
 

REVELATION STUDY GUIDE FOR AUGUST 3 to 7, 2020 
 

Aug. 3, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 13:1-10 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 13:1 – The beast represents the future Anti-Christ who will reign for 42 months (13:5) 

though some of the descriptions fit Roman emperors claiming to be god. The imagery of 
one or more beasts coming out of the sea is also found in Daniel 7:2-3, which is part of the 
text for tomorrow. Here the beast represents one ruler rather than a dynastic kingdom, 
which can be the case in Daniel 7; The presence of the dragon reveals the Satanic origin of 
the Anti-Christ; The sea is believed to symbolize the realm of human government and 
politics; Horns symbolize power; Crowns symbolize the authority to rule. The crowns 
interestingly were on the horns and not the heads which may mean that the Anti-Christ’s 
ability to rule will come from sheer might and not from governing ability; Heads with 
blasphemous names symbolizes the Anti-Christ’s hatred of God and self-elevation as a god; 
The numbers 7 and 10 generally symbolize completeness in the Bible. 

2.  13:2 – The Anti-Christ has the combined characteristic of the kingdoms represented by the 
four beasts in Daniel 7. 

3. 13:3 – The healed fatal wound is a clear attempt to mimic the true Christ. 
4. 13:4 – The Anti-Christ will have superior military and economic power over any possible 

opposition. 
5. 13:7-8 – The Anti-Christ will be a world leader who enjoys worldwide admiration and 

support. The words war and conquer do not mean that the saints will take up arms against 
the Anti-Christ. They mean that he will severely persecute Christians and succeed in 
imprisoning and killing them with the world’s population’s support.  

 
Study Questions: 
1. Who does the dragon represent and what does this tell you about the source of the Anti-

Christ’s power? 
2. Why do you think God would allow the dragon to have such power? 
3. How will the Anti-Christ, a.k.a. the beast, be like Christ? 
4. What modern political or national leaders showed anti-Christ characteristics? How were 

they able to cause the masses to admire and follow them? 
5. What do you think verses 13:9-10 mean? 
  



 

Aug. 4, 2020 
 
Read: Daniel 7:1-28 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 7:1-17 – v. 17 explains that the four beasts represent four kingdoms. Bible scholars give the 

following interpretation: 
a. First Beast – Babylonian Kingdom; appearance and heart of a man may refer to King 

Nebuchadnezzar’s later acknowledgement and worship of Yahweh. 
b. Second Beast – Persian Empire 
c. Third Beast – Greek Empire; the four wings and four heads symbolize the four 

generals who divided Alexander the Great’s massive empire after his death. 
d. Fourth Beast – Roman Empire AND the future kingdom of the Anti-Christ. 

2. 7:3 – Similar to Rev. 13, the beasts are shown to come from the sea. The sea is believed to 
represent the chaotic domain of the political realm. 

3. 7:20-24 – The 10 horns may represent 10 actual kingdoms that arose from the fourth beast 
or 10 may simply mean a complete set, similar to 10 in the 10 commandments or the 10 
plagues of Egypt. If the fourth beast represents the Roman Empire, then the 10 horns 
represent kingdoms that arose from the Roman Empire after its collapse, not necessarily 
concurrently. Many think that these must be European, but the Roman Empire also 
included the Middle East and North Africa. The last horn arises after the period of the 10 
horns. It is more powerful than the previous 10. At this point the horn may represent a 
nation or an individual ruler; A literal interpretation is that it will overthrow exactly 3 other 
kingdoms or nations in its rise to power. A more metaphorical interpretation is that it will 
overthrow a small number of nations in its rise.  

4. 7:25 – The description of what the horn does is very similar to Rev. 13:7-8 and is best 
interpreted as the Anti-Christ at this point; The saints are all who remain faithful to God; 
“Time, times, and half a time” is used in Rev. 12:14 and means 3.5 years.  

5. 7:26-27 – Judgment day will arrive and God will destroy the power of the Anti-Christ. The 
faithful will be placed in charge of the entire earth under the headship of Christ. Many 
interpret this to describe Christ’s millennial kingdom (1,000-year earthly reign after his 
return) followed by His eternal kingdom on the new earth. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. In the past century the world has seen dictators—such as Hitler, Stalin, or Mao—arise who 

have tried to do some or all of the things the Anti-Christ will do. What do their atrocities 
and final demise tell you about what is to come still? 

2. 1 John 4:3 says that the spirit of the anti-Christ is already present. What are some ways it 
has already manifested itself? 

3. How will you respond if the Anti-Christ appears in your lifetime? 
 



 

Aug. 5, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 13:11-18 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 13:11 – The second beast is like an assistant who will lead the world to worship the first 

beast; The two horns like a lamb symbolizes this second beast will come across as very 
Christ-like; Speaking like a dragon means his words will the word of the devil. The addition 
of this third beast creates an unholy trinity where the Devil is akin to the Father, the Anti-
Christ is akin to the Son, and this second beast is akin to the Holy Spirit. 

2. 13:13 – This second beast will either have the power to perform miracles or have the ability 
to pretend he is performing miracles.  

3. 13:14 - As a result of seeing his miracles the world will be deceived in believing him and the 
Anti-Christ. His goal is for everyone to worship the Anti-Christ. 

4. 13:15 – Belief in statues speaking was common in the ancient world.  
5. 13:16-17 – The cultural origin of the mark may the branding of slaves or captured enemies 

in ancient times; New Christians in those times had the sign of the cross marked on their 
foreheads as a symbol of their allegiance to Christ. The mark in this case symbolized 
allegiance to the beast under the penalty of economic boycott if one did not subscribe to it.  

6. 13:17-18 – In ancient times Hebrew and Latin alphabets could serve as numbers, which has 
led to much speculation about the name of the beast.   

 
Study Questions: 
1. What modern technologies and systems, if expanded, could allow for everyone on earth to 

see the signs given 13:13, hear an image speak as described in 13:15, and buy or sell if they 
have the proper identification as in 13:17-18? 

2. How do you think people will react if someone of great supernatural abilities as described in 
Rev. 13 appeared today? 

3. What would faithful Christians have to do to survive during the time of the two beasts? 
4. The question, “Is it worth it to be a Christian?” will arise in those days. How would you 

answer that question? 
 
 
  



 

Aug. 6, 2020 
 
Read: Matt. 24:9-28 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 24:9-11 – Rev. 13 reveals that the Anti-Christ and his assistant will violently persecute 

Christians. Jesus’ prophecy explains that all of society will also hate Christians and fully 
support the Anti-Christ’s deadly persecution; The second beast of Rev. 13:11-18 will be the 
chief false prophet and be a major fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy. 

2. 24:12 – As the prevalence of evil and sin increases in people their ability to love decreases 
because self-centeredness is at the heart of sin. In contrast, the ability to love is directly 
proportion to the prominence of God’s image and activity in people because God is love.  

3. 24:13-14 – All is not hopeless for believers during the Great Tribulation. Believers will still 
zealously spread the Gospel; The completion of the worldwide spreading of the Gospel is 
the pre-requisite for the return of Christ. 

4. 24:15-21 – The abomination that causes desolation is the unholy desecration of the holy 
sanctuaries of the Jerusalem temple. It happened once in 167 B.C. when Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes rededicated the Jerusalem temple to the worship of Zeus by setting up a statue 
of Zeus in it and sacrificing a pig on its altar. It again happened in 70 A.D. when the Roman 
general Titus and his soldiers conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the temple.  Jesus may be 
referring to Titus or to a still-future abomination that causes desolation during the 
Tribulation period. The interpretation depends on whether v. 21 is understood to describe 
the time of the events in 24:15-20 or a time afterwards. 

5. 24:22 – The Great Tribulation will not only be a deadly period of persecution against 
believers, but it will also be deadly to the entire human race. God will mercifully intervene 
with Christ’s return to prevent all of humanity from being killed. 

6. 24:23-27 – Many false messiahs will arise claiming to be the second coming of Christ. 
Perhaps they will promise peace, safety, or eternal life to people. Jesus makes it clear that 
unlike the false messiahs, his return will be clearly visible and unmistakable to the whole 
world.  

7. 24:28 – The false messiahs arising during the Great Tribulation will be like vultures coming 
to feast on a carcass. They will take advantage of people’s desperation. 

 
Study Questions: 
1. Do you know of any false prophets or Christs (think of those who started cults)? What have 

been their messages? Why do you think people believe in them? 
2. How could those who identify themselves as believers be deceived by false prophets? What 

do you do or should do to guard yourself and those you know from being misled? 
3. What natural or man-made calamities could threaten humanity with extinction? 
4. What is in this passage that gives you hope? 
 



 

Aug. 7, 2020 
 
Read: Rev. 14:1-13 
Important Study Notes: 
1. 14:1 – The lamb represents Christ, and Mount Zion is synonymous with Jerusalem in the 

Bible; The 144,000 have the name of the Father on their foreheads figuratively. It signified 
they belonged to him. They stand in stark contrast to the rest of humanity who have the 
mark of the beast on their foreheads or right hand. These may be the same 144,000 in Rev. 
7:4-8. However, the description of them as only men in 14:4-5 seems to differ with Rev. 7 
unless both only counted men. Alternatively, these 144,000 may symbolize all who 
remained faithful to Christ during the time of the Anti-Christ; That Christ was standing with 
them on Mount Zion symbolizes either they are actually or metaphorically with Christ. No 
matter how dire the circumstances, Christ is with his saints and they will triumph over evil. 

2. 14:2-3 – John hears vast heavenly music that accompanies the 144,000 exclusively singing a 
new song. New songs are always associated with God’s deliverance from harm. This part of 
the vision may be the follow-up to Rev. 7:4-8. 

3. 14:4 – “Not defile themselves with women” may mean that they remained celibate, or this 
is a reference to the pagan practice of sex with temple prostitutes, which the readers would 
have been familiar with. The Bible does not teach that women are a defiling influence. 

4. 14:5 – These 144,000 were also distinguished by their moral purity. 
5. 14:6-7 – Despite the outpouring of wrath, God is still urging all people to repent and 

worship God before it is too late. 
6.  14:8 – Ancient Babylon was the idolatrous center of political and economic power during its 

time. It is also the city from which its army conquered, oppressed, and sent into exile 
ancient Israel. The four schools of interpreting Revelation come to these diverse 
understanding of what Babylon represents: 

a. Preterist - Ancient Rome and the Roman Empire is the new Babylon. 
b. Historicist – All or specific political, economic, and religious institutions that are in 

opposition to God through which people have gained power and fortune. 
c. Futurist – The political and economic power system built up by the Anti-Christ. 
d. Idealist – The worldly pursuit of power, wealth, and pleasure that drives the activity 

and attention of godless humanity and is ultimately in opposition to God. 
7. 14:9-11 – Those who followed the Anti-Christ will face eternal torment. 
8. 14:13 – In contrast to the followers of the beast, those who were faithful to Christ even till 

death are about to receive their reward.  
 
Study Questions: 
1. What does this passage tell you about God? 
2. How would you rate your ability to withstand persecution and adversity? 
3. What are the worldly pressures and temptations that you must actively withstand? 


