
 

 

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION 
(Revelation 1,2,3) 

 

July 6, 2020 

Read: “The Historical Background of Revelation” found on the gc2church.org website.  

Read:  Revelation, 1:1-8, Acts 1:9-11, Matthew 24:30-31, and Isaiah 44:6 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 1:1-2 - Revelation is a first-hand account. 
2. 1:4 – The book is addressed to the seven churches of Asia. Asia was a Roman province in what is 

now the western region of modern Turkey. The sequence of the letters in chapters 2 and 3 form 
a counterclockwise pattern on a map of the seven cities. Patmos, where John was, is an island 
southwest of Ephesus. 

 
 

3. 1:4 – Seven represents completion in the Bible. “Seven-fold spirit” likely refers to the Holy Spirit 
and completes the trinitarian origin of the greeting: Father, the Spirit, and Jesus Christ. 

4. 1:7 – Those who pierced Christ were dead by this time. So this tells us that even the dead will 
witness Christ’s return. 

Study Questions: 

1. According to 1:2 what is the outcome of those who take to heart, keep, or obey what is written 
in Revelation? 

2. How are you and all believers blessed by Christ according to 1:5-6? 
3. What is the reaction to those who will witness Christ’s return? Why do you think so? 
4. How do you think you will react when you witnessed Christ’s return? 
5. Journal your response to this passage:  

  



 

 

July 7, 2020 

Read: Rev 1:9-20, Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Hebrews 4:12  

Important Study Notes: 

1. 1:10 – Lord’s Day is Sunday and refers to the day Christ rose from the dead. 
2. 1:10 – In the Spirit is a state of spiritual exaltation. This was a vision, not a dream. 
3. 1:13 – Christ was dressed in the garb of a high priest. 

Study Questions: 

1. How do the similarities in the vision in Dan. 7:9-10 help you better understand who the son of man 
is? 

2. What is the significance of the similarity between the son of man being the “First and Last” and God 
being the “Alpha and Omega” in 1:8? 

3. What do the stars and lampstands represent according to v. 20? 
4. Journal what the image of Christ in and his words in this passage tell you about Christ. 

 

 

 

 

July 8, 2020 

Read: Rev. 2:1-7 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 2:1– Ephesus was a very important port city and said to be only second to Rome in significance. It 
was all the home of the temple of the Greek goddess Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world. The apostle Paul preached the gospel and performed many miracles here in Acts 19. 

2. 2:6 - Nicolaitans - According to the writings of the Early Church leaders, Nicolas was one of the 
deacons who was chosen in Acts 6:5. This, however, is not confirmed. They wrote he taught a 
doctrine of compromise, implying that it was not essential for the total separation between 
Christianity and the practice of paganism. 

Study Questions: 

1. What were the strengths of the Ephesian church? 
2. What was its failure(s)? 
3. What was it told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise to it? 
5. How can a church be morally and spiritually pure but lacking love?   
6. Journal what Christ’s personal warning or exhortation to you is in this letter. 

   



 

 

July 9, 2020 

Read: Rev. 2:8-17 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 2:8– Smyrna as a city was highly supportive of emperor worship. Christians in this city were not rich 
and were being afflicted by the Jews. 

2. 2:12 - Pergamum means citadel. It was the capital of ancient Asia. It was both the seat of 
government and the official center of emperor worship.  

3. 2:14 – Balaam taught the Midianite women how to lead the Israelites astray (Numbers 31:16) 

Study Questions: 

1. What were the strengths of the Smyrna and Pergamum churches? 
2. What were their failures? 
3. What were they told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise to them? 
5. Journal what Christ’s personal warning or exhortation to you is in these two letters. 

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2020 

Read: Rev. 2:18-29 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 2:18 - Thyatira was known for its trade guilds. Lydia in Acts 16:14 was from Thyatira. 
2. 2:20 – Jezebel was the wife of King Ahab and a fierce opponent of the prophet Elijah. Her name is 

used figuratively here. 

Study Questions: 

1. What were the strengths of the Thyatira church? 
2. What was its failure(s)? 
3. What was it told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise to it? 
5. Journal what Christ’s personal warning or exhortation to you is in this letter. 

 

 

 


