
 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR JULY 20-24 
 

July 20, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 6:9-17, Isaiah 2:19-22, Matt. 24:29-30, Joel 2:30-31 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 6:9 – Under the altar is where the blood of sacrificed animals was poured in the Old 

Testament Temple worship ritual. A reference to this would be a striking visual image for 
John and his Jewish readers. 

2. 6:10 –The original Greek literally asks, “How long… will you not judge?” indicating that God 
is holding back his judgment at this time. Avenge in the original Greek had the meaning of 
doing a person justice and not about enacting a personal vendetta. 

3. 6:11 – A white robe was a symbol of purity and blessing. God in his sovereign plan has a set 
number of the righteous who will be martyred for their faith. 

4. 6:12 – In the Old Testament earthquakes are a sign of divine visitation and the moon 
turning red is a sign that judgment day, the Day of the Lord, is imminent. In nature the solar 
eclipses, lunar eclipses, and high amounts of pollutant such as smoke or volcanic debris in 
the air can cause these signs.  

5. 6:13 – In Matt. 24:29 Jesus explained that the stars falling from the sky is a sign that will 
follow immediately after the Great Tribulation period. 

6. 6:14 – These are signs associated with God’s judgment and visitation in the Old Testament. 
See Isaiah 34:2-4; 40:4-5. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. How does Rev. 6:9-11 give you a better understanding of why it seems God is not doing 

enough to prevent evil and the persecution of Christians? 
 
2. What may be God’s reason for predetermining how many Christian must be martyred 

before Christ’s return? See Rev. 20:4. 
 
3. Eclipses and earthquakes are fairly common and can be explained by science. Given this, 

how can you avoid being complacent when experiencing the signs in Rev. 6:12? 
 
4. Instead of fleeing and hiding, what should the people of the earth do in light of God’s 

coming wrath? 
 
5. How do you feel and what must you do knowing that even though today’s pandemic is very 

difficult, even more terrible things must happen before Christ returns?  
  



 

July 21, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 7:1-8, 14:1-5 
Important Study Notes: 
1. Rev. 7 is an interlude between the sixth and seventh seal and its message is the protection 

of God’s faithful from the coming wrath. 
2. 7:1 – Wind represents the coming worldwide calamities associated with Christ’s return that 

is currently being restrained. 
3. 7:2-3 – Seals in ancient times were personalized and used like signatures today. A common 

use for them was to imprint wax seals on scrolls. Some take the seal on the foreheads to be 
literal, but most likely it symbolizes that those with the seal belonged to the Lord. He will 
protect them from the coming wrath directed towards the unrepentant.  

4. 7:4-8 – Scholarly interpretations of this list range from actual tribes of Israel who are 
believers, Jewish believers in general, or a select group of faithful believers living through 
the Great Tribulation See Rev. 14:1-5.  The number 12 is a symbol of God’s good and perfect 
kingdom of his chosen. 12,000 may simply symbolize “many” and not an exact amount. 12 x 
12,000 may symbolize a complete and perfect number of faithful servants. The tribe of Dan 
is not included in this list.   

 
Study Questions: 
1. Though many modern calamities have been awful, what does 7:1 tell you about how much 

worse it will get? 
 

2. What does this passage tell you about the mercies of God? 
 

3. If the 144,000 are faithful Jewish believers protected from the Great Tribulation, what does 
this tell you about God’s faithfulness to his covenant with Abraham and the Jewish people?  

 
4. What is your response to God after studying about the 144,000? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

July 22, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 7:9-17 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 7:9 – The great multitude was composed of people from all over the world. White robes 

represent purity from sin. Holding palm branches was a customary sign of celebrative 
worship and adulation as when people held and laid palm branches in the path of Jesus as 
he rode a donkey into Jerusalem. 

2. 7:10 – “Salvation belongs to our God” means it comes from God, not by human effort. 
3. 7:14 – “great tribulation” is the period of final world calamities and unrest immediately 

before Christ’s return. This verse is one of the strongest biblical evidence that God will 
miraculously remove believers alive at the time out of the Tribulation and bring them to be 
with Him. This is referred to as the Rapture, and this verse fits the mid-tribulation theory of 
the Rapture. 

4. 7:15 – Many scholars interpret Scripture to teach that there is a heavenly temple and the 
temples in Jerusalem were earthly representations of it. 

5. 7:16 – This promise would elicit great joy to people who lived in the heat and dryness of 
most of the Middle East all their lives. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. List all the ways God will bless all those He has saved. 

 
2. According to 7:15 what will believers be doing in glory? 

 
3. How does this passage make you feel? 

 
4. How does the knowledge of your future glory as a believer influence your life today? 

 
  



 

July 23, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 8:1-13 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 8:1  – The silence may be for dramatic purposes or to signal an opportunity for repentance 

before the next judgment is enacted. 
2. 8:2 – The breaking of the seventh seal leads to the sounding of seven trumpet blasts. 

Trumpets in the Old Testament served to announce important events. 
3. 8:3-4 – Censors were handheld firepans holding burning incense. The smoke of the burning 

incense represented the prayers of the saints rising to the Lord.  
4. 8:5 - In light of the persecution Christians were undergoing at the time, the imagery of using 

the same censor may represent that God is responding directly to their urgent prayers for 
relief by enacting judgment on the earth. 

5. 8:7-13 – These verses describe calamities that will occur in the Tribulation period rather 
than being symbolic. The disasters of the first four trumpets may be God striking the earth 
with four separate calamities during the Tribulation or describing four outcomes of one 
disastrous calamity. Some speculate the first four trumpets describe one or more major 
meteorites hitting the earth. 

 
Study Question: 
1. Write down your thoughts, questions, and feelings about what you read in this passage. 

 
2. What does this passage tell you about the consequences of sin and the urgency of 

spreading the Gospel? 
 

3. How can you be more thankful for the salvation you have as a believer considering the 
Tribulation judgments that believers will be spared? 

  



 

July 24, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 9:1-12, Joel 1:2-2:11 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 9:1 – The star in this verse is symbolic of an agent of God as opposed to a cosmic object in 

chapter 8.  Abyss means very deep or bottomless. It is the abode of demons. Its description 
as being below ground in the earth is metaphorical and not literal. 

2. 9:2-6 – Locust swarms were symbols of the impending day of God’s judgment. That these 
locusts come from the spiritual realm of the Abyss shows that these locusts were not 
natural insects. They are symbolic of a painful, but non-lethal, demonic affliction put on the 
unrepentant for five months. Five months is the general lifespan of locusts from spring to 
late summer. This may also be an indication of the time of the year this judgment will 
happen. 

3. 9:7-10 – The appearance of the locust is likened to a military army of ancient times and is 
symbolic. 

4. 9:11 – Apollyon means “destroyer.” 
 
Study Question:  
1. If you are disturbed by what is described so far, explain what disturbs you. 
 
2. Why do you think the locusts were prevented from killing people? 
 
3. What does this passage tell you about how God uses evil powers to accomplish his will? 

 
4. Is your faith and understanding of God being challenged by what you are reading? 

 
5. What will you do to better understand or accept what God has revealed about the 

Tribulation period in Revelation?  


