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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning 
at 10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media 
or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United 
Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

Missions message 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 A.M. 

Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 
Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class-

Classroom 204  
 All Ages and Stages Class is 

designed for all adults. 
 

9:15 am Koinonia Class - 
Koinonia classroom 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 

VIDEO RECORDER 
John Feith 

PASTORAL THOUGHTS 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
As we prepare for the third week of Advent, I hope that you have experienced the 
unmistakable hope and peace of Christ in your life.  This Sunday, as we light the 
Candle of Joy, I hope that you will make some time to be with your church family.  
We will start the morning at 9:00 am with our Christmas breakfast, and you are 
invited to bring your favorite Christmas dish.  But even if you don’t, we hope that 
you’ll come and eat with us anyway!  Then we’ll move to the Sanctuary where our 
Parish Choir will lead us in worship.  Your afternoon is yours to do with as you 
wish (I, personally, will take a nap), and then we’ll meet back in the Sanctuary as 
our children lead us in our Plum Pudding festival beginning  at 5:00  pm. 
 
We also hope that you will include the church in your Christmas Eve plans.  We 
will have our Family Christmas Eve service at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  Children 
who would like to be in costume for the pageant portion of the service are 
encouraged to arrive by 5:15 pm..  And we will finish the evening with our 
candlelight Christmas Eve service at 11:00 pm with  music beginning at 10:30 pm. 
 
This past Tuesday our Tuesday Morning group had a wonderful meal in Fellowship 
Hall and followed it up with a rousing game of Advent Trivia.  If you have not yet 
joined this wonderful ministry (for church members, friends, and guests who are 
50+ years old), I hope that you will.  Our fellowship time was such a blessing, and 
I know it will enrich the lives of all who avail themselves of this opportunity! 
 
I am looking forward to these last few weeks of Advent with you, and welcoming 
the Christ child alongside you very soon! 
 

With gratitude,  
 

Mary Beth 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


“When In Our Worship God Is Glorified” 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Alinda Sledge - friend of Sally Maddox 
Bill Jordan 
Nancy Johnson - Tammy Jowers’ mother 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway 
 Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & her husband 

Tori Armstrong’s step-dad 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

MAKE SURE YOUR RECORDS AND THE 
CHURCH’S RECORDS  MATCH 

To ensure that your 2021 church contributions are 
deductible, please do not file your 2021 income tax 
return until you have received a statement of your 
contributions from the church. Your records and our 
records should match, but it is wise to wait for this year’s 
contributions statement to be sure that the deductions 
you claim match the records the church has of your 
giving.  

It’s a simply beautiful image: the shepherds in a great 
field, staring up in wonder at a sky full of the heavenly 
hosts, singing out their praise and joy, the echoes of their 
song of reverberating off the mountains to add to the 
cacophony. It isn’t hard to imagine the shepherds’ 
response. This group of young boys must have looked at 
each other wide-eyed, then whooped and cheered and 
ran as fast as they could into the village, a stampede of 
sheep following them. Giddy with excitement and out of 
breath, did they burst into the stable and crowd around 
the manger? Or did they stop at the stable door, 
suddenly shy and overwhelmed, and peek in at the 
couple holding a tiny baby? Did they fully understand 
what they were witnessing? Do we even fully 
understand what they were witnessing? This hymn 
invites us to “Come to Bethlehem and see.” Soon, we 
will go to Bethlehem. We peak through the stable doors, 
and we kneel in amazement before the Christ child, our 
ears still ringing from the angels’ song. More so than the 
shepherds, we are able to see who this child is, because 
we know the Gospel story. We know that the angels 
would come again, this time to announce that Christ was 
not where the women looked for Him, but that He had 
risen. It isn’t hard to imagine that a “Gloria” would have 
been on those angels’ lips as well. 
 

-shared from hymnary.org  
Grace and Peace, 

Dakota Hill 

2021 CONTRIBUTIONS MUST BE TURNED IN  
BY END OF DECEMBER 

Due to IRS rules, in order for your contributions to the 
church in 2021 to be claimed as a deduction on your 2021 
tax form, they must be given in 2021. If they are mailed, 
they must be postmarked by December 31, 2021. Only 
those contributions received by the church, or if mailed 
postmarked by December 31, 2021 can be credited and 
claimed for tax purposes in 2021, regardless of when the 
check is dated.  

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Wanda Brewer Harold  James 
 

YOUTH FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Wanda Brewer Mr. and Mrs. Dob Johnson 

Angels we have heard on high,  
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply  
echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be  
which inspire your heav'nly song?  

  
Come to Bethlehem and see  

him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee  

Christ the Lord, the newborn King 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 



KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

 GIFT CARDS & BLANKETS FOR CHRISTMAS 
The Salvation Army would like to give older children 
$15 gift cards for Christmas. To make this possible, 
they need our help. Gift cards can be from Walmart and 
fast food places like Chick-Fil-A and McDonald’s. Last 
year the Salvation Army noticed there was a big need 
and want from the children for small $3 throw blankets 
from Walmart. Gift cards and throw blankets can be 
taken to the Salvation Army or dropped off at the 
church in the Connect Center. 

Our Advent and Christmas season began on Sunday, 
November 28th and concludes on Epiphany Sunday,  
January 2nd. For these six weeks, there will only be one 
worship service at 10:15 a.m. Sunday School will still 
take place at 9:00 a.m. and Fellowship Time will be at 
9:45 a.m.  Other churchwide events include: 
 Christmas Breakfast, Sunday, Dec. 12, 9:00 am 
 Parish Choir Christmas Program, Sunday, Dec. 12, 

10:15 am 
 Children’s Choir Christmas Program followed by 

Plum Pudding Party, Sunday, Dec. 12, 5:00 pm 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
United Methodist Women is the largest denominational 
faith organization for women with approximately 800,000 
members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, 
developing leaders and advocating for justice. 
Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs 
and projects related to women, children and youth in the 
United States and in more than 100 countries around the 
world. 
 Our local United Methodist Women are here and active, 
and would love for you to join them!  If you are interested 
in learning more about your local United Methodist 
Women or in being active with us, you can call the church 
office and leave your number, or contact Nancy Hardin at 
cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com or at 731-612-2289. 

 

ADVENT CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
Would you like to order a poinsettia in memory or in 
honor of a loved one? Poinsettias will be displayed in the 
sanctuary beginning Sunday, December 19. This year 
poinsettias will be sold by the church and proceeds will go 
to the Flower Fund. Poinsettias are $20. You can place 
your order by scanning the QR code. The deadline to 
place an order is Sunday, December 12, 2021.  

FUMC FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR  
DECEMBER 

 
1. Vienna Sausages 
2. Canned Fruit 
3. Instant Mashed Potatoes 
4. Spaghetti Noodles 
 

Five Questions to Ask Your Kids Today 
 

Let’s walk through a scene that parents know all too well. 
 

Your son walks in from school, backpack abandoned by 
the front door, past your wide-open arms, and into his 
room where, depending on age, he may:  
 Play on the floor with his latest LEGO creation 
 Try for a three-pointer from the top bunk to the net 

across the room 
 Crank up some tunes and shut the door before 

plopping in bed 
 
You stand in the hallway, offering a gentle but desperate, 
“How was your day?” His reply? A shrug and a mumble.  
 

All parents have  been there. And yet, as parents, you 
can’t give up. You long to live in connection with your 
kids. And your kids, regardless of the message they’re 
sending, long to live in connection with us too.  
 

For the five questions, read: 
more:https:theparentcue.org/5-questions-to-ask-your-kids
-today/ 
 Upcoming Events: 
- Kids Quest: 12/8 6:30-7:30 pm Chapel 
- Blankets: 12/12 5-7 pm Fellowship Hall 
- Kids Quest: 12/15 6:30-7:30 pm Chapel 
- Blankets: 12/19 5-7 pm Fellowship Hall (Ramen Party) 
- Upward Evals: 12/13 & 12/17 5-7 pm and 12/18  
 12 am-3 pm 
      In the Family Life Center 
- Kid's Night In: 12/18 5-8 pm 

CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 
After missing our Christmas Breakfast last year due to 
Covid, we are  thrilled to have it this year. It will be held 
at 9:00 am on  Sunday, December 12 in the Fellowship 
Hall. Everyone should bring their favorite Christmas 
breakfast food .  Drinks will be provided. 
Sunday School classes that want to meet can eat fast and 
have a short lesson. 

mailto:cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com
https://theparentcue.org/5-questions-to-ask-your-kids-today/
https://theparentcue.org/5-questions-to-ask-your-kids-today/
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3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isiah 12:2-6 

Philippians  4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

 
9:00 am Christmas Breakfast 

9:45 am First Cup 
10:15 am Worship 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

 preaching 
 

Exceptional hospitality may seem like a small thing, 
but in a world of broken and lonely people it can make 
all the difference in the world.  When we welcome 
guests/visitors we are representing the love of Christ to 
them. 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team 

RECORD OF LOYALTY  (12/5/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  Technical difficulties 
In Person Worship   201 
Sunday School 105
   
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $283,097.81 
Needed to Date  $769,066.77 
Received to Date $957,896.40 
 
Communion Offering   $2,609.00 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 
 

 UPWARD NEWS 
There are a few exciting dates coming up: 
12/10 Last day of registration (make sure your friends 
know if that haven't signed up, this is the last day). 
12/13 5-7pm Upward Eval in Family Life Center 
12/17 5-7pm Upward Eval in Family Life Center 
12/18 12 pm-3 pm Upward Eval in Family Life Center 
You only need to come to ONE Eval date. We will try to 
answer your questions to the best our ability while 
allowing your kids to show off their skills. (see below) 
We haven't made the teams yet, will be making them 
quickly after Evaluations are done. 
Practices will be on Mondays & Thursdays from Jan 3rd 
- Feb 24th. 
Games will be on Saturdays from Jan 15 through Feb 26.  
Our Upward Celebration will be on Feb 27th. 
The times for the practices, games, and celebration are 
still up in the air but we will have them as quickly as 
possible after the Evaluations are done. 
 
FOR EVALUATIONS: 

• Cheer will have a short orientation on Saturday at 10 
am,. You don't need to come except for this time. 

• Basketball players can choose one of the three days 
to come have their evaluations done. 

• Evals will be done on their shooting, passing, and 
dribbling skills. 

• Evaluations shouldn't last more than 20 minutes at 
the max. 
 
Again, we're so excited for Upward Basketball & Cheer 
2022. If you have any questions, please let me know and 
we will try to answer them to the best of our ability. 

Peace & Grace, 
Tori Armstrong 

Upward League Director 

CHOIR CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

The choir Christmas Party will be at the home of David 
and Nancy West on Wednesday, December 15th at 6:00 
P.M. If you have not signed up, please call Nancy at  
445-0701. 


