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YOUR FAITH CAN MOVE MOUNTAINS 

“Have faith in God! If you have faith in God and don’t doubt, you can tell this mountain to 
get up and jump into the sea, and it will. Everything you ask for in prayer will be yours, if 
you only have faith.” (Mark 11:22-24 CEV) 

Faith opens the door to miracles. If you study the Bible and history, you find that every 
time God moves on Earth and does a miracle, it’s because somebody believed. 

Jesus said in Mark 11:22-24, “Have faith in God! If you have faith in God and don’t doubt, 
you can tell this mountain to get up and jump into the sea, and it will. Everything you ask 
for in prayer will be yours, if you only have faith” (CEV).  
 
Faith can move mountains! 

God has set up the universe in a hierarchy of laws, and the 
law of faith is actually a higher law than the laws of na-
ture. That’s where miracles come in. Because when faith is 
used, the law of faith goes into practice, and the law of 
faith can actually do more than the laws of physics. 
 
Does God still perform miracles today? Of course he does. 
Every time you stretch your faith, God does miracles — 
every single time. My question for you is this: What’s the 
mountain in your life that needs to be moved? What’s the 

thing you’ve already decided will never change? That’s a self-fulfilling prophecy. How do 
you know it won’t change? Maybe God wants your faith to supersede the law of nature. 
He has in the past. He is doing it today all around the world. God is in the mountain-
moving business. Do not doubt or underestimate what he wants to do in your life. 
 
Matthew 13:58 says, “[Jesus] did not do many miracles there because of their lack of 
faith” (NIV). 
 
You might say, “I don’t see many miracles in my life.” I wonder why! Are you seeing with 
eyes of fear, or are you seeing with eyes of faith? 
 
Faith opens the door to miracles.  

 Mark 11:22-24 

Matthew 13:58 
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WHAT FAITH DOES TO YOUR DREAMS 
 

“Glory be to God, who by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than 

we would ever dare to ask or even dream of — infinitely beyond our highest prayers, de-
sires, thoughts, or hopes.” (Ephesians 3:20 TLB) 
 
Faith turns God-given dreams into reality. Nothing happens until somebody starts dream-
ing! 
 
The Bible is full of people who had God-given dreams. 
Abraham dreamed of being the father of a great nation. 
Moses dreamed of setting God’s people free. Joseph 
dreamed of saving a nation and his own family. Through-
out Scripture, there are all kinds of people who were 
inspiring dreamers, like Daniel and Paul and David. 
 
Ephesians 3:20 says, “Glory be to God, who by his mighty 
power at work within us is able to do far more than we 
would ever dare to ask or even dream of — infinitely be-
yond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes” (TLB). 
 
Now, if there were ever a “blank check” verse in the Bible, that’s it. God is able to do far 
more than we would dare to ask. What are you afraid to ask God for? He is able to do far 
more than we could even dream of. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I’m a pretty big dreamer. I can think of some pretty big 
dreams I’ve had in my lifetime. God says, “Warren, think of the greatest thing you could 
ever dream of, the greatest thing you think I could do in your life. Guess what? I can top 
that.” 
 
If there were tears in Heaven, it would simply be because we would get there and realize 
all the things that we could have done if we had just believed God a little bit more. To me 
that would be Hell! Hell for me would be being shown everything I could have accom-
plished and become as a husband, a father, and a pastor if I had just believed God a little 
bit more. 
 
But there aren’t any tears in Heaven, and God gives you everything you need right now to 
accomplish what he has planned for you. I want to challenge you to dream big about your 
relationships, your marriage, your family, and your career. Your faith can turn those 
dreams into reality, because God is able to do far more than we would dare to ask or even 
dream of. 

Ephesians 3:20  

FAITH PRODUCES RESILIENCE  

“We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but 
not driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked 
down, but we are not destroyed.” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9 NLT, second edition) 
 
Faith unlocks the promises of God and it shows us the power of God and it turns dreams 
into reality and it gives us the power to hold on in tough times. 
But faith doesn’t always take you out of the problem. Faith often takes you through the 
problem. Faith doesn’t always take away the pain. Faith gives you the ability to handle the 
pain. Faith doesn’t take you out of the storm. Faith calms you in the midst of the storm. 
 
I remember reading the stories of Corrie ten Boom, a young Dutch Christian who helped 

many Jews escape the Holocaust before being sent to the 
Nazi death camps. She said that the people who lasted in 
those camps were those who had the deepest faith. Why? 
Because faith gives you the power to hold on in tough 
times. It produces persistence. 
 
Study after study has shown that probably the most im-
portant characteristic you could teach a child (and that 
you need in your own life) is resilience. It’s the 
ability to bounce back. It’s the ability to keep going. No-
body goes through life with an unbroken chain of success-

es. Everybody has failures and mistakes. We all embarrass ourselves. We all have pain. We 
all have problems. We all have pressures. The people who make it in life have resilience. 
 
Do you know how many times I’ve wanted to resign as pastor at Saddleback Church? Just 
every Monday morning. I go, “God, it’s too big. It’s too many people, too much responsi-
bility. I’m not smart enough. What am I supposed to say to that many people? Get some-
body else who can do a better job than this.”  Yet God says, “Keep going.” 
 
Where do you get the resilience to keep going? Faith. It’s believing God could do some-
thing any moment that could change the direction of your life, and you don’t want to miss 
it, so you keep moving forward. It’s believing that God will give you exactly what you need 
when you need it as you learn to rely on him to accomplish his purpose in you. 
 
This is the testimony of Paul, a great man of faith: “We are pressed on every side by trou-
bles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We are hunted 
down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed” (2 
Corinthians 4:8-9 NLT, second edition). 
 
                                               2 Corinthians 4:8-9 
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GROW, SOW, & GO IN FAITH 

 
“Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will 
grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankful-
ness.” (Colossians 2:7 NLT, second edition) 
 
God wants you to focus on growing, sowing, and going in faith. 
 
First, God wants you to grow in faith. He doesn’t want you to be a spiritual baby! The Bible 
says in Colossians 2:7: “Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on 
him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow 
with thankfulness” (NLT, second edition). 
 
And God wants you to sow in faith. He wants you to learn to become generous, because 
you cannot become like Christ without becoming generous. The Bible says, “Remember 
this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously” (2 Corinthians 9:6 NIV). 
 
This is the law of sowing and reaping, and it’s true in every area of life. If you sow criticism, 
you’re going to reap criticism. If you sow love, you’ll reap love. If you sow kindness, you 
will reap kindness. And you always reap more than you 
sow. When you plant one corn kernel in the ground, you 
don’t get one kernel back. 
You get a whole stalk. You always get more back —
positive or negative — of what you put out in life. 
 
Then God wants you to go in faith. 
 
Hebrews 11:8 says, “It was by faith Abraham obeyed 
God’s call to go to another place God promised to give 
him. He left his own country, not knowing where he was to 
go” (NCV). 
 
Would you do that? Abraham was up in years. He was in his retirement phase, just about 
to hang it up and settle down when God said, “No. Dust yourself off, and get ready for the 
greatest journey of your life.” When you live by faith, it involves going, often to places you 
were never planning to go. 
 
Why is it so important for you to develop your faith? 
 
Because everything that God does in your life he does by his grace and through your faith: 

“Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6a NIV). 
“According to your faith let it be done to you” (Matthew 9:29b). 
“Anything that is not done in faith is sin” (Romans 14:23b GW). 

THE FIRST STEP TO A MIRACLE 

 
““When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them …. So he began 
teaching them many things. By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. 
‘This is a remote place,’ they said, ‘and it’s already very late. Send the people away so that 
they can go … buy themselves something to eat.’ But he answered, ‘You give them some-
thing to eat.’ They said to him, ‘That would take more than half a year’s wages!’” (Mark 
6:34-37 NIV) 
 
If you want God to do a miracle in your life, the first thing you have to do is admit that you 
have an unsolvable problem. 
 
Mark 6:34-37 says, “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them …. So he began teaching them many things. By this time it was late in the day, so his 
disciples came to him. ‘This is a remote place,’ they said, ‘and it’s already very late. Send 
the people away so that they can go … buy themselves something to eat.’ But he an-
swered, ‘You give them something to eat.’ They said to him, ‘That would take more than 
half a year’s wages!’” (NIV) 
 
In this passage, we learn the three typical responses to an unsolvable problem in our lives: 
We procrastinate, we pass the buck, and we worry. 
 
First, we procrastinate. It was already late in the day when the disciples brought the prob-

lem to Jesus. They had all day to figure out how to feed 
the 5,000 people. When we have a problem we can’t 
solve, we just keep putting it off. We delay. We pretend it 
doesn’t exist. We look the other way. 
 
What problem are you avoiding in your marriage? What 
problem in your finances have you procrastinated about? 
What problem in your body are you putting off address-
ing? Procrastination only makes problems worse. 
 
Second, we pass the buck. We blame other people. In-

stead of dealing with the problem, the disciples wanted to send the people away. They 
thought, “Hey, we didn’t invite these people out here. We didn’t promise them food.” So 
they didn’t take responsibility for the need. Have you ever done that with a problem in 
your life? 
 
The third thing we do is worry. We fret, we stew, we get anxious, we get stressed out. 
When Jesus told the disciples to feed the people, their anxiety went into overdrive. I can 
just imagine Peter doing the cost analysis. “Five thousand people! How are we ever going 
to get the food and keep it hot and distribute it and then clean it up?” 
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Just like we do when we face a seemingly unsolvable problem, the disciples procrastinat-
ed, they passed the buck, and they worried. What’s the problem with this picture? They’re 
standing next to Jesus — the guy who can easily turn stones into bread if he wanted to, 
yet when he tells them to do something, they say, “Lord, that’s practically, financially, and 
humanly impossible.” 
 
Has God ever asked you to do something impossible and you replied, “Lord, I don’t have 
the time. I don’t have the money. I don’t have the energy. I don’t have the education”? 
 
God wants you to do the impossible because he wants to stretch your faith. When you 
have an unsolvable problem, just admit it, and then wait to see how God can turn it into a 
miracle. 
  
                                                        Mark 6:34-37 
 
ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Rick Warren for this 
devotional. 

WANT TO KNOW YOUR PURPOSE?  ASK YOUR CREATOR! 
 
“Everything, absolutely everything … got started in him and finds its purpose in 
him.” (Colossians 1:16 MSG) 
 
When you put your trust in Jesus Christ, you learn God’s purpose for your life. 
 
Most people don’t know the purpose of their lives. If you don’t know your purpose, you 
end up drifting through life. You get bounced around. You don’t control your life; your life 
controls you! 
 
There’s only one way you’re going to learn the purpose of 
your life. You’ve got to talk to your Creator. 
 
Sometimes people will say that if you want to know your 
purpose, look within. I did that. It didn’t work! You can’t 
tell you what your purpose is because you didn’t 
create you. Only the Creator can tell you what purpose 
you were created for. You will never, ever know the pur-
pose of your life until you believe in Jesus Christ, because 
he is your Creator. 
 
The Bible says, “Everything, absolutely everything … got started in him and finds its pur-
pose in him” (Colossians 1:16 MSG). 
 
Today so many people are confused about their identity and their purpose. They say, “I 
don’t know who I am, and I don’t know what I’m supposed to be doing with my life.” 
That’s because they’re looking in the wrong places. There is only one place to find your 
identity and purpose in life, and that’s through a relationship with your Creator, Jesus 
Christ. 
 
“It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for …. part of the overall 

purpose he is working out in everything and everyone” (Ephesians 1:11).  

Colossians 1:16 

Ephesians 1:11  
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HOW TO GET GOD’S POWER IN YOUR LIFE 
 
“God gives power to those who are tired and worn out, and he offers strength to the 
weak.” (Isaiah 40:29 NLT, second edition) 
 
When you believe in Jesus, you get God’s strength for daily living. 
 
I used to think this wasn’t a big deal. But I’ve realized that for most people the number 

one problem in life isn’t worry or fear or guilt or bitter-
ness. Their number one problem is weariness. 
 
I talk to people all the time who say, “I’m just so tired all 
the time. I can’t get it all done. I’m sick and tired of being 
sick and tired.” 
 
The reason why you’re tired all the time is you have a 
power shortage. And the reason you have a power short-
age is because you’re not plugged in to God’s power. 
You’re trying to live your life on your power alone. 

 
There’s no way you can fulfill your purpose in life without being plugged in to God’s pow-
er. A toaster unplugged is worthless. A blender unplugged is worthless. A vacuum cleaner 
has no purpose if it’s not plugged in to the power source. 
 
Isaiah 40:29 says, “God gives power to those who are tired and worn out, and he offers 
strength to the weak” (NLT, second edition). 
 
You need God’s power in more ways than you realize. Paul says it like this: “I have the 
strength to face all conditions by the power that Christ gives me” (Philippians 4:13 TEV). 
 
This is not positive mental attitude. This is not self-help psychology. This is not pull-
yourself-up-by-your-own-bootstraps thinking. No. This is supernatural power. 
What are the “all conditions”? The power to handle loneliness when you’re lonely. The 
power to handle stress when you’re under pressure. The power to handle guilt and fear 
and boredom and bitterness and rejection. The power to handle financial disaster. The 
power to handle health crises. The power to handle a relational predicament. 
 
Where does that power come from? It comes from God — when you believe in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
                                                                    Isaiah 40:29 
 
                                                                Philippians 4:13 
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YOU CAN BE SAVED, NO MATTER WHAT YOU’VE DONE 
 
“We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for every-
one who believes, no matter who we are.” (Romans 3:22 NLT, second edition) 
 
Because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross, everything you’ve ever done wrong is for-
given. God forgives you freely, completely, instantly, and repeatedly. 
Even if there were no such thing as a Heaven — but of 
course there is — it would be worth believing in Jesus just 
to get a clear conscience. I’ve talked to thousands of peo-
ple, and I know that most people are carrying secret guilt, 
secret regrets, and secret shame. You can be completely 
forgiven of that! 
 
Romans 3:22 says, “We are made right with God by plac-
ing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone 
who believes, no matter who we are” (NLT, second edi-
tion). 
 
I love that last part. It doesn’t matter who you are. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done, 
who you’ve done it with, how long you did it, or where you did it — you can be saved. You 
can be forgiven. Everything is forgiven when you trust in Jesus Christ. 

Romans 3:22 
 

ABC would like to thank YouVersion (Bible.com) and Rick Warren for this devotional. 

GOD CAN TOP YOUR BIGGEST DREAM 

 
“God can do anything, you know — far more than you could ever imagine or guess or 
request in your wildest dreams!” (Ephesians 3:20 MSG) 
 
God’s dream for your life is exponentially bigger than your dream. It’s eternally significant. 
 
There are a lot of dreams you could have that may seem big, but they wouldn’t be signifi-
cant. You could dream of being a millionaire by a certain age, but for what purpose? Do 
you think God put you on this planet to live for yourself? Of course not! God’s dream for 
your life is bigger than your dream. 
 
Ephesians 3:20 says, “God can do anything, you know — far more than you could ever 
imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!” (MSG) 
 
I’ve never been accused of small dreaming. I have big visions in life. Yet God says, “Rick, 

think of the greatest thing I could do in your life, the 
greatest way I could bless your life. Dream the biggest 
dream, the greatest vision — and I can top that!” 
 
You have no idea what God wants to do in your life. You 
are living such a small fraction of what you’re capable of. 
You are doing with your life such a small portion of what 
God wants to do in your life. 
 
God wants you to dream big. He wants you to base your 
dream not on what you think you can do but on what you 

think God can do. He wants you to use the imagination that he gave you, because dream-
ing big honors him. It shows faith. It shows trust. 
 
Many years ago Saddleback Church purchased 120 acres of land for our campus. That’s 
bigger than Disneyland! When word got out, people said, “What kind of church is this 
that’s going to go buy 120 acres of Orange County property? Who do those people think 
they are?” 
When I heard that, I said, “That’s the wrong question. The question should be, ‘Who do 
we think God is?’” We were dreaming big because we knew God had a big plan for Saddle-
back. 
 
Let the size of your God determine the size of your goal. 

Ephesians 3:20 
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THE BENEFIT OF BELIEVING 

 
“I am the one who raises the dead and gives them life again. Anyone who believes in me, 
even though he dies like anyone else, shall live again. He is given eternal life for believing in 
me and shall never perish.” (John 11:25-26a TLB) 
 
There are a lot of benefits to believing in Jesus and having a relationship with him, but 
even if there were nothing else, there would still be this, and it’s a pretty big deal: When 
you believe in Jesus Christ, you are guaranteed eternal life. Your eternity is sealed because 
of Jesus’ Resurrection. 
 
You see, Jesus bringing himself back to life changed everything. It literally split history into 
A.D. and B.C. It’s the most important event. And it proved three things. 
 
First, it proved that Jesus is exactly who he claimed to be. He repeatedly said he was the 
Son of God who came to die for our sins. And he did just that. 
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most well-
documented events in history. It would stand up in any 
court of law. In fact, it has many, many times throughout 
centuries. 
 
The Resurrection also proved that Jesus keeps his promis-
es. Jesus told his disciples that he was going to let the 
people kill him and that he would come back to life. If he 
kept that promise, then you know you can trust the other 
promises in the Word of God. 
 
The third thing the Resurrection proves is that there is life after death. If Jesus Christ had-
n’t resurrected, you would have no hope for the future. 
Jesus said in John 11:25-26, “I am the one who raises the dead and gives them life again. 
Anyone who believes in me, even though he dies like anyone else, shall live again. He is 
given eternal life for believing in me and shall never perish” (TLB). 
 
Where else are you going to get a promise like that? Nowhere! Who else can give that to 
you? No one! If you don’t get it from Jesus, you won’t have it. That is an amazing benefit, 
and it’s available to you today. What’s the qualification? You must believe. 
 
 
 
 

If you want to make a decision to believe in Jesus Christ and follow him, just pray this 
prayer: “Dear Jesus, you have promised that if I believe in you, everything I’ve ever done 
wrong will be forgiven, I will learn the purpose of my life, and you will accept me into your 
eternal home in Heaven one day. I confess my sin, and I believe that you are God, my Sav-
ior. I receive you into my life as my Lord. Today I’m turning over every part of my life to 
your management. You have the right to call the shots in my life. Jesus, I want to relax in 
your love. Thank you that I don’t have to earn it or deserve it or work for it. I want to use 
the rest of my life to serve you rather than serving myself. I humbly commit my life to you 
and ask you to save me and accept me into your family. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.” 

John 11:25-26 
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FAITH REQUIRES IMAGINATION 

“We fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be 
gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.” (2 Corinthians 4:18 NLT, second edi-
tion) 
 
When you can’t see something physically, you have to imagine it in your mind. Imagina-
tion is essential to living by faith. 
 
Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it 
gives us assurance about things we cannot see” (NLT, second edition). 
 
Faith is when we hope for something and we know it’s going to happen. In order to hope 

for something, you have to picture it in your mind. 
Hebrews 11 is God’s Hall of Fame. When you read through 
the heroes of faith, you realize that every one of them 
became heroes of faith because they used their imagina-
tion. 
 
For instance, God said to Abraham, “You’re 90 years old, 
and you have no kids. But I’m going to change your name 
from Abram to Abraham, which means ‘father of a great 
nation.’” 
 

He told Abraham to go outside at night and count the stars — that’s how many grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren he would have in his family tree — the nation of Israel! 
What is God doing when he tells Abraham to go count stars? He is activating his imagina-
tion. He’s saying, “I want you to visualize what I’m going to do in your life.” 
 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:18, “We fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For 
the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.” 
 
You can’t see the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, but they’re going to last for eternity. 
You can’t see your own soul, but it’s going to last for eternity. 
The Bible says you need to focus on the things that will last — the things you can’t actually 
see with your eyes. So how do you focus on things you can’t see? You use your imagina-
tion. 
 
Imagination shapes your life because it is essential to living by faith. 
 
                                                             2 Corinthians 4:18 
 
                                                                 Hebrews 11:1 
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DOUBT IS THE ENEMY OF IMAGINATION 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without find-
ing fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, 
because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That 
person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.” (James 1:5-7 NIV) 
 
Doubt is the enemy of imagination. 
 
When you were a kid, you had a great imagination. But the older you get, the more your 
imagination grows rusty. You stop imagining what things could be, and you just start living 
the way they are. You get stuck in the status quo, which is Latin for “the mess we’re in.” 
 
Doubt and fear neutralize what God wants to do in your life. It takes courage to imagine. 
Do you know why most people don’t imagine? Because they’re afraid of failure. 
 
Courage is doing the thing you fear the most. If you’re not 
afraid, you don’t need courage. Courage is when you’re 
scared to death and you say, “I’m going to do it anyway.” 
 
Every great thing that we’ve done at Saddleback Church, I 
was scared to death to do. But I just said we’re going to do 
it anyway. Why? Because I’m not about to let fear domi-
nate my life. So I move forward, trembling. 
 
Courage is when you do the right thing while you are 
afraid. You may wonder, “Should I wait until all my doubts are gone?” But you have to 
move against your fears. You have to ignore all the insecurity you’re feeling and just go for 
it. 
 
James 1:5-7 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 
all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe 
and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by 
the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord” (NIV). 
 
Your imagination is either going to be governed by fear or it’s going to be governed by 
faith. That’s your choice. If you let your imagination be governed by fear, you’re going to 
go around being freaked out, stressed out, and worried all the time. When you allow fear 
to control your imagination, you live a miserable life. 
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Instead, decide that you’re not going to allow fear to dominate. Let your faith dominate. 
Trust in God. Then you can move forward in faith and allow your imagination to be filled 

with all kinds of possibilities, because all things are possible with God.  

James 1:5-7 
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IT IS YOUR DREAM OR GOD’S DREAM? 

“If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake 
and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.” (Mark 8:35 NLT, second edition) 
 
How do you know if you are living for your dream or God’s dream? 
 
You may think you were created to get up, go to work, come home, watch TV, and go to 
bed, to make a little money, retire, and die. Really? You think that’s all God put you here 
for? 
 
If your dream is truly from God, it will somehow be connected to his Church and his plan 

for the world. Why would God give you a self-centered 
dream, unconnected to what he wants to do in the world? 
He wants to use you for his dream. He wants to use you 
for his plan. 
 
And what is God’s big, overarching plan? God is building a 
family, and he’s collecting family members from every 
nation, every tribe, every language, and every people 
group. When everybody’s in the family that he knows will 
be in the family, it’s over. We’re going into phase two, 
which is eternity. That’s God’s big plan. 

Right before Jesus went back to Heaven after the Resurrection, he gave the disciples a 
great vision, a great dream. It’s called the Great Commission: “Go and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20 NLT, second edition). 
 
The Great Commission is your commission. We’ve had 2,000 years of God building his 
family so that now there are 2.3 billion people in it. The Church is bigger than China and 
India combined. It’s bigger than anything else on this planet. Why? Because God created 
it. It’s the whole purpose of history. 
 
And when God gives you a dream for your life, it is somehow going to be connected to his 
overarching plan, the growth of his Church and his Kingdom, and the building of his family 
until the day it’s completed and we all go to Heaven.  You weren’t put here on Earth to 
live for yourself. Ask God to give you his dream for your life so that you can be part of the 
biggest, best, and most important story. 
 
“If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake 
and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it” (Mark 8:35). 

Mark 8:35 
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WHY NOT YOUR BEST? 

“Do your best to improve your faith.” (2 Peter 1:5a CEV) 
 

Admiral Hyman Rickover was the father of America’s nuclear Navy. He once interviewed a 
Naval Academy graduate for a job on a nuclear submarine and let the young man talk for 
two hours about anything he wanted to, and the cadet really tried to show off his intelli-

gence and ability. 
 

Right before the young man left, Admiral Rickover asked him a very direct question: 
“When you were in school and in all your life, did you always do your best?” The young 

man started to say “yes” but then realized it wasn’t truthful. “No,” he said, “I didn’t do my 
best all the time.” Admiral Rickover looked at him with piercing eyes and said, “Why not?” 

 
Why not? The question burned in the young man’s heart, and the interview was a turning 

point in his life. That young cadet became the 39th president of theU.S., Jimmy Carter, 
who wrote a book called Why Not the Best? 

 
If you want to give your best to God, there are three 
things you must do that every soldier understands. 

 
1. You must define what you would die for. 

 
Until you know what you’re willing to die for, you’re not 

ready to live or love. Soldiers know there are some things 
more valuable than their own lives. Even Jesus talked 

about it: “The greatest love is shown when a person lays 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13b TLB). You measure love not by what people tell 

you but by their willingness to sacrifice. 
 

2. You must sacrifice your own comfort. 
Soldiers do this all the time. They serve in extreme temperatures and give up control of 

their schedules and aren’t making a lot of money. They give up a lot of things. 
 

You don’t become a great man or woman of God without sacrificing. You don’t become 
great by doing what’s easy or comfortable. You become great by committing yourself to 

something greater than yourself and then being willing to sacrifice for it. The greater your 
sacrifice in life, the greater your character will be. The Bible says in 2 Timothy 2:3, “Endure 

suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” (NLT, second edition). 
 
 

3. You must eliminate distractions. 
The Bible says, “No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather 
tries to please his commanding officer” (2 Timothy 2:4 NIV). Soldiers know they can’t be 
distracted by civilian life if they want to be ready to respond to a leader’s command. 
 
If you want to be great, if you want to be the best you can be, you must start spending 
more of your time, money, and energy on things that are going to last forever and less 
time, money, and energy on things that don’t really matter. 
If you want to give your best to God, why not start with these three steps? 

2 Peter 1:5 
 

John 15:13 
 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 
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WHAT DOES GOD PROMISE WHEN YOU GIVE?  
 
“Give, and you will receive. You will be given much. It will be poured into your hands — 
more than you can hold. You will be given so much that it will spill into your lap. The way 
you give to others is the way God will give to you.” (Luke 6:38 ICB) 
 
To reap a great harvest, you must plant generously in faith. 
 
My wife Kay and I have done this hundreds and hundreds of times. We give away 91 per-

cent of our income and live on 9 percent. We’ve raised 
that from giving 10 percent 40 years ago. I’m an example 
of the fact that you cannot out-give God. I’ve tried for 40 
years and lost every year. 
 
To plant generously in faith, you need to remember two 
promises of Jesus. Luke 6:38 says, “Give, and you will 
receive. You will be given much. It will be poured into your 
hands — more than you can hold. You will be given so 
much that it will spill into your lap. The way you give to 
others is the way God will give to you” (ICB). 

 
The way you give to others is the way God will give to you. You need to start being gener-
ous in planting seeds in this life to harvest in the next. 
Then in Mark 10:29-30 Jesus gives a guarantee about anything you give up for his sake. He 
says, “There is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or chil-
dren or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this time … and in the age to come eternal life” (ESV). 
 
God says that anything that you give up for his sake, anything you sacrifice for his Kingdom 
will be returned a hundredfold. You know how much a hundredfold is? That’s 10,000 
percent interest. Do you know any stockbroker that will guarantee that? Only God and his 
Son can do that. They’ve been doing business with people like you for 2,000 years. 
 
These are the promises of God. You can believe them or not. But if you don’t believe 
God’s promises, I have to ask you this: Why do you believe Jesus will save you and take 
you to Heaven? That’s the same Jesus. Why do some people trust God with their eternal 
salvation, but they don’t trust God with their finances? It only makes sense to trust him 
for both and to plant generously in faith so that you can reap a harvest. 

Luke 6:38 
 

Mark 10:29-30 
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SOW GODLINESS IN THE NEXT GENERATIONS  
 
“I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now 
you will get to gather the harvest.” (John 4:38 NLT, second edition) 
 
A few years ago PBS did a series of family histories of famous Americans. They wanted to 
include a pastor, so they asked me if I would participate. They took a swab of DNA from 
my mouth, and they used it to trace my family tree back a thousand years. They didn’t 
discover that I’m the descendant of kings, but they found all kinds of interesting things 
and compiled it for a TV special. 
 
One of the things they discovered is the amount of godly ancestors I have. I am reaping 
the benefit and blessings from grandparents and great-grandparentsand others who were 
praying for their children’s children. I can see the blessings 
in my life because I had people in my family who loved 
God and were praying for future generations. 
 
I know many would say, “I didn’t have a family like that. 
But I’d like to have a legacy like that.” You start it! Start it 
with your family. You determine that the future genera-
tions of your family name are going to be blessed because 
you planted seeds of godliness. If you do, the people who 
come out of your family tree will have a blessing in herit-
age. 
 
You are harvesting both good and bad from your past because you’re not the only person 
sowing. You need to take your choices very seriously, because your life is going to affect 
future generations. You can’t control the past, but you can break the chain of hurt and 
abuse and ungodliness now. You can establish a godly legacy by sowing seeds of prayer 
and love and generosity and faith. 
 
Jesus said in John 4:38, “I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant; others had already 
done the work, and now you will get to gather the harvest” (NLT, second edition). 

John 4:38 
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THREE SPIRITUAL LESSONS TO KEEP YOU IN THE RACE 

“In a race everyone runs, but only one person gets first prize. So run your race to win. To 
win the contest you must deny yourselves many things 

that would keep you from doing your best. An athlete goes 
to all this trouble just to win a blue ribbon or a silver cup, 
but we do it for a heavenly reward that never disappears. 
So I run straight to the goal with purpose in every step. I 

fight to win.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-26 TLB) 
 

Did you know that you’re in a race? 
 

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 9:24-26, “In a race every-
one runs, but only one person gets first prize. So run your 

race to win. To win the contest you must deny yourselves many things that would keep you 
from doing your best. An athlete goes to all this trouble just to win a blue ribbon or a silver 
cup, but we do it for a heavenly reward that never disappears. So I run straight to the goal 

with purpose in every step. I fight to win” (TLB). 
 

While you’re running your race, I don’t want you to get sidelined. I don’t want you to get 
run off into a ditch. I want you to make it to the finish line and win the prize. 

 
Just like the soldier, the athlete has three things to teach us about being the best we can 

be. 
1. You must intend to win. 

 
This is the difference in being a casual Christian and a committed Christian. Is there a 

difference between a competitive golfer and a casual golfer? Oh yeah. The committed 
golfer takes it seriously. He’s playing to win. The casual golfer is just having fun during his 

time off. The difference is the degree of seriousness. 
 

If you’re going to win in life, it’s got to be intentional. It’s not going to happen by accident 
or without effort. How serious are you about being who God made you to be? 

 
2. You must discipline yourself. 

 
No athlete becomes a pro athlete without training. You don’t become great by doing 

whatever you feel like doing. There are no shortcuts to maturity. There are no shortcuts to 
greatness. 

 
What are some things you can do without so you can spend more time with God, give 

more to God, serve more, and be more of what God wants you to be? 
 
 

3. You must stay focused on the reward. 
 
You can handle enormous pain and discipline in your life if you realize there’s a purpose 
for it and that there’s going to be a payoff at the end. 
 
The Bible says in Hebrews 12:2, “Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished 
this race we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed 
— that exhilarating finish in and with God — he could put up with anything along the way: 
Cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right alongside 
God” (MSG). 

1 Corinthians 9:24-26 
 

Hebrews 12:2 
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PLANT YOUR SEEDS WISELY 
 
“Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit 
with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” (Genesis 1:11 NIV) 
 
Everything starts as a seed. That’s the first law of the harvest. 
 
Every achievement started as a dream seed. America started as an idea seed of life and 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Saddleback Church started as a seed. Your life started 
as a seed — when your father’s seed was connected with 
your mother’s egg, your life began. Literally everything 
that’s living on planet Earth came from a seed. 
 
In Genesis 1:11 God said, “Let the land produce vegeta-
tion: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear 
fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds” (NIV). 
 
A seed is anything valuable that you give away. When you 
give away praise, there’s value to that. When you give 
away good advice, there’s value to that. When you give 
away your time, there’s value to that. When you give away your money, there’s value to 
that. When you share your experience to help other people, there’s value to that. When 
you give your love away, there’s great value to that. 
 
It all starts as a seed, whether it’s your time, money, appreciation, wisdom, or energy. 
 
Your words can also be seeds that you plant in people’s minds. They grow and they bear 
fruit. So you need to choose your words wisely, especially when you’re talking with people 
that you love, like your children, your husband, your wife, and your friends. 
 
Let me ask you this: What kind of seeds are you planting in your relationships? Are you 
planting seeds of trust, or are your planting seeds of distrust? Are you planting seeds of 
kindness, or are you planting seeds of crankiness? Are you planting seeds that build up, or 
are you planting seeds that tear down? Remember: You will reap whatever you sow. 

Genesis 1:11 
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MOVE FORWARD IN FAITH, NOT BY FEELINGS 
 
“Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy. They weep as they go to plant 
their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest.” (Psalm 126:5-6 NLT, second 
edition) 
 
You need to plant by faith, not by your feelings. 
 
Do you think that every day a farmer wakes up excited to go to work on his farm? No. It’s 

hard work! But if a farmer only worked his crops when he 
felt like it, not much would get done. He may not want to 
get up early. He may not want to go harvest and plant and 
weed. But he does it anyway. 
 
Let me make a little confession: I don’t always feel like 
being nice to people. I hate to admit it!  Sometimes I want 
to be cranky. Sometimes I just want to say, “Leave me 
alone!” I don’t always feel like being kind. I don’t always 
feel like being generous. I don’t always feel like giving 
people hope. I don’t always feel like preaching. 

 
But I don’t happen to live by my feelings. I happen to live by faith. Sometimes I plant when 
I’m tired. Sometimes I plant when I’m distracted. Sometimes I plant when I’m stressed 
out. Sometimes I plant when I’m in deep, deep grief. And I move ahead in faith in spite of 
my feelings, expecting God to act. 
 
As we approached the most recent anniversary of my son’s death, I really didn’t want to 
be at church. It was close to Easter, and I would have rather just celebrated the Resurrec-
tion at home with my wife, my Lord, and my kids and just get through the day. 
 
I was in tears most of that week, and I claimed Psalm 126:5-6 as a promise: “Those who 
plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy. They weep as they go to plant their seed, but 
they sing as they return with the harvest” (NLT, second edition). 
 
And you know what? As I was planting seeds in 14 Easter services, God gave a harvest of 
2,604 people who came to Christ. Those who sow in tears will reap in joy. All those people 
are going to be in Heaven because I didn’t do what I felt like doing. I did what I did by 
faith. 
 
. 
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Sometimes God will call you to make a sacrifice — through your money, yes, but also 
through your time, talent, and maybe even your life. You may feel like saying, “I don’t feel 
like it.” But if you do, you will miss the blessing that God wants to do by using you. 
Plant by faith, not by your feelings. 

 
Psalms 126:5-6 
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WORSHIP RENEWS YOUR STRENGTH 

“Worship the LORD with gladness. Come before him, singing with joy.” (Psalm 100:2 NLT, 
second edition) 

 
To strengthen your faith, you must unite with others in worship. Worship is for God, but it 

also has benefits for you. Here are two of the biggest benefits of corporate worship: It 
renews your faith, and it restores your joy. 

 
Isaiah 40:31 says, “Those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint” (NIV). 

 
How many times have you gotten up on a Sunday morning and said, “I am so tired. I really 
don’t have any energy to go to church,” but then you went to church and worshiped and 

afterward you were more energized? That happens because worship renews you. It 
strengthens you. It strengthens your faith. 

 
You’re not going to get your strength renewed by watching golf on TV. That’s just going to 

make you lazier and lazier. You get renewed by worshiping God with other believers. 
 

As a pastor, sometimes I think of myself like the coach in the boxing movie “Rocky.” Rocky 
is out there in the fight, and he’s pouring his heart out and just getting beat to a pulp. The 

bell rings and he goes, “Thank God.” He comes to the 
corner, and the coach says, “You’re doing a good job.” The 

coach throws some water on him, pats him on the back, 
and says, “Now get back out there.” 

 
Sometimes I feel like that’s what I’m doing on Sunday for 

my church. I’m telling them, “You’re doing a good job. 
Now get back out there. You can do this!” But that’s not 
me renewing people’s strength. It’s the Word of God. It’s 

music and praying and worshiping together with other 
believers. 

 
The Bible also says in Psalm 100:2, “Worship the LORD with gladness. Come before him, 

singing with joy” (NLT, second edition). 
 

I think it ought to be fun to go to church. That may seem strange to you because it’s not 
how you were raised or how you felt about a certain church you’ve attended. But the 

Bible says to worship the Lord with gladness — not boredom, sadness, anger, or out of 
duty. You should be singing for joy in church! Church should have that effect on you. Wor-

ship should renew your faith and restore your joy. 
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“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD’” (Psalm 122:1). 

Psalms 100:2 
 

Isaiah 40:31 
 

Psalms 122:1 
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YOU LEARN YOUR PURPOSE THROUGH RELATIONSHIPS 

“We are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning from the body 
as a whole, not the other way around …. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a 
part of his body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, 
would we?” (Romans 12:4-5 MSG) 
 
We only learn who we are in relationship. We only learn our true identity in community. 

 
You’ll never learn who you really are by yourself. You only 
learn it in relationships. That means you must connect 
with others for fellowship. 
 
If you had been born and lived your entire life to adult-
hood with no human contact, you wouldn’t have the 
slightest idea who or what you were. You wouldn’t even 
know you were a human being. You only know that be-
cause you’re in relationship to other human beings. You 
learn your identity by being in relationships. 

 
The Bible says we need to be connected to God’s family, the Body of Christ: “We are like 
the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning from the body as a whole, 
not the other way around …. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of his 
body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would 
we?” (Romans 12:4-5 MSG) 
 
My ear only functions and fulfills its purpose by being connected to my body. If my ear 
was cut off and was lying on the ground, what’s the value of it? Nothing, because it can’t 
hear anything. 
 
Same goes with my nose and eyes: If they’re not connected to my body, what’s their pur-
pose? They don’t have a purpose, because they can’t smell or see anything by themselves. 
 
In the same way, if you’re not connected to the Church, then you’re not going to know the 
purpose of your life. You’re not going to know your role. You’re not going to know your 
function. You’re not going to know your value and your meaning. 
 
Your value, your use, your purpose, and your identity become apparent in relationship to 
the Body of Christ — the Church. 

Romans 12:4-5 
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GOD CREATED YOU TO NEED OTHER PEOPLE 

“He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it 
helps the other parts grow.” (Ephesians 4:16a NLT, second edition) 
 
There are some things you will never learn on your own. 
You only learn them in community. To grow and develop 
your potential, you must learn from other people. 
For instance, you can only learn forgiveness in relation-
ships. You can’t learn that on your own. You can only learn 
loyalty in relationships. You can only learn love in relation-
ships. You can’t learn kindness or faithfulness or gracious-
ness or unselfishness without others. 
 
In fact, the most important things you need to learn in life 
require that you be in relationship to other people. You can’t do it on your own. If you 
want to build your potential, you must learn from others. 
 
Where is the best place to do that? In the family of God. In the Body of Christ. In the 
church. 
 
Ephesians 4:16 says, “He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its 
own special work, it helps the other parts grow” (NLT, second edition). 
You need the people God has placed in your life. And they need you! God wired us to 
need each other and to learn from each other so that we become the man or woman God 
created us to be. 

Ephesians 4:16 
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YOUR SIGNIFICANCE COMES FROM SERVING 

“Each of you has received a gift to use to serve others. Be good servants of God’s various 
gifts of grace.” (1 Peter 4:10 NCV) 
 
To experience significance in life, you must serve with others in ministry. Ministry just 

means doing good to other people. 
Significance does not come from status or a hood orna-
ment on your car or a logo on your shirt. Significance does 
not come from a bigger salary. Significance does not come 
from sex. 
 
Significance comes from service. Significance comes when 
you start thinking about other people more than yourself 
and you give your life away. You cannot be selfish and 
significant at the same time. 
 

The Bible says in 1 Peter 4:10, “Each of you has received a gift to use to serve oth-
ers” (NCV). 
 
The talents you were given are not for your benefit. God gave them to you for the benefit 
of the people around you. You are shaped for significance, and you find that significance 
by using your gifts and talents and abilities to serve other people. 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says, “Two people are better than one, because they get more done by 
working together. If one falls down, the other can help him up. But it is bad for the person 
who is alone and falls, because no one is there to help. If two lie down together, they will 
be warm, but a person alone will not be warm. An enemy might defeat one person, but 
two people together can defend themselves; a rope that is woven of three strings is hard 
to break” (NCV). 
 
You’re not meant to serve God by yourself. You’re meant to serve God on a team. You’re 
meant to serve God in a family, in a small group, in a church. You’re meant to serve God in 
relationship. 
We’re better together! 

1 Peter 4:10 
 

Ephesians 4:9-12 
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THE MORE YOUR GIVE AWAY, THE MORE INFLUENTIAL YOU’LL BE 

“They share freely and give generously to those in need. Their good deeds will be remem-
bered forever. They will have influence and honor.” (Psalm 112:9 NLT, second edition) 
 
Generosity expands your influence. The more generous you become, the more influential 
you will become. 
 
Influence comes not from what you get in life. Influence 
comes from what you give away in life, and the more you 
give away, the more influential you’ll be. 
 
The Bible says in Proverbs 11:24, “The world of the gener-
ous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy gets 
smaller and smaller” (MSG). 
The Bible also says, “They share freely and give generously 
to those in need. Their good deeds will be remembered 
forever. They will have influence and honor” (Psalm 112:9 
NLT, second edition). 
 
Forty years ago when Kay and I got married, we started tithing 10 percent. At the end of 
our first year of marriage, we raised our giving to 11 percent. At the end of our second 
year, we raised it to 12 percent. At the end of the third year, we raised it to 13 percent. 
Every year for 40 years, even in tough times, we have raised our giving a little bit. 
 
Why? Because I wanted my heart to grow bigger every year. I wanted to be more like 
Jesus. I wanted to be godly. I wanted to be holy. 
We weren’t doing this to show off. In fact, I didn’t tell anybody about it for more than 25 
years. We just quietly did it every year until 10 years ago when we started giving away 91 
percent of our income and living on 9 percent. 
 
We do it because we cannot out-give God. And while my giving went up, so did my influ-
ence. 
God wants to do the same in your life. How are you doing with being generous? 
  

Psalms 112:9 
 

Proverbs 11:24 
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GENEROUS PEOPLE ARE HAPPY PEOPLE 

“There is more happiness in giving than in receiving.” (Acts 20:35b TEV) 
 
Jesus said in Acts 20:35, “There is more happiness in giving than in receiving” (TEV). 
 
Generosity increases your happiness. Everybody knows this! The only people who don’t 

know it are people who aren’t generous. 
 
When I was a child at Christmas, it wasn’t all about what I 
bought everybody else. It was all about what I got. As a 
child, all my joy came from the presents I got, not from 
the presents I gave to other people. 
 
But that was a long time ago. I was immature, and I was 
self-centered, like most children. Today I’m a grandfather. 
Now at Christmas, it’s not about the presents I get.  

My joy comes from watching other people unwrap the gifts that I’ve given them. 
 
Why? Because I grew up! I stopped being self-centered. It stopped being about me. That’s 
called maturity. 
 
Unfortunately some people never grow up, and even at 80 years old, it’s still all about 
them and what they can get out of it. They’ve never learned the joy of generosity. 
 
Don’t be like that. Be generous with your time, your money, your experience, and your 
heart. When you start practicing generosity, your joy will overflow! 

Acts 20:35 
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SMALL LESSONS LEAD TO BIG SUCCESSES 

“Remember today what you have learned about the LORD through your experiences with 
him.” (Deuteronomy 11:2 TEV) 

 
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt and across the wilderness to the Promised Land. It 
should have only taken them a few weeks, even with a large crowd. But it took them 40 

years. 
 

What in the world were they doing? For 40 years, they were walking around in a circle. 
God was giving them one test after another and saying, “Will you trustme?” There were 
seven tests. Every time they failed the test, he sent them 
on another lap around the wilderness. But even in that 
wilderness, they were not there by accident. Waiting in 

the wilderness always has a purpose. 
 

Some of you are in the wilderness right now. Remember 
this: The way to the Promised Land is through the wilder-
ness. You’ve got to go through that waiting period. You’ve 

got to go through that desert. You’ve got to go through 
that dry spell. 

 
You are waiting in the wilderness for a purpose. And while you’re waiting, you need to 

keep a record of the lessons you’re learning. 
Numbers 33:2 says, “At the LORD’s direction, Moses kept a written record of their pro-

gress” (NLT, second edition). 
 

The Bible also says, “Remember today what you have learned about the LORD through 
your experiences with him” (Deuteronomy 11:2 TEV). 

 
Are you keeping a written record of your progress in the Christian life? Are you writing 
anything down? You need to start keeping a journal when you’re waiting. A journal is 

different than a diary. A diary is for events; a journal is for lessons. 
 

I have learned in the waiting periods of life that little lessons lead to big successes. Some 
of the tiniest lessons I’ve learned in dry periods, in depressing periods, in discouraging 

periods have been the keys to big successes in my life. Little lessons lead to big successes. 
So you need to write them down! 

 

Psalm 119:33 is a good prayer to pray when you’re in the wilderness and waiting for God 
to deliver you: “‘GOD, teach me lessons for living so I can stay the course’ (MSG). So I don’t 
wander around. Teach me how to live so I can get through this with the minimum amount 
of time. I don’t want to be here for 40 years. I don’t want to go in circles. Teach me the 
lessons for life so I can stay on track and grow in spiritual maturity.” 

Deuteronomy 11:2 
 

Numbers 33:2 
 

Psalms 119:33 
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FIVE THINGS TO DO WHILE YOU WAIT 
 
“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. 
Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7 NLT, second edition) 
 
When God has you in a waiting period, don’t put your life on hold. Instead, imitate the 

habits that grow strong faith. 
The Bible says there are five things you should keep on 
doing even in the waiting period. 
 
1. Keep on praying. 
 
The Bible says, “Keep on asking, and you will receive what 
you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on 
knocking, and the door will be opened to you” (Matthew 
7:7 NLT, second edition). Keep on praying, and you will get 
your answer. 
 

2. Keep on serving. 
 
Romans 12:11 says, “Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically.” 
Don’t worry about having a significant ministry. Just make your ministry significant. 
 
3. Keep on going to small group. 
 
The Bible says in Hebrews 10:25, “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together …. 
Instead, let us encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord 
is coming nearer” (TEV). 
 
4. Keep on sowing. 
 
Ecclesiastes 11:6 says, “Keep on sowing your seed, for you never know which will grow —
perhaps it all will” (TLB). 
 
5. Keep on believing. 
 
The Bible says, “You must keep on believing the things you have been taught. You know 
they are true” (2 Timothy 3:14). 
 
The point is this: Stay active. Don’t be passive. God cannot steer a parked car! Don’t tell 
God you’re waiting on him. Turn on the ignition, and just start driving. Where? Anywhere! 
Get involved in a ministry. Get involved in service. Get involved with small group. Do the 
things you know you could be doing to develop your skills and habits and become more 
like Jesus.      

THE UNSEEN BATTLE OVER YOUR PRAYERS 

“We are not fighting against human beings but against the wicked spiritual forces in the 
heavenly world, the rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers of this dark age.” (Ephesians 
6:12 TEV) 
 
There is an unseen battle going on in a realm that we don’t even understand. We don’t 
see it. We don’t feel it. But there is a spiritual war in other dimensions between good and 
evil, between God and Satan, between angels and demons. 
 
And the fact is, you’re caught right in the middle. If you’re a child of God, Satan hates you. 
And he wants to mess you up. 
 
The Bible tells us in Ephesians 6:12, “We are not fighting 
against human beings but against the wicked spiritual 
forces in the heavenly world, the rulers, authorities, and 
cosmic powers of this dark age” (TEV). 
 
When you send up a prayer, there’s often a battle over 
how it’s going to be answered. While you’re in the waiting 
room, Satan starts throwing darts at you — the dart of 
doubt, the dart of discouragement, the dart of disappoint-
ment, the dart of delay, the dart of depression. The Bible 
says to be aware that he’s going to try to get you down. 
 
The truth is, the Bible doesn’t tell us much about the spiritual warfare that’s going on 
behind your prayers. But we do get a glimpse of it in the book of Daniel. 
Daniel had a vision of an angel, who said, “Daniel, don’t be afraid. God has heard your 
prayers ever since the first day you decided to humble yourself in order to gain understand-
ing. I have come in answer to your prayer. The [evil] angel prince of the kingdom of Persia 
opposed me for twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief angels, came to help me, 
because I had been left there alone in Persia” (Daniel 10:12-13). 
 
Are those the wildest verses you’ve ever seen? It says that Daniel had a prayer that wasn’t 
answered for a while, and he was starting to get discouraged. The angel showed up and 
said, “I’m here to give you the answer. We heard it from day one, but we’ve been in a 
battle over this, and it was such an intense battle that Michael the archangel had to come 
down and help me with this battle so I could come and tell you that the answer is on its 
way.” 
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The same thing is sometimes happening when you are waiting on your answer from God. 
You can’t know what kind of intense battle is going on over your prayer, but you can re-
member this: A delay is not a denial. When an answer to prayer is delayed, it doesn’t 
mean it’s not going to be answered. It just means God is fighting for you. 
 
Don’t be discouraged. Keep praying! 

Ephesians 6:12 
 

Daniel 10:12-13 
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YOU’RE NOT ALONE IN THE WAITING ROOM 

“After waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.” (Hebrews 6:15 NIV) 
 
When you’re waiting on God, remember that you’re in good company. 
 
Millions of saints before you have sat in God’s waiting room. You’re not alone. In fact, if 

you’re in the waiting room right now — maybe you’re 
waiting on a job, on an answer, or on a prayer — there are 
a lot of other people around you who are in that same 
situation. 
 
Hebrews 11:2 says, “People who lived in the past became 
famous because of faith” (ICB) — and every one of those 
people had to wait. 
Think about Hannah, who had to wait years to have the 
baby that she was praying God would give her. 
 

Think about Joseph, who had a God-given vision of being a ruler from a very young age 
but spent 14 years in a prison for a crime he did not commit. 
 
Think of Moses, who wandered in the wilderness for 40 years while he waited for his next 
assignment and to know his purpose in life. 
 
Think of Abraham, who waited a hundred years before he had Isaac, the child God had 
promised him years before. 
 
Think about Noah, who waited 120 years before it rained. 
 
God waited thousands of years before sending the Messiah. We get in a hurry. But God is 
not in a hurry. Waiting is essential to your faith. 
 
Hebrews 6:15 says, “After waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised” (NIV). 

Hebrews 6:15 
 

Hebrews 11:2 
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GOD WANTS YOU TO JOIN THE PARTY!  
 
“Go out into the country lanes and out behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to 
come, so that the house will be full. For none of those I invited first will get even the small-
est taste of what I had prepared for them.” (Luke 14:23b-24 TLB) 
 
Jesus told a story to explain the party that God has invited you to: “A man prepared a 
great feast and sent out many invitations. When all was ready, he sent his servant around 
to notify the guests that it was time for them to arrive. But 
they all began making excuses. One said he had just 
bought a field and wanted to inspect it and asked to be 
excused. Another said he had just bought five pair of oxen 
and wanted to try them out. Another had just been mar-
ried and for that reason couldn’t come. 
 
“The servant reported to his master what they had said. 
His master was angry and told him to go quickly into the 
streets and alleys of the city and to invite the beggars, 
crippled, lame, and blind. But even then, there was still 
room. 
 
“‘Well, then,’ said his master, ‘go out into the country lanes and out behind the hedges and 
urge anyone you find to come, so that the house will be full. For none of those I invited first 
will get even the smallest taste of what I had prepared for them’” (Luke 14:16-24 TLB). 
 
God has prepared a generous banquet for all of us. It’s a party in Heaven that’s going to go 
on for eternity! God planned this party because he’s gracious and because he is generous. 
And he wants a full house! 
 
In the story, the servant is sent out to get all the guests. If you are a servant of God, your 
job is to bring in the guests.  Are you a servant of God? Are you a child of God? Are you in 
God’s family? Are you saved? Then this is your job description. 
 
I want you to notice some phrases in this passage: “Notify the guests,” “Go quickly,” 
“Invite,” “Go into the country lanes,” and “Urge anyone you find to come.” 
This is how God wants you to do your job: Go quickly into every part of the world, tell 
people about God’s invitation to salvation, invite them into the family of God, and do it 
with urgency. 
 
If you’re in the family of God, that’s your job description for the rest of your life while 
you’re here on Earth. Go invite the guests. And go in faith! 

Luke 14:16-24 
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DOES WHAT YOU’RE DOING MATTER?  
 
“Let the dead bury their own dead. You go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:60 
TEV) 
 
When you become a follower of Christ, God fills you with his Holy Spirit. The proof of the 

Holy Spirit in you is not some emotional experience. It’s 
not speaking in tongues or how high you jump. 
 
The proof that you have God’s Spirit in you is if you are 
going. Are you telling anybody about the Good News? 
 
Jesus said in Luke 9:60, “Let the dead bury their own dead. 
You go and proclaim the Kingdom of God” (TEV). 
 
What in the world does he mean by that statement? It 
sounds pretty callous. But what he’s saying here is that 

you need to be indispensable. There are some jobs in life that anybody can do, but there 
are some jobs that only a believer can do. Only a Christian can tell other people about 
Christ. Only a Christian can tell other people how to get to Heaven. Only a Christian can 
show Christ’s compassion the way Christ wants it shown. 
 
God wants you to be indispensable. Let the people who are spiritually dead do the things 
that anybody can do. You should spend more of your life doing things that only you can 
do. 
 
There’s a lot of stuff you can spend the rest of your life doing that isn’t going to matter at 
all when you get to Heaven. 
 
But there is something you can do that will make an eternal difference. Is anybody going 
to be in Heaven because of you? What kind of legacy are you going to leave? The greatest 
legacy is having somebody come up to you in Heaven and say, “I’m here because of you.” 
That’s using your life in a valuable way. 

 
Luke 9:60 
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