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The Word 

Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 

What a beautiful day of music and celebration we enjoyed last Sunday!  It’s 
hard to imagine a better way to spend the day than listening to voices of all ages 
praising God in song!  I can’t say enough thank you’s to our Parish Choir, 
Children’s Choir, Kathy Kail, and Kristen Caldwell for all the work they put in 
to give us such a gift!   
 

Just a reminder of upcoming events: 
 Sunday, December 18 we will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 am for 

Christmas Breakfast.  Our Congregational Care team will provide coffee 
and juice, and you are invited to bring your favorite breakfast dish!  Then 
we will go upstairs to worship at 10:15 am. 

 Saturday, December 24 we will have one worship service at 5:30 pm.  
This is a chance for our children to dress up as their favorite Christmas 
story character (costumes provided!) and help us hear the Christmas story 
once again! 

 Sunday, December 25 we will worship at 10:15 am.  This will be a come-
as-you-are service with lots of music and celebration as we welcome Jesus 
among us! 

 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion on January 1, 2023. I 
can’t think of a better way to start the year!  On January 8, we will welcome the 
wise men to the manger as we celebrate Epiphany. Then, on January 15, we will 
celebrate Baptism of the Lord Sunday by remembering our baptisms and 
celebrating the baptism of Cooper Lane!  I pray that you’ll start your new year 
at church and spend the whole year marveling at God’s goodness and provision. 
 

With Advent Blessings, 
Mary Beth 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

VIDEO RECORDER 
Walt Bradshaw 

 

LITURGIST 
Pierce White 

 

ACOLYTES 
Reese Seratt 
Bella Seratt 

 

CROSS BEARER 
Hudson Gadlage 

 

USHERS FOR DECEMBER 
Matt Madden 

Eddie Dunagan 
Paul Perkins 
Mark Hayes 

Patrick Lemons 
 

GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 
Anita Fowlkes 
Lisa Traverse 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 18 

The January - February Upper Rooms 
are in! As we approach the 
end of December, please 
remember to save and 
recycle your  devotional. 
When you finish  your 
November-December 
devotional, bring it with you when 
you pick up your new devotional. 
Both can be dropped and picked up in 
the Connect Center. 



...Mr. & Mrs. Dakota Hill and family on 
the passing of Scarlet’s mother, Mrs. 
Karen Beaird King of Brownsville, who 
passed away December 9.  

2022 CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE TURNED IN BY 
END OF DECEMBER 

Due to IRS rules, in order for your contributions to the 
church in 2022 to be claimed as a deduction on your 2022 
tax form, they must be given in 2022. If they are mailed, 
they must be postmarked by December 31, 2022. Only 
those contributions received by the church, or if mailed 
postmarked by December 31, 2022 can be credited and 
claimed for tax purposes in 2022, regardless of when the 
check is dated.  

RECORD OF LOYALTY (12/11/22) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  130 
In Person Worship  171 
Sunday School 47 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $17,991.00 
Needed to Date  $1,021,496.15 
Received to Date $613,025.50 
 
Communion Offering—Transitions $125.00 

 

Publish/Issue Date: 
December 21st – No Newsletter 
Published 
December 28th –All articles for the rest of the year in to  
    Michelle by 12/27/22 at noon. This is  
    the last newsletter for 2022. 
 

Michelle’s email:  mtriplett@fumcdyersburg.com  

Our communion offering this month went toward 
Transitions of Dyer County. You have offered $1,175 
thus far towards this organization which works to truly 
transform  women’s lives through the power and grace of 
our Lord Jesus. Thank you, Church! 
 

Please remember to help our local Salvation Army by 
picking up a $15 Walmart gift card. These will be added 
to the children’s gift bags as well as family gift boxes. 
This is a great opportunity to be a blessing during this 
holy season! 

Thank you! 
Your Mission team 

Mission Moment 

Hello, 
  

I hope everyone is having a wonderful holiday season! As 
the new year approaches I think it is important to reflect 
on the year we just had and the people we want to be in 
2023. I find that the new year is a great time to establish 
new habits. I hope and pray that a new or continued habit 
for you is quiet time with Jesus. During my internship as 
a senior in high school, my supervisor challenged me to 
spend two hours a day with Jesus. Honestly I hated it at 
first. The next week he made the time shorter but still 
included it as my “homework” for my internship. At first 
I did it because I did not want to have to admit that I did 
not do it.  However, after the first two weeks, I began to 
really love it. The way that God showed up and 
transformed my life in that season is incredible. Showing 
up daily, resulted in me craving and looking forward to 
my time with the Lord. Ever since that season, spending 
time with Jesus daily has become a huge part of my life. 
It is no longer two hours, but it is typically 30 minutes of 
my day that I look forward to. On the days when I do not 
prioritize the Lord, I can tell. My mood is different; I am 
often grumpier and usually worn out.  
  

In 2023, I want to challenge students and parents to be 
intentional in diving into the word. At the Christmas 
party, devotion books were given out. My challenge to 
students is to engage in it, five days a week throughout 
the month of January. Parents, if you would like a copy of 
the devotion book let me know! We will post the daily 
devotion on Instagram as well. A parent devotion that 
goes along with the book will be sent in an email every 
Monday. I encourage you to pick a time at least once a 
week to have a discussion with your teenager about their 
reading. Suggested questions will be included in the 
email. I hope that throughout the month of January, you 
begin to experience the peace and joy I experience when I 
show up for my quiet time.  
  

Blessings,  
Lenae 

       by Lenae Baldwin 

mailto:mtriplett@fumcdyersburg.com?subject=Newsletter%20


MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Mark Yates Susan, Steve, Sam & Tommy Cloud 
Mark Yates Randy & Sandy Smith 
Mark Yates O’Neal Spoon 
 

PANTRY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Mark Yates Joan Gilliland 

What a wonderful day at Dyersburg First 
United Methodist on December 11!  The 
Parish Choir and Children’s Choir did a 
great job with their Christmas music.  I pray 

that everyone who was in attendance got as much of a 
blessing from these beautiful songs as I did.  Thank you 
to all who came.  Thank you to all who expressed your 
appreciation to me after the concerts were over.  It meant 
a lot to me personally and helped me to know how to 
navigate the future of these talented choirs. 
 

We’re not through yet!  Join us on Sunday, December 18 
to hear the Handbell Choir and a beautiful rendition of 
“O’ Holy Night” by Linda Peckenpaugh.  Of course there 
will be music at our Christmas Eve Service and Christmas 
Day Service. 
 

Ding dong merrily on high. In heaven the bells are 
ringing.  Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis. 

 

Peace and Love, 
Kathy K. 

by Kathy Kail 

MAKE SURE YOUR RECORDS AND THE 
CHURCH’S RECORDS  MATCH 

To ensure that your 2022 church contributions are 
deductible, please do not file your 2022 income tax return 
until you have received a statement of your contributions 
from the church. Your records and our records should 
match, but it is wise to wait for this year’s contributions 
statement to be sure that the deductions you claim match 
the records the church has of your giving.  

 

Merry ALMOST Christmas! 
 

I hope everyone is as excited as I am. Below is our 
schedule of events through the end of the year. We hope 
you take time this holiday season to spend it with your 
loved ones and to remember the reason for the 
season...Jesus and his love for us! 
 

Parents/Guardians please check the table out by the 
Children's Sunday School Classroom and the Connect 
Center for a calendar of events for 2023. 
 

December 18  
- 9:00 am Christmas Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 
- 4:00 - 6:00 pm Special Blankets in the Chapel 
  

December 24  
- 5:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service in Sanctuary 
  

December 25  
- Jammie Sunday (wear Christmas attire/jammies/etc.) 

  by Tori Armstrong 

 

DISCERNMENT TEAM REPORT 
December 12, 2022 

 

The Dyersburg FUMC Discernment Team would like to 
thank everyone who filled out a Congregational Survey 
either online or on paper, and everyone who attended any 
of our Listening Sessions. The information you shared 
with us was extremely informative. We received 209 total 
surveys and are still in the process of analyzing and 
interpreting that data.   
 

The Discernment Team believes that it is wise for us to 
take a Discernment Sabbath until January 9, 2023, when 
we will meet again.  This Sabbath will allow us to step 
back from the intense work that we have been doing for 
the past several months so that we can focus on our 
families, church opportunities, and the miracle of Jesus’s 
birth through the end of the Advent season and the 
beginning of the Christmas season.  During this time we 
will also focus on our own personal discernment 
practices, trusting that in this in-between time God will 
send his Holy Spirit to lead and direct us with his 
wisdom. 
 

Now more than ever we ask for you to pray for us.  Pray 
that we will be refreshed and renewed by this 
Discernment Sabbath.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
speak to each of us over this Sabbath time and that the 
Holy Spirit will speak to us as a team when we 
reconvene.  Pray that each of us will listen well to the 
Spirit and that we will listen well to the Spirit as a team. 
 

We will offer the congregation a report after we meet 
again on January 9, 2023. 
 

With gratitude,  
The Discernment Team 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC, 
 

We offer a sincere thanks to all who have turned in their 
pledge card in anticipation of the 2023 mission and 
ministry of Dyersburg FUMC.  If you have not yet turned 
in a pledge card, you can pick one up at the church office 
or you can make your pledge online by following this 
link (https://fumcdyersburg.com/my-pledge).  Your 
pledge helps the Finance Team create the budget for the 
next year, and we appreciate your timely response! 
 

Sincerely, 
DFUMC Finance Team 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/my-pledge
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Sunday, December 18, 2022 
4th Sunday of Advent 

 
Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalms 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Jimmy Wilkes 
Jerry Brewer 
Andrea Young Pope - Steven Parker’s Mom 
Patty Kleber - Marty Jasper’s Niece 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

 
*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 

Saturday, December 17 
6:00 pm  Koinonia Sunday School Class Christmas 
  Party—The Hill’s Home 
Sunday, December 18 (4th Sunday of Advent) 
9:00 am  Christmas Breakfast—Fellowship Hall 
  (Please bring a plate of food) 
10:15 am Worship Service 
Friday, December 23 
 Church Offices and FLC are closed 
Saturday, December 24 
5:30 pm  Family Christmas Eve Service with   
  Communion 
Sunday, December 25 
  Merry Christmas 
10:15 am  Christmas Sunday (Pajamas/Casual)  
Monday, December 26 
  Church Offices and FLC are closed 
Monday, January 2 
  Church Offices and FLC are closed 

Koinonia Sunday School Class 
Christmas Party 

The Koinonia Sunday School 
Class Christmas Party will be on 
December 17 at 6:00 pm at the 
home of Rick and Debbie Hill. 
To sign-up, please call Delores 
Jones at  676-8779 or Nancy West at 445-0701. 


