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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning 
at 10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media 
or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United 
Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

Missions message 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 A.M. 

Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 
Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class-

Classroom 204  
 All Ages and Stages Class is 

designed for all adults. 
 

9:15 am Koinonia Class - 
Koinonia classroom 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 
VIDEO RECORDER 

David Wagner 

PASTORAL THOUGHTS 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 

Yesterday was a great day to be at Dyersburg FUMC!  After a one-year hiatus our 
Christmas breakfast was back and it was just as wonderful as I remembered it!  Our 
children offered us a beautiful program last night followed by the joy of singing 
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas” and being treated to plum pudding!  Santa 
Claus even joined us once again!  I heard so many folks comment about how good it 
was to be together again in familiar ways, and I couldn’t agree more! 
 

We will worship again next Sunday at 10:15 am, and then we will worship together 
twice on Christmas Eve!  Our Family Christmas Eve service will begin at 5:30 pm, 
and we encourage any children who want to dress in costume to join us a few 
minutes early to get ready. At 10:30 pm Dakota will treat us to Christmas music 
prior to the Midnight Candlelight Service that will begin at 11:00 pm.  We hope that 
you will join us for one—or both!—of these services! 
 

I want to offer a further note about disaster relief following this weekend’s storms.  
If you would like to help financially, you can donate to the church and we will get 
your gifts wherever you would like them to go.  You can designate your check to 
Conference Disaster Relief, Mayfield First United Methodist Church, or Dresden 
First United Methodist Church.  If you designate your giving to either Mayfield or 
Dresden, we will send your donation to the respective Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  
If you would like to make physical donations of non-perishable food, clothing, or 
other items, you are free to bring those to the church and we will deliver them to 
Reelfoot Rural Ministries, who will distribute them throughout the Reelfoot area as 
they are needed.  In times like these I am so grateful for our Methodist connection 
that allows us to reach and serve in such personal ways. 
 

Please join me in continual prayers for our brothers and sisters who have lost so 
much. 
 

Continuing to hold the light with you, 
 

Mary Beth 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


“When In Our Worship God Is Glorified” 

Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Alinda Sledge - friend of Sally Maddox 
Bill Jordan 
Nancy Johnson - Tammy Jowers’ mother 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway 
 Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & her husband 

Tori Armstrong’s step-dad 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

2021 CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE TURNED IN  
BY END OF DECEMBER 

Due to IRS rules, in order for your contributions to the 
church in 2021 to be claimed as a deduction on your 2021 
tax form, they must be given in 2021. If they are mailed, 
they must be postmarked by December 31, 2021. Only 
those contributions received by the church, or if mailed 
postmarked by December 31, 2021 can be credited and 
claimed for tax purposes in 2021, regardless of when the 
check is dated.  

Canticle of the Turning 
- Rory Cooney 

  
My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 

and my weakness you did not spurn, 
So from east to west shall my name be blest. 

Could the world be about to turn? 
  

Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 

And your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 

You will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. 

  
  

From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears 
every tyrant from his throne. 

The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; 

There are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn. 

  
Though the nations rage from age to age, 

we remember who holds us fast: 
God’s mercy must deliver us 

from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard 

is the promise which holds us bound, 
‘Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 

who is turning the world around. 
  
  

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn! 

 
Grace and peace, 

Dakota 

 Our love and prayers go out to Ginny Ausdale and 
family. Ginny’s father Ted Streete passed away during 
the night of Monday, December13. 



KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

 

GIFT CARDS & BLANKETS FOR CHRISTMAS 
The Salvation Army would like to give older children 
$15 gift cards for Christmas. To make this possible, 
they need our help. Gift cards can be from Walmart and 
fast food places like Chick-Fil-A and McDonald’s. Last 
year the Salvation Army noticed there was a big need 
and want from the children for small $3 throw blankets 
from Walmart. Gift cards and throw blankets can be 
taken to the Salvation Army or dropped off at the 
church in the Connect Center. 

Our Advent and Christmas season began on Sunday, 
November 28th and concludes on Epiphany Sunday,  
January 2nd. For these six weeks, there will only be one 
worship service at 10:15 a.m. Sunday School will still 
take place at 9:00 a.m. and Fellowship Time will be at 
9:45 a.m.  Other churchwide events include: 
 
 Sunday  Morning  Worship  (12/19) - Poinsettias on 

display 
 Family Christmas Eve service -5:30 pm 
 Children who want to participate in service 
 should arrive  around 5:15 or 5:20 to dress for the 
 nativity character of their choice. Nativity 
 costumes are provided and worn over children’s 
 clothing. 
 Midnight Candlelight Service  - 11:00 pm with pre-

service music beginning at 10:30 pm 
 Sunday  Morning  Worship  (1/2) - Epiphany Sunday 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
United Methodist Women is the largest denominational 
faith organization for women with approximately 800,000 
members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, 
developing leaders and advocating for justice. 
Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs 
and projects related to women, children and youth in the 
United States and in more than 100 countries around the 
world. 
 Our local United Methodist Women are here and active, 
and would love for you to join them!  If you are interested 
in learning more about your local United Methodist 
Women or in being active with us, you can call the church 
office and leave your number, or contact Nancy Hardin at 
cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com or at 731-612-2289. 

MAKE SURE YOUR RECORDS AND THE 
CHURCH’S RECORDS  MATCH 

To ensure that your 2021 church contributions are 
deductible, please do not file your 2021 income tax 
return until you have received a statement of your 
contributions from the church. Your records and our 
records should match, but it is wise to wait for this year’s 
contributions statement to be sure that the deductions 
you claim match the records the church has of your 
giving.  

ADVENT CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

FUMC FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR  
DECEMBER 

 
1. Vienna Sausages 
2. Canned Fruit 
3. Instant Mashed Potatoes 
4. Spaghetti Noodles 
 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

MUSIC FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Bruce Barton FUMC Parish Choir 

 Upcoming Events: 
- Blankets: 12/19 5-7 pm Fellowship Hall (Ramen Party) 
- Upward Evals: 12/17 5-7 pm and 12/18, 12 pm - 3 pm 
      In the Family Life Center 
- Kid's Night In: 12/18 5-8 pm 

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
In order to be good stewards of our finances, we 
will  recycle unused contribution envelopes from 
previous years rather than ordering new ones. If you 
would like a box of offering envelopes, please contact 
Melinda or Karen in the church office, 731-285-6454. 

CHURCH OFFICE CHRISTMAS HOURS 
The church office will be closed next Friday, December 
24 and Monday, December 27, for the Christmas holiday. 
There will not be a newsletter the week of December 29. 

mailto:cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com
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4th Sunday of Advent 
 
 

Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:46b-55 

Hebrew 10:5-10 
Luke :39-45 

 
9:00 am Sunday School 

9:45 am First Cup 
10:15 am Worship 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

 preaching 
 

By offering generous, radical hospitality, we are 
making the world just a little more like the kingdom of 
God.  We are Christ’s ambassadors to all of our guests/
visitors. 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team 

RECORD OF LOYALTY  (12/12/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  169 
In Person Worship  194  
Sunday School 32 
Christmas Breakfast 117
  
  
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $14,904..81 
Needed to Date  $784,762.01 
Received to Date $972,801.21 
 
Communion Offering $900.00 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 
 

WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT FUMC 
 

 

Sunday 9:00 am   Sunday School 
 9:45 am First Cup 
 10:15 am  Worship 
  
 

Monday 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
  
  
 

Tuesday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 6:00 pm    Men’s Basketball FLC Gym 
  
 

Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
  
  
 

Thursday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 12:30 pm Community Assistance 
 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
 6:30 pm Covenant Bible Study 
 
Friday 5:30 pm Family Christmas Eve service  
 10:30 pm  Christmas Music 
 11:00 pm Family Christmas Eve service  
 
  
Need to know more about what’s on the church calendar? 
Look it up on the church’s redesigned website. https://
fumcdyersburg.com/events  

https://fumcdyersburg.com/events
https://fumcdyersburg.com/events

