July, 2019

“The mission of First United Methodist Church of Silsbee is to glorify God, make disciples, and transform lives in Christ”

Dear Friends,
July has arrived early with higher temperatures and high humidity! Living in the heat of Southeast Texas is not for the faint of
heart. The heat slows us down and can cloud our thinking and reasoning. So, what can we do to combat the heat so that we
continue to serve in any and all ways so that God is shown to care for and love people. The following story is taken from
“Chicken Soup for the Soul Bible – New Living Translation”.
Back in Service
Doris’s life had been difficult. Her husband had walked out on her for another woman. She had never worked, so finding a job to
pay the bills has been no easy task. After attempting to waitress and work at Wal-Mart as a cashier, she decided to go into
business for herself ironing clothes for others. She called her in-home business Pressed for Time. She catered to double-income
couples who didn’t have time to press their own business attire. Because of her interest and abilities as a seamstress, she
eventually added mending and tailoring to her services. Doris didn’t get rich, but she made enough to get by. Her clients were
impressed with the quality of her work. They were also impressed with her attitude. Everyone she worked for was always
delighted to see her when she came by to pick up or return their clothing. Her service seemed to have as much to do with
counseling as with sewing or ironing. Her high spirits and wise eyes made her a sought-after supplier of comfort and advice to
many women who, on the exterior at least, were judged infinitely more successful in life than she.
In spite of the hurts of her past, or perhaps because of them, Doris volunteered at the local homeless shelter. She had a special
love and concern for homeless people, knowing how close she had come to their predicament herself. In her extra time, Doris
would knit scarves, hats, and sweaters to donate to the shelter clients. Her willingness to wash, hem, and patch their clothing
won her a place in the hearts of the regulars. The community there came to adore her.
But sixty-three years of life were wearing on Doris. Though she worked as hard and as cheerfully as ever, a deep weariness was
settling into her body. One day, as she climbed the back steps to the homeless shelter, Doris fell down and stopped breathing.
An ambulance was called.
One dominant characteristic of Doris’s life that was known far and wide was her confidence in the power of God to work
miracles when people prayed. As the word of her fall spread to those inside the shelter, a crowd began to gather on the steps.
The people prayed as the paramedics arrived and started to work on her in the ambulance.
Doris had suffered a massive heart attack. As they worked, the paramedics watched Doris’s heartbeat become even more
irregular and infrequent. Then it finally stopped. Thirty seconds passed... a minute... two minutes... three minutes... The
paramedics worked on, performing CPR and trying to get the heart to resume on its own. Five minutes passed, then ten. They
stopped working and looked at each other, trying to decide whether to continue or not.
Suddenly, she coughed. the wrinkles in her face became animated again, and Doris turned her head.
The paramedics were amazed. They could give no coherent explanation to the crowd outside the ambulance. They resorted to
happy reassurances that Doris would likely survive.
Months later, Doris was back to ironing, sewing, knitting, and giving advice. Her experience with death became just one more
lesson to draw on as she counseled her clients and friends at the homeless shelter about the power of prayer in any situation,
no matter how desperate.
Keep on Praying and Serving!
Pastor David
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The next scheduled meeting of the church council is set for Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 6:00 PM in Cravens Hall.

(Copies of the minutes can be picked up in the church office.)
Financial News: May 2019
2019 Church Income Budget
2019 Church Expenses Budget

$379,883.00
$367,860.00

Non-Budgeted Gifts Received
Camp Scholarship

$0.00

Received Income YTD 05/2019
Expenses YTD 05/2019

$177,199.00
$169,102.00

Children Ministry

$745.00

Choir

$0.00

Total Income received 05/2019
Total Expenses spent 05/2019
Differences (+/-)

$37,423.00
$25,571.00
$11,852.00

Christian Care Center

$0.00

Disaster Help (Franklin)

$2114.00

Church Dinners

25.00

Feed My Sheep (Local Help)

$0.00

Piano/Music Equipment

$0.00

Pumpkin Patch

$0.00

Shoe Box Ministry

$0.00

Small Repair Project

$0.00

Samaritan's Purse

$0.00

Special Contributions

$0.00

UMCOR

$5,000.00

VBS

$0.00

Wish List

$800.00

Youth

$0.00

Total

$8,684.00

Memorials
Undesignated

$245.00

Annual Conferenced Update
As the Lay Delegate for our Church, Sharon
Dickard will deliver a report on the Annual
Conference which she attended over the
Memorial Day weekend to both services on
August 11, 2019. If you will not be able to attend
either service on Sunday, August 11th, please
feel free to stop by the Church office and pick up
a copy of the report she plans to present.

Memorials
Natalie Hargrove
Dana Bradshaw
John & Connie Bradshaw Otto
Freeda Duffle
Irene Redkey
Bob Read & Susie Street
Marianne Deadmon
Marjorie Cassity
James “Bidgie” Sellers
Lee & Jessica Wise
Dana Bradshaw
John & Connie Bradshaw Otto

Gifts
06/02 - $8256.00
06/09 - $7512.200
06/16 - $3778.00
06/23 - $3636.25

Worship
06/02 - 135
06/09 - 130
06/16 - 117
06/23 - 136

Sunday School
06/02 - 71
06/09 - 62
06/16 - 60
06/23 - 60
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Pumpkin Patch is Coming!
We are so excited to bring back The Pumpkin Patch to our church. This is going to be a ministry of our
church and to the community. This is not a fundraiser. The Pumpkin Patch Committee has begun the
planning of what we think will be the best patch ever. You as the church family have the opportunity to
give your support to this ministry. The Communion Rail Offering for Sunday, July 7, 2019 and throughout
the month of July, will be for the Pumpkin Patch.

There will be one church service
Sunday, July 7, 2019, in the Sanctuary at 11:00 AM.
MYF Will Resume Sunday, July 7, 2019 with a swim party at the Harkey’s from 4:00 PM-6:00 PM. All
youth entering 6th grade (in the 2019-2020 school year) through12th grade are invited to attend.
Parents will need to attend for a short time to fill out paperwork for their youth. Please contact Cheryl
Owens with any questions you may have or to sign up to help with MYF this year.

VBS Monday, July 8-12
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Register on line at the link provided below or forms are available in the in the church office.
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/fumcsilsbee
Decorating for VBS is Saturday, July 6, 2019. Contact Cheryl Owens or Sue Penry with any questions.

Acolyte Camp has been rescheduled for the week of July 8-12, from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Contact Dagma
Murphy or Cheryl Owens for any questions you may have.

Sunday, July 28, 2019 is Mark
Wilson’s last day as our Choir
Director we will be honoring
Mark with a reception in
Cravens Hall at 12:15 PM.

Be on the look out!
The “Methogram” is getting a
new name. We would love for
the congregation to join us as
we search for a new name for
our news letter. More information will be distributed soon!
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The Church Office will be closed Thursday, July 4, 2019 and Friday, July 5, 2019.

First United Methodist Church
670 North 5th Street
Silsbee Texas 77656
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

