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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning 
at 10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media 
or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United 
Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

PASTORAL THOUGHTS 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 A.M. 

Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 
Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class-

Classroom 204  
 All Ages and Stages Class is 

designed for all adults. 
 

9:15 am Koinonia Class - 
Koinonia classroom 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
 

VIDEO RECORDER 
David Wagner 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
I hope that your heart was as moved as mine was as our children shared what they 
love about their church, and as their parents shared their hopes and dreams for the 
future of our congregation in worship last Sunday.  If you weren’t able to attend 
church, or if you attended the 8:15 service, I highly recommend listening to the 
service online so that you can hear what they had to say.  It was so encouraging to 
hear our young people share their enthusiasm for their church experiences, and to 
hear their parents share their hearts for the growth of our congregation in ways both 
old and new.   
 
I pray that you will join us this Sunday as we celebrate Thanksgiving together, 
offering our gratitude to God for all that we have and all that we are. 
 
Finally, I offer a gentle reminder that if you have not turned in your Estimate of 
Giving Card it’s not too late!!  You are welcome to bring it by the church office, 
mail it to us, or share your pledge online at https://fumcdyersburg.com/my-pledge. 
 
As we prepare for my favorite holiday, know that I am so grateful for each and 
every one of you! 
 

With gratitude, 
 

Mary Beth  

Advent & Christmas Schedule 

 

Our Advent and Christmas season begins on Sunday, November 28th and concludes 
on Epiphany Sunday,  January 2nd. For these six weeks, there will only be one 
worship service at 10:15 a.m. Sunday School will still take place at 9:00 a.m. and 
Fellowship Time will be at 9:45 a.m. If you have any questions, please call the 
church office at 731-285-6454.  

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://fumcdyersburg.com/my-pledge


“When In Our Worship God Is Glorified” 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
George Robertson 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Alinda Sledge - friend of Sally Maddox 
Bill Jordan 
George Goldsby 
Nancy Johnson - Tammy Jowers’ mother 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway 
 Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & her husband 

Tori Armstrong’s step-dad 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Louise  Hendrix 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

O God Beyond All Praising 
 

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send, 
at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.  

 
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 

and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 

to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.  

 
 

Michael Perry (1942-1996) was born in Beckenham, Kent, 
England, where he served as Vicar of Tonbridge and a 
canon of Rochester Cathedral. One of England’s most 
promising hymn writers, he worked as editor and director 
of Jubilate Hymns until an inoperable brain tumor led to 
his untimely death in December 1996.  
 
“O God beyond all praising” was written specifically for 
the melody THAXTED in 1982, a composition by the early 
20th-century British composer Gustav Holst (1874-1934). 
This tune is normally associated in the U.K. with a more 
patriotic text. Perry composed the text, he said, “in 
response to a call for alternative words that would be more 
appropriate for Christian worship.”  
 
Perry faced a formidable challenge in composing a text to 
such a stately theme, especially one that bears an 
association with a text that combines patriotic and religious 
fervor. To meet this challenge, he created a majestic hymn 
of praise that is biblically rooted. For example, the final 
line of the second stanza, “our sacrifice of praise,” come 
directly from Psalm 116:17 and Hebrews 13:15. In stanza 
one, the phrase, “wait upon your word,” echoes Psalm 
130:5. Another phrase from stanza one, “for we can only 
wonder at every gift you send,” resounds in the spirit of 
James 1:17.  
 
It is hard to underestimate the fervor that this text/tune 
combination inspires in the British homeland. It is often 
sung at Remembrance Day services, and Princess Diana 
requested it for her wedding in 1981. The song was 
repeated for her funeral in 1997 and again for the 10th 
anniversary observance of her death in 2007.  
 
Shared from Discipleship Ministries “History of Hymns” 

       
Grace and Peace, 

Dakota Hill 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND NEEDS HELP 

This year through the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, our 
church has helped 147  families with a total of 
$11,921.19 toward utilities, rent, medical needs, and 
transportation. The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is 
running low on funds. If you feel led to support this 
ministry of the church, you can donate in many ways. 
You can mail a check, drop off money or put money in 
the offering plate on Sundays. Please mark ‘Pastor’s 
Discretionary’ in the memo line of checks. You can also 
donate online https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate. You 
can text ‘pdoff’ to 731-207-8878, if you have set up an 
account for the church through ShelbyNext. Thank you 
for your continued support!  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
Would you like to order a poinsettia in memory or in honor 
of a loved one? Poinsettias will be displayed in the 
sanctuary starting Sunday, December 19. This year 
poinsettias will be sold by the church and proceeds will go 
to the Flower Fund. Poinsettias are $20. You can place your 
order by scanning the QR code below. The deadline to 
place an order is Sunday, December 12, 2021.  
 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate


PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY 
 

The Prayer Quilt Ministry needs people who can: 
 use sewing machines  
 iron  
 thread needles 
 tie knots.  
 
The group meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 
1:00 pm in the Family Life Center.  
 
If you are interested, please contact Barbara Stephens at 
731-676-7194. 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong Spaghetti Supper 

 
The big youth fundraiser is here! Spaghetti Supper is 
right around the corner. Come join us for a nice 
warm meal before the Dyersburg Christmas Parade. 
If you can’t stop or stay for the event, then pick up a 
to-go order.  
 
All the money raised from this event will go to 

support our youth group. These funds will be used to help 
offset the cost of various activities throughout the year. 
This year the money has been used to help offset the cost 
for activities such as:  Curriculum for UMYF, a new gaga 
pit, Fall Retreat, the Back to School Bash, and 
miscellaneous expenses throughout the year.   
 
          The youth are  selling tickets this week! If you 
don’t catch one of them, we will have youth sitting in the 
Connection Center before Sunday School selling tickets. 
You can also order online this year by using the QR code 
found below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 If you have any questions or concerns about the 
Spaghetti Supper, please contact Emily Sprunger. The 
youth thank you for your continued love and support.  
 
If you would like to provide a dessert for the  Spaghetti 
Supper, please click on the  link below. 
https://dyersburgfumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/b455db3c-e910-40bc-81a3-cf6adb4ee460 
 

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 
GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS 

The Salvation Army would like to give older children 
$15 gift cards for Christmas. To make this possible, 
they need our help. Gift cards can be from Walmart and 
fast food places like Chick-Fil-A and McDonald’s. Last 
year the Salvation Army noticed there was a big need 
and want from the children for small $3 throw blankets 
from Walmart. Gift cards and throw blankets can be 
taken to the Salvation Army or dropped off at the 
church in the Connect Center. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
United Methodist Women is the largest denominational 
faith organization for women with approximately 800,000 
members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, 
developing leaders and advocating for justice. 
 
Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs 
and projects related to women, children and youth in the 
United States and in more than 100 countries around the 
world. 
  
Our local United Methodist Women are here and active, 
and would love for you to join them!  If you are interested 
in learning more about your local United Methodist 
Women or in being active with us, you can call the church 
office and leave your number, or contact Nancy Hardin at 
cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com or at 731-612-2289. 

Areas of Need: 
- Sunday Morning K-2nd Grade Teacher 12/5 12/12 
12/19 12/26 
- Sunday Morning Nursery Assistant 11/21 11/28 12/5 
12/12 12/19 12/26  
- Sunday Evening K-2nd Grade Teacher 12/5 12/12 
12/19  
- Sunday Evening 3rd-6th Grade Teacher 12/5 12/12 
12/19 
- Wednesday Evening Nursery Assistant 11/30 12/8 
12/15 

 

Events: 
- Thanksgiving 11/25 
- Progressive Dinner 11/28 
- Spaghetti Supper 11/29 
- Advent Workshop 12/1 
- Plum Pudding 12/12 
- Upward Evaluations 12/13 12/17 12/18 
- Kids' Night In 12/18 
- Children’s Christmas Eve Service 12/24 
 

This is a busy and exciting time for our church as a 
whole and with your families. We hope that you'll make 
sure to take time with each other and possibly join us 
with the above events and  service opportunities.  
 

We hope you will have a blessed time with your families 
this week and will get to see God moving in and around 
you all. 
 

https://dyersburgfumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/b455db3c-e910-40bc-81a3-cf6adb4ee460
https://dyersburgfumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/b455db3c-e910-40bc-81a3-cf6adb4ee460
mailto:cathcartsantanahardin@yahoo.com


 
 

 

#13490 
Periodicals 

 Paid at  
Dyersburg, TN 

Weekly published by 

First United Methodist Church 
100 McGaughey, P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38024 

Church: 731-285-6454, Family Life Center: 731-285-4794 
Web Page—www.fumcdyersburg.com 

Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC  
Sunday, November 21, 2021 

Thanksgiving Sunday 
 

Joel 2:21-27 
Psalm 126 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Matthew 6:25-33 

 
8:15 am Worship 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup 
10:15 am Worship 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

 preaching 
 

Exceptional hospitality may seem like a small thing, 
but in a world of broken and lonely people it can 
make all the difference in the world.  When we 
welcome guests/visitors we are representing the love 
of Christ to them. 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team 

RECORD OF LOYALTY  (11/14/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  151 
In Person Worship   161 
Sunday School 69
   
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $24,154.81 
Needed to Date  $721,981.05 
Received to Date $652,837.97 
 
Communion Offering 11/7     $1,301 
Reelfoot Rural Ministries                   11/14       $125 

LIFELINE BLOOD DRIVE FOR FUMC 
The church is hosting a blood drive for Lifeline! Donate 
blood at their new facility November 21st – 28th .  Let’s 
see how many pints we can donate from our church 
family and friends.  
Lifeline Blood Services is located at 1130 Highway 51 
Bypass, Suite 19 and 20, Dyersburg, TN 38024. 

FUMC FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR  
NOVEMBER 

 
1. Baked Beans 
2. Carrots 
3. Pork and Beans 
4. Chicken Noodle Soup 
5. Tomato Soup 
6. Vegetable Beef Soup 
7. Vegetable Soup 
 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Billy and Janice Stafford Janie Stafford 

Tuesday Morning Is Coming! 
 

Are you fifty years young or older? If so, there’s a new 
group just for you. It’s called “Tuesday Morning.” 
Please join us on Tuesday, Dec. 7th at 11:55 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall for a festive Christmas luncheon to kick 
off our new Tuesday Morning Club. 
 
We’ll enjoy a meal and fellowship as we gather ideas and 
plan for what YOU would like this group to be and do. 
Please sign up by Dec. 1st. Sign-up sheets will be located 
in the Connect Center and in the adult Sunday School 
classrooms.  


