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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning 
at 10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media 
or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United 
Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

Missions message 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 A.M. 

Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 
Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class-

Classroom 204  
 All Ages and Stages Class is 

designed for all adults. 
 

9:15 am Koinonia Class - 
Koinonia classroom 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 
 

VIDEO RECORDER 
Scott Self 

Luke 10:29 - The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And 

who is my neighbor?”  

 

This month’s communion offering will benefit the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. On 
any Thursday afternoon if you come by the church, you will see a variety of people 
from our community who need a helping hand.  These needs include helping to pay 
a month’s rent or utility bill and providing groceries.  Occasionally help is given 
with funeral expenses.  Sometimes the only help that can be given is an encouraging 
word or prayer.   A small group of volunteers listen to the call of the needy each 
Thursday and, because of your generous donations, are able to meet so many of 
those needs.  The past two years have been different and especially difficult for 
some of our neighbors so our commitment to our community is more vital than ever 
before. To date this year we have provided financial assistance of $12,203.82 for 
151 households with a total of 345 family members. We have also given out 217 
bags of groceries to 133 households comprising a total of 261 family members.  

 
Each month before we take communion we make the same confession to God: 
 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have failed to be an obedient church.  We have not done your will, we have 

broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our 

neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.   

 

By donating to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund we provide our church with the 

means to love our neighbors and to hear and respond to the cry of the needy.   

 

Blessings, 

Your Mission Team    

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


“When In Our Worship God Is Glorified” 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Alinda Sledge - friend of Sally Maddox 
Bill Jordan 
George Goldsby 
Nancy Johnson - Tammy Jowers’ mother 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway 
 Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & her husband 

Tori Armstrong’s step-dad 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Louise  Hendrix 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

Blessed be the God of Israel 
 

Blessed be the God of Israel, 
who comes to set us free, 

who visits and redeems us, 
and grants us liberty. 

The prophets spoke of mercy, 
of freedom and release; 

God shall fulfill the promise 
to bring our people peace. 

 
Michael Perry (1942-1996), a most beloved Anglican 
priest and hymn writer, was born in Beckenham, Kent, 
England. He was ordained to the ministry in 1965, and 
married Beatrice Mary Stott in 1967. He was elected to the 
General Synod of the Church of England in 1985 and again 
in 1994. In 1989 he was appointed to his last posting as 
Vicar of Tonbridge, Kent. He was appointed chairman of 
the Church Pastoral Aid Society in 1993. Beginning in 
early 1996, Perry was increasingly disabled by an 
inoperable brain tumor from which he died at home on 
Dec. 9, 1996. 
  
In the early 1960s, Michael Baughen founded the Jubilate 
group. According to Perry, the group pooled their talents to 
meet the challenge of a new generation in the UK who 
wished to extend their singing beyond the foursquare ways 
of metrical hymnody and the unpredictability of Anglican 
chant.  In that same year, Baughen began a new project to 
revitalize the use of Psalms. Perry had been working on 
paraphrases, including his famous paraphrase of the 
“Benedictus,” “O praise the God of Israel,” as well as 
several Psalms. Baughen asked him to join this project, 
which was published in 1973 as Praise Psalms. 
  
Perry felt that chant settings of the canticles were difficult 
for ordinary congregations to easily sing. Soon after his 
ordination, he began to render the canticles from the Book 
of Common Prayer (1662) into metrical paraphrases. He 
wanted not only to make them easier to sing, but also to be 
more easily understood. “Blessed be God” is one such 
paraphrase of the “Benedictus” or the “Song of Zechariah.”  
  
The text of the “Benedictus” comes from Luke 1:68-79. 
Zechariah had been made dumb during his wife Elizabeth’s 
pregnancy with John the Baptist. When he hears of his 
son’s birth, his tongue is loosed for his song of praise to 
the Lord God of Israel. The last line of the hymn—“with 
songs that never cease!”—would seem to be a hyperbole at 
first glance, but the text is a literal understanding of 
eschatology. Our songs will never cease in heaven. 
  
-Shared from Discipleship Ministries, History of Hymns 
  

Grace and Peace, 
Dakota Hill 

MAKE SURE YOUR RECORDS AND THE 
CHURCH’S RECORDS  MATCH 

To ensure that your 2021 church contributions are 
deductible, please do not file your 2021 income tax 
return until you have received a statement of your 
contributions from the church. Your records and our 
records should match, but it is wise to wait for this year’s 
contributions statement to be sure that the deductions 
you claim match the records the church has of your 
giving.  

2021 CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE TURNED IN BY 
END OF DECEMBER 

Due to IRS rules, in order for your contributions to the 
church in 2021 to be claimed as a deduction on your 
20201tax form, they must be given in 2021. If they are 
mailed, they must be postmarked by December 31, 2021. 
Only those contributions received by the church, or if 
mailed postmarked by December 31, 2021 can be 
credited and claimed for tax purposes in 2021, regardless 
of when the check is dated.  



KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong Spaghetti Supper Big Success 

 
The big youth fundraiser is OVER! Thanks to all 
who supported it  - those who bought  and enjoyed 
the meal, those who sold tickets, those who 
promoted it, and especially those who cooked and/or 
cleaned up afterwards. There were many comments 
that it was the best tasting spaghetti yet. 

 

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 
GIFT CARDS & BLANKETS FOR CHRISTMAS 

The Salvation Army would like to give older children 
$15 gift cards for Christmas. To make this possible, 
they need our help. Gift cards can be from Walmart and 
fast food places like Chick-Fil-A and McDonald’s. Last 
year the Salvation Army noticed there was a big need 
and want from the children for small $3 throw blankets 
from Walmart. Gift cards and throw blankets can be 
taken to the Salvation Army or dropped off at the 
church in the Connect Center. 
 

 

Upward Basketball and Cheer 
Sign up with & Share the QR below 

 
 

Our Advent and Christmas season began on Sunday, 
November 28th and concludes on Epiphany Sunday,  
January 2nd. For these six weeks, there will only be one 
worship service at 10:15 a.m. Sunday School will still 
take place at 9:00 a.m. and Fellowship Time will be at 
9:45 a.m.  Other churchwide events include: 
 Christmas Breakfast, Sunday, Dec. 12, 9:00 am 
 Parish Choir Christmas Program, Sunday, Dec. 12, 

10:15 am 
 Children’s Choir Christmas Program followed by 

Plum Pudding Party, Sunday, Dec. 12, 5:00 pm 

 

Help Wanted! 
KidMin is preparing for the New Year coming up 
and needs volunteers to teach kids in both the 
mornings and in the evenings on Sundays! Please 
let Tori know if you are interested in helping out 
KidMin and if you have a age preference! Sign Up 
Form coming soon! 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
United Methodist Women is the largest denominational 
faith organization for women with approximately 800,000 
members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, 
developing leaders and advocating for justice. 
 
Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs 
and projects related to women, children and youth in the 
United States and in more than 100 countries around the 
world. 
  
Our local United Methodist Women are here and active, 
and would love for you to join them!  If you are interested 
in learning more about your local United Methodist 
Women or in being active with us, you can call the church 
office and leave your number, or contact Nancy Hardin at 
cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com or at 731-612-2289. 

 

ADVENT CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
Would you like to order a poinsettia in memory or in 
honor of a loved one? Poinsettias will be displayed in the 
sanctuary starting Sunday, ember 19. This year poinsettias 
will be sold by the church and proceeds will go to the 
Flower Fund. Poinsettias are $20. You can place your 
order by scanning the QR code below. The deadline to 
place an order is Sunday, December 12, 2021.  

                  REELFOOT TOY STORE 
It is time for our annual Toy Drive for 
Reelfoot Rural Ministries. A collection box 
is in the area connecting the halls that lead 
from the Troy parking lot doors and in the 
Fellowship Hall to receive your donations.  
Please bring toys as soon as possible. The 
deadline to drop off toys at the church is Sunday, 
December 5.  

mailto:cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com
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2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians  1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

 
9:00 am Sunday School 

9:45 am First Cup 
10:15 am Worship 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

 preaching 
 

Authentic welcoming for guests/visitors is key in 
extending radical hospitality to guests/visitors. This 
hospitality must permeate the culture of our church. 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team 

FUMC FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR  
DECEMBER 

 
1. Vienna Sausages 
2. Canned Fruit 
3. Instant Mashed Potatoes 
4. Spaghetti Noodles 
 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Wanda Brewer Raney and Bobbie Webb 
 

Tuesday Morning Is Coming! 
Are you fifty years young or older? If so, there’s a new 
group just for you. It’s called “Tuesday Morning.” 
Please join us on Tuesday, Dec. 7th at 11:55 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall for a festive Christmas luncheon to kick 
off our new Tuesday Morning Club. 
 
We’ll enjoy a meal and fellowship as we gather ideas and 
plan for what YOU would like this group to be and do. 
Please sign up by Dec. 1st. Sign-up sheets will be located 
in the Connect Center and in the adult Sunday School 
classrooms.  

RECORD OF LOYALTY  (11/28/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  160 
In Person Worship   177 
Sunday School 69
   
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $8,314.81 
Needed to Date  $753,371.53 
Received to Date $674,798.59 
 
Communion Offering  (Monthly toral) $1,616.00 
Reelfoot Rural Ministries                    
 

CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 
After missing our Christmas Breakfast last year due to 
Covid, we are  thrilled to have it this year. It will be held 
at 9:00 am on  Sunday, December 12 in the Fellowship 
Hall. Everyone should bring their favorite  breakfast 
food for Christmas morning.  Drinks will be provided. 
Sunday School classes that want to meet can eat fast and 
have a short lesson. 


