
Dear Loved Ones, March 17, 2020 
 

A leadership and “medical” group, from within our church body, met yesterday 
to discuss our Church program in light of the threat of the covid-19 virus.  It is a 

rapidly changing threat to the health and economy of our community, as it is in all 
the country.  

The leadership group has made the decision to postpone all services of our 

church (including youth group) for whatever period deemed necessary.  We feel this is 
the responsible thing.  Remember that the incubation period of this disease is 5-15 
days, during which time it may be transmitted even though no symptoms are 

present.  And, it spreads at three-times the rate of the flu virus. 
 

There probably will be more information coming, but I would like to review just 
a few important ideas and motives. 

 

1. The fellowship of believers is important, and precious.  As a group, we will 
figure out ways to maintain or enhance it.  That may be in very small groups by 

mutual invitation and acceptance, or electronically in chat rooms, or perhaps 
other ideas will surface. You may have ideas too, and we’d love to hear them. 

 

2. The reason for our change in behavior during this time (the buzz word is social 
distancing) is, quite simply, Love!  The reason we alter our practices is not self-

protection, as children, millennials and young people without underlying 
health conditions are not particularly vulnerable.  The changes we make are 
needed because we have vulnerable “neighbors.” We are loving the 

immunocompromised, and the elderly, both of whom are at grave risk.  The 
“strong” must always protect the “weak.”  The changes we make are to mitigate 

the risk to others. 
 

3. Do not “worry” about the trouble that’s coming (Phil 4:6-7; Mt 6:25). But 

“prepare” for it – do what we can to mitigate, and trust in Jesus. Someone gave 
this definition of anxiety:  Imagining the future without Jesus in it. Instead, 

realize Jesus is present today, and tomorrow, and always. We trust in Him. 
 

4. Do not be afraid.  Perfect love casts out fear (1 Jn 4).  On multiple occasions 

people were afraid, and an angel told them, “do not be afraid.”  God has this. 
 

This is indeed unprecedented. Perhaps it is an opportunity to act redemptively 

and in love in the midst of crisis and fear.  Perhaps we will see a tightening of the 
bond of brotherhood/sisterhood as God challenges our view of Christian faith and 

discipleship. At this point, we just trust, and love, and support each other. 
 
As mentioned, more information will come as we have it. In the meantime, 

please feel free to contact Elders or deacon if you have questions.  We will either have 
the answer or refer you to the appropriate person or resource. 

 
In His fabulous Love, 
Pastor Stan 


