January, 2020

“The mission of First United Methodist Church of Silsbee is to glorify God, make disciples, and transform lives in Christ”

Dear Friends,
Well, Christmas 2019 has come and gone and the New Year of 2020 has begun! I don’t know about you but the few
days between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day seem too few and hurried for the transition of the Old and New Year.
It seems that we pause and then after taking a breath we rush into the known and unknown activities of 2020.
As I think about 2020, the one issue that comes up again and again is the often feared but inevitable time of change. Just
as none of us can stop time, we cannot stop those events that are God willed and are being drawn to a new conclusion.
After the 2020 General Conference of the United Methodist Church to be held from May 5th through 15th in Minneapolis, Minnesota, change will be coming to the United Methodist Church as we know it. Even if nothing is passed in legislation, I predict that big changes are in store for the world-wide expression of United Methodism. Now, what that
means for First United Methodist Church of Silsbee, I do not know nor can I foresee. As your pastor, I believe we
should all be praying for God’s Will in our lives and how we as Christians who claim 1st UMC – Silsbee as our spiritual
home should think, act, and consider what path we should chose in the future.
I must admit that I believe God Will Make A Way for us as individuals and families who submit our lives to the charge
and care of our Savior, Jesus the Christ. At Christmas-time, we again celebrate and proclaim that God is with us in all of
life’s activities. As we adjust to a new year, the following story from the book Chicken Soup for the Christian Family
Soul is offered for all of us as we say goodbye to the Old Year and hello to the New Year.

“ The Little Black Book” by Todd W. Van Beck
Many years ago I worked for a man whom today I call a great American funeral director. His life long motto was “Families first, no
matter what,” and he lived this with a consistency that few men ever achieve. The funerals he conducted were flawless, and people
genuinely admired and respected him. He was a grand person. However, one of the most interesting mysteries which accompanied
this man was his “little black book.” It was a small black book with a lock on the cover. It looked as if it was very old, and it was his
constant companion. If you went to his office, you would see it lying on his desk. At funerals, he would pull the black book out and
scribble brief notations in it. If you picked up his suit coat, you could feel the black book in his coat pocket. You can imagine the
gossip by the staff and speculation around the funeral home coffee room as to precisely what was in the black book. I remember on
the first day I worked, I very seriously asked the embalmer what the book was for, and he responded with a very mysterious glance,
“What do you think is in the book?” I was not the sharpest knife in the drawer and very innocently I said, “I have no idea.” Oh,
come on, farm boy,” the embalmer replied. “He keeps his list of girlfriends in there.” I was stunned! Later I asked the receptionist
about the black book. Her response was that it was where he kept the list of the horses he bet on at the race track. Again, I was
stunned. My employer was a womanizing gambler! I could not believe it. For nearly three years the mysterious saga of the little
black book continued-all the time, the stories, gossip and intrigue getting more and more spectacular and ridiculous.
Then suddenly one day, while conducting a funeral, my boss, this great funeral director, had a massive heart attack and died.
Four days later, we have a grand funeral for him-he was laid out in a solid bronze casket, flowers were everywhere, and when we
took him to the church, the place was packed and the governor was in the front row. I was standing in the back of the church
protecting the church truck (that was my job), sobbing as the minister went on about what a great man my boss was and how just
knowing him made us all better people. I couldn’t have agreed with the minister more. Then the minister asked my boss’s widow to
come up and talk about her husband’s character. I thought, Now this will be beautiful, as she rose to walk to the pulpit. It was then I
saw she was carrying his little black book! My tears of grief instantaneously turned to sweats of terror. She walked to the pulpit,
stood with complete dignity, looked at the assembly and said, “Thank you all for being here today. I want to share with you a secret
about my husband’s character.” I though, Oh God, here it comes! She continued, “You see this small book. Most of you know he
carried it with him constantly. I would like to read to you the first entry of the book dated April 17, 1920—Mary Flannery, she is all
alone. The next entry August 8, 1920-Frederick W. Pritchard, he is all alone. The next entry November 15, 1920—Frieda M. Gale,
she is all alone. You see when he made funeral arrangements or saw somebody at a funeral that he knew was all alone, he would
write their names in this book. Then, every Christmas Eve, he would call each person and invite them to share a wonderful
Christmas dinner at our house. I want you all to know that this was the true character of my husband; he was concerned,
compassionate and caring. This is what the little black book is all about, and I also want you to know that this being 1971, he did
this for fifty Christmases.” There was not a dry eye in the church. Now almost a quarter of a century after his death, I look back at
the inner spirit that motivated this funeral director to do what he did. May this spirit of warmth and compassion guide each of us in
this great profession. Just think of the humanitarian possibilities if every member of the funeral profession developed our own little
black books. The results of human kindness would be staggering.

May each of us as Christians develop and share the human kindness and compassion that never grows old!
Pastor David

Our next church council meeting is set for Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at 6:00 PM
in Cravens Hall. As always, guests are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Copies of the minutes can be picked up in the church office.

Financial News: November 2020
2019 Church Income Budget
2019 Church Expenses Budget

$379,883.00
$367,860.00

Received Income YTD 11/2019
Expenses YTD 11/2019

$345,643.18
$340,824.77

Total Income received 11/2019
Total Expenses spent 11/2019
Differences (+/-)

$24,569.43
$24,344.08
$ 225.35

Memorials
Undesignated
Christian Care Center
Pumpkin Patch
Choir
Youth Account

$698.17
$ 45.00
$ 50.00
$ 50.00
$ 20.00

Memorials
Sam Tobey
Eric Herbst
Jerry & Marilyn Cox
James & Tonya Hawkins
Allan & Dagma Murphy
Willa Dean Hill
Joyce McClung

Joe Hawthorne
Dana Bradshaw
Allan & Dagma Murphy
Willa Dean Hill

Elizabeth Auer
Alan & Joanna Watters

Jack Jordan
Paul Trylko
Dana Bradshaw
Joyce McClung

Sunday School

Worship

Gifts

12/01 - 58
12/08 - 72
12/15 - 77
12/22 - 46
12/29 - 38

12/01 - 110
12/08 - 116
12/15 - 127
12/22 - 110
12/29 - 59

12/01 - $8,612.00
12/08 - $11,451.50
12/15 - $7,056.00
12/22 - $7,384.00
12/29 - $5,093.00

Non-Budgeted Gifts Received
Camp Scholarship
Children Ministry
Choir
Christian Care Center
Disaster Help (Franklin)
Church Dinners
Feed My Sheep (Local Help)
Piano/Music Equipment
Pumpkin Patch
School Supplies
Shoe Box Ministry
Small Repair Project
Sound Equipment
Special Contributions
UMCOR
VBS
Wesley Foundation-Lamar
Wish List
Youth

$0.00
$200.00
$0.00
$200.00
$0.00
$0.00
$10.00
$0.00
$914.35
$0.00
$1,014.00
$200.00
$40.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$524.00
$0.00
$0.00

Total

$3,102.35

January Memory Verse
For he will deliver the needy
who cry out, the afflicted who
have no one to help.
Psalm 72:12

Cards for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children
You can be a part of helping children and
youth break the cycle of abuse, abandonment
and neglect! St. Jude’s Ranch for Children has
helped these children for many years. They
live on the ranch and there are many success
stories of college graduations and thriving careers. For more than 30 years, the ranch has
recycled used greeting cards into new cards,
which then are sold online and in the ranch
gift shops. ALL holiday and special greeting
cards, except Hallmark, American Greetings
or Disney, are welcome. Angels and teddy
bears are especially in demand. Please bring
your used cards by the church office or give
them to Dagma Murphy.
DO NOT cut the fronts off.

Children’s Reading Program

Our Silsbee Public Library is looking for
volunteers on Saturday mornings at 10:00
am to read to children in our community.
Volunteers can pick a book from the public
library and one of your choice. This would
be a great opportunity to reach those
children that may never get to hear stories
about Jesus! Storytime usually lasts about
30 minutes. If your Sunday School class
would like to help, please contact the
church office for more details.

Thank you!
The Hawthorne family would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for the love and acts
of kindness shown to us during the time of loss of
my brother, Joe Hawthorne. We are deeply moved
by the actions of our church family and we appreciate everything each of you did. Please forgive us
for not naming each of you independently, simply
because the list would be too long. This is a wonderful example of the “Body of Christ.”
We love and thank all of you.
Jerry & Connie Hawthorne
Begin the New Year with a Daily Devotion
from the Upper Room
The January - February 2020 Upper Room
devotional guides are now available in the
church sanctuary and in the Dauphin Room of
McDonough Hall. The copies come in regular and
large print.

Our Community Outreach Hot Dog Supper was a
great blessing and success. We gave
out 320 hot dogs with fixings and 10 gallons
of hot chocolate. Many thanks to ALL
that served and donated to make this
ministry possible.

The Church Council of First UMC – Silsbee is looking forward to a good and productive 2020.
Since the founding of the Single Board Concept in June of 2018, our church has made great strides
in the effectiveness of budgeting, repairs, church ministries, and staffing needs. The church would
like to thank the following individuals and their families for dedicated service and skills given to
the support of our church ministries and who will be rotating off the council in January: Angelo
Napomoceno, Tom Eveland, Connie Hawthorne, and the late Elizabeth Auer. Beginning with the
new year, the council will welcome in service Mike Wilson, Rick Fetterolf, Mollie Balla, and Cassie
Balla.
Please pray for the new members and the council as a whole so that 2020 can indeed be a year
filled with continued progress and blessings.

Holy Communion
Sunday, January 5th in both services
Our communion rail offering will benefit
the Harvest House Ministry of Beaumont.
Harvest House Ministry is a community
based non-profit organization that was
founded in 2010 to respond to the heartbreaking epidemic of sexual exploitation
of minors. They provide the following
services: Advocacy and mentoring,
family education, prevention and
intervention with at-risk individuals,
court and healthcare appointment
accompaniment, community education
and awareness. We are so excited about
this wonderful ministry opportunity God
has given us to support. This is a much
needed ministry in our communities.

First United Methodist Church
670 North 5th Street
Silsbee Texas 77656
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Youth (6th—12th grade) will be
attending Hot Hearts on
January 24th and 25th at Ford Park.
Please pray for our youth and leaders!

