February 2020

“The mission of First United Methodist Church of Silsbee is to glorify God, make disciples, and transform lives in Christ”

Dear Friends,
The month of February is an in between month with some winter and some possible spring like conditions. In February
we will celebrate 3 significant events according to the calendar. First is Groundhog’s Day on February 2nd. On Groundhog’s Day, if the groundhog sees his or her shadow that means 6 more weeks of winter and if he or she sees no shadow
then Spring is right around the corner. Second is Valentine’s Day on February 14th. This is the day when we are encouraged to express our love through spending time and money on any number and possibility of gifts for that special someone. And thirdly, Ash Wednesday is remembered on February 26th by Christians of various denominations all over the
world.
Each of these celebrations separately involve a time of gift giving, parties, and worship. For us as Christians, the honoring of the memory of Jesus and His love and sacrifice on our behalf always should take precedence. To realize that the
ever living and all-powerful Son of God begins His last journey to await His destiny on the Cross of Calvary is too much
in many ways to comprehend. I guess the answer for me is to use whatever time, love, grace, mercy, and compassion we
have to connect the best each day we can with the God who loves, forgives, cares, and shares life with us.
The following story is from Chicken Soup for the Christian Soul and as I read the story it just seems to bring a sense of
joy and warmth to my soul and hopefully yours as well.
A Guy Named Bill by Rebecca Manley Pippert
I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day. –Edgar A. Guest

His name was Bill. He had wild hair, wore a t-shirt with holes in it, blue jeans and no shoes. In the entire time I
knew him I never once saw Bill wear a pair of shoes. Rain, sleet or snow, Bill was barefoot. This was literally his
wardrobe for his whole four years of college.
He was brilliant and looked like he was always pondering the esoteric. He became a Christian while attending college. Across the street from the campus was a church full of well-dressed, middle-class people. They wanted to develop a ministry to the college students. But they were not sure how to go about it.
One day, Bill decided to worship there. He walked into the church, complete with wild hair, T-shirt, blue jeans and
bare feet. The church was completely packed, and the service had already begun. Bill started down the aisle to find a
place to sit. By now the people were looking a bit uncomfortable. But no one said anything.
As Bill moved closer and closer to the pulpit, he realized there were no empty seats. So he squatted and sat down on
the carpet right up front. (Although such behavior would have been perfectly acceptable at a college fellowship, this
was a scenario this particular congregation had never witnessed before!) By now, the people seemed uptight, and the
tension in the air was thickening.
Right about the time Bill took his “seat,” a deacon began slowly making his way down the aisle from the back of the
sanctuary. The deacon was in his eighties, had silver-gray hair, a three-piece suit and a pocket watch. He was a godly man—very elegant, dignified and courtly. He walked with a cane and, as he neared the boy, church members
thought, You can’t blame him for what he’s going to do. How can you expect a man of his age and background to
understand some college kid on the floor?
It took a long time for the man to reach the boy. The church was utterly silent except for the clicking of his cane.
You couldn’t even hear anyone breathing. All eyes were on the deacon.
But then they saw the elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great difficulty, he sat down on the floor next to
Bill and worshipped with him. Everyone in the congregation choked up with emotion. When the minister gained
control, he told the people, “What I am about to preach, you will never remember. What you’ve just seen, you will
never forget.”

May we live our best each day!
Pastor David

Our next church council meeting is set for Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 6:00 PM
in Cravens Hall. All persons interested in the various ministries of the church are welcomed to attend.
Copies of the minutes can be picked up in the church office.

Financial News: December 2019
2019 Church Income Budget
2019 Church Expenses Budget

$379,883.00
$367,860.00

Received Income YTD 12/2019
Expenses YTD 12/2019

$513,961.72
$365,998.75

Total Income received 12/2019
Total Expenses spent 12/2019
Differences (+/-)
Special Offering

$ 43,702.92
$ 25,173.98
$ 18,528.94
$124,615.62

Memorials
Undesignated
Pumpkin Patch
Choir
Total

$ 262.75
$2,000.00
$ 140.00
$2,402.75

Non-Budgeted Gifts Received
Children Ministry
Feed My Sheep (Local Help)
Local Outreach
Methodist Children’s Home
Poinsettias
Small Repair Project
Sound Equipment
Wesley Foundation-Lamar

$100.00
$1980.00
$156.00
$665.25
$650.00
$200.00
$32.00
$2.00

Total

$3,785.25

January Memorials

Lent 2020 series begins March 1st
Pastor David Green will use the lessons from
Jesus in the Gospel of Luke to help us in our
journey to the Cross for this season of Lent.
The Sundays of March 1, 8, 15 and 22nd will
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see each sermon highlighting a life lesson that
we can all use in today’s world.

Hope to see you in worship!
Sunday School

Worship

Gifts

01/05 - 79
01/12 - 74
01/19 - 63
01/26 - 57

01/05 - 123
01/12 - 122
01/19 - 104
01/26 - 109

01/05 - $6,860.00
01/12 - $6,197.00
01/19 - $5,739.27
01/26 - $3,173.00

February Memory Verse
If you need wisdom, ask our
generous God and He will
give it to you, but when you
ask Him, be sure that your faith
is in God alone.
-James 1:5-6

Please mark your calendar and join us!
We, as a Church Family will come together
to pray for our church, the United Methodist
denomination and leaders.
FUMC FamilyThank you so much for all the love and support
and the beautiful earrings. I hope you know
what a special place you hold in my heart!
Love always,
Traci Turner

Ash Wednesday Service - February 26th
To celebrate the beginning of Lent (a season
of 40 days not counting Sundays) everyone is
invited to a service of Holy Communion and
Repentance called Ash Wednesday on February
26th at 6:00 pm in the church sanctuary. On
Ash Wednesday, we will spend time examining
our mortality and confess our sin before God
within the community of faith. The use of ashes
has been a sign long used by both the Jewish
and Christian communities for the focus of
repentance and reconciliation.

Corporate Prayer Times:
Sunday, February 2, 2020 - 8:30 AM
Sunday, March 1, 2020 - 10:00 AM
Sunday, April 5, 2020 - 12:15 PM
We will meet in the sanctuary for prayer.
Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every
occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your
prayers for all believers everywhere.
-Ephesians 6:18
We are looking for extra
hands to help with our
PowerPoint and Sound
System for the 9 am and
11 am Worship Services. If
you have an interest in our
audio/visual ministry, please
contact the church office.
Training is available.

From the desk of Mrs. Cheryl —
I’m excited to share with you our UMYF Youth Group’s next Great Adventure. We will be joining
hundreds of others as we fast, pray and raise funds for World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. We will
begin the fundraising February 1st—27th. The youth will be covering the yards of Silsbee with
Pink Flamingos, for a donation of course. You will be able to pay to have us “Flock” someone's
yard, pay to have the “Flock of Flamingos” removed from your yard or pay for insurance to “Not
Be Flocked!” Each youth will also be doing their own individual fundraising. We will conclude
the month long event with a 12 hour Lock In. The youth will gather at 6 pm on Friday, February
28th in Cravens Hall and conclude at 6 am on Saturday, February 29th. During this time we will
be fasting from food and only drinking water or Gatorade. The youth will learn about children
and other youth across the world and how their lives are impacted by lack of food and water. I’m
confident this will be a life changing event for all of us.
I’m asking our church family to pray for our youth and leaders and support them with their fundraising.
Every $40 we raise will feed one child for a month. You can go to
www.30hourfamine.org/participant/Cheryl Owens and donate directly to our UMYF group.
Don’t be surprised if you walk out your door and see a flock of Pink Flamingos in your yard!

February is
Christian Care Center Month
The Communion Rail offering on
February 2nd, as well as special offerings for the month of February, will go
to the Christian Care Center.
You may also drop off food items in the
black and white bins located in the
hallway in Cravens Hall.
Needed items:
*Cereal
*Macaroni & Cheese
*Powdered Milk
*Soup
*Peanut Butter
*Jelly (Small Jar)
*Dry Beans
*Dry Pasta
*Canned Fruit
*Saltine Crackers
*Graham Crackers
*Laundry Detergent
*Dishwashing Liquid
*Shampoo
*Toothpaste
*Toothbrushes
*Deodorant
*Baby Wipes
*Dry Drinks (coffee, tea) *Canned Meat
*Baby Diapers and Pull Ups (all sizes)

First United Methodist Church
670 North 5th Street
Silsbee Texas 77656
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Scout Sunday
February 9, 2020
This year marks the 100th anniversary of
the partnership between the Scouts and The
Methodist Church. Scouts are invited to join
us in worship at the 9 AM and 11 AM
services. We will have a cake and coffee
reception in Cravens Hall immediately
following the 11 AM service. Please invite
former or present Scouts to join us for these
special worship services and reception.

