexplicably. To hold that back would be to cheat them of the best part. Just as Jesus 
would have cheated us had He not let us see who He really was . . . a compassionate, 
tender, loving, smart God-man who gave everything up for us. 
 

Challenge: Create a list of the Scripture verses that mean the most to you . . . that most 
guide your life. Make a note by each one, explaining how it came to be significant to 
you. Now ask God to put you in a position to share these truths with one or more 
mentees. God’s word, wrapped in your personal story and application, is amazingly 
impactful for less mature Jesus-followers.  
 

             Luke 4:1-4 
       Deuteronomy 8:3 
 

 ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Regi Campbell for this devotional. 

 

DAY TWENTY FOUR 

TEACHING BY DOING 
 

Here’s where mentoring is unique. A teacher can teach what he could never do him-
self. A coach usually coaches what he could do long ago . . . in athletics it’s usually long, 
long ago. 
 

But mentoring involves teaching as you do something. Mentoring occurs as you’re 
doing life together . . . being in the moment . . . interactive. It’s happening right now for 
both the mentor and the mentee. 
 

Remember the powerful moment when Jesus stood, re-
moved His outer garment, wrapped a towel around His 
waist, and washed His disciples’ feet? In that culture wash-
ing feet was the lowest, nastiest job. But Jesus did it to 
model serving in a radical, emotional, physical way. 
 

Afterward, He added meaning to His act, explaining how 
love is about serving: 
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I 
tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you 
do them. (John 13:14-17) 
 

Or think about how Jesus taught acceptance by accepting people. He accepted the 
most unacceptable people in His world. He would dine in the homes of tax collectors 
and others who were “sinners” in the eyes of the Jewish leaders. Then he would go to 
the home of a Pharisee and dine. One day He was with the outsider of outsiders, and 
the next He was sitting with the utmost insider. 
 

We all do better when someone is watching. As you embrace this mentoring challenge, 
you’ll realize that you’re teaching by doing, that you’re doing life all the time and that 
your mentees are watching. Our mentees learn how to love their spouses by how we 
love our spouses . . . how to love their kids by how we love ours.  
 

We teach them how to love and serve the church by how we love and serve our 
churches. And ultimately, we teach them how to be mentors . . . to disciple others as 
we’ve discipled them. 
 

Challenge: As we get older and wiser, we devalue what we learn along the way. We 
think our “life lessons” would be useless to younger ones. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Right now, ask God bring to mind someone to take with you the next 
time you do ministry. You have hidden treasure that could make a huge difference in 
the life of a mentee.  
   John 13:14-17 
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DAY TWENTY FIVE 

STARTING NOW, ENDING THEN 
 

 
One of the biggest reasons people don’t mentor is the perceived amount of time it 

takes. They don’t know how often they’re going to have to 
meet with their mentee or maybe more importantly, how 
long the relationship is going to last. 
 

A good mentor will always be there for a mentee, but 
there is incredible value in setting a specific beginning and 
ending date for formal mentoring. 
 

When we look at Jesus, we see He only mentored His disci-
ples for about three years, so there must be some value in 

mentoring for a defined period. Jesus could have left the carpenter shop any time He 
wanted. 
 

Often, we overcomplicate the job of mentoring. When you’re forty, you can mentor 
thirty-year-olds. When you’re twenty-five, you could potentially be a fabulous mentor 
to an eighteen-year-old. But when do you start? How do you know it’s time? 
Again, we look at Jesus. 
 

In John 2, we read about Jesus being at a wedding when His mom comes to Him in a 
panic, “The hosts are out of wine and the party’s just started. Do something Jesus!” 
 

Jesus was reluctant. He told His mom, “My time has not yet come” (John 2:4). 
 

He wasn’t sure it was time to start His ministry. We don’t know why He thought that, 
but we do know the Father put Him in that situation, and He responded. He said yes. 
He acted. He said, “Bring me jars filled with water,” and His ministry began. 
 

Challenge: Maybe right now, reading this day of this reading plan, is your moment. 
Maybe God is saying to you, “Your time has come. Get off the bench and get in the 
game.” Put a date on your calendar and start praying that God will make that your first 
day as an intentional mentor.  
 
            John 2:1-11 
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