
 

 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF REVELATION 

Date of Writing:  mid-90’s A.D. 

Author: The apostle John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved”. 

Historical Context:  Under Emperor Domitian’s reign the Roman Empire was increasingly enforcing 
emperor worship. Therefore, Christians, who held that Christ was Lord, not Caesar, were facing 
increasing persecution.  The apostle John himself was exiled to a prison colony on the island of Patmos 
for his faith (1:9). Some Christians were compromising with pagan practices and others were being 
drawn away by false teachers (2:14-15).  

Jerusalem and the temple had been destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. The people living in Israel had 
either been killed or enslaved. Israel as a nation no longer existed.  Many first century Christians also 
thought that Christ would return within the lifetime of the first generation of believers. John is the only 
surviving apostle. The others had been killed for their faith. Some may have been losing hope. 

Major Themes of the Book: 

1. Christ’s Nature: He is the sovereign Lord and judge. 
2. Judgment: God’s judgment on sinful humanity is coming will be severe. 
3. Spiritual Warfare: Persecution will increase but Satan will be defeated.  
4. Believer’s Fate: God will protect the faithful and greatly reward them. 
5. Application: Persevere in the faith and you will be greatly rewarded. 

Literary Form: Revelation falls under the apocalyptic form of Bible prophecy similar to the latter part of 
the book of Daniel. As such it is highly symbolic, and there can be a great diversity of understanding 
based on how literal or figurative an interpretation a reader takes. Therefore, it is not always possible to 
have a definitive interpretation of all the imagery and details in Revelation.   

Method of Interpretation: Historically, there have been four approaches to interpreting Revelation. 

1. Preterist Approach: This takes the approach that all of Revelation was fulfilled in John’s 
audience’s lifetime.  

2. Historicist Approach: This takes the approach that Revelation is a forecast of the entire span of 
history. It believes that events in the book can be correlated with known historical events or 
historical stages of the Church. 

3. Futurist Approach: This takes the approach that other than the letters to the churches and the 
seven seals, Revelation is describing future events immediately leading up to Christ’s return. 

4. Idealist Approach: This takes the approach that the symbols and events of Revelation cannot be 
associated with any past, present, or future event or state. They are only meant to communicate 
the fundamental principles by which God acts in history. 

Each approach has some truth: 
1. Revelation addressed the concerns and fears of first-century Christians. 
2. It gives insight to the underlying causes of historical events. 
3. It talks about future events preceding and following the return of Christ. 
4. It has timeless truths for all generations of readers. 



 

 

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION 
(Revelation 1,2,3) 

 

July 6, 2020 

Read: “The Historical Background of Revelation” found on the gc2church.org website.  

Read:  Revelation, 1:1-8, Acts 1:9-11, Matthew 24:30-31, and Isaiah 44:6 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 1:1-2 - Revelation is a first-hand account. 
2. 1:4 – The book is addressed to the seven churches of Asia. Asia was a Roman province in what is 

now the western region of modern Turkey. The sequence of the letters in chapters 2 and 3 form 
a counterclockwise pattern on a map of the seven cities. Patmos, where John was, is an island 
southwest of Ephesus. 

 
 

3. 1:4 – Seven represents completion in the Bible. “Seven-fold spirit” likely refers to the Holy Spirit 
and completes the trinitarian origin of the greeting: Father, the Spirit, and Jesus Christ. 

4. 1:7 – Those who pierced Christ were dead by this time. So this tells us that even the dead will 
witness Christ’s return. 

Study Questions: 

1. According to 1:2 what is the outcome of those who take to heart, keep, or obey what is written 
in Revelation? 

2. How are you and all believers blessed by Christ according to 1:5-6? 
3. What is the reaction to those who will witness Christ’s return? Why do you think so? 
4. How do you think you will react when you witnessed Christ’s return? 
5. Journal your response to this passage:  

  



 

 

July 7, 2020 

Read: Rev 1:9-20, Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Hebrews 4:12  

Important Study Notes: 

1. 1:10 – Lord’s Day is Sunday and refers to the day Christ rose from the dead. 
2. 1:10 – In the Spirit is a state of spiritual exaltation. This was a vision, not a dream. 
3. 1:13 – Christ was dressed in the garb of a high priest. 

Study Questions: 

1. How do the similarities in the vision in Dan. 7:9-10 help you better understand who the son of man 
is? 

2. What is the significance of the similarity between the son of man being the “First and Last” and God 
being the “Alpha and Omega” in 1:8? 

3. What do the stars and lampstands represent according to v. 20? 
4. Journal what the image of Christ in and his words in this passage tell you about Christ. 

 

 

 

 

July 8, 2020 

Read: Rev. 2:1-7 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 2:1– Ephesus was a very important port city and said to be only second to Rome in significance. It 
was all the home of the temple of the Greek goddess Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world. The apostle Paul preached the gospel and performed many miracles here in Acts 19. 

2. 2:6 - Nicolaitans - According to the writings of the Early Church leaders, Nicolas was one of the 
deacons who was chosen in Acts 6:5. This, however, is not confirmed. They wrote he taught a 
doctrine of compromise, implying that it was not essential for the total separation between 
Christianity and the practice of paganism. 

Study Questions: 

1. What were the strengths of the Ephesian church? 
2. What was its failure(s)? 
3. What was it told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise to it? 
5. How can a church be morally and spiritually pure but lacking love?   
6. Journal what Christ’s personal warning or exhortation to you is in this letter. 

   



 

 

July 9, 2020 

Read: Rev. 2:8-17 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 2:8– Smyrna as a city was highly supportive of emperor worship. Christians in this city were not rich 
and were being afflicted by the Jews. 

2. 2:12 - Pergamum means citadel. It was the capital of ancient Asia. It was both the seat of 
government and the official center of emperor worship.  

3. 2:14 – Balaam taught the Midianite women how to lead the Israelites astray (Numbers 31:16) 

Study Questions: 

1. What were the strengths of the Smyrna and Pergamum churches? 
2. What were their failures? 
3. What were they told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise to them? 
5. Journal what Christ’s personal warning or exhortation to you is in these two letters. 

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2020 

Read: Rev. 2:18-29 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 2:18 - Thyatira was known for its trade guilds. Lydia in Acts 16:14 was from Thyatira. 
2. 2:20 – Jezebel was the wife of King Ahab and a fierce opponent of the prophet Elijah. Her name is 

used figuratively here. 

Study Questions: 

1. What were the strengths of the Thyatira church? 
2. What was its failure(s)? 
3. What was it told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise to it? 
5. Journal what Christ’s personal warning or exhortation to you is in this letter. 

 

 

 



 

 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR JULY 13-17 
 

July 13, 2020 

Read: Rev. 3:1-6 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 3:1 – Sardis was the capital of Lydia. It was a famous and wealthy city rebuilt after a disastrous 
earthquake in 17 A.D.   

2. 3:3 – “Come like a thief” does not necessarily refer to the second coming. More likely, it means 
Christ’s judgment will come upon the church without warning.  

3. 3:4 – White represents the dress of the redeemed who are cleansed from unrighteousness. 

Study Questions: 

1. What did Christ commend the Sardis church for? 
2. What did he criticize them for? 
3. What were they told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise them? 
5. The church in Sardis had a reputation for being alive while being dead. How might this have 

happened?  
6. What is Christ’s message to you through this letter, and how will you respond to it? 

 
 
 
 

July 14, 2020 

Read: Rev. 3:7-22 

Important Study Notes About the Philadelphia Church: 

1. 3:7 – Philadelphia was founded in 189 B.C. by King Eumenes II of Pergamon who named it in honor 
of his loyal brother, Attalus II; “key of David” – The Messiah is the descendant of King David. Keys 
represent absolute authority to allow or not allow entry into the Messiah’s kingdom. 

2. 3:9 – “synagogue of Satan” metaphorically refers to hostile, unbelieving Jews in the city. 
3. 3:10 – “keep you from” – the same Greek phrasing is used in John 17:15 and translated as protect.  
4. 3:11 – “soon” is from the perspective of God’s time scale. 
5. 3:12 – a pillar is an essential structural element of a building; writing one’s name on a person 

denotes ownership; “my God” signifies Christ’s submission to the Father and not that he is lesser.  

Study Questions Regarding the Philadelphia Church: 

1. Did Christ have any criticism of the church? 
2. What did Christ commend about the church? 
3. What did Christ promise them? 



 

 

Important Study Notes About the Laodicea Church: 

1. 3:14 – Laodicea was the wealthiest city in Phrygia in Roman times, but it lacked an adequate water 
supply making it vulnerable; “Amen” means truth. 

2. 3:18 – Christ takes aim at the three items which the city took pride in: financial wealth, its textile 
industry, and a famous eye salve. 

3. 3:20 – This verse is commonly taken to mean Christ knocking on the door of the unbeliever’s heart. 
However, the actual context is church members. 

Study Questions About the Laodicea Church: 

1. Did Christ commend anything about the Laodicea church? 
2. What was the Laodicea church’s problem? 
3. How did the Laodicean Christians deceive themselves? 
4. How is it possible for Christ to be “locked out” of his own church? 

What is Christ’s message to you through both of these letters, and how will you respond to it? 

 

 

July 15, 2020 

Read: Rev. 4:1-11, Isaiah 6:1-4 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 4:2-3 – John struggles to describe an out-of-the-world scene with things he was familiar with: Jasper 
- a stone that can come in a variety of colors; Cornelian is a brownish-red semi-precious stone, 
Emerald – a green gem. However, none of these can fully describe what he saw. 

2. 4:4 – The number 24 may refer to the total of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles. 
3. 4:5 – The number 7 represents completeness in the Bible and is better understood to mean “the 

sevenfold Spirit”. 
4. 4:6- No explanation is given for what the four creatures are or the meaning of their appearance.  

Interpretations from representing the animal kingdom minus fish and reptiles to the character of 
Christ have been offered.   Being covered with eyes likely represents they are all-seeing.  The sea of 
glass represents the unapproachable holiness of God. 

Study Questions: 

1. What does the imagery of the central throne surrounded by 24 thrones convey to you? 
2. What did the creatures and elders say about God? 
3. The creatures and elders never stopped worshipping God. The elders fell down from their thrones, 

took off their crowns, and laid them down before God’s throne. What do their actions and words tell 
you about how to worship God? 

4. Is worship on the forefront of your mind normally? How can you make worship a more significant 
part of your life? 

  



 

 

July 16, 2020 

Read: Rev. 5:1-14 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 5:1  – The imagery of a scroll with seals conveys there is a message from someone in a high position 
to a specific person, and only the intended recipient could open it.  Scrolls usually are written only 
on one side and only have one seal. Having writing on both sides may convey the weightiness of 
what is written in it, and the seven seals may represent its very sacred nature.  

2. 5:3, 13 – “In heaven, on earth, and under the earth” was a way of saying the totality of creation. 
3. 5:6 – horns were an ancient symbol of power. 7 represents completeness in the Bible. 
4. 5:9 – In the Old Testament acts of God’s deliverance or blessing prompted the singing of a new song. 

Study Questions: 

1. The lamb represents the risen Christ.  Which descriptions in this chapter represent His divine 
nature? Which descriptions convey his nature as the redeemer of sinful humanity? 

2. What is the significance of the Lamb standing on the throne and not afar from it? 
3. What was said about what Christ has done for sinners? 
4. How should you worship Christ in light of this chapter? 

 

July 17, 2020 

Read: Rev. 6:1-8, Matt. 24:6-8 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 6:1 – The seven seals are the first of a three seven-numbered series of judgments: seven seals, 
seven trumpets, and seven bowls. Considering Jesus’ prophecy in Matt. 24:6-8, the seven seals 
represent God’s judgment on the world before the Great Tribulation. 

2. 6:2 – The imagery of the four horsemen comes from Zech. 1:8-11; 6:1-3. However, their function in 
Zechariah is not for judgment.  Some have interpreted the white horse to represent Christ or the 
spirit of conquest. The latter fits more naturally with the other three horses and riders. 

3. 6:4 – The red horse symbolizes war and bloodshed. 
4. 6:5 – The black horse symbolizes famine that causes the lack of wheat and barley resulting in hyper-

inflation. Oil and wine are not affected perhaps because they are more drought tolerant or because 
drought will not affect the regions where they are produced. 

5. 6:8 – The pale horse represents death. A fourth may be literal or symbolic of a significant portion of 
humanity dying from wars, famines, plagues, and wild animals. See Ezekiel 5:16-17 for a similar 
judgment on ancient Israel. 

Study Questions: 

1. Do you think this passage is describing things that have happened or things that will happen in the 
future? 

2. Why would God mandate humanity to experience such sufferings? 
3. What is your reaction to reading this passage? 



 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR JULY 20-24 
 

July 20, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 6:9-17, Isaiah 2:19-22, Matt. 24:29-30, Joel 2:30-31 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 6:9 – Under the altar is where the blood of sacrificed animals was poured in the Old 

Testament Temple worship ritual. A reference to this would be a striking visual image for 
John and his Jewish readers. 

2. 6:10 –The original Greek literally asks, “How long… will you not judge?” indicating that God 
is holding back his judgment at this time. Avenge in the original Greek had the meaning of 
doing a person justice and not about enacting a personal vendetta. 

3. 6:11 – A white robe was a symbol of purity and blessing. God in his sovereign plan has a set 
number of the righteous who will be martyred for their faith. 

4. 6:12 – In the Old Testament earthquakes are a sign of divine visitation and the moon 
turning red is a sign that judgment day, the Day of the Lord, is imminent. In nature the solar 
eclipses, lunar eclipses, and high amounts of pollutant such as smoke or volcanic debris in 
the air can cause these signs.  

5. 6:13 – In Matt. 24:29 Jesus explained that the stars falling from the sky is a sign that will 
follow immediately after the Great Tribulation period. 

6. 6:14 – These are signs associated with God’s judgment and visitation in the Old Testament. 
See Isaiah 34:2-4; 40:4-5. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. How does Rev. 6:9-11 give you a better understanding of why it seems God is not doing 

enough to prevent evil and the persecution of Christians? 
 
2. What may be God’s reason for predetermining how many Christian must be martyred 

before Christ’s return? See Rev. 20:4. 
 
3. Eclipses and earthquakes are fairly common and can be explained by science. Given this, 

how can you avoid being complacent when experiencing the signs in Rev. 6:12? 
 
4. Instead of fleeing and hiding, what should the people of the earth do in light of God’s 

coming wrath? 
 
5. How do you feel and what must you do knowing that even though today’s pandemic is very 

difficult, even more terrible things must happen before Christ returns?  
  



 

July 21, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 7:1-8, 14:1-5 
Important Study Notes: 
1. Rev. 7 is an interlude between the sixth and seventh seal and its message is the protection 

of God’s faithful from the coming wrath. 
2. 7:1 – Wind represents the coming worldwide calamities associated with Christ’s return that 

is currently being restrained. 
3. 7:2-3 – Seals in ancient times were personalized and used like signatures today. A common 

use for them was to imprint wax seals on scrolls. Some take the seal on the foreheads to be 
literal, but most likely it symbolizes that those with the seal belonged to the Lord. He will 
protect them from the coming wrath directed towards the unrepentant.  

4. 7:4-8 – Scholarly interpretations of this list range from actual tribes of Israel who are 
believers, Jewish believers in general, or a select group of faithful believers living through 
the Great Tribulation See Rev. 14:1-5.  The number 12 is a symbol of God’s good and perfect 
kingdom of his chosen. 12,000 may simply symbolize “many” and not an exact amount. 12 x 
12,000 may symbolize a complete and perfect number of faithful servants. The tribe of Dan 
is not included in this list.   

 
Study Questions: 
1. Though many modern calamities have been awful, what does 7:1 tell you about how much 

worse it will get? 
 

2. What does this passage tell you about the mercies of God? 
 

3. If the 144,000 are faithful Jewish believers protected from the Great Tribulation, what does 
this tell you about God’s faithfulness to his covenant with Abraham and the Jewish people?  

 
4. What is your response to God after studying about the 144,000? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

July 22, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 7:9-17 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 7:9 – The great multitude was composed of people from all over the world. White robes 

represent purity from sin. Holding palm branches was a customary sign of celebrative 
worship and adulation as when people held and laid palm branches in the path of Jesus as 
he rode a donkey into Jerusalem. 

2. 7:10 – “Salvation belongs to our God” means it comes from God, not by human effort. 
3. 7:14 – “great tribulation” is the period of final world calamities and unrest immediately 

before Christ’s return. This verse is one of the strongest biblical evidence that God will 
miraculously remove believers alive at the time out of the Tribulation and bring them to be 
with Him. This is referred to as the Rapture, and this verse fits the mid-tribulation theory of 
the Rapture. 

4. 7:15 – Many scholars interpret Scripture to teach that there is a heavenly temple and the 
temples in Jerusalem were earthly representations of it. 

5. 7:16 – This promise would elicit great joy to people who lived in the heat and dryness of 
most of the Middle East all their lives. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. List all the ways God will bless all those He has saved. 

 
2. According to 7:15 what will believers be doing in glory? 

 
3. How does this passage make you feel? 

 
4. How does the knowledge of your future glory as a believer influence your life today? 

 
  



 

July 23, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 8:1-13 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 8:1  – The silence may be for dramatic purposes or to signal an opportunity for repentance 

before the next judgment is enacted. 
2. 8:2 – The breaking of the seventh seal leads to the sounding of seven trumpet blasts. 

Trumpets in the Old Testament served to announce important events. 
3. 8:3-4 – Censors were handheld firepans holding burning incense. The smoke of the burning 

incense represented the prayers of the saints rising to the Lord.  
4. 8:5 - In light of the persecution Christians were undergoing at the time, the imagery of using 

the same censor may represent that God is responding directly to their urgent prayers for 
relief by enacting judgment on the earth. 

5. 8:7-13 – These verses describe calamities that will occur in the Tribulation period rather 
than being symbolic. The disasters of the first four trumpets may be God striking the earth 
with four separate calamities during the Tribulation or describing four outcomes of one 
disastrous calamity. Some speculate the first four trumpets describe one or more major 
meteorites hitting the earth. 

 
Study Question: 
1. Write down your thoughts, questions, and feelings about what you read in this passage. 

 
2. What does this passage tell you about the consequences of sin and the urgency of 

spreading the Gospel? 
 

3. How can you be more thankful for the salvation you have as a believer considering the 
Tribulation judgments that believers will be spared? 

  



 

July 24, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 9:1-12, Joel 1:2-2:11 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 9:1 – The star in this verse is symbolic of an agent of God as opposed to a cosmic object in 

chapter 8.  Abyss means very deep or bottomless. It is the abode of demons. Its description 
as being below ground in the earth is metaphorical and not literal. 

2. 9:2-6 – Locust swarms were symbols of the impending day of God’s judgment. That these 
locusts come from the spiritual realm of the Abyss shows that these locusts were not 
natural insects. They are symbolic of a painful, but non-lethal, demonic affliction put on the 
unrepentant for five months. Five months is the general lifespan of locusts from spring to 
late summer. This may also be an indication of the time of the year this judgment will 
happen. 

3. 9:7-10 – The appearance of the locust is likened to a military army of ancient times and is 
symbolic. 

4. 9:11 – Apollyon means “destroyer.” 
 
Study Question:  
1. If you are disturbed by what is described so far, explain what disturbs you. 
 
2. Why do you think the locusts were prevented from killing people? 
 
3. What does this passage tell you about how God uses evil powers to accomplish his will? 

 
4. Is your faith and understanding of God being challenged by what you are reading? 

 
5. What will you do to better understand or accept what God has revealed about the 

Tribulation period in Revelation?  



 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR JULY 27-31 
 

July 27, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 9:13-21, Joel 2:12-17 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 9:13 – The horns of the altar were on the four corners of the temple altar. Those fleeing 

judgment could seek mercy by holding on to the horns of the altar. That there is a voice 
emanating from the horns that calls for the next deadly plague to occur may either mean 
the time of mercy has ended or that even the trial is an act of mercy to try to bring people 
to repentance and salvation. 9:20-21 seems to support this second interpretation. 

2. 9:14 – Angels can also mean “messengers” in the ancient Greek. These angels were bound 
most likely because they were “fallen” angels who had aligned themselves with Satan rather 
than righteous angels; The number four may represent the four compass directions 
meaning this next plague is worldwide or all encompassing;  The Euphrates river is in 
modern Iraq. It is in the region from where invaders such as the Assyrians and Babylonians 
have historically come from to attack Israel. This may be the memory that the vision is 
conveying rather than naming an actual geographic location of the four angels. 

3. 9:15 – God is very precise in his plans and the execution of them. 
4. 9:16 – Large numbers in the Bible are generally meant to convey a massive host rather than 

the actual count. 200 million would far exceed the population known at that time. 
5. 9:17 – The troops were mounted calvary to symbolize that they will attack swiftly, broadly, 

and be terrifying; Lions were symbols of great power; Some have tried to interpret this 
vision to describe modern military equipment, but this would be a far stretch. 

6. 9:18 - The plagues of fire, smoke, and sulfur that kills a third of humanity is similar to the 
plagues of the first four trumpets that destroyed a third of the earth.   

7. 9:20-21 – All the afflictions in the Bible that God put upon Israel for their sins were through 
natural and human instruments. It is likely that this is the case for the worldwide afflictions 
described in Revelation. Therefore, humanity will likely explain away these plagues as the 
result of natural disasters such as a massive meteor strike or volcanic eruptions or human 
warfare, rather than signs from God. Only those enlightened by the Holy Spirit and Scripture 
will understand that God brought them on to push humanity to repentance. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. Rev. 9:14-15 reveals that God is restraining a disastrous and deadly plague until its 

appointed time. Why do you think He is doing that? Why is He revealing it in this vision?  
2. According to Joel 2:12-17, what does God want people to do in light of suffering and trials? 
3. Do you respond in the way Joel 2:12-17 describes when you have trials?  



 

July 28, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 10:1-11 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 10:1-11 – This serves as the second interlude. The first interlude is in chapter 7. 
2. 10:1 – The appearance of the mighty angel elicits several Old Testament imageries related 

to God’s grace and mercy: rainbow – a sign that God will never destroy the world with a 
flood; cloud and fiery pillar – God led the Israelites through the wilderness by the day in a 
pillar of clouds and night by a pillar of fire. 

3. 10:2 - Putting one foot in the sea and one on land signifies what is coming has to do with 
the destiny of the whole world; The small size of the scroll symbolizes that there is not 
much else to be said or done. The final orders are brief and to the point. 

4. 10:3 – Thunder is associated with God’s rebuke in the Bible. Seven signifies completeness. 
5. 10:4 – The content of the little scroll and the words of the seven thunders are hidden for 

now, but they will be revealed at the appropriate time. 
6. 10:5-7 – The mighty angel makes a solemn promise or oath that there is no further delay to 

the completion of God’s plan of salvation. All related prophecy will be fulfilled. 
7. 10:9-10 – The sweet and sour flavors of the little scroll represent the pleasantness of God’s 

righteous justice and plan prevailing, but it will require great pain and suffering for the 
world and the unbeliever.   

 
Study Questions: 
1. What is God’s message of mercy in this chapter? 
2. What is God’s message of judgment in this chapter? 
3. Whose salvation do you need to pray for before time runs out for them? 
  



 

July 29, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 11:1-14, Luke 21:24 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 11:1 – At the time of John receiving the vision of Revelation the second temple in Jerusalem 

was already completely destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. The temple of God here is either 
symbolic or a vision of a future rebuilt third temple.  

2. 11:2 - The act of measuring symbolizes the marking off of what will not be desecrated. The 
marked off area likely represents the faithful believers who God will protect and who will 
not capitulate to persecution during the Great Tribulation;  Gentiles refer to the unbelieving 
world antagonistic to Christ and not to non-Jews in general; 42 months is 3.5 years, the 
length of time the Anti-Christ will reign with impunity. 

3. 11:3 – Based on their description, the two witnesses most likely are actual individuals versus 
being symbolic of testifying believers; 1260 days is equivalent to 3.5 years - the same as 42 
months; The two witnesses will proclaim God’s truth to the world (most likely a call to 
repentance) and demonstrate the truthfulness of their message with miraculous signs and 
powers. 

4. 11:7 – The beast from the Abyss may refer to the devil or the Anti-Christ. A common 
interpretation is that when the two witnesses’ mission is accomplished the Anti-Christ will 
be able to kill them. Their ministry will, therefore, either be before or overlap with the reign 
of the Anti-Christ. 

5. 11:8 – Based on the most literal reading, the identity of the great city is Jerusalem. Sodom 
symbolized great immorality. Egypt was a place of captivity and enslavement. If Jerusalem is 
the great city, this is an indication of the depravity that the Holy City will fall into during the 
Great Tribulation. Though shocking, it is not unprecedented given the Old Testament 
record. 

6. 11:9 – Leaving a body unburied was a flagrant sign of derision and scorn upon the victim. 
7. 11:13 – There also was an earthquake when Christ was crucified. 
 
Study Questions: 
1. At the time Jerusalem had been sacked, destroyed, and fully occupied by the Romans. Most 

Jews had been exiled from the area. How might the vision of the temple and the two 
witnesses have been received by John’s contemporaries? 

2. What is your reaction to the two witnesses being killed by an agent of evil despite being 
anointed and empowered by God? 

3. What from this passage gives you hope? And how will you apply that hope?  
  



 

July 30, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 11:15-19, Psalm 2:1-12 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 11:15-19 – The seventh trumpet heralds the completion of God’s redemptive plan. Little 

details are given at this point. The rest of Revelation brings out details of what happens 
within this final trumpet. This is similar to Genesis 1:26-29 giving an overview of the 
creation of humanity, and then Genesis 2 giving greater details. 

2. 11:15 - In one brief statement it is announced that God’s kingdom has prevailed, and His 
rule has been established on earth. 

3. 11:17 – “Who is to come” is omitted because what was in the future has come to pass; 
“begun to reign” means God at this point is no longer allowing the power of evil to co-exist 
with his. It does not mean God is not reigning and sovereign now.  

4. 11:18 – The meaning of “destroy the earth” range from environmental destruction to social 
destruction. Man’s sin is responsible for the corruption of all of creation (Romans 8:20-21). 

5.  11:19 – There is much biblical evidence that there is an actual heavenly temple; The ark of 
the covenant had been long lost since the time of the Babylonian destruction of the temple 
nearly 700 years earlier. The sight of it in the temple harkens back to the days of Solomon 
and likely symbolizes God has been faithful in keeping his covenant with his people; 
Lightning, thunder, earthquakes, and hailstorms are symbolic of God’s awesome presence.  

 
Study Questions: 
1. What are the two outcomes of God’s judgment of the dead? 
2. What would seeing the ark in the heavenly temple mean to a Jewish person at that time?  
3. How do Rev. 11:15-18 and Psalm 2 address any of your current frustrations with atheistic or 

anti-Christian governments and politicians around the world? 
  



 

July 31, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 12:1-17, Luke 10:17-18 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 12:1-17 – Up to this point the focus has been on how God is carrying out his plan for justice 

and redemption. Chapter 12 peels back the curtain on the spiritual warfare that is behind it 
all and Satan’s efforts to thwart God.  

2. 12:1 – The woman represents Israel (Some say believing Israel). The twelve stars represent 
the tribes of Israel. 

3. 12:3 – The dragon represents Satan (See Rev. 12:9). Heads and crowns symbolize authority 
to rule. Horns symbolize power.  7 and 10 symbolize magnitude or completeness.   

4. 12:4 – The dragon’s tail sweeping a third of the stars out of the sky and flinging them to the 
earth likely symbolizes Satan taking a significant portion of the angels with him when he 
rebelled (Rev. 12:9). Rebellious angels are the demons of the Bible. 

5. 12:4-5 – This vision retells with symbols the birth of Christ out of the lineage of David and 
Satan trying to “devour” Christ through King Herod, the Romans, everyone who opposed 
him, and his crucifixion. However, Christ rose from the dead and ascended to God’s throne 
with the Father, and Satan was defeated. 

6. 12:6 – The desert or wilderness in the Bible is a place of refuge and communion with God; 
1,260 days is equivalent to 3.5 years. A common interpretation of this verse is that God will 
protect Israel during the cataclysmic final 3.5 years of the Great Tribulation. 

7.  12:7-9 – The book of Job shows that Satan had access to the throne of God. The Bible gives 
no explanation why God would allow His enemy such access.  However, these verses explain 
that at some point that access is ended and a battle among angels ensues. Satan and his 
angel-followers lose and are banished to the earth. 

8. 12:12-17 – After he is cast out of heaven there will be a short, intense period when an 
enraged Satan will try to inflict as much harm on Israel and believers. God, however, will 
protect Israel from his attacks. 

9. 12:14 – “Time, times, and half a time” appears first in Daniel 7:25 in reference to the 
blasphemous king of the final worldwide kingdom.  “Times” in Hebrew is a dual form (as 
opposed to singular or plural form) of the Hebrew word for a period of time. Dual forms can 
mean twice the amount. So “time, times, and a half” can mean “1+2+.5”, which equals 3.5.  
This verse, therefore, has been interpreted to mean that God will protect Israel from the 
attacks of Satan and the Anti-Christ during the final 3.5 years of the Great Tribulation. 

10. 12:15 – The imagery is that of a raging desert flash flood which in nature can be very 
destructive. 

11. 12:16 – The scene is not literal but symbolic of Satan’s attack and God’s protection. 
12. 12:17 – Romans 9:8 explains that all believers are the spiritual children of Abraham. 

Thwarted by God, Satan will turn his vicious attention against Christ-followers during the 
Great Tribulation. 

 



 

Study Questions: 
1. What does the depiction of Satan in 12:3 tell you about his power and abilities? 
2. How will God protect Israel? 
3. What does 12:10 tell you about what Satan currently does to attack believers? 
4. What does knowing that despite his great power Satan is no match for God do for you? 
5. According to 12:11, what does it take for you to personally overcome Satan’s power? 
6. How can you be more aware of the spiritual warfare that is constantly happening in the 

unseen realms and its effects? 



 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR AUGUST 3 to 7, 2020 
 

Aug. 3, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 13:1-10 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 13:1 – The beast represents the future Anti-Christ who will reign for 42 months (13:5) 

though some of the descriptions fit Roman emperors claiming to be god. The imagery of 
one or more beasts coming out of the sea is also found in Daniel 7:2-3, which is part of the 
text for tomorrow. Here the beast represents one ruler rather than a dynastic kingdom, 
which can be the case in Daniel 7; The presence of the dragon reveals the Satanic origin of 
the Anti-Christ; The sea is believed to symbolize the realm of human government and 
politics; Horns symbolize power; Crowns symbolize the authority to rule. The crowns 
interestingly were on the horns and not the heads which may mean that the Anti-Christ’s 
ability to rule will come from sheer might and not from governing ability; Heads with 
blasphemous names symbolizes the Anti-Christ’s hatred of God and self-elevation as a god; 
The numbers 7 and 10 generally symbolize completeness in the Bible. 

2.  13:2 – The Anti-Christ has the combined characteristic of the kingdoms represented by the 
four beasts in Daniel 7. 

3. 13:3 – The healed fatal wound is a clear attempt to mimic the true Christ. 
4. 13:4 – The Anti-Christ will have superior military and economic power over any possible 

opposition. 
5. 13:7-8 – The Anti-Christ will be a world leader who enjoys worldwide admiration and 

support. The words war and conquer do not mean that the saints will take up arms against 
the Anti-Christ. They mean that he will severely persecute Christians and succeed in 
imprisoning and killing them with the world’s population’s support.  

 
Study Questions: 
1. Who does the dragon represent and what does this tell you about the source of the Anti-

Christ’s power? 
2. Why do you think God would allow the dragon to have such power? 
3. How will the Anti-Christ, a.k.a. the beast, be like Christ? 
4. What modern political or national leaders showed anti-Christ characteristics? How were 

they able to cause the masses to admire and follow them? 
5. What do you think verses 13:9-10 mean? 
  



 

Aug. 4, 2020 
 
Read: Daniel 7:1-28 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 7:1-17 – v. 17 explains that the four beasts represent four kingdoms. Bible scholars give the 

following interpretation: 
a. First Beast – Babylonian Kingdom; appearance and heart of a man may refer to King 

Nebuchadnezzar’s later acknowledgement and worship of Yahweh. 
b. Second Beast – Persian Empire 
c. Third Beast – Greek Empire; the four wings and four heads symbolize the four 

generals who divided Alexander the Great’s massive empire after his death. 
d. Fourth Beast – Roman Empire AND the future kingdom of the Anti-Christ. 

2. 7:3 – Similar to Rev. 13, the beasts are shown to come from the sea. The sea is believed to 
represent the chaotic domain of the political realm. 

3. 7:20-24 – The 10 horns may represent 10 actual kingdoms that arose from the fourth beast 
or 10 may simply mean a complete set, similar to 10 in the 10 commandments or the 10 
plagues of Egypt. If the fourth beast represents the Roman Empire, then the 10 horns 
represent kingdoms that arose from the Roman Empire after its collapse, not necessarily 
concurrently. Many think that these must be European, but the Roman Empire also 
included the Middle East and North Africa. The last horn arises after the period of the 10 
horns. It is more powerful than the previous 10. At this point the horn may represent a 
nation or an individual ruler; A literal interpretation is that it will overthrow exactly 3 other 
kingdoms or nations in its rise to power. A more metaphorical interpretation is that it will 
overthrow a small number of nations in its rise.  

4. 7:25 – The description of what the horn does is very similar to Rev. 13:7-8 and is best 
interpreted as the Anti-Christ at this point; The saints are all who remain faithful to God; 
“Time, times, and half a time” is used in Rev. 12:14 and means 3.5 years.  

5. 7:26-27 – Judgment day will arrive and God will destroy the power of the Anti-Christ. The 
faithful will be placed in charge of the entire earth under the headship of Christ. Many 
interpret this to describe Christ’s millennial kingdom (1,000-year earthly reign after his 
return) followed by His eternal kingdom on the new earth. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. In the past century the world has seen dictators—such as Hitler, Stalin, or Mao—arise who 

have tried to do some or all of the things the Anti-Christ will do. What do their atrocities 
and final demise tell you about what is to come still? 

2. 1 John 4:3 says that the spirit of the anti-Christ is already present. What are some ways it 
has already manifested itself? 

3. How will you respond if the Anti-Christ appears in your lifetime? 
 



 

Aug. 5, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 13:11-18 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 13:11 – The second beast is like an assistant who will lead the world to worship the first 

beast; The two horns like a lamb symbolizes this second beast will come across as very 
Christ-like; Speaking like a dragon means his words will the word of the devil. The addition 
of this third beast creates an unholy trinity where the Devil is akin to the Father, the Anti-
Christ is akin to the Son, and this second beast is akin to the Holy Spirit. 

2. 13:13 – This second beast will either have the power to perform miracles or have the ability 
to pretend he is performing miracles.  

3. 13:14 - As a result of seeing his miracles the world will be deceived in believing him and the 
Anti-Christ. His goal is for everyone to worship the Anti-Christ. 

4. 13:15 – Belief in statues speaking was common in the ancient world.  
5. 13:16-17 – The cultural origin of the mark may the branding of slaves or captured enemies 

in ancient times; New Christians in those times had the sign of the cross marked on their 
foreheads as a symbol of their allegiance to Christ. The mark in this case symbolized 
allegiance to the beast under the penalty of economic boycott if one did not subscribe to it.  

6. 13:17-18 – In ancient times Hebrew and Latin alphabets could serve as numbers, which has 
led to much speculation about the name of the beast.   

 
Study Questions: 
1. What modern technologies and systems, if expanded, could allow for everyone on earth to 

see the signs given 13:13, hear an image speak as described in 13:15, and buy or sell if they 
have the proper identification as in 13:17-18? 

2. How do you think people will react if someone of great supernatural abilities as described in 
Rev. 13 appeared today? 

3. What would faithful Christians have to do to survive during the time of the two beasts? 
4. The question, “Is it worth it to be a Christian?” will arise in those days. How would you 

answer that question? 
 
 
  



 

Aug. 6, 2020 
 
Read: Matt. 24:9-28 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 24:9-11 – Rev. 13 reveals that the Anti-Christ and his assistant will violently persecute 

Christians. Jesus’ prophecy explains that all of society will also hate Christians and fully 
support the Anti-Christ’s deadly persecution; The second beast of Rev. 13:11-18 will be the 
chief false prophet and be a major fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy. 

2. 24:12 – As the prevalence of evil and sin increases in people their ability to love decreases 
because self-centeredness is at the heart of sin. In contrast, the ability to love is directly 
proportion to the prominence of God’s image and activity in people because God is love.  

3. 24:13-14 – All is not hopeless for believers during the Great Tribulation. Believers will still 
zealously spread the Gospel; The completion of the worldwide spreading of the Gospel is 
the pre-requisite for the return of Christ. 

4. 24:15-21 – The abomination that causes desolation is the unholy desecration of the holy 
sanctuaries of the Jerusalem temple. It happened once in 167 B.C. when Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes rededicated the Jerusalem temple to the worship of Zeus by setting up a statue 
of Zeus in it and sacrificing a pig on its altar. It again happened in 70 A.D. when the Roman 
general Titus and his soldiers conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the temple.  Jesus may be 
referring to Titus or to a still-future abomination that causes desolation during the 
Tribulation period. The interpretation depends on whether v. 21 is understood to describe 
the time of the events in 24:15-20 or a time afterwards. 

5. 24:22 – The Great Tribulation will not only be a deadly period of persecution against 
believers, but it will also be deadly to the entire human race. God will mercifully intervene 
with Christ’s return to prevent all of humanity from being killed. 

6. 24:23-27 – Many false messiahs will arise claiming to be the second coming of Christ. 
Perhaps they will promise peace, safety, or eternal life to people. Jesus makes it clear that 
unlike the false messiahs, his return will be clearly visible and unmistakable to the whole 
world.  

7. 24:28 – The false messiahs arising during the Great Tribulation will be like vultures coming 
to feast on a carcass. They will take advantage of people’s desperation. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. Do you know of any false prophets or Christs (think of those who started cults)? What have 

been their messages? Why do you think people believe in them? 
2. How could those who identify themselves as believers be deceived by false prophets? What 

do you do or should do to guard yourself and those you know from being misled? 
3. What natural or man-made calamities could threaten humanity with extinction? 
4. What is in this passage that gives you hope? 
 



 

Aug. 7, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 14:1-13 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 14:1 – The lamb represents Christ, and Mount Zion is synonymous with Jerusalem in the 

Bible; The 144,000 have the name of the Father on their foreheads figuratively. It signified 
they belonged to him. They stand in stark contrast to the rest of humanity who have the 
mark of the beast on their foreheads or right hand. These may be the same 144,000 in Rev. 
7:4-8. However, the description of them as only men in 14:4-5 seems to differ with Rev. 7 
unless both only counted men. Alternatively, these 144,000 may symbolize all who 
remained faithful to Christ during the time of the Anti-Christ; That Christ was standing with 
them on Mount Zion symbolizes either they are actually or metaphorically with Christ. No 
matter how dire the circumstances, Christ is with his saints and they will triumph over evil. 

2. 14:2-3 – John hears vast heavenly music that accompanies the 144,000 exclusively singing a 
new song. New songs are always associated with God’s deliverance from harm. This part of 
the vision may be the follow-up to Rev. 7:4-8. 

3. 14:4 – “Not defile themselves with women” may mean that they remained celibate, or this 
is a reference to the pagan practice of sex with temple prostitutes, which the readers would 
have been familiar with. The Bible does not teach that women are a defiling influence. 

4. 14:5 – These 144,000 were also distinguished by their moral purity. 
5. 14:6-7 – Despite the outpouring of wrath, God is still urging all people to repent and 

worship God before it is too late. 
6.  14:8 – Ancient Babylon was the idolatrous center of political and economic power during its 

time. It is also the city from which its army conquered, oppressed, and sent into exile 
ancient Israel. The four schools of interpreting Revelation come to these diverse 
understanding of what Babylon represents: 

a. Preterist - Ancient Rome and the Roman Empire is the new Babylon. 
b. Historicist – All or specific political, economic, and religious institutions that are in 

opposition to God through which people have gained power and fortune. 
c. Futurist – The political and economic power system built up by the Anti-Christ. 
d. Idealist – The worldly pursuit of power, wealth, and pleasure that drives the activity 

and attention of godless humanity and is ultimately in opposition to God. 
7. 14:9-11 – Those who followed the Anti-Christ will face eternal torment. 
8. 14:13 – In contrast to the followers of the beast, those who were faithful to Christ even till 

death are about to receive their reward.  
 
Study Questions: 
1. What does this passage tell you about God? 
2. How would you rate your ability to withstand persecution and adversity? 
3. What are the worldly pressures and temptations that you must actively withstand? 



 

Author: Rev. Luke Chen 
 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR AUGUST 10 to 14, 2020 
 

Aug. 10, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 14:14-20 
Important Study Notes: 
1.  14:14 – Son of Man is a common biblical title for Christ; The Greek word here for crown 

refers to the victory wreath worn by the winner of a sporting competition.  The image 
symbolizes that Christ is the victor; The sickle is used for harvesting crops. 

2. 14:15-16 – From the context, this first harvest symbolizes Christ gathering his saints. 
3. 14:17-20 – In contrast to Christ’s harvest, the harvest of the second angel is a harvest of the 

unrighteous leading to their final judgment represented by the winepress of God’s wrath; It 
is not clear if a specific city is in mind, but executions such as Christ’s crucifixion were done 
outside of city walls; The blood flows to a distance of approximately 180 miles, which is 
around the length of the Holy Land from north to south. The blood flow should be taken 
figuratively to represent the severity of the coming judgment of the unrighteous. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. Do you think Christ is winning now? Why? 
2. In what ways is the world ripe for harvest now?  
3. How does the knowledge of the two harvests in this passage affect your life today? 
4. Pray for those you fear will be in the second harvest and not the first.  
 
 
  



 

Author: Rev. Luke Chen 
 

Aug. 11, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 15:1-8. 2 Chronicles 5:13-14 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 15:1 – The seven plagues are God’s final series of wrathful judgments on the unrighteous 

before Christ’s return. 
2. 15:2 – Overcame means they did not succumb to persecution by the Anti-Christ. See also 

Rev. 12:11. 
3. 15:3-4 – The song of Moses celebrated Israel’s deliverance from Pharaoh and Egypt; The 

song of the Lamb is new but in the same vein. 
4. 15:5 – Testimony refers to the tablets Moses brought down from Mt. Sinai. Historically, they 

were hidden from public view in the ark which was in the holy of holies, which only the high 
priest could enter on the Day of Atonement. 

5. 15:6 – The seven angels coming out of the temple may represent that the seven plagues 
originated from God’s holiness, since holiness was the earmark of the Jerusalem temple. 

6. 15:7 – That there are seven bowls of God’s wrath may symbolize the scope of His wrath on 
a sinful world. 

7. 15:8 – See 2 Chronicles 5:13-14 to more fully understand the significance of the temple 
being filled with smoke. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. Romans 1:18 says, “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 

godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness.” How 
do you see the wrath of God being revealed presently?  

2. Does it bother you to know that God has wrath? 
3. Should believers fear God? Why or why not? 
4. How does the holiness of God shape your relationship with him?  
 
 
  



 

Author: Rev. Luke Chen 
 

Aug. 12, 2020 
 
Read:  Rev. 16:1-11 
Important Study Notes: 
Note the similarities and differences between the plagues of the seven bowls and the seven 
trumpets of Rev. 8:6 to Rev. 11:19. 

# Trumpets Bowls 

1 A third of the earth was burned up. (A third 
of the trees. All the grass.) 

Ugly and painful sores on all who had the 
mark of the beast and worshipped his image. 

2 
A third of the sea turned to blood. A third of 
sea life was killed. A third of ships were 
destroyed. 

The sea turned to blood. ALL sea life dies. 

3 A third of rivers and springs turned bitter. ALL rivers and springs turn to blood. 

4 A third of the sun, moon, and stars were 
hidden. 

The sun scorches and burns people. 

5 A painful but not deadly plague on humanity. The kingdom of the Anti-Christ is thrown into 
darkness. 

1. 16:1 – That the command comes from the temple reveals its divine origin. See also 16:9. 
2. 16:2 – The first bowl specifically targets those who followed the Anti-Christ; As they had 

accepted the mark of the Anti-Christ, they now receive the mark of painful sores as 
punishment for their actions. The sores harken back to the sixth Egyptian plague. 

3. 16:3 – The blood of a dead person is dark versus bright red; Whereas only a third of the sea 
life was killed with the third trumpet, all sea life is killed with the third bowl. 

4. 16:4 – Whereas a third of the rivers and springs were affected by the third trumpet, it is 
implied that all rivers and springs turned to blood by the third bowl. 

5. 16:5-6 – The reason for turning the water to blood is given here. 
6. 16:7 - The punishments are just because they are tailored to the crimes. 
7. 16:8 – The effect of the fourth bowl is the opposite of the fourth trumpet.  
8. 16:9 - Fire is often connected with God’s judgment in Scripture. The people know the 

plagues are from God. However, instead of being humbled and repenting, they curse God. 
9. 16:10 – The darkness may be literal or figurative to mean chaos or decline. 
10. 16:11 – The sores from the first bowl persisted. Despite the terrible trials the people still did 

not stop all the wrong they were doing. 
 
Study Questions: 
1. Do you agree that God is justified in doing what is described in these verses? 
2. It is said twice that people will refuse to repent even though they recognize that God sent 

the plagues. Why do you think they will refuse? 
  



 

Author: Rev. Luke Chen 
 

Aug. 13, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 16:12-21; Isaiah 2:12-22 
Important Study Notes: 

# Trumpets Bowls 
6 A third of all humanity was killed. Evil spirits move world leaders to war. 

7 
Judgment day and God’s kingdom 
arrives. 

The worst earthquake ever, cities collapse, islands 
and mountains collapse, 100 lbs. hailstones.  Angel 
declares, “It is done.” 

1. 16:12 – Kings from the east likely means countries to the east of the Euphrates will muster 
their armies and invade to the west. They may have rebelled against the rule of the Anti-
Christ and are now locked in a worldwide battle for dominance. 

2. 16:13-14 – Three evil spirits from the unholy trinity of the dragon, the Anti-Christ, and the 
false prophet will rally the nations of the rest of the world presumably to meet the threat 
from the kings from the east. (See Daniel 11:44 to 12:1) 

3. 16:15 – This is an exhortation to the reader not to be caught by surprise. 
4. 16:16 – Armageddon is likely from Har Mageddon, which means the mountain of Megiddo. 

Megiddo was an ancient city fortress built on a small hill overlooking the Jezreel Valley (See 
the map below. Note the location of Nazareth on hills to the north of the Jezreel Valley). 
One interpretation of end-time prophecy is that the battle of Armageddon will be when the 
army of the Anti-Christ and his allies confront the army of the kings of the east in battle at 
Megiddo and other places. The war will ultimately engulf the entire world, and without 
Christ’s return and intervention no one would survive (Matt. 24:22).  



 

Author: Rev. Luke Chen 
 

5. 16:17 – “It is done” is reminiscent of Christ saying, “It is finished” on the cross. In his first 
coming Christ accomplished salvation for repentant sinners. In his return Christ will 
accomplish judgment on unrepentant sinners. 

6. 16:18 – Lightning, thunder, and earthquakes are all associated with God’s wrath. 
7. 16:19 – Great city is most likely a reference to Babylon. See notes on Rev. 17:1-18 about the 

identity of Babylon.  
 
Study Questions: 
1. How does 16:14 help to explain why national leaders lead their country to war instead of 

peaceful co-existence with other nations?  
2. What must you do to heed the words of 16:15? 
3. What does Isaiah 2:12-22 tell you about what God wants people to do once they learn 

about the impending disastrous judgment of God? 
4. In what ways do you trust in the power of other people or yourself instead of God? 
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REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR AUGUST 17 to 21, 2020 
 

Aug. 17, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 18:1-20, Isaiah 13:1-13 – The Fall of Babylon 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 18:1 – The description of this angel as having great authority and the involvement of angels 

throughout Revelation reveals that almighty God’s “leadership style” involves a lot of 
delegation and delegated authority. 

2. 18:2-3 – See the Aug. 14, 2020 notes on Rev. 17 about the identity of Babylon. 
3. 18:4-5 – The command to come out of Babylon could be literal or could figuratively mean 

not engaging in her sinful ways. 
4. 18:6-8 – These are tangible demonstrations of how God opposes the proud and gives favor 

to the humble. (James 4:6) 
5. 18:9-19 – Because of its great wealth and being the capitol of the Roman Empire, Rome was 

the focus of merchant and political activity. It relied greatly on shipping since it heavily 
imported from across the Mediterranean. The violent sacking and utter fall of Rome fits the 
prophecy here. However, the prophecy of Rev. 18:22-24 does not fit. 

6. Isaiah 13:1-4, 6 – These verses reveal that God, not geopolitical conflict, will be responsible 
for the fall of Babylon. 

7. Isaiah 13:5, 11-13 – These verses reveal that this prophecy is not just about historical 
Babylon. It is a pronouncement of future judgment on the whole world further supporting 
the interpretation that Babylon is symbolic of the whole fallen world system. 

 
Study Questions: 

1. In what ways are you living in a modern Babylon? 
2. Evaluate in what ways you have bought into Babylon’s ways and in what ways you have 

“come out of her.” Make a tangible and realistic decision to “move” more of yourself out of 
Babylon. 

3. How should the knowledge that Babylon’s ways provoke God’s wrath and destructive 
judgment affect your desires for worldly gain, pleasures, or comfort? 
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August 18 

Read: Rev. 18:21-19:10; Isaiah 62:5 - Celebrating the Fall of Babylon 

Important Study Notes: 
1. 18:21 – This mighty angel was mighty in physical strength. A millstone was used to grind 

grain and could weigh 100’s to 1000’s of pounds. A large millstone thrown into the sea 
would have created a large splash and waves. This imagery may have been used to say that 
the fall of Babylon will be spectacular and have large ripple effects. 

2. 18:24 – This last description supports the interpretation that Babylon was not a single entity 
but the evil worldwide system that foments opposition to God and social violence in people. 

3. 19:1-5 – In contrast to the mourning of the world at Babylon’s fall, those in heaven will be 
rejoicing and praising God. This highlights the very different worldview those who love the 
Lord have from those who do not. 

4. 19:2 – The cause for their rejoicing is that God has enacted his justice and repaid Babylon 
for all the evil and harm it did; Spiritual adultery in the Bible is having relationships with 
other “lovers” rather than loving and being faithful to God alone. 

5. 19:6-7 and Isaiah 62:5 – The love Christ has for his saints has been likened to the love of a 
groom to his bride (2 Cor. 11:2, Eph. 5:32). This metaphor is meant to convey the love, 
intimacy, and delight Christ has for his beloved church; In contrast to the prostitute 
Babylon, the righteous are portrayed as a bride. The bride’s preparation for the wedding 
symbolizes the saint’s anticipation and preparation to be pleasing to Christ; The wedding 
symbolizes the joining of the righteous saints with Christ in intimate oneness and love for 
each other, which is the future state of bliss for the saints; This union will be a source of joy 
for all of heaven. 

6. 19:8 – The bride’s wedding dress is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
7. 19:9 – Everyone who belongs to God’s kingdom from heaven and earth are invited. 
8. 19:10 – Angels are fellow servants of God and are not to be revered. 1 Cor. 6:3 teaches that 

the saints will judge them; The testimony, i.e., teaching, of Jesus are at the core of all 
prophecy.  

 
Study Questions: 

1. Would you weep or rejoice if you witnessed the collapse of the world’s economy and the 
destruction of the world’s great cities? Why or why not? 

2. According to Rev. 19:2 why must Babylon be so violently destroyed and dismantled?  
3. What adulteries is Babylon guilty of? 
4. The Ephesian church in Revelation was rebuked for forsaking their first love. How can 

Christians commit spiritual adultery? 
5. What does the imagery of being married to Christ symbolize to you? 
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August 19 

Read: Matt 24:29-31; 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11 - Christ’s Second Coming 

Important Study Notes: 

1. Matt. 24:29 – The distress refers back to 24:15-21, the violent and deadly end of the Great 
Tribulation. 

2. Matt. 24:30 – It is not clear what the sign of the Son of Man is, but Jesus will reappear in a 
way similar to the way he ascended (Acts 1:11). Believers will rejoice, but the world will 
mourn at Christ’s return; “Gathering from one end of the heavens to the other” is not literal 
but is figurative to say Christians from around the world will be gathered to be with the 
returning Christ. 

3. 1 Thess. 4:13 – “fall asleep” is a euphemism for dying. It is only the body that “sleeps” in 
death. The spirit of the believer is with Christ immediately after death and the spirit of the 
unbeliever is imprisoned awaiting judgment day.   

4. 1 Thess. 4:14 – The spirit of the dead in Christ will come with Christ in his return. 
5. 1 Thess. 4:15 - The teaching here is not recorded in the Gospel. It may have been direct 

revelation to the apostle Paul or part of an unwritten oral tradition.  
6. 1 Thess. 4:15-17 – The bodies of the dead in Christ will rise first when Christ returns. After 

that the believers who are alive at his return will be taken up into the air to be with Christ.  
7. 1 Thess. 5:2 – The day of the Lord in the Old Testament could refer to any of God’s day of 

judgment on the wicked. In the New Testament, it refers exclusively to Christ’s return. 
8. 1 Thess. 5:4 – Believers should not be caught by surprise when Christ returns. 
9. 1 Thess. 5:6 – Asleep here does not mean dead but being unaware of and unprepared for 

Christ’s impending return.  
10. 1 Thess. 5:10 – Awake and asleep mean alive and dead, respectively. 

Study Questions 

1. Think of your reaction to the death of someone you know who is a believer and someone 
who is not. How would your reactions be similar? How would they be different? What are 
the reasons for the similarities and differences? 

2. In what way does the 1 Thessalonians passage give you comfort? 
3. In light of the passage in 1 Thessalonians, should we be speaking of a deceased person in 

the past tense? 
4. If Christ returned today, would you be prepared? What will you do to be more prepared? 
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August 20 

Rev. 19:11-21 - The Rider and The White Horse 

Important Study Notes 

1. 19:11 – This is not the same white horse of Rev. 6:2. This rider’s wars are wars of justice. 
The context indicates that the rider is Christ returning as a warrior Messiah. 

2. 19:12 – Many crowns may symbolize the greatness of his authority to rule as king or that he 
has dominion over many realms. The secret name symbolizes that he is mysterious and not 
completely knowable.  

3. 19:13 – The blood may symbolize the blood he shed to atone for sin or the blood of his 
enemies; His name, Word of God, clearly identifies him as Christ in keeping with John 1:1 – 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

4. 19:14 – Keep in mind that this is a vision full of symbolic visuals. We should not conclude 
that there are actual heavenly armies on horseback led by Christ on also on a horse. It is 
best to understand it all to symbolize that Christ will lead the heavenly hosts to fight and 
end sinful rebellion in the world. 

5. 19:15 – A sharp sword from his mouth symbolizes that Christ has only to speak the 
command, and nations and people will fall; An iron scepter symbolizes his powerful rule; 
Treading the wine prese symbolizes the deadly fury Christ will unleash upon the nations. 

6. 19:16 – Christ had been mostly absent since Rev. 5. In his return to the narrative he is 
represented in a remarkably different way than the gentle lamb or “someone like a son of 
man” of earlier chapters. He is now the conquering warrior king of all kings and lords. 

7.  19:17-21 - Christ will lead the charge in the final battle that will utterly destroy the forces of 
the Anti-Christ, his false prophet, and the nations of the world; One interpretation of 19:19 
is that there will be an actual battle, known as Armageddon, pitting Christ’s heavenly armies 
against the anti-Christ’s human armies. A variation of that is that the earthquakes and 
massive burning hail stones of the seventh bowl of wrath will be the means of destruction. 
In both scenarios the human army and their supporters will all be killed. 

8. 19:20 - Sulfur burns at 392 degrees Fahrenheit with a blue flame and produces the smell of 
rotten eggs (See the sulfur fire below); The graphic description of the Anti-Christ and false 
prophet being thrown alive into the lake of burning sulfur speaks to the swiftness of God’s 
justice, sending them to hell without delay. 

Study Question:    

1. What does this passage reveal to you about Christ? 
2. How does knowing that Christ is someone you cannot 

fully know affect your relationship with him? 
3. What hopes and fears does this part of Revelation bring 

out in you? 
4. How does the promise of Christ completely defeating 

evil affect you today? 
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August 21 

Rev. 20:1-10; Isaiah 11:1-16 - The Millennial Kingdom and Armageddon 

Important Study Notes 
1. 20:1 – The Abyss differs from hell. Hell is a place of punishment and torment. The Abyss is 

the abode of Satan and his demons. Having the key symbolizes that God has control over 
the comings and goings of Satan and his demons from the Abyss. 

2. 20:2 - It is notable that the angel could single-handedly bind Satan with no problem; Binding 
Satan for a thousand years means that he is unable to deceive the world for a literal 1000 
years or metaphorical lengthy epoch of time. 

3. 20:3 - Throwing Satan into the Abyss is likened to putting him under house arrest since that 
is his abode. The world will be free of his deception, but he will be released from the Abyss 
after the one thousand years for a short time.  

4. 20:4-10 – See the chart below for a better understanding of the three major interpretations 
of the 1000-year reign of Christ, known as the millennial kingdom or simply as the 
millennium. GC2 Church and most evangelical scholars hold to the premillennial view. 

Amillennialism Postmillennialism Premillennialism 
The millennial kingdom is Christ’s 
current reign in all believers. “The 
kingdom of God is in the midst of 
you.” Satan is currently confined, but 
he will be unleashed during the Great 
Tribulation.  It will be followed by 
Christ’s return, the final judgment, 
and the new heaven and earth.  

The world will eventually be 
Christianized leading to an 
age of peace and prosperity 
which is the millennial 
kingdom. It will be followed 
by Christ’s return, the final 
judgment, and the new 
eternal state will happen. 

History will climax with Christ’s return 
and the first resurrection. Afterwards a 
worldwide kingdom of peace and 
righteousness ruled by Christ will be on 
the earth. This is the millennial 
kingdom. It will be followed by the 
second resurrection, the final judgment, 
and the new heaven and earth.  

5. 20:4 – Judge also means to rule in the Bible. Christians who were martyred during the Great 
Tribulation will be given the honor of ruling with Christ in the Millennium. 

6. 20:5 – This is one of the strongest evidences for a post-tribulation-rapture since this is called 
the first resurrection. See the chart below.  

Theory 

The Timing of 
the Rapture 

(1 Thess. 4:13-
18) 

Reconciling the 
Resurrection at the Rapture 
With the First Resurrection 

at the Beginning of the 
Millennium 

Who Are 
Resurrected at 
the Rapture? 

Will 
Unbelievers Be 

at the 
Millennium 

Start? 

Pre-
Tribulation 

Before the Great 
Tribulation 

The resurrection at the Rapture 
is not counted as a 

resurrection. 

The Dead in Christ 
and O.T. Saints No 

Mid-
Tribulation 

3.5 years into 
the Great 

Tribulation 

The resurrection at the Rapture 
is not counted as a 

resurrection. 

The Dead in Christ 
and O.T. Saints No 



 

Author: Rev. Luke Chen 
 

Post-
Tribulation 

At the End of the 
Great Tribulation 

The First Resurrection is part of 
the Rapture. 

All of the Above and 
Tribulation Martyrs 

Yes, they will be 
the only mortals. 

7. 20:5 - The second resurrection will be at the end of the Millennium. All unbelievers and 
those who died during the Millennium will then be resurrected to face judgment. 

8. 20:6 – The second death is hell. All those raised in the first resurrection are exempt from it. 
This includes all the believers from the Old Testament and New Testament eras also.  

9. 20:7 – Satan will be released at the end of the Millennium to deceive the world one more 
time.  

10. 20:8 - In the span of 1000 years or more there will be many generations of offspring who 
will no longer hold to the faith of the first generation. Satan will likely capitalize on their 
discontent over Christ’s one-person rule and control over the world and bristle at his moral 
codes; The uprising Satan will lead will involve vast numbers of people. 

11. 20:9 – Jerusalem is likely the city that God loves. The rebellious population will march 
toward it but be killed by fire from heaven. 

12. 20:10 – The devil will finally be thrown into hell, the same fate as the anti-Christ and the 
false prophet. 

Study Questions: 

1. Despite the confusion caused by differing interpretations what universal truths do you see 
from this passage? 

2. What do you think life will be like without Satan deceiving people? To what extent is that 
true of you already? 

3. The Bible describes the millennium as utopian, peaceful, and prosperous. Christ’s rule will 
be righteous and loving. Why do you think vast amounts of people will still rebel against 
him? 

4. You may wonder why God would release Satan again when it is so easy for God to keep him 
bound. There is no answer given. How does that affect your faith in Him? 
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REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR AUGUST 24 to 28, 2020 
 

Aug. 24, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 20:11-15; John 5:22-30 – Judgement Day 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 20:11 – The person on the throne is Christ (See John 5:22); The earth and sky fleeing likely 

symbolizes the terror an unholy creation will have when confronted by the utter holiness of 
Christ and his impending judgment; “No place to hide” conveys that there is no escape from 
judgment. 

2. 20:12 – This is the second resurrection spoken of in 20:5. This resurrection involves all 
unbelievers who died before Christ’s return and all who died during the Millennium. Pre-, 
mid-, and post-tribulation interpretations agree that all believers, living or dead, at the time 
of the Rapture would have already been given immortal spiritual bodies at that time. There 
is no mention of living mortals alive at the end of the Millennium leading to speculation that 
at that point all were unrighteous and killed in the final battle of 20:9; The book of life 
contains the name of all whom God had redeemed; The purpose of judging the deeds of the 
unbelievers may be to determine the level of punishment they shall receive in hell. Christ 
reveals in Matt. 11:22-24 that the punishment meted out on judgment day will vary 
according to a person’s sins. However, no level of good deeds will lead to eternal life. 

3. 20:13 – Hades is synonymous with grave. 
4. 20:14 – Death and the grave (Hades) are personified as being thrown into the lake of fire to 

symbolize that they will no longer torment humanity. 
5. John 5:23 – There is an implicit claim to equality with the Father in this verse. 
6. John 5:25 – There are two means to the word dead in this verse. The dead of the future 

who hear Christ’s voice are the physically dead believers. The current dead who hear and 
live are the spiritually dead. 

7. John 5:29 – In light of all that Christ and the New Testament teaches about salvation by 
grace through faith, “done what is good” can only mean repenting and believing in Christ as 
Savior and Lord.  

Study Questions 
1. Does the knowledge of an impending judgement day scare you? Why?  
2. Is your name in the book of life? How do you know? 
3. What is your reaction to John 5:24? 
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Aug. 25, 2020 
 
Read: 1 Cor. 15:35-58 – The Resurrection of the Believer 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 15:35-41 – To explain the difference between the mortal and the resurrection bodies the 

apostle Paul uses three analogies: 
• Plant seed germination – The believer’s mortal body is like a seed which must ”die” 

in the ground. The new plant is not like the seed it sprouts from, but its existence is 
directly linked to the seed. 

• Different animal species – All are flesh but different kinds of flesh. 
• Difference between celestial bodies – All are celestial bodies, but each has its own 

distinct splendor. 
2.  15:42-44 – These verses apply the analogy of the seed becoming a new plant to the natural 

and spiritual body; Spiritual body is not the same as spirit. It is still a physical body. 
3. 15:45-49 – The last Adam is Christ; “Life-giving spirit” refers to Christ’s deity. God is spirit. It 

does not mean that Christ did not come in the flesh or that he was not resurrected in the 
flesh, as Jehovah Witnesses claim; The point being made is that the descendants of the first 
Adam have his earthly mortal body. The descendants of the second Adam, Christ, will have 
his heavenly resurrection body.  

4. 15:50 – The spiritual body will not be of the same internal physiology as the natural body. 
5. 15:51-52 – Not all believers will experience death. However, all believers will be given new 

spiritual bodies instantly at the time of the Rapture described in 1 Thess. 4:13-18 
6. 15:56 – Sin is the sting of death because it causes condemnation to hell after death; The 

judgment of God’s law against all who sin gives sin its power to ruin lives for eternity. 
7. 15:57 – Believers are spared the power of sin because Christ atoned for the sins of 

believers. 
8. 15:58 – The practical application of all this is to not be afraid of persecution or death 

because death ushers believers to their spiritual body. Instead, be undeterred and 
undistracted in one’s faith and service to Christ. 

 
Study Questions 
1. What activities and behaviors did Christ do after his resurrection? Was he recognized? All of 

these are indications of what the believer’s spiritual body will be like. 
2. How can you be sure that you will have a spiritual body when Christ returns? 
3. What do you hope your future spiritual body will be able to do? 
4. Does the teaching of this passage alleviate any fears you have of death? How? 
5. Who are you looking forward to seeing in their spiritual bodies? 
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Aug. 26, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 21:1-21 – The New Jerusalem 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 21:1 – 2 Peter 3:10 says, “... The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be 

destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.” God will create 
a new heaven and a new earth in their places. We should not assume that they are even 
made of the same material as the present universe; The absence of any sea likely 
symbolizes that there will no longer be any barriers that separated people from each other. 

2. 21:2-4 – The earthly Jerusalem, in particular the temple, was where God manifested his 
supernatural presence, but he did not dwell there. On the new earth God will dwell with his 
people permanently; Wiping another’s person’s eye is a very personal and intimate act. This 
shows the depth of the intimacy believers will have with God on the new earth.   

3. 21:6 – Alpha and omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. 
4. 21:7 – God repeatedly emphasizes the need to overcome temptation and persecution in 

Revelation.  
5. 21:8 – The fiery lake of burning sulfur is hell, the place of eternal torment for the unsaved. 
6. 21:9-21 – Just as the bride imagery is symbolic, so should the imagery of the new Jerusalem 

be taken. Christ being wed to walls, streets, and buildings makes no sense. The new 
Jerusalem is best taken to represent God’s redeemed.  

• The imagery of a bride conveys how beloved God’s redeemed are to Christ. 
• Because of how significant Jerusalem was to Jewish believer, identifying the new city 

as Jerusalem would have elicited great joy among Jewish believers. 
• The use of precious stones and metals all over the new Jerusalem conveys how 

valuable and precious the redeemed are to God.  
• The naming of the gates after the twelve tribes of Israel and the naming of the 

foundation after the apostles represent the unification of the redeemed from Israel 
and the Church into one community.  There is no need for gates and walls in 
eternity, but the vision uses imagery familiar to the first century Christians. 

• The shear size of the new Jerusalem is significant. 12,000 stadia is approximately 
1,400 miles. That many miles in depth, width, and height would equal 2.744 billion 
cubic miles. This conveys the massive number of the redeemed who will dwell with 
God in glory. 

• The number 12 factors into the dimension of the city and the city wall.  
7. 21:10 – Being carried in the spirit means that he was not physically carried to a mountain 

but given a vision by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Study Question:  

1. How should knowing that everything on earth that you behold will be destroyed affect you? 
2. What do you look forward to the most when you are in eternity with Christ?  
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Aug. 27, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 21:22 – 22:7 – The New Jerusalem and the River of Life 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 21:22 – The ancient Jerusalem temple was the only place in the world designated by God to 

manifest his presence. In the new earth his manifest presence is everywhere and the 
redeemed can meet him anytime and anywhere.   

2. 21:22-23 – The city will be illuminated by the glory of God and the Lamb because God 
dwells there with his people constantly. 

3. 21:24 – This harkens to the ancient practice of subservient kings bringing their tributes to 
the more powerful emperor. There would be no separate countries and kingdoms on the 
new earth, so this should be taken symbolically.   

4. 21:25 – In ancient times city gates were closed each night to preclude the possibility of a 
surprise attack or criminals escaping the city. 

5. 21:26 – Only the redeemed will reside in the new Jerusalem. 
6. 22:1 – The imagery is similar to the imagery of living water Jesus spoke of in John 4. The 

water of life is eternal life and it flows from God, Himself.  
7. 22:2 – The great street may mean the central street of the city. The Romans built their cities 

along a broad avenue called the cardo which served as the main artery of the city; The tree 
of life was in the garden of Eden. Eating from it would give man eternal life. Adam and Eve 
were barred from eating it and were expelled from the garden. In the new Jerusalem it will 
be central and accessible to all in the residents and bountiful. This is all to represent that 
the inhabitants of the city will enjoy eternal life which will be readily accessible and 
abundantly available; Nations may also mean Gentiles or peoples. The redeemed will be 
healed from the wounds they suffered in their mortal life. 

8. 22:3 – The curse is death as a result of sin. 
9. 22:4 – The face of God had been hidden till now. God’s name on their forehead means they 

belong to him. 
10. 22:5 – The redeemed will have an essential role to play in the leadership of God’s kingdom. 

Rev. 3:21 promise the ability to sit on Christ’s throne with him and rule over his kingdom 
with him. One specific role they will take will be judging or ruling over the angels (1 Cor. 
6:3). 

11.  22:6 – We can be certain that what was revealed in Revelation is true and will happen 
without a doubt. They must happen because God prescribed them to happen. 

12. 22:7 – Soon is relative. To the Lord 1000 years is like a day (2 Peter 3:8). 
 
Study Questions: 
1. What impresses you the most about the new Jerusalem? 
2. What is the significance of being able to see God’s face? 
3. What does it mean to you that you belong to God? 
4. How can you prepare today for the leadership role you will have in eternity? 
5. What does this passage reveal to you about God? 
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Aug. 28, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 22:8–21 – Christ’s Final Message 
Important Study Notes: 
6. 20:10 – The content of the vision should be broadly made known. There is a sense of 

urgency; Time is near means both that Christ’s return is soon and imminent (can happen at 
any time). 

7. 22:11 – This is not so much a command or a fatalistic prescription. It is a statement of fact. 
Those who are sinful in heart will continue to sin and not wish to change. Yet the 
opportunity to repent is always available (22:17). Those who are pure in heart will continue 
to do what is right regardless of temptation or pressure.  

8. 22:12 - Each person will bear the consequences of their decisions and behavior. 
9. 22:14-15 – Their robes were washed in the blood of the Lamb that removed all 

unrighteousness from them; The imagery of a city and people entering it should not be 
taken literally. There is no need for a city wall in the new Jerusalem. The point is that 
unredeemed sinners will not be able to enjoy the blessings of eternal life with Christ and all 
the privileges that come with it. 

10. 22:16 – This is the first and only time Christ identifies himself as Jesus in Revelation; Root 
and offspring of David attest to his Messianic lineage. 

11. 22:17 – “Come” is addressed to the unbeliever. The Spirit and the Church makes it clear that 
the door to eternal life is not closed to anyone. They urge the unredeemed to desire and 
take the free gift of eternal life.   

Study Question 

1. How does this passage make you feel? 
2. Do you live in anticipation of Christ’s return?  
3. Are you prepared if the Rapture happened or God ends your life suddenly?  
4. What are the main things about God and humanity that you learned from Revelation? 
5. How has your attitude toward God changed because of studying Revelation? 


