
Dear Church Family,
On October 8, 2006 epic officially opened the doors to its old, but newly renovated American Legion building.  
Our vision then was the same as it is now – to inspire all people to become fully devoted followers of Jesus 
Christ. 

Ten years later we continue on the mission that God has set before us.  A lot has changed in ten years but we 
still thrive on doing God’s work.  I’ve been encouraged by many people who thought they would never gather 
with a church again, who are now attenders and partners of epic church.  I have seen wild kids grow, and head 
off to college, and I’ve seen new wild kids come to fill in the space.  Addictions have been healed, families have 
reconciled, and people are finding faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

We have been able to multiply our vision in the community of St. Johns, Ionia, and Grand Ledge.  We helped 
build a church in West Virginia, and halfway across the world in Panama. We have enriched the lives of orphans 
in Belize, and they have enriched ours as well.

Even though it will always be a part of our DNA, we aren’t a church plant anymore. With ten years of 
experience under our belt we are rethinking our strategies for reaching those who the traditional church isn’t 
reaching. We are experimenting with new ways to multiply, new methods of equipping leaders, and new 
avenues for people outside of the church to get connected with us, besides just on Sunday morning.

God is moving through this body, but there is still so much more to do.  We exist as a church because the men 
and women who came before us recognized the need that Portland had for Jesus Christ.  Some faithful people 
have sacrificed to make epic a body of believers that inspire people outside the faith to want to become fully 
devoted followers. Now we are called to stand up and be counted among the faithful as we prepare to commit 
ourselves to epic’s Invest campaign. We have an opportunity to reach new communities that don’t know the 
forgiveness, mercy, and love of Jesus Christ. But it takes men and women who recognize the need.

Our Eagle campus is going to allow us to spread the love of Christ to a new community, and to raise up new 
church planters and ministry leaders who will carry the gospel even further east, into Lansing and beyond.  
Because of its location just off of the highway, the Eagle campus will allow us to reach into towns like Pewamo, 
Westphalia, and Wacousta, and it will be instrumental in our effort to plant churches in the greater Lansing area.

Our needs represent significant and important work that must be done as we seek to live out our Church’s Vision 
into the Future.  Now is the time to secure and provide a strong foundation for the generations of faithful people 
who will come after us.  

Attached to this letter you will find more information about those needs.  You can also read more about them by 
picking up an Invest packet in the epic lobby.  As you read over this letter, please prepare your heart to respond 
with Sacrificial Generosity.  Together we will reach our goals and provide a strong foundation for the future of 
epic.

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Duane



What is our need?

Epic is quickly becoming the heart and soul of the Portland community. Every day our church faithfully serves the ever-
increasing needs of those within our church family and of those outside of our walls.  We are spreading the gospel to 
other communities by planting churches in places like St. Johns, Grand Ledge, and Ionia.

“Now we are called to stand up and be counted among the faithful …”
Now we are expanding that epic DNA into the new community of Eagle. We have been graciously gifted a building from 
Crossroads Church in Eagle which will become our Eagle campus.

How will we respond?

This is truly an undertaking that will require the support of our entire congregation.  God has entrusted epic to all of us.  
We have been called by God and equipped with keen minds, tremendous talents, and great gifts and resources, which 
give us the ability to uphold this responsibility.

“Now is the time to secure and provide a strong foundation for the generations of 
faithful people who will come after us.”
This season we will see amazing things done both locally, and globally in the name of God and it’s all going to happen 
because one church family in Portland, MI sacrificed to make this world a better place.  I can’t wait to see what God is 
going to do in you and through you this year! 
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Chairs $7,000
To replace the 
pews in the 
sanctuary with 
chairs similar to 
what we have 
now at our 
Portland 
campus. 

OUR
NEED:

General 
Construction 
$10,000 
To build walls, 
replace lighting 
fixtures, paint, 
put in a new 
mother’s room, 
etc. 

Kid’s Space 
$13,000 
To create a safe 
and secure kid’s 
wing on the 
campus with its 
own set of 
bathrooms, just 
for the kids. 

Tech Upgrades 
$15,000 
For new projectors, 
new speakers and 
subwoofers, and 
new amplifiers. We 
will also repair the 
wiring underneath 
the stage.

Carpet and Tile 
$30,000 
To install new carpet 
squares in the 
sanctuary & in the 6 
rooms along the sides 
of the sanctuary. It will 
also allow us to tile 
the new cafe floor. 



What is our hope?

So, what is it that we hope each member will do?

First, pray. Ask, what does God want me to do? The decision to give and how generously to do so is between you and 
God. No one can ask this question for you. No one can answer this but you, as you listen to God’s call.  Our prayer is that 
each of us will connect with God on a deeply personal level and then respond to God’s call.

Next, believe.  Making this vision a reality will require new steps of faith. God often deepens our faith by asking us to 
take the first step, to trust in the unknown, then to imagine…what if? The prophet Jeremiah reminds us that the person 
who trusts in God will be blessed and will come to know, that indeed, God can be trusted.  

Third, be informed. Over the next few weeks you will be exposed to this giving campaign and our vision for the 
future of our church.

Then, contribute. We are each asked to give according to our resources.  Some will give more, others less, but all gifts are 
of equal value. The secret is to give with a joyful heart in the spirit of sacrificial generosity.

“Now, as you excel in everything-in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost 
eagerness, and in our love for you-so we want you to excel in this generous 
undertaking.”  (I Corinthians 8:7)

Finally, follow Christ.  Invest is about more than a building, or about duplicating our vision in another community; it’s about 
ministry and faithfully following Christ.  How we answer God’s call will determine how well we serve the world during our 
brief journey on this earth.  This is both a deeply personal response and a commitment to our sense of covenant 
community.

Our Vision and our Motivation…

At the heart of our church’s mission has been the desire to inspire all people to become fully devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ.  That mission begins in Portland, and moves outward into our surrounding geographic area. We remain 
focused on reaching people that the traditional church isn’t reaching, and making it obvious in the community of Portland, 
and beyond, that God lives here.

The calling that God has placed on our heart is not always an easy one to follow. Yet, when we are willing to step out on 
faith and follow God’s leading, amazing things can and will happen.

Our faith in Christ enables us to see a world of healing, wholeness, and profound hope, where we might not otherwise see 
it.

We have been blessed as a church, and we take seriously and joyfully our opportunity to “be a blessing” to others in 
the name of Christ.  Epic is a place where the hungry are fed; the lonely are embraced in love, and all are welcomed 
extravagantly.  It is a place where people gather to grieve our deepest sorrows and celebrate our greatest joys.
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Together we will Invest in lives being changed, Invest in our community 
and others like it, and Invest in the future of epic.

How do I give?

There are three convenient ways to give towards the Invest campaign.  

MAIL
Mail the enclosed COMMITMENT CARD to

Epic – A Community Church
1455 E Grand River Ave.
Portland, MI 48875

ONLINE
Go to our website at www.epic-community.org to give and/or set up a pledge or 
scheduled donation…

1.  Click the GIVE tab on our site
2.  Click the MAKE A DONATION button
3.  Either LOG IN to your account or CREATE an account
4.  Select GIVE NOW to make a ONE-TIME DONATION or…
5.  Select SCHEDULED GIVING to set up a RECURRING DONATION or…
6.  Select MY ACCOUNT to set up a PLEDGE AMOUNT
     *Selecting a pledge amount does not set up automatic payments. It will simply
       track your donations as you make them.

If you have any questions about any of these ways to give, please contact the office at 
517-647-7750 or email info@epic-community.org.

IN PERSON
You can give an upfront gift and/or turn in a commitment card in the special offering at epic community church on May 7th.
Please label your check or your envelope (Invest) so the money is routed to the correct place. 

Thank you for your generosity!
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http://www.epic-community.org

