November, 2019

“The mission of First United Methodist Church of Silsbee is to glorify God, make disciples, and transform lives in Christ”

The month of November brings many changes in our lives here in Hardin County. We have a state-wide election coming on November 5th,
hoped for cooler weather for all of the Deer Hunters in our midst, the beginning of the holiday season with planning for family and friends,
school breaks and the beginning of the football playoffs. I am sure I have forgotten something such as the end of Daylight Savings Time.
Now, I am not counting the day to day changes that all of us have in our families, work places, and churches. As time moves on and it seems
to move faster as we get older, our hearts and minds are drawn to the fact of the needs for many in our community and quite possibly even in
our own families.
As Christian believers, our Lord and Savior Jesus is constantly trying to reach out to us to open our hearts and minds to the fact that everyone is a child of God whether they don’t acknowledge it or if they do not choose to follow the example of our Lord’s life. I have learned that
once we give the control of our lives to Jesus then even if we give up on Jesus and God that they do not give up on how we can be our best
selves in God’s Kingdom.
To remind us all, I hope you appreciate and learn from the following story written by Suzane L. Helminski from “Chicken Soup for the Christian Soul”.
Todd Zimmerman was not altogether happy to be working on Thanksgiving Day. As one of a skeleton staff of five manning
the State of Maryland’s EBT Help Desk (the state’s alternative to food stamps), the morning seemed to stretch on. As lunchtime
approached, it was hard not to fantasize about the feast his family was preparing, and the laughter and stories that would be told.
Before his lunch break, a call came in from an elderly woman who was obviously distressed. “I was at the grocery store
buying food, but my purchase didn’t go through!” she said. “The clerk said the transaction was denied.” Todd knew the questions
to ask, and it wasn’t long before he diagnosed the problem: the woman’s temporary card had expired. Apparently she hadn’t understood that she needed to obtain a permanent card. “Oh, but…but I hadn’t collected my $10 from October, either! I purposefully
left it on account to put together with this $10 for a Thanksgiving dinner.” “I’m sorry,” Todd said sympathetically. “Do you have
any food in the house?” “No…not really, I was saving up for today, you see. My family thought they were going to able to come,
and I wanted to have a nice meal for them. But something came up, and they can’t make it.” There was a catch in her voice. “I
guess it’s just as well.”
After she hung up Todd couldn’t get her off his mind. He realized that because of the error this woman, whom he knew
only as “Mrs. B,” would not only be alone, she’d also go hungry on Thanksgiving Day, all for want of $20. Determinedly, Todd
called the grocery store where the woman’s transaction had been denied, his own credit card at the ready. Sorry, they said, no
phone orders. And they didn’t deliver, and couldn’t make an exception today of all days. They also had a skeleton crew and more
customers than they could handle.
Lunchtime came, Todd suddenly didn’t care that he was eating cafeteria food. Two of his coworkers, Kim Twito and I, took
lunch with him, and together we vowed to do whatever we could to solve Mrs. B’s problem.
Back at the help desk, we let our compatriots, Julie Simon and Mark Liessman, in on the dilemma. Working together, we
felt we could surely staff the phones while finding a Thanksgiving dinner for Mrs. B. Unfortunately, by then, virtually every grocery
store in Mrs. B’s county was closed or closing. None would deliver. Exhausting the Yellow Pages, one of our coworkers thought of
Chesapeake Beef, a grocery store with which EBT had a high volume of business and a good relationship. Chesapeake Beef was
closed for Thanksgiving. “The owners, Stas and Mary Witezak, are very nice people,” I said. “They might know of a local store
that’s open. I bet they wouldn’t mind if I called them at home, even if it is a holiday.” “I’m sorry,” said Mary, “I can’t think of any
open stores. But you know what! I have a better idea. It sounds like Mrs. B lives about 15 miles from here. We’ve finished our dinner, but we still have plenty left! Let us bring Thanksgiving to her. I’ll put the kids to work making a special card while Stas and I
get together a meal. Oh—but please let her know someone is coming. We’re unexpected strangers, and we don’t want to frighten
her.” This was easier asked than accomplished. E.B.T. didn’t have Mrs. B’s phone number, which was unlisted. However, the telephone operator was willing to call Mrs. B and ask her to return a call to Todd at the Helpline. When a confused Mrs. B called back,
Todd simply told her that friends were coming with a surprise.
Several hours later, Stas Witezak called in. “Thanks so much for giving our family the opportunity to make a difference in
someone’s life, “ he said. “Mrs. B very much appreciated the food, but what really touched her were the cards the children made.
She nearly cried when she read them. Her response was to ask if she could hug them—and they happily let her.”
Mrs. B called back, too. She thanked everyone involved in her Thanksgiving surprise.
When our shift ended, the five of us who had reluctantly come to work that Thanksgiving bade each other farewell with a
smile. Though we didn’t say it, we were all recalling Mrs. B’s words: “I’ve always been a Christian—but now I know for sure there is
a God!”
“Happy Thanksgiving!” said Todd as we parted ways. And in fact, it had been the happiest Thanksgiving of all.
May We let God love and lead us,
Pastor David

The next scheduled meeting of the church council is set for Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at 6:00 PM
in Cravens Hall. All members and supporters are encouraged and welcome to attend.
Copies of the minutes can be picked up in the church office.

Financial News: September 2019
2019 Church Income Budget
2019 Church Expenses Budget

$379,883.00
$367,860.00

Received Income YTD 09/2019
Expenses YTD 09/2019

$292,916.30
$296,496.30

Total Income received 09/2019
Total Expenses spent 09/2019
Differences (+/-)

$32,002.51
$27,214.19
$ 4,788.32

Memorials
Undesignated
Designated
Pumpkin Patch
Choir

$580.00
$ 50.00
$505.00
$ 50.00

Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 3rd
Don’t forget to set your
clocks back 1 hour
beginning at 2 am.
Memorials
Jay Collier V
Charlotte Reed
Carl Littlepage
Fred & Linda Miller
Martha Flowers
Janette VanWinkle
Fred & Linda Miller
Allan & Dagma Murphy

Worship
10/06 - 141
10/13 - 149
10/20 - 141
10/27 - 125

Sunday School
10/06 - 80
10/13 - 75
10/20 - 78
10/27 - 67

Gifts
10/06 - $7,648.00
10/13 - $8,667.00
10/20 - $3,283.00
10/27 - $5,982.00

Non-Budgeted Gifts Received
Camp Scholarship
Children Ministry
Choir
Christian Care Center
Disaster Help (Franklin)
Church Dinners
Feed My Sheep (Local Help)
Piano/Music Equipment
Pumpkin Patch
School Supplies
Shoe Box Ministry
Small Repair Project
Samaritan's Purse
Special Contributions
UMCOR
VBS
Wesley Foundation-Lamar
Wish List
Youth

$0.00
$263.49
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$10.00
$0.00
$519.80
$0.00
$802.00
$200.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1467.00
$0.00
$365.00
$0.00
$0.00

Total

$3,627.29

Annual Charge Conference
All supporters and members of 1st UMC Silsbee are encouraged to attend the 2019
Charge Conference for The Southeast District
at Wesley UMC located at 3810 North Major
Dr. in Beaumont on Sunday, November 10th
at 4:00 pm. At this gathering, the salary for
the pastor and the nominations committee
report will be made, along with a report on the
current roll of church membership.

All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 3rd

Hello, everyone! This is Shawn Simonson, your
new choir director! I am a 28-year-old lover of
music from Carthage, Texas. I moved to Beaumont in 2013 to study music at Lamar University,
and SETX has felt like home ever since! While at
Lamar, I served as the tenor section leader of the
A Cappella Choir, the Director of Music for Phi
Mu Alpha Sinfonia, and the tenor counselor for
the Lamar All-State Choir Camp. I am a founding
member, and tenor section leader of the Southeast
Texas Vocal Artists (a high-caliber community
choir, selected to perform at the Texas Choral Directors’ Association convention in 2017). I paused
my education at Lamar, for a couple of years, so I
could take an opportunity to teach voice at an after
-school music program in Denver, CO, called
Headliner Vocals. In Fall 2018, I began working
for Vidor High School as the choral accompanist,
and I have since returned to Lamar, where I should
complete my Bachelor of Arts in Music by Summer of 2020. I am very grateful for the warm welcome, kind words, and the opportunity to serve
FUMC! I look forward to getting to know you and
making music together. If you are interested in
singing with the choir, please let me know! All are
welcome, and rehearsals are at noon on Sundays
(right after church)! Peace and blessings.

Thirty-two individuals who were church
members, close family and friends will be
remembered and honored at both services on
Sunday, November 3rd in what is known as
All Saints Sunday.

Cheryl Owens, the Director of Ministries
at 1st UMC, will preach at both worship
services on Sunday, November 17th.

 We are happy to announce, we will have a Chrismon service on Sunday, November 24th
at 5:00 pm. We will have a meal before the service. If you would like to participate in this
service, please contact Cheryl Owens.

 The Children’s Department needs Sunday School teachers. Prayerfully consider serving in
this ministry for our children.

 Christmas Angel Tree - We will be partnering with the Christian Care Center to support

children in our community at Christmas. Please see Cheryl on Sunday, November 3rd to
pick up a name and gift suggestions card. The deadline to return your gifts is Sunday,
December 1, 2019. Gifts need to be brought back to our church for delivery to the Center.
If you have any questions regarding our ministries or would like to help,
please contact Cheryl Owens.

The Deadline for giving money
and items to fill our Shoeboxes
is Monday, November 4th.
We are way behind where we were last year, but
we’re confident God will provide and we will send
as many boxes as we can. Our Packing Party will
be on Sunday, November 10th at 12:00 pm in
McDonough Hall.
Again the DEADLINE is
Monday, November 4th.

Holy Communion
Sunday, November 10th
in both services
Communion Rail offering for
Wesley Foundation at Lamar University.

First United Methodist Church
670 North 5th Street
Silsbee Texas 77656
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Wesley Foundation is an organization for
all college age students in Southeast Texas
located on the Lamar University campus.
They offer various outreach services including:
*Free dinner on Thursdays from 4:30-5:45 pm
followed by Worship Service in The Coffee
House.
*Snack Pack Friday - 150 bags of snacks are
handed out around campus.
*Weekly Bible Study Groups
*Monthly Movie Nights
*They are partnered with Buckner’s Children’s
Home assisting with various programs throughout the year.
*They run a Food Pantry for all Lamar and
LIT students.
*The students attend various retreats throughout the year.
We as a congregation have supported the
Wesley Foundation for the past several years
with meals and funding for various retreats.
Students from the Wesley Foundation will be
speaking at both services on Sunday,
November 3rd.
Our Communion Rail offering for November will
go to the Wesley Foundation.

