
 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR JULY 27-31 
 

July 27, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 9:13-21, Joel 2:12-17 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 9:13 – The horns of the altar were on the four corners of the temple altar. Those fleeing 

judgment could seek mercy by holding on to the horns of the altar. That there is a voice 
emanating from the horns that calls for the next deadly plague to occur may either mean 
the time of mercy has ended or that even the trial is an act of mercy to try to bring people 
to repentance and salvation. 9:20-21 seems to support this second interpretation. 

2. 9:14 – Angels can also mean “messengers” in the ancient Greek. These angels were bound 
most likely because they were “fallen” angels who had aligned themselves with Satan rather 
than righteous angels; The number four may represent the four compass directions 
meaning this next plague is worldwide or all encompassing;  The Euphrates river is in 
modern Iraq. It is in the region from where invaders such as the Assyrians and Babylonians 
have historically come from to attack Israel. This may be the memory that the vision is 
conveying rather than naming an actual geographic location of the four angels. 

3. 9:15 – God is very precise in his plans and the execution of them. 
4. 9:16 – Large numbers in the Bible are generally meant to convey a massive host rather than 

the actual count. 200 million would far exceed the population known at that time. 
5. 9:17 – The troops were mounted calvary to symbolize that they will attack swiftly, broadly, 

and be terrifying; Lions were symbols of great power; Some have tried to interpret this 
vision to describe modern military equipment, but this would be a far stretch. 

6. 9:18 - The plagues of fire, smoke, and sulfur that kills a third of humanity is similar to the 
plagues of the first four trumpets that destroyed a third of the earth.   

7. 9:20-21 – All the afflictions in the Bible that God put upon Israel for their sins were through 
natural and human instruments. It is likely that this is the case for the worldwide afflictions 
described in Revelation. Therefore, humanity will likely explain away these plagues as the 
result of natural disasters such as a massive meteor strike or volcanic eruptions or human 
warfare, rather than signs from God. Only those enlightened by the Holy Spirit and Scripture 
will understand that God brought them on to push humanity to repentance. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. Rev. 9:14-15 reveals that God is restraining a disastrous and deadly plague until its 

appointed time. Why do you think He is doing that? Why is He revealing it in this vision?  
2. According to Joel 2:12-17, what does God want people to do in light of suffering and trials? 
3. Do you respond in the way Joel 2:12-17 describes when you have trials?  



 

July 28, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 10:1-11 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 10:1-11 – This serves as the second interlude. The first interlude is in chapter 7. 
2. 10:1 – The appearance of the mighty angel elicits several Old Testament imageries related 

to God’s grace and mercy: rainbow – a sign that God will never destroy the world with a 
flood; cloud and fiery pillar – God led the Israelites through the wilderness by the day in a 
pillar of clouds and night by a pillar of fire. 

3. 10:2 - Putting one foot in the sea and one on land signifies what is coming has to do with 
the destiny of the whole world; The small size of the scroll symbolizes that there is not 
much else to be said or done. The final orders are brief and to the point. 

4. 10:3 – Thunder is associated with God’s rebuke in the Bible. Seven signifies completeness. 
5. 10:4 – The content of the little scroll and the words of the seven thunders are hidden for 

now, but they will be revealed at the appropriate time. 
6. 10:5-7 – The mighty angel makes a solemn promise or oath that there is no further delay to 

the completion of God’s plan of salvation. All related prophecy will be fulfilled. 
7. 10:9-10 – The sweet and sour flavors of the little scroll represent the pleasantness of God’s 

righteous justice and plan prevailing, but it will require great pain and suffering for the 
world and the unbeliever.   

 
Study Questions: 
1. What is God’s message of mercy in this chapter? 
2. What is God’s message of judgment in this chapter? 
3. Whose salvation do you need to pray for before time runs out for them? 
  



 

July 29, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 11:1-14, Luke 21:24 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 11:1 – At the time of John receiving the vision of Revelation the second temple in Jerusalem 

was already completely destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. The temple of God here is either 
symbolic or a vision of a future rebuilt third temple.  

2. 11:2 - The act of measuring symbolizes the marking off of what will not be desecrated. The 
marked off area likely represents the faithful believers who God will protect and who will 
not capitulate to persecution during the Great Tribulation;  Gentiles refer to the unbelieving 
world antagonistic to Christ and not to non-Jews in general; 42 months is 3.5 years, the 
length of time the Anti-Christ will reign with impunity. 

3. 11:3 – Based on their description, the two witnesses most likely are actual individuals versus 
being symbolic of testifying believers; 1260 days is equivalent to 3.5 years - the same as 42 
months; The two witnesses will proclaim God’s truth to the world (most likely a call to 
repentance) and demonstrate the truthfulness of their message with miraculous signs and 
powers. 

4. 11:7 – The beast from the Abyss may refer to the devil or the Anti-Christ. A common 
interpretation is that when the two witnesses’ mission is accomplished the Anti-Christ will 
be able to kill them. Their ministry will, therefore, either be before or overlap with the reign 
of the Anti-Christ. 

5. 11:8 – Based on the most literal reading, the identity of the great city is Jerusalem. Sodom 
symbolized great immorality. Egypt was a place of captivity and enslavement. If Jerusalem is 
the great city, this is an indication of the depravity that the Holy City will fall into during the 
Great Tribulation. Though shocking, it is not unprecedented given the Old Testament 
record. 

6. 11:9 – Leaving a body unburied was a flagrant sign of derision and scorn upon the victim. 
7. 11:13 – There also was an earthquake when Christ was crucified. 
 
Study Questions: 
1. At the time Jerusalem had been sacked, destroyed, and fully occupied by the Romans. Most 

Jews had been exiled from the area. How might the vision of the temple and the two 
witnesses have been received by John’s contemporaries? 

2. What is your reaction to the two witnesses being killed by an agent of evil despite being 
anointed and empowered by God? 

3. What from this passage gives you hope? And how will you apply that hope?  
  



 

July 30, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 11:15-19, Psalm 2:1-12 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 11:15-19 – The seventh trumpet heralds the completion of God’s redemptive plan. Little 

details are given at this point. The rest of Revelation brings out details of what happens 
within this final trumpet. This is similar to Genesis 1:26-29 giving an overview of the 
creation of humanity, and then Genesis 2 giving greater details. 

2. 11:15 - In one brief statement it is announced that God’s kingdom has prevailed, and His 
rule has been established on earth. 

3. 11:17 – “Who is to come” is omitted because what was in the future has come to pass; 
“begun to reign” means God at this point is no longer allowing the power of evil to co-exist 
with his. It does not mean God is not reigning and sovereign now.  

4. 11:18 – The meaning of “destroy the earth” range from environmental destruction to social 
destruction. Man’s sin is responsible for the corruption of all of creation (Romans 8:20-21). 

5.  11:19 – There is much biblical evidence that there is an actual heavenly temple; The ark of 
the covenant had been long lost since the time of the Babylonian destruction of the temple 
nearly 700 years earlier. The sight of it in the temple harkens back to the days of Solomon 
and likely symbolizes God has been faithful in keeping his covenant with his people; 
Lightning, thunder, earthquakes, and hailstorms are symbolic of God’s awesome presence.  

 
Study Questions: 
1. What are the two outcomes of God’s judgment of the dead? 
2. What would seeing the ark in the heavenly temple mean to a Jewish person at that time?  
3. How do Rev. 11:15-18 and Psalm 2 address any of your current frustrations with atheistic or 

anti-Christian governments and politicians around the world? 
  



 

July 31, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 12:1-17, Luke 10:17-18 
 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 12:1-17 – Up to this point the focus has been on how God is carrying out his plan for justice 

and redemption. Chapter 12 peels back the curtain on the spiritual warfare that is behind it 
all and Satan’s efforts to thwart God.  

2. 12:1 – The woman represents Israel (Some say believing Israel). The twelve stars represent 
the tribes of Israel. 

3. 12:3 – The dragon represents Satan (See Rev. 12:9). Heads and crowns symbolize authority 
to rule. Horns symbolize power.  7 and 10 symbolize magnitude or completeness.   

4. 12:4 – The dragon’s tail sweeping a third of the stars out of the sky and flinging them to the 
earth likely symbolizes Satan taking a significant portion of the angels with him when he 
rebelled (Rev. 12:9). Rebellious angels are the demons of the Bible. 

5. 12:4-5 – This vision retells with symbols the birth of Christ out of the lineage of David and 
Satan trying to “devour” Christ through King Herod, the Romans, everyone who opposed 
him, and his crucifixion. However, Christ rose from the dead and ascended to God’s throne 
with the Father, and Satan was defeated. 

6. 12:6 – The desert or wilderness in the Bible is a place of refuge and communion with God; 
1,260 days is equivalent to 3.5 years. A common interpretation of this verse is that God will 
protect Israel during the cataclysmic final 3.5 years of the Great Tribulation. 

7.  12:7-9 – The book of Job shows that Satan had access to the throne of God. The Bible gives 
no explanation why God would allow His enemy such access.  However, these verses explain 
that at some point that access is ended and a battle among angels ensues. Satan and his 
angel-followers lose and are banished to the earth. 

8. 12:12-17 – After he is cast out of heaven there will be a short, intense period when an 
enraged Satan will try to inflict as much harm on Israel and believers. God, however, will 
protect Israel from his attacks. 

9. 12:14 – “Time, times, and half a time” appears first in Daniel 7:25 in reference to the 
blasphemous king of the final worldwide kingdom.  “Times” in Hebrew is a dual form (as 
opposed to singular or plural form) of the Hebrew word for a period of time. Dual forms can 
mean twice the amount. So “time, times, and a half” can mean “1+2+.5”, which equals 3.5.  
This verse, therefore, has been interpreted to mean that God will protect Israel from the 
attacks of Satan and the Anti-Christ during the final 3.5 years of the Great Tribulation. 

10. 12:15 – The imagery is that of a raging desert flash flood which in nature can be very 
destructive. 

11. 12:16 – The scene is not literal but symbolic of Satan’s attack and God’s protection. 
12. 12:17 – Romans 9:8 explains that all believers are the spiritual children of Abraham. 

Thwarted by God, Satan will turn his vicious attention against Christ-followers during the 
Great Tribulation. 

 



 

Study Questions: 
1. What does the depiction of Satan in 12:3 tell you about his power and abilities? 
2. How will God protect Israel? 
3. What does 12:10 tell you about what Satan currently does to attack believers? 
4. What does knowing that despite his great power Satan is no match for God do for you? 
5. According to 12:11, what does it take for you to personally overcome Satan’s power? 
6. How can you be more aware of the spiritual warfare that is constantly happening in the 

unseen realms and its effects? 


