
FAQs Prepared for Dyersburg First United Methodist Church

In August, 2022, the Church Council formed a Discernment Team out of  the recognition
that our congregation needed a Spirit-led process by which to lead us through this particular
season of  our life together. While our prayer is that this process will help us discern how we
can most faithfully live out our vision and our mission in our community, the two primary
questions that have led us to this place are 1) the question of  human sexuality in The United Methodist
Church, and 2) the refusal of  some jurisdictions and conferences in our denomination to comply with the
restrictions currently in The Book of  Discipline around matters of  LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer/Questioning) inclusion in the life of  the church.

The United Methodist Church has not been of  one mind regarding human sexuality almost
since it began in 1968.  The church affirms that we all fall short of  the glory of  God and that
we are all in need of  God’s grace.  Our United Methodist Book of  Discipline affirms that all
humans have sacred worth, and, as such, homosexuals have always been welcome as
members of  The United Methodist Church.  The Book of  Discipline currently states that
“marriage is between a man and a woman” and that “homosexuality is incompatible with
Christian teaching.”  Pastors may not be “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals” and may not
conduct ceremonies that celebrate same-sex weddings or unions. Such ceremonies also may
not be held on church property. At the 2019 special called session of  the General Conference
in St. Louis, stricter language was added to the Book of  Discipline about these issues. In
2020, delegates to General Conference were preparing to consider new legislation within The
Protocol of  Reconciliation and Grace through Separatioņ but there has not been a General
Conference since 2019.

DYERSBURG FUMC’S DISCERNMENT PROCESS

1.   Question:
If  there have been no changes to the Book of  Discipline regarding the ordination of
LGBTQ persons and the marriage of  LGBTQ persons in our churches and by our ministers,
why are we having these conversations?
Answer:
Some bishops and district superintendents throughout The United Methodist Church have
chosen to hold in abeyance (delay) all administrative and judicial complaint processes
addressing restrictions in The United Methodist Book of  Discipline regarding gay and

1/12



lesbian clergy and/or same-sex weddings until after the next General Conference meets
(now planned for 2024).  Additionally, one jurisdiction and one annual conference have made
statements that are out of  compliance with the current United Methodist Book of  Discipline.
Finally, in both 2016 and 2022, the Western Jurisdiction elected bishops who are in openly
gay relationships.  These circumstances have led some to believe that our congregation needs
to start a conversation about leaving the denomination.

2.   Question:
Do our Bishop, our District Superintendent, and our pastor understand the Discipline and
abide by its rules regarding same-sex marriage?
Answer:
Yes

3.   Question:
Why is Dyersburg FUMC in a Discernment Process before the 2024 General Conference?
Answer:
At the Special Called General Conference held in 2019, Paragraph 2553, often called the
Gracious Exit plan, was added to The United Methodist Book of  Discipline. It allows
congregations who cannot in good conscience remain affiliated with The United Methodist
Church to leave the denomination with their property if  they pay two years’ worth of
apportionment costs and their fair share of  the unfunded pension liability.  Because the 2019
General Conference delegates assumed that there would be a General Conference held in
2020, they set the deadline for disaffiliation under these terms for December 31, 2023.  That
would have given churches choosing to disaffiliate nearly three years to make that decision.
But because no General Conference has been held since 2019, the deadline remains the
same.  If  Dyersburg FUMC chooses to take a vote for disaffiliation and wants to do so under
the terms of  Paragraph 2553, it must do so before December 31, 2023.

4.   Question:
How will the Discernment Team arrive at their recommendation to Church Council?
Answer:
After attending to their own spiritual practices, listening to one another, and listening to the
congregation through Listening Sessions and surveys, the Discernment Team will make a
recommendation.  Please note that the Discernment Team is only making a
recommendation.  It has no decision-making power.
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5.   Question:
When will the Discernment Team make its recommendation to Church Council?
Answer:
Our current timeline dictates that our recommendation will be made by early in January,
2023.

6.   Question:
Why did the Discernment Team timeline become shorter?
Answer:
Bishop McAlilly scheduled two Special Called Annual Conferences (May 2023 and
November 2023) specifically for the purpose of  voting on disaffiliations so that the business
of  disaffiliation would not be addressed at the regular Annual Conference in June.  Because
of  the difficult nature of  the Discernment Team’s work, the team decided to base its timeline
on the May 22, 2023, date rather than the date in November 2023.

7.   Question:
Who is on the Discernment Team?
Answer:
Patrick Lemons, Carrie Newsom, David Hayes, David Wagner, Nadia Browning, Maralyn
Beck, Keith Guthrie, Walt Bradshaw, Paul Perkins, J Dan Gullett, Deb Lowrance, Allison
Schroeder, and Hubert Jones.  Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel serves as facilitator.

THE UNITED METHODIST BOOK OF DISCIPLINE

8. Question:
What does the United Methodist Book of  Discipline currently say about homosexuality?
Answer:
Paragraph 304.3 QUALIFICATIONS FOR ORDINATION While persons set apart by the
Church for ordained ministry are subject to all the frailties of  the human condition and the
pressures of  society, they are required to maintain the highest standards of  holy living in the
world. The practice of  homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore,
self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as
ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.
Paragraph 161.C THE NURTURING COMMUNITY Marriage—We affirm the sanctity of
the marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support, personal commitment, and
shared fidelity between a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing rests upon such
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marriage, whether or not there are children of  the union. We reject social norms that assume
different standards for women than for men in marriage. We support laws in civil society
that define marriage as the union of  one man and one woman.
Paragraph 341.6 UNAUTHORIZED CONDUCT Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual
unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches.

9. Question:
Why don’t bishops just remove clergy who do not follow the Book of  Discipline?  Why
doesn’t the denomination remove the bishop who is in an openly gay relationship?
Answer:
Clergy and laypeople who disobey the Book of  Discipline cannot be immediately removed
from their appointments or churches (except in extreme circumstances), or have their
ordination credentials taken away before undergoing administrative fair process (Paragraph
361 in The United Methodist Book of  Discipline).

DISAFFILIATION

10. Question:
Should Dyersburg FUMC decide to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church, why
must we comply with the disaffiliation process in order to leave The UMC with property and
assets?
Answer: The “Trust Clause” in the Book of  Discipline (Paragraph 2501) provides that all
property of  a local United Methodist Church (including real estate) is held “in trust” for the
benefit of  The United Methodist Church through the applicable Annual Conference.
Consequently, if  Dyersburg FUMC withdraws from The United Methodist Church without
approval of  the Annual Conference, it is The United Methodist Church’s position that
ownership and control of  church property remains with the Annual Conference. Under the
disaffiliation process, the Annual Conference and The United Methodist Church shall release
all claims to the property of  Dyersburg FUMC.

11. Question:
What is the full process for disaffiliation?
Answer:
1. The Church Council decides to officially inquire about or begin the process that leads to

a disaffiliation vote in accordance with the parameters of  Paragraph 2553, and a letter
stating as such shall be signed by the Church Council Chair, the Chair of  the Trustees, the
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Finance Committee Chair, and the Chair of  the SPRC and sent to the district
superintendent.

2. Upon receipt of  the letter, the district superintendent will provide an Exhibit B (List of
Assets to be Transferred and Liabilities to be Assumed) to the Church Council.

3. Upon completion, submission, and approval of  the Exhibit B, and the additional
components of  the church’s membership roll, along with stamped & addressed
envelopes, the Church Council will work with the district superintendent to request and
schedule a called Church Conference.

4. The district superintendent’s office will mail out a notice of  the called Church
Conference (this notice will be given at least ten days in advance of  the Church
Conference).

5. The church office will announce the date of  the called Church Conference via all routes
at its disposal, including newsletters, text, email, and pulpit announcements.

6. The district superintendent will preside over the called Church Conference on the
announced date.

7. If  two-thirds of  those in attendance vote for disaffiliation, the Tennessee Western
Kentucky Annual Conference, at its called meeting on May 22, 2023, will also vote on the
disaffiliation.

12. Question:
If  we vote to disaffiliate with The United Methodist Church, will we be an independent
church?
Answer:
Yes, until such time as the independent church chooses to affiliate with a different
denomination, should they choose to do that.

13. Question:
What happens to my membership if  I want to remain a United Methodist but Dyersburg
FUMC chooses to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church?
Answer:
Your membership will automatically roll over onto the membership rolls of  the disaffiliated
church until such time as you move your membership to a United Methodist Church.

14. Question:
If  Dyersburg FUMC chooses to disaffiliate, will The United Methodist Church plant
another church in Dyersburg?
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Answer:
The New Church Development team of  the Tennessee Western Kentucky Annual
Conference is mindful of  the number of  communities left with a limited United Methodist
presence, given the high number of  disaffiliations, and is planning accordingly.

15. Question:
If  Dyersburg FUMC disaffiliates from The United Methodist Church, will we be responsible
for finding our own pastor?
Answer:
Yes, unless the new church chooses to affiliate with a different denomination that appoints
clergy to its churches.

16. Question:
What other Methodist/Wesleyan denominations are there?
Answer:
Denominations that are part of  the World Methodist Council are the Wesleyan Church, the
Free Methodist Church, the Church of  the Nazarene, the Christian Methodist Episcopal
(CME) Church, the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, the African-Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church, and the Bible Missionary Church.  There are roughly 25 other
Wesleyan/Methodist denominations that you can find by googling.

17. Question:
Is the Discernment Team looking into the possibility of  Dyersburg FUMC affiliating with
another denomination?
Answer:
That is beyond the scope and timeline of  our work.

18. Question:
If  we decide to take a vote for disaffiliation, who is eligible to vote?
Answer:
Everyone who is a Professing Member of  Dyersburg FUMC is eligible to vote. If  there is a
vote to disaffiliate, each professing member in each household will receive a notice of  the
vote. This includes middle schoolers, high schoolers, and college students who have made
their profession of  faith and whose names appear on the church rolls.  NOTE: The church
office has been in the process of  auditing the membership rolls in compliance with
Paragraph 228 of  The United Methodist Book of  Discipline. Members for whom we have
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addresses who have not attended worship or given financially since 2019 were mailed a letter
giving them the option to remain church members, transfer their membership to another
church, or withdraw their membership from Dyersburg FUMC.

19. Question:
If  Dyersburg FUMC votes to disaffiliate, how will we pay the costs of  disaffiliation?
Answer:
The question of  funds to disaffiliate will be decided by the Trustees and Finance teams.

20. Question:
What amount will Dyersburg FUMC owe to the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference
should Dyersburg FUMC choose to disaffiliate?
Answer:
The cost to disaffiliate is any unpaid conference tithe from the previous twelve months, a
future year of  apportionments, and our fair share of  the Tennessee-Western Kentucky
Conference’s unfunded pension liabilities. Since the fair share of  the unfunded pension
liability fluctuates with the market, it’s impossible to say with 100% accuracy what that
amount will be, and it will likely change throughout the Discernment Process.  The last
estimate was that Dyersburg FUMC’s fair share of  the pension liability would be roughly
three times the amount of  our annual apportionment cost, making the total cost of
disaffiliation about $400,000.

21. Question:
How many Professing Members have to vote for disaffiliation for the church to leave the
denomination?
Answer:
Two-thirds of  those physically in attendance at the Charge Conference when the vote is held.
Prior to any vote, the entirety of  the Professing Membership of  the church will receive a
notice from the district superintendent’s office giving the date and time of  the vote.  Only
those Professing Members physically in attendance may vote.

LISTENING SESSIONS AND SURVEYS

As stated earlier, Listening Sessions and surveys will be utilized by the Discernment Team to
make a recommendation to Church Council. You will be invited to participate in a Listening
Session and to complete a survey.
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22. Question:
Who can participate in the congregational survey and Listening Sessions?
Answer:
Anyone who is a member of  Dyersburg FUMC will be welcome at the Listening Sessions
and will be free to fill out a congregational survey.

23. Question:
Will my survey results be anonymous?
Answer:
Yes.  Surveys will be multiple choice so answers will be anonymous.

OTHER
24. Question:

Do our congregation’s apportionments fund the work and expenses of  bishops in other
jurisdictions?
Answer:
No.  Sixteen percent of  our congregation’s apportionments go to the Episcopal Fund of  our
own jurisdiction, which is the Southeast Jurisdiction.  For more information about where
apportionment dollars go, visit this link
(https://www.gcfa.org/services/financial-services/general-church-budget/umc-budget-appo
rtioned-funds/)

25. Question:
How did we get where we are now?
Answer:
The Collierville United Methodist Church has put together a timeline to address this
question. You can access their response here:
(https://www.colliervilleumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/UMC-History-of-BOD-pr
oposed-changes-edits-by-DCS-x-1.pdf)

26. Question:
How can I learn more about the current issues facing The United Methodist Church?
Answer:
Although our Discernment Team has striven to discover what we consider “neutral”
information, we have found that the best we can offer is “balanced” information.
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Therefore, we offer the following list of  resources from the Collierville United Methodist
Church Discernment Team which we feel offers sufficient balance:

● Explanation of  paragraph 2553
(https://www.colliervilleumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2553-Disaffiliation.
pdf)

● What’s Happening to The UMC
(https://www.hpumc.org/sermons/schism-whats-happening-to-the-umc)

● Differences that Divide The UMC: by Rob Renfroe. 6 video series
(https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0tdBSkYKNUka0KiJ28rSUM1H1hdc3MUs)

● Dear Dad Series—Rev. Dr. Stan Copeland: Part 1, Part 2, Part 3
https://youtu.be/jXuwlnM-jxI
https://youtu.be/DbiNt4rGuSg
https://youtu.be/MEHH6pdG5LE

● That We May Be One – Hosted by Rev. Adam Hamilton
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6333NFv4Osg)

● Pulaski Heights sermon (https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ9ImE1EUYQ)
● The Woodlands UMC sermon  (https://youtu.be/lUVtLLLlnKY?t=2044)

Books:
● Are We Really Better Together? By Rob Renfroe and Walter Fenton
● For the Sake of  the Bride by Steve Harper 

Links:
● Referenced Scriptures

(https://www.colliervilleumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Denomination-Upd
ate_Scripture-Reference-Chart.pdf)

● www.umc.org
● UMC News (https://www.umnews.org/en)
● Good News Magazine (https://goodnewsmag.org/)
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APPENDIX A: DISCERNMENT RESOURCES

Discernment Resources Used by the Discernment Team
Discerning God’s Will Together by Danny E. Morris and Charles M. Olsen
Discernment by Rose Mary Dougherty
Pursuing God’s Will Together by Ruth Haley Barton

Discernment Summary
What is discernment?
● From the Greek word diakrisis, meaning, “to separate,” “to distinguish,” to “sort out”
● “Discernment, in a most general sense, is the capacity to recognize and respond to the

presence and activity of  God—both in the ordinary moments and in the larger decisions
of  our lives.” ~ Ruth Haley Barton,Pursuing God’s Will Together.

“The purpose and goal of  spiritual discernment are knowing and doing God’s will” ~Morris
and Olsen, Discerning God’s Will Together

● Basic assumptions in spiritual discernment:
o God wants to make God’s self  known to humanity.
o Because God became vulnerable in the person of  Jesus Christ, discernment asks

us to be vulnerable to one another and to God.
o The Holy Spirit is the active and ongoing guide in personal and corporate

discernment.
o Seeking God’s will is the ultimate value in our knowledge and experience.
o People and communities need to patiently persevere in practices related to

Scripture, prayer, and discernment until God’s will is known.
o Discernment requires that the discerners are willing to do God’s will before they

even know what it is.
o The practice of  discernment is ongoing.

What does discernment look like?
● Discernment in solitude—before anything else we must each tend to our own spiritual

formation.

10/12



● Discernment in community—understanding that we are not gathered around a task or a
decision but the person of  Christ, who is made known to us through the Holy Spirit.

● Discernment through listening—We will learn how to listen to the hearts and voices of
those in our congregation and beyond so that we can hear the will of  God.

What are practices for individual discernment?
● Solitude and silence—setting aside intentional time so that we can give God our

undivided attention, giving God total access to our souls.  Here we learn to distinguish
God’s voice from the other voices that call for our attention, and to stop the flow of  our
own words and ideas long enough for God to get a word in edgewise.

● Engaging the scriptures—Not reading for information but reading to allow the scriptures
to transform us.  One practice for engaging scriptures is lectio divina

● Prayer—Cultivating our friendship with God
● Self-knowledge and self-examination—Leaders cannot be discerning about external

matters if  they are not able to discern what is true and false within themselves.  One
practice for self-examination is the Ignatian Examen.

Building blocks of  discernment
● Spiritual discernment, by definition, is a process that takes place in and through the

Trinity.
o The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to us by request of  Jesus to lead us into truth.
o The Spirit is an immediate presence who can be heard and responded to through

practices that help us to listen.
● The impulse to discern is a good desire that needs to be cultivated.  It is evidence of  the

Holy Spirit’s work (as opposed to intellectual prowess and self-effort).
● Deep belief  in God’s goodness as it relates to us specifically.
● Love is our ultimate calling—love for God, love for self, love for others, love for the

world.
● We are committed to doing the will of  God as it is revealed to us.

Dynamics of  Discernment
● Movement toward indifference—a state of  openness to God in which we are free from

undue attachment to any particular outcomes
● Praying for wisdom—this is not the world of  human decision-making
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● Notice without judgment—Both internal things and external things
● Seek spiritual direction
● Gather and assess information—ask good questions, not for answers, but for wisdom
● Cultivating solitude as a way of  listening to God
● Identify and work with options
● Abandon ourselves to God
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