
 

 

December, 2019 

“The mission of First United Methodist Church of Silsbee is to glorify God, make disciples, and transform lives in Christ” 

It’s almost here!!! Can’t you feel or sense it? Now, you may be asking what is it I am supposed to be feel-
ing? If you cannot guess already the “it” is called the Christmas Season. No, it is not the Holiday Season 
or the Retail/Shopping Season but the Christmas Season. Despite all of the stress, extra work, cooking, 
cleaning, decorating, making plans for parties and family and gift purchasing and giving, it still is the 
Christmas Season. By now you are probably frustrated and want me to tell you what the Christmas Sea-
son really means. Well, it means many things, to many people, and it has a special meaning to those of 
us who seek to live every day as a follower/disciple of Jesus the Christ. For Christians, the season is a 
build-up to that special day when we celebrate the most wonderful of gifts which is the love of God 
poured out in His only Son, born to a working class Jewish family, forced to travel several miles over 
rough roads and various conditions to Bethlehem and then Mary delivers a baby with Joseph’s support 
in a stable probably filled with the sight, sounds, and smells of various cows, goats, donkeys, and sheep! 
In these simple conditions, we witness the birth of the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Christ child 
who is to offer salvation to all of the world for those who would accept this free gift of eternal life and 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
So, as you are running the race of buying, shopping, partying, working, giving, laughing, crying, in sick-
ness or in good health, I pray that you & your family/friends will not miss out the gift that reminds us 
that God is love, God is compassionate, God is merciful, God is forgiving, & God wants to live with you 
each day. The enclosed story is from the book “Chicken Soup for the Christian Soul”. Enjoy & Merry 
Christmas! 

 

First UMC—Silsbee will offer two services on Christmas Eve.  
 

The Children’s themed service will be held at 5 pm.  
 
 

The Traditional service will be held at 7 pm.  
 
 

At each service we will celebrate Holy Communion and receive  
an offering which will benefit the church’s “Local Help Fund,” 

that helps those in need in our community. 

Calling all FUMC Children  
1st—5th Grade 

Mini Christmas Trees for our Shut-ins 
The children will deliver mini Christmas Trees, hugs, and smiles to our church's shut-ins, in the  

Silsbee area during the Sunday School hour on Sunday, December 1st. 
Please gather in Mrs. Penry's Sunday School room at 9:50 am.  

We will leave the church at 10:00 am sharp! 
If you have any questions, please contact  

Jamie Voigtman at wvoigtman@gmail.com or 409-658-8346. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The next scheduled meeting of the church council is set for Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 6:00 PM  
in Cravens Hall. As always, guests are welcome and encouraged to attend.  

Copies of the minutes can be picked up in the church office. 

2019 Church Income Budget  $379,883.00 
2019 Church Expenses Budget  $367,860.00 
 
Received Income YTD   10/2019  $321,073.75 
Expenses YTD   10/2019   $316,480.69 
 
Total Income received   10/2019  $28,157.45 
Total Expenses spent    10/2019  $19,984.39 
Differences (+/-)                   $  8,173.06 
 

Memorials 
Undesignated          $  80.00 
Designated          $    0.00 
Pumpkin Patch          $    0.00 
Christian Care Center         $  55.00 

Non-Budgeted Gifts Received 

Camp Scholarship  $0.00 
Children Ministry  $100.00 
Choir    $0.00 
Christian Care Center  $300.00 
Disaster Help (Franklin)  $0.00 
Church Dinners   $0.00 
Feed My Sheep (Local Help) $10.00 
Piano/Music Equipment  $0.00 
Pumpkin Patch   $5,218.00 
School Supplies   $0.00 
Shoe Box Ministry  $1,145.00 
Small Repair Project  $200.00 
Samaritan's Purse  $0.00 
Special Contributions  $0.00 
UMCOR    $0.00 
VBS    $0.00 
Wesley Foundation-Lamar $0.00 
Wish List   $0.00 
Youth    $0.00 
 
Total    $6,973.00 

Financial News: October 2019 

Worship 
 

11/03 - 138 

11/10 - 121 

11/17 - 101 

11/24 - 92 

 

 
 

 

Gifts 
 

11/03 - $6,624.00 

11/10 - $7,822.00 

11/17 - $2,918.00 

11/24 - $3,754.00 

 

Sunday School 
 

11/03 - 71 

11/10 - 61 

11/17 - 64 

11/24 - 65 

 

Martha Flowers 

Willa Dean Hill 
Kassie Moye 

Dana Bradshaw 
Reid & Sharon Dickard 

Cheryl Owens 
Melba Tucker 

Cecil & Marjorie Cassity 
Marianne Deadmon 
Jack & Carol Jordan 

 
Ron Loftin 

Marianne Deadmon 

Flo Stark 

Willa Dean Hill 
Dana Bradshaw 

Reid & Sharon Dickard 
Ryan & Ronda Harkey 

Fred & Linda Miller 
Allan & Dagma Murphy 

Cheryl Owens 
Victery Class 

Cecil & Marjorie Cassity 
Marianne Deadmon 
Butch & Lyn O’Dell 
Patricia Donalson 

Jack & Carol Jordan 

Don Zeboski 

Dana Bradshaw 
 

Jay Collier V 
Cecil & Marjorie Cassity 

 
Elizabeth Auer 

Marianne Deadmon 
Jason & LeAnn Johnson 

Jack & Carol Jordan 
 
 

Jack Jordan 
Cecil & Majorie Cassity 
Doug & Lucy Killough 

Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Hancock 
Allan & Dagma Murphy 

Kristi Sellers 
 

Freeda Duffle 
Marianne Deadmon 

 
Susan LeBlanc 

Jack & Carol Jordan 

 

Memorials 



 

 

Cards for St. Jude’s Ranch for Children 

You can be a part of helping children and 
youth break the cycle of abuse, abandonment 

and neglect! St. Jude’s Ranch for Children has 
helped these children for many years. They 

live on the ranch and there are many success 
stories of college graduations and thriving ca-
reers. For more than 30 years, the ranch has 
recycled used greeting cards into new cards, 
which then are sold online and in the ranch 

gift shops. ALL holiday and special greeting 
cards, except Hallmark, American Greetings 
or Disney, are welcome. Angels and teddy 

bears are especially in demand. Please bring 
your used cards by the church office or give 

them to Dagma Murphy.  
DO NOT cut the fronts off. 

“Jesus is the Reason for the Season”  
 

Church family: let’s not forget this important fact. It’s so easy to get caught up in the commercialism 
of this world. Don’t misunderstand me, I love decorating, shopping and parties too! I just want God 
to use us this Advent Season to bless others. To be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ and glorify 
our Father. I saw a commercial on TV that said “Most people spend 37 minutes of quality time with 
their families a day.” That’s only 4 hours and 31 minutes a week. I’m heartbroken to think that is 
true! I grew up in a time when every Sunday we went to my grandparents after church, ate lunch 
together and just hung out (OK maybe we did watch the Cowboys too). Of course, businesses and 
restaurants were closed on Sundays. I know for some of you that seems unbelievable, maybe even 
old fashion. I want to remind you, God created 6 days and rested on the 7th day. We will need to 
find rest in Jesus. Remember Jesus said, “Come to me and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28-30. 
For those that may be thinking, Cheryl we don’t live in that time anymore, I want to share a Faith 
Fact. Most fast food restaurants are open 7 days a week 12 to 24 hours a day with annual average 
sales of 1.2 million dollars. Yet Chick-Fil-A is closed on Sunday, is not open 24 hours and makes 
4.1 million dollars annually. May you find Rest and Peace this Advent Season.  
In His Love, Cheryl Owens 

Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 
 

The four Sundays in Advent for 2019 are  
December 1, 8, 15, 22, and Christmas Eve.  

At both worship services on these days,  
individuals, families, or friends are invited  

to read a simple script in regards  
to the lighting of the candles  

in the Advent Wreath.  
Please contact Pastor David or the  

church office,  
if you would like to participate in a reading. 

Pastor David will have the readings  
and they can be emailed or  

picked up from the church office.  
These readings are quick and easy  

and help bring about the Christmas Spirit  
and the making of Holiday Memories. 

In observance of Christmas and the New 

Year, the church office will be closed from                

Christmas Eve—New Year’s Day.  
 

 

Christmas in the Big Thicket  

Hot Dog Supper 
Saturday, December 7th - 4:30-6:00 pm 

 
First UMC will once again host the annual   

Hot Dog Supper in McDonough Hall.  
We need donations of cookies and canned 

Coke, Diet Coke, Dr. Pepper, Diet Dr. Pepper 
and Sprite. Donations can be brought to 

McDonough Hall on Friday, December 6th 
from 12:00-1:00 pm or Saturday, December 

7th from 3:00-4:30 pm. 

Sunday, December 29th 
Sunday School—10:00 am 

 

One Worship Service—11:00 am 
 
 

Glenda Delano, who is in the local pastor’s licens-
ing school, will preach. If you are in town, come 
worship with your friends and support Glenda. 



 

 

First United Methodist Church 

670 North 5th Street 

Silsbee  Texas  77656 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Lacie Owens, daughter of Kevin and Direc-
tor of Ministries staff member, Cheryl, will 

be graduating from Lamar University in Beaumont 
on Saturday, December 14 at the Montagne Center 

at 5:00 pm. Lacie will receive a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Hotel Management & Hospitality from 
the College of Education & Human Development. 

Her mom and dad are so proud and her  church 
family is proud as well. Congratulations, Lacie! 

 

Holy Communion  
Sunday, December 1st in both services 

 

Communion Rail offering for December will 
benefit the Methodist Children’s Home based 

in Waco, TX. Since 1880, MCH has served  
thousands of children and adults with  

emotional, physical and spiritual care ranging 
from housing, school, education, and many 

other services. Let us share the Christmas spirit 
with MCH! 

Thank you for your generosity in helping fund 
our Pumpkin Patch Ministry this year. With our 
wonderful volunteers—giving of their precious 
time to work the Pumpkin Patch and the giving 
of special gifts and donations of money toward 

this ministry, our little patch made, through sales 
and donations, $10,880.96. After expenditures 

of $5,305.23, our net profit this year of 
$5,575.73 will be more than enough to fund next 

year’s Pumpkin Patch. God gives abundantly 
and exceedingly more than we can image! 

 
Our committee has already met and expects 

next year’s patch will be even bigger and more 
of a blessing to our community. 

 
We want to thank our Church family for          

supporting this ministry and again all the      
wonderful volunteers that gave of their time      

to help make this ministry come to life. 
 

One final note, thank you, Elizabeth Auer for         
wanting to bring this ministry back to our little 
church and spearheading this ministry and 

bringing us all together. We picked up your torch 
and carried it the rest of the way for you, and the 

Glory of God in honor to the Auer family. 
 

With much love and heartfelt thanks, 
Pumpkin Patch Committee 


