
 

 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR JULY 13-17 
 

July 13, 2020 

Read: Rev. 3:1-6 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 3:1 – Sardis was the capital of Lydia. It was a famous and wealthy city rebuilt after a disastrous 
earthquake in 17 A.D.   

2. 3:3 – “Come like a thief” does not necessarily refer to the second coming. More likely, it means 
Christ’s judgment will come upon the church without warning.  

3. 3:4 – White represents the dress of the redeemed who are cleansed from unrighteousness. 

Study Questions: 

1. What did Christ commend the Sardis church for? 
2. What did he criticize them for? 
3. What were they told to do? 
4. What did Christ warn and promise them? 
5. The church in Sardis had a reputation for being alive while being dead. How might this have 

happened?  
6. What is Christ’s message to you through this letter, and how will you respond to it? 

 
 
 
 

July 14, 2020 

Read: Rev. 3:7-22 

Important Study Notes About the Philadelphia Church: 

1. 3:7 – Philadelphia was founded in 189 B.C. by King Eumenes II of Pergamon who named it in honor 
of his loyal brother, Attalus II; “key of David” – The Messiah is the descendant of King David. Keys 
represent absolute authority to allow or not allow entry into the Messiah’s kingdom. 

2. 3:9 – “synagogue of Satan” metaphorically refers to hostile, unbelieving Jews in the city. 
3. 3:10 – “keep you from” – the same Greek phrasing is used in John 17:15 and translated as protect.  
4. 3:11 – “soon” is from the perspective of God’s time scale. 
5. 3:12 – a pillar is an essential structural element of a building; writing one’s name on a person 

denotes ownership; “my God” signifies Christ’s submission to the Father and not that he is lesser.  

Study Questions Regarding the Philadelphia Church: 

1. Did Christ have any criticism of the church? 
2. What did Christ commend about the church? 
3. What did Christ promise them? 



 

 

Important Study Notes About the Laodicea Church: 

1. 3:14 – Laodicea was the wealthiest city in Phrygia in Roman times, but it lacked an adequate water 
supply making it vulnerable; “Amen” means truth. 

2. 3:18 – Christ takes aim at the three items which the city took pride in: financial wealth, its textile 
industry, and a famous eye salve. 

3. 3:20 – This verse is commonly taken to mean Christ knocking on the door of the unbeliever’s heart. 
However, the actual context is church members. 

Study Questions About the Laodicea Church: 

1. Did Christ commend anything about the Laodicea church? 
2. What was the Laodicea church’s problem? 
3. How did the Laodicean Christians deceive themselves? 
4. How is it possible for Christ to be “locked out” of his own church? 

What is Christ’s message to you through both of these letters, and how will you respond to it? 

 

 

July 15, 2020 

Read: Rev. 4:1-11, Isaiah 6:1-4 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 4:2-3 – John struggles to describe an out-of-the-world scene with things he was familiar with: Jasper 
- a stone that can come in a variety of colors; Cornelian is a brownish-red semi-precious stone, 
Emerald – a green gem. However, none of these can fully describe what he saw. 

2. 4:4 – The number 24 may refer to the total of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles. 
3. 4:5 – The number 7 represents completeness in the Bible and is better understood to mean “the 

sevenfold Spirit”. 
4. 4:6- No explanation is given for what the four creatures are or the meaning of their appearance.  

Interpretations from representing the animal kingdom minus fish and reptiles to the character of 
Christ have been offered.   Being covered with eyes likely represents they are all-seeing.  The sea of 
glass represents the unapproachable holiness of God. 

Study Questions: 

1. What does the imagery of the central throne surrounded by 24 thrones convey to you? 
2. What did the creatures and elders say about God? 
3. The creatures and elders never stopped worshipping God. The elders fell down from their thrones, 

took off their crowns, and laid them down before God’s throne. What do their actions and words tell 
you about how to worship God? 

4. Is worship on the forefront of your mind normally? How can you make worship a more significant 
part of your life? 

  



 

 

July 16, 2020 

Read: Rev. 5:1-14 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 5:1  – The imagery of a scroll with seals conveys there is a message from someone in a high position 
to a specific person, and only the intended recipient could open it.  Scrolls usually are written only 
on one side and only have one seal. Having writing on both sides may convey the weightiness of 
what is written in it, and the seven seals may represent its very sacred nature.  

2. 5:3, 13 – “In heaven, on earth, and under the earth” was a way of saying the totality of creation. 
3. 5:6 – horns were an ancient symbol of power. 7 represents completeness in the Bible. 
4. 5:9 – In the Old Testament acts of God’s deliverance or blessing prompted the singing of a new song. 

Study Questions: 

1. The lamb represents the risen Christ.  Which descriptions in this chapter represent His divine 
nature? Which descriptions convey his nature as the redeemer of sinful humanity? 

2. What is the significance of the Lamb standing on the throne and not afar from it? 
3. What was said about what Christ has done for sinners? 
4. How should you worship Christ in light of this chapter? 

 

July 17, 2020 

Read: Rev. 6:1-8, Matt. 24:6-8 

Important Study Notes: 

1. 6:1 – The seven seals are the first of a three seven-numbered series of judgments: seven seals, 
seven trumpets, and seven bowls. Considering Jesus’ prophecy in Matt. 24:6-8, the seven seals 
represent God’s judgment on the world before the Great Tribulation. 

2. 6:2 – The imagery of the four horsemen comes from Zech. 1:8-11; 6:1-3. However, their function in 
Zechariah is not for judgment.  Some have interpreted the white horse to represent Christ or the 
spirit of conquest. The latter fits more naturally with the other three horses and riders. 

3. 6:4 – The red horse symbolizes war and bloodshed. 
4. 6:5 – The black horse symbolizes famine that causes the lack of wheat and barley resulting in hyper-

inflation. Oil and wine are not affected perhaps because they are more drought tolerant or because 
drought will not affect the regions where they are produced. 

5. 6:8 – The pale horse represents death. A fourth may be literal or symbolic of a significant portion of 
humanity dying from wars, famines, plagues, and wild animals. See Ezekiel 5:16-17 for a similar 
judgment on ancient Israel. 

Study Questions: 

1. Do you think this passage is describing things that have happened or things that will happen in the 
future? 

2. Why would God mandate humanity to experience such sufferings? 
3. What is your reaction to reading this passage? 


