
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tithes and Offerings… 
The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now more vital than 
ever.  Although you can bring your offerings with you to church on Sunday, 
you can also mail them or give online. Checks can be mailed to P.O. Box 452, 
Dyersburg, TN 38025, online @ https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate, or scan 
the following QR code with your phone. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship… 
 

Joshua Bernheisel 
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Clare Bernheisel 

Visual Technician 
 

Acolytes 
 

Crossbearer 
 

Parish Choir 
 

Roy Tipton 
Soloist 

 
Sarah Jean 

 Music Associate 
 

Dakota Hill 
 Director of Music & Worship Arts 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

Pastor 
 

 
 
Music shared this morning by the Parish Choir is taken from Ceremony 
of Candles written by Joseph Martin. Words printed in the worship 
guide are printed with permission under CCLI License # 702060. 
 

 
A prayer for the beginning of the service: 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

 and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

A prayer for the conclusion of the service: 
 

Bless and sanctify this sacrifice of praise which is offered unto you,  
O Lord. Mercifully receive the prayers of your people and grant that they 

may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, 
and may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill them; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 

An Order for Worship at 10:15 a.m. 
 

Third Sunday of Advent  December 12, 2021 
 
╬ Please stand as you are able.  
 
Prelude Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella  arr. Joel Raney 
  
Greeting (in unison) 

Righteous one, to you alone we lift our souls; in you alone, we 
place our trust; for you alone we wait all day long. For you are 
the God of our salvation, abounding in mercy and steadfast love. 
Help us remain alert and watchful for the coming of your 
promised one – the one who comes with power and glory, the 
one drawing near to bring our salvation. Amen. 

 
╬ Processional Carol 240  MENDELSSOHN 

  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 

  verse 1 Women, verse 2 Men, verse 3 All  
 
Advent Wreath Meditation  
  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel.                                         
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Celebration of Young Disciples    

 Afterward, children ages 3 through 1st grade may join Ms. Tori 
in the back of the sanctuary for Children’s Church. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Sunday, December 12 
 Third  Sunday of Advent 
 8:45 a.m. First Cup 
 9:00 a.m. Christmas Breakfast 
 10:15 a.m. Worship 
 5:00 p.m. Plum Pudding Festival 
   
Monday, December 13 
 5:30 p.m. Pickleball @ FLC 
 
Tuesday, December 14 
 9:30 a.m. Yoga @ FLC 
 6:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball @ FLC 
 
Wednesday, December 15 
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast - Fell. Hall 
 5:05 p.m. Handbells – Music Suite 
 
Thursday, December 16 
 12:30 p.m. Community Assistance  
 



Bringing Our Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory Music   Parish Choir 

Hear that glorious song in the distance, carried on the wings of 
praise. Soon the heavens will shout and proclaim it. All the earth 
will celebrate. Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming; prepare the way! 
See the light of the sun in the distance. See the hope that wakes 
the day. Soon the morning will greet the Messiah. All the earth 
will celebrate. Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming; prepare the way! 
Lift a joyful hymn of gladness. Let the alleluias start, for Messiah 
soon will be coming. Love will rule in every heart. Hear the 
glorious song in the distance, sweeping cross the hills and plains, 
telling all that Messiah is coming. Soon the King will come and 
reign! 

 
╬ Doxology 95                                                     OLD 100TH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Act of Praise Parish Choir 

The people who in darkness walk will see a wondrous light; and 
soon the long-awaited Son will bring their faith to sight. A Star 
will shine upon the world and end the rule of night. O tidings of 
comfort and joy, comfort and joy. O tidings of comfort and joy. 
Come, O come Emmanuel. The prophets of the covenant have 
searched the eastern sky; and soon the Son of God will come in 
glory from on high. Lift up your heads ye mighty gates; redemption 
draweth nigh. O tidings of comfort and joy. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel. Now let the world with 
joy declare the coming of the Son. Let all creation sing as one and 
share what God has done. For God will send a Morning star to 
shine on every one. O tidings of comfort and joy.  

 
╬ Scripture Lesson Luke 3:1-18 CEB                                       

In the fifteenth year of the rule of the emperor Tiberius - when 
Pontius Pilate was governor over Judea and Herod was ruler over 
Galilee, his brother Philip was ruler over Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias was ruler over Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas - God’s word came to John, son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. 3 John went throughout the region of the Jordan 
River, calling for people to be baptized to show that they were 
changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their 
sins. 4 This is just as it was written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, A voice crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way 
for the Lord; make his paths straight. 5 Every valley will be filled, 
and every mountain and hill will be leveled. The crooked will be 
made straight and the rough places made smooth. 6 All humanity 
will see God’s salvation.” 7 Then John said to the crowds who came 
to be baptized by him, “You children of snakes! Who warned you 
to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 8 Produce 
fruit that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t 

even think about saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell 
you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s children from these 
stones. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every 
tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and 
tossed into the fire.” 10 The crowds asked him, “What then should 
we do?” 11 He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must share with 
the one who has none, and whoever has food must do the same.” 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to him, 
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He replied, “Collect no more 
than you are authorized to collect.” 14 Soldiers asked, “What about 
us? What should we do?” He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass 
anyone, and be satisfied with your pay.” 15 The people were filled 
with expectation, and everyone wondered whether John might be 
the Christ. 16 John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, 
but the one who is more powerful than me is coming. I’m not 
worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from 
the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and 
bring the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire 
that can’t be put out.” 18 With many other words, John appealed to 
them, proclaiming good news to the people. 
 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon  
 
An Advent Credo (sung) Parish Choir 

I believe in joy. I believe in the promise of morning. I believe that 
Christ will come and wipe our tears away. I believe in hope. I 
believe in the life everlasting. I believe that Christ will come and 
bring a bright new day. Lord, in my heart, I believe. When the 
darkness falls around me, in the still of the night, when shadows all 
surround me, faith will lead me to the morning light. I believe in 
peace. I believe in a song of tomorrow. I believe that Christ will 
come and war shall be no more. I believe in love. I believe in the 
grace that unites us. I believe that Christ will come in glory from 
above. I believe in joy. I believe in peace. Lord, I believe. 

╬ Carol 239 Silent Night STILLE NACHT 

  verse 1 All, verse 2 Choir, verse 3 All 
                    
╬ Announcements & Blessing 
  
Choral Blessing  Parish Choir 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan. Earth stood hard 
as iron, water like a stone. Snow had fallen, snow on snow, in the 
bleak midwinter, long ago. Our God, heaven cannot hold Him nor 
earth sustain. Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to 
reign. In the bleak midwinter, a stable place sufficed the Lord God 
Almighty, Jesus Christ! What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I 
were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. If I were a wise man, I 
would do my part. What can I give Him? Give Him my heart. 

 

Logo Inspired by Close to Home Theme 

As we brainstormed imagery to convey this theme, we were drawn to 
architectural blueprints as a visual symbol and theological metaphor. 
Blueprints are tangible glimpses of a vision actively and intentionally 
pursued. They are precise, and will inevitably be revised. Blueprints give 
builders the information they need to bring a dream to life. In many 
ways, the Advent scriptures are like blueprints— detailing the dreams of 
a God who makes a home with us.  

The icon in our Close to Home logo conveys a theological concept of 
home. The hands express our deep longing for connection, intimacy, 
and for God to come close. As the hands—representing both God’s 
hands and the hands of humanity—draw closer to one another, they form 
a structure of home. The home structure is not one dimensional; it 
expands outward, with a doorway offering an open invitation to us all. 
The hands break through the house structure, centering human 
connection and mirroring the inbreaking of God in our lives. The logo 
is both structural and personal, comforting and nostalgic - reminding us 
of the ways God’s home is close but not yet complete.  

 - shared from Sanctified Art	
 

 
 
 

 


