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The Word 

Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 

My sincere and earnest prayer in my quiet time this morning was to be able to 
keep up with all the wonderful things that are happening in and around our 
church over the next several weeks! 
 

There are two things in particular that I want to make you aware of for next 
week. 
 

The first is that we will begin our Stewardship Season this Sunday, October 23.  
We are at a crucial point at DFUMC as the Discernment Team seeks God’s 
wisdom for the future of our life together. It is a time of heightened anxiety and 
intense worry, and yet we are still called to do the work of the church.  Much of 
that work is to offer grace, mercy, and compassion to our brothers and sisters 
who are already part of our church family and to those whom we pray will 
become part of our church family.  In the month of October our Evangelism 
Team hosted pizza parties for our Preschool Families, showing radical 
hospitality to almost 100 adults and children.  We provided fifty cleaning 
buckets to UMCOR this month and gave nearly $1500 to five local elementary 
and primary schools.  Every week our Pastor’s Discretionary Fund feeds hungry 
people, keeps water running, and bridges the gap when there isn’t enough to pay 
the rent.  Friends, this kind of ministry doesn’t happen by chance. It happens 
because faithful Christians choose to walk the walk of discipleship rather than 
merely talking the talk.  There are countless other examples of the way that this 
church has ministered to its neighbors and needs to continue ministering to its 
neighbors. Please prayerfully consider what God is asking you to give in 2023 
to continue the vital ministries of DFUMC. 
 

The second is that on Monday, October 24, we will host Charge Conference for 
the United Methodist churches in Dyer and Lake Counties.  Our primary 
business will be a time of worship led by our District Superintendent, Dr. David 
Weatherly, and my prayer is that you will join us at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
both to worship and to show hospitality to our guests from our sister 
congregations.  We will also be caring for some administrative details that must 
be addressed annually.  I believe that this will be an uplifting and inspiring time 
together and I hope that everyone will make plans to attend. 
 

Please continue to hold the Discernment Team in deep prayer.  You will find the 
latest Discernment Team Report included in the newsletter.  We meet again on 
Monday, October 24 at 5:30 pm. 
 

With gratitude, 
Mary Beth 
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GREETERS FOR OCTOBER 

Sandy Prince 
David Hayes 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 23 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or 
our Facebook page at Dyersburg 
First United Methodist Church. 
You can also watch previous 
sermons on either site.  

PIZZA PARTY 
Koinonia Sunday School Class will have their class Pizza Party in the 
Fellowship Hall on Thursday, October 27 at 5:30 pm. To sign up call Nancy 
West at 731-445-0701 or Delores Jones at 731-676-8779. 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


RECORD OF LOYALTY (10/16/22) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  90 
In Person Worship  126 
Sunday School 80 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $11,530.00 
Needed to Date  $858,056.77 
Received to Date $505,986.20 

7th-12th graders join us for the fall 
retreat at Lakeshore Camp and 
Retreat Center November 11-13th. 
We will leave the church at 4:45 
pm on Friday, November 11th and 

will return Sunday, November 13th around 1 pm. It’s 
going to be an awesome weekend full of fun and 
fellowship! Please sign up by October 14th. 
 

Cost will be $85 per person for the weekend. Money will 
be collected at a later date. 
 

*If you cannot come until Saturday, 
arrangements can be made so you can 
still come for the rest of the weekend. 
tinyurl.com/Fumcyouthlakeshore 

Hello,  
 

Youth, do you enjoy bonfires, Gaga ball, and 
packing trunk or treat bags? Join us on October 
30th in the Family Life Center parking lot for our 
fall celebration. We will pack trunk or treat bags 
for our October service project. Then we will play 
Gaga ball and enjoy a bonfire.  
 

This week we will continue our series “Real” by 
discussing how real friends comfort each other. We 

will talk about ways that we can comfort our friends 
during hard times. See you this week!  
  

Upcoming events:  
Wednesday, October 26th: Dayspring 6 - 7:30 pm  
Sunday, October 30th: Youth Bonfire 5:30 - 8 pm 
  

Check out our link tree to see all things youth!  
https://linktr.ee/fumcdyersburgyouth 

 C O R N E R  by Lenae Baldwin Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

YOUTH LASAGNA SUPPER FUNDRAISER 
It’s Lasagna Supper season! The Lasagna Supper will be 
November 28th from 4:30 - 6:30 pm. Tickets are $7. All 
money raised will go to the youth program. There are lots 
of ways you can help support the supper: 
 
1. Join us for a night of fellowship and 

Lasagna November 28th from 4:30 - 
6:30 pm. Tickets can be purchased from 
a youth or you can buy them online by 
texting “supper” to 731-207-8878 or 
using this link: https://tinyurl.com/Lasagnasupper 

2. We will provide homemade desserts with every plate. 
If you love baking, we would love you to make a 
dessert. Desserts can be dropped off  on November 
27th or 28th before noon. Please make sure it serves 
at least 10 people. You can sign up to bring a dessert 

here: https://tinyurl.com/Youthdessert. 

Youth families please sign up for a shift!   
https://tinyurl.com/Lasagnasuppershifts 

Our October communion offering for World Communion 
Sunday help with construction of the parsonage in Mika, 
Tanzania. Thank you for your contribution of $705 to 
help make this a reality.  Your offerings are making a 
difference!! 
 

Although it seems a bit soon to talk about Christmas, it’s 
not too soon to begin collecting $15 Walmart gift cards 
for the Salvation Army to put in their gift baskets for 
families and stockings for children. They have asked for 
our assistance in this Ministry, so please consider picking 
some up as you go along over the next couple of months. 
You can bring them to the church and Mission team 
members will get them to the Salvation Army. Thank you 
in advance! 
 

As always, if you know of a ministry opportunity, please 
let us know. Together we can all make a difference from 
across the ocean to right here in Dyer County! 
 

Your Mission Team  

Mission Moment 

Hospitality Corner 
From the Evangelism Team 

When we attempt to keep the 
commandment to love your 
neighbor as yourself, we must 
realize that one imperfect, sinful 
person is attempting to love 

tinyurl.com/Fumcyouthlakeshore
https://linktr.ee/fumcdyersburgyouth
https://tinyurl.com/Lasagnasupper
https://tinyurl.com/Youthdessert
https://tinyurl.com/Lasagnasuppershifts


Hello Church Family! 
 

How To Set Your Family Values 
 

Every family has a rhythm.  
 

For some families, morning is crazy. 
 

Dinner may happen all together, you may have one parent 
who works at night, or sports or other activities may have 
you running in different directions.  
 

Bedtime for some families is, well, crazy.  
In other words, your family may look different than 
another family because of schedules or basic wiring.   
 

But if you look closely at what your family does and 
when, you may find there are consistent things that 
happen every day or week. 
 

You get up. 
You are on the go. 
You eat. 
You sleep.  
 

The rhythm in your home sets your family values. 
Read More: https://theparentcue.org/how-to-set-your-
family-values/ 
  

                      -------------------------------------- 
So, here again are the links for a lot of the upcoming 
events for KidMin and the Church Families! 
  

Trunk-or-Treat: https://min.link/97f 
 

Upward Volunteers:  https://min.link/8nB 
Upward Coach/Refs: https://min.link/9Kd 
Upward Player Registration: https://min.link/928 
  

KidMin Lock-In Registration: https://min.link/9BY 
 

KidMin LinkTree: 
https://linktr.ee/FUMCDyersburhKidMin 
  

NEW KIDMIN SCHEDULE COMING OUT ON 
SUNDAY! 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 285-6454, when you get to the 
FLC. 

Hello FUMC, 

Our first evening of youth choirs went 
great last night!  Thank you so much to all 

the parents who brought your kiddos to church.   

We had a large group in attendance from grades K – 5 for 
Children’s Music at 5:30 pm.  The boys and girls enjoyed 
playing handbells, lummi sticks and drums.  We played 
“name that tune!”  We sang “God Is So Good” and even 
named a few ways in which God IS Good!   

The Youth Music at 5:00 pm had a much smaller group 
but they enjoyed playing handbells and singing.  The best 
part about this group is they stayed to help me with the 
Children’s Group.  What great assistants they were!   

Both groups will play handbells during a worship service 
in November.  All are welcome!  Kid Min/Children’s 
Music is for Grades K – 6.  Kid Min (Sundays) begins at 
4 pm and comes to music at 5:30 pm.  They are finished 
by 6 pm.  Youth Music is for Grades 6 – 12 and has music 
at 5:00 pm (Sundays) and may leave at 5:30 pm or stay to 
help with the younger group until 6 pm. 

Adult Handbells is from 5 to 5:45 pm most Wednesdays 
(watch for reminders).  Grades Sixth thru Adults are 
welcome to come.  This group will also play for Worship 
in November. 

Parish Choir will meet each Wednesday from 5:45 - 6:45 
pm.  We have a great core group of eight to ten each 
week.  We would like to have a much larger group!  
Please consider joining us!  You don’t have to sing a solo.  
You don’t have to sing on pitch (LOL).   

Peace and Love, 
Kathy 

 

by Kathy Kail 

HOW DO I GET THE E-NEWSLETTER? 
If you would like to  have the newsletter emailed to you 
weekly, sign up at fumcdyersburg.com/media/newsletters 
located at the bottom of the page under “Subscribe to our 
weekly newsletter.” 

 EVANGELISM TEAM REQUESTS FOR  
TRUNK OR TREAT 

We are collecting "Take Home Dinners in a Bag" for the 
Trunk or Treat event.  A "Dinner in a Bag" consists of 
one jar of spaghetti sauce, one bag or box of spaghetti 
noodles, and one box of saltine crackers.  The bags will 
be offered one per family. Please put your food items in a 
Walmart or Kroger bag (or any easy to carry plastic bag). 
We will collect the bags in the Connect Center just inside 
the Troy Street parking lot door.  Thank you in advance 
for your generous donations.   
 

---The E-Team--- 

https://theparentcue.org/how-to-set-your-family-values/
https://theparentcue.org/how-to-set-your-family-values/
https://min.link/97f
https://min.link/8nB
https://min.link/9Kd
https://min.link/928
https://min.link/9BY
https://min.link/9BY
https://min.link/9BY
https://linktr.ee/FUMCDyersburhKidMin
https://fumcdyersburg.com/media/newsletters


Discernment Team Report 
October 10, 2022 

 
The Dyersburg FUMC Discernment Team gathered for its second meeting on October 10, 2022, at 5:30 pm in the Koi-
nonia Classroom. All members were present with the exception of David Hayes, who was unavailable and requested that 
we meet in his absence. 
 
Our grounding scripture for our time together was Romans 12: 1-2: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on 
the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasona-
ble act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
 
We noted that Bishop McAlilly has set dates for two called Annual Conference sessions to be held online for the sole 
purpose of voting on disaffiliations in the Tennessee Western Kentucky (TWK) Conference.  Those dates are May 22, 
2023, and November 13, 2023.  The group agreed to revise our Discernment Team timeline to meet the deadlines for the 
May 22, 2023, called Annual Conference should the team recommend that Dyersburg FUMC hold a disaffiliation vote.  
This means that we will make our final recommendation to Church Council by February 21, 2023. 
 
We also noted that the Discernment Team report from September 27, 2022, said that “Paragraph 2553 named December 
31, 2022, as the deadline for disaffiliation.”  This is incorrect.  In fact, Paragraph 2553 names December 31, 2023, as the 
deadline for disaffiliation.   
 
We continued with a time of learning more about discernment using definitions from Ruth Haley Barton’s book, Pursu-
ing God’s Will Together, and Morris and Olsen’s book, Discerning God’s Will Together.  We learned about the need to 
engage in discernment in solitude by tending to our own spiritual practices and the need to engage in discernment in 
community, which is the work that we are doing in our Discernment Team meetings.  Finally, we learned about the need 
to discern by listening to others, which is the goal of our upcoming surveys and our listening sessions.   
 
We also took the time to share with each other the gifts that we bring to the discernment process, and we noted the deep 
commitment that each person expressed to Dyersburg FUMC, as well as the deep and abiding love that each person 
holds for this congregation.   
 
One of the concerns that we shared in our team is the lack of what we perceive to be “neutral” information available both 
to us as the Discernment Team and what we can recommend to the congregation.  This concern was an invitation for us 
to pause and consider the role of the Discernment Team as it relates to the congregation—should we offer as much infor-
mation as possible from “both sides” or should we seek to offer information that we perceive to be more neutral in na-
ture? We agreed to continue this conversation in our next meeting. 
 
We also agreed that, in our next meeting, we would create a covenant for our life together as the Discernment Team. 
 
We will meet again on October 24th at 5:30 pm in the Koinonia classroom, immediately prior to our Charge Conference 
meeting, which will be held at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.   
 
We are thankful for the prayers that we know are undergirding our work and ask that you continue in fervent prayer for 
each of us and for the work that we are doing together.  We are of one mind that we are not in this work to change each 
other’s mind but to prepare ourselves to listen in a holy and faithful way to the hearts of the congregation so that we 
might do the will of God and nothing else. 
 
 

Humbly and graciously, 
 

The Dyersburg FUMC Discernment Team 

 
 



MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Polly White Paul & Kay Fields 
Polly White Fred & Ellen Moore 
Polly White Randy & Sandy Prince 
Polly White Patsye Anne Thurmon 
Polly White Brad & Sandy Baker 
Polly White Tom & Elizabeth Pritchard 
 

PANTRY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Polly White Joan Gilliland 
Polly White Bobbie & Raney Webb 

  

GENERAL FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Polly White  VA Association of Free Clinics 
 

MUSIC FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Polly White Dakota Hill and Family 
 

YOUTH FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Polly White Dob & Stephanie Johnson 
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Sunday, October 23, 2022 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Joel 2:23-32 
Psalms 65 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 

 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Jimmy Wilkes 
Jerry Brewer 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

Needs for October:  
Peanut Butter 
Grape Jelly 
Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Corn  

*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 


