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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning 
at 10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media 
or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United 
Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

PASTORAL THOUGHTS 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 A.M. 

Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 
Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class-

Classroom 204  
 All Ages and Stages Class is 

designed for all adults. 
 

9:15 am Koinonia Class - 
Koinonia classroom 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 
 

VIDEO RECORDER 
Walt Bradshaw 

 
 

Life, Liberty, and  
the Pursuit of Happiness 

 
Do you know where the phrase “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” 

comes from?  Why of course you do, it is from the Declaration of Independence and 
is considered by some as part of one of the most well crafted, influential sentences 
in the history of the English language.  These three aspects listed: life, liberty, the 
pursuit of happiness, are among the "unalienable rights" or sovereign rights of 
humans. 

 We pretty much know what life and liberty are, but happiness is a little harder 
to define. Equality, democracy, liberty, and freedom are what we expect from our 
Founding Patriots. But the pursuit of happiness in not what you would expect.  But 
you see, no matter how intellectually gifted you are, how on fire for freedom you 
are, or how passionate for social change, at some crucial point, at some center of 
your humanity, all you want to do, all you want to feel, all you want is to be happy. 
It is such a powerful and sought after emotion that Jesus started one of his most 
famous sermons, the Beatitudes, with a litany of “Happy are those who . . 
.” (Matthew 5:1-12).  

But happiness does not come neatly packaged in 24 hour increments. Happiness 
comes in unexpected spurts and momentary bursts. Happiness is woven into the 
fabric of our lives as an infusion of God’s grace. Happiness is not something we 
“find.” Happiness is something we cultivate on a daily basis, not for itself, but as 
part of a larger mission, a mission which, sometimes surprises us with an 
unexpected bumper crop of happiness. 

In the eighteenth century, when the “pursuit of happiness” phrase was coined, 
the buzzword “happiness” was loaded with meaning and while eighteenth century 
philosophers applauded the pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness, another figure of 
the time, the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, equated “happiness” with the 
way to “holiness.” His phrase was “holiness is happiness,” and over 70 of his 
sermons referenced and recommended “happiness” as the goal of the Christian life.  

But for Wesley “happiness” means more than “feeling good.” “Happiness” 
means “pleasing God.” The Apostle Paul knew the importance of “pleasing God” in 
order to find joy and happiness in life. Paul has no interest in living to please people. 
Paul seeks the stamp of “approval” from none but God. Neither offering flattery to 
others nor gaining praise for himself is part of Paul’s mission. Paul’s mission lays 
out what matters most: Pleasing God… 

Do you accept that the only way to true and lasting happiness is found in 
pleasing God?  If not, where else can you find it?  If you do believe this and 
endeavor to live your life pleasing God, then you are probably going  invariably to  
make some people unhappy.  What a choice to be made!  Please God or please 
people?  Choose wisely, and you will find true happiness. 

 
Reprint  of David Russell’s article from 10/19/11 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
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RECORD OF LOYALTY  (10/3/21/) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  207 
In Person Worship   107 
Sunday School 30
   
 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $12,809.81 
Needed to Date  $627,809.61 
Received to Date $524,849.11 
 

COMMUNION OFFERING 
 

FOR                         Transitions $837.00 
 
 

“When In Our Worship God Is Glorified” 

 
 

Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Cherry Robertson 
Alinda Sledge - friend of Sally Maddox 
Bill Jordan 
George Goldsby 
Nancy Johnson - Tammy Jowers’ mother 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway 
 Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & her husband 

Tori Armstrong’s step-dad 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Frankie Carroll - Janie Stafford’s friend 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Louise  Hendrix 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!  
Thou art the potter, I am the clay.  

Mold me and make me  after thy will,  
while I am waiting, yielded and still.  

 
Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!  

Search me and try me, Savior today!  
Wash me just now, Lord, wash me just now,  

as in thy presence humbly I bow.  
 

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!  
Wounded and weary, help me I pray!  

Power, all power, surely is thine!  
Touch me and heal me, Savior divine!  

 
Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!  

Hold o'er my being absolute sway.  
Fill with thy Spirit till all shall see  
Christ only, always, living in me!  

 
Adelaide Pollard wrote the text of this hymn after attending a 
prayer service in 1902. She had dreamed of being in the 
mission field in Africa, but was unable to go due to financial 
instability. When she heard an elderly woman at the prayer 
meeting say, “It really doesn’t matter what you do with us 
Lord, just have your own way with our lives,” Pollard was 
inspired. She wrote all four stanzas that night before bed. The 
line which says, “Thou art the Potter, I am the clay,” was 
inspired by the story of the potter in Jeremiah 18:3. The text 
surrenders all control to the Lord, invoking his spirit to 
cleanse, mold, and transform.  

 Grace and Peace, 
Dakota 

     TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also 
mail them or give online. Checks can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, online at https://
fumcdyersburg.com/donate, or scan the following QR 
code with your phone. 
  

 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate
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GENERAL FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Emmalene Yates   Lewis and Amanda Jenkins 
 

PANTRY FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Dot and Tommy Navin Eddie and Vicki Dunagan 
 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Emmalene Yates Hubert and Delores Jones 
 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

If you would like a digital 
copy of the Head, Hands, 
and Heart form, use the QR 
Code to the left. 

QR CODE FOR HEAD, HANDS, AND HEART 

 C O R N E R by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

UPCOMING: 
No UMYF or Dayspring next week due to Fall 

Break 
October 22-24th- Fall Retreat 

  
The Lord is God, and God has given us light; 

Bind the festival sacrifice to the horns of the altar 
with cords. 

Psalm 118:27 

 One of my favorite devotionals is a book called 
Streams in the Desert. Part of it is that I’m an extremely 
emotional person, and it’s extremely emotional. It deals 
with sadness, regret, and missing people. As an angsty 
teenager, I loved it. Recently, I was drawn back to it and 
one of the verses - Psalm 118:27. The whole devotional 
talked about being bound, that we should be bound to the 
altar. It talked about how we should pray to the Holy 
Spirit that we are so bound to the cross and what it 
means to us that we don’t waiver. Pray that we are so 
filled with the Holy Spirit that our faith pours over inside 
us. 
  
 What if we as a group of believers were so full 
of Jesus that it just poured out? What does that look like? 
What would you look like, if you were so full of 
Jesus?  Like you couldn’t hide the Jesus in you, like you 
lived like someone that knew they were so loved that the 
Son of God died a humiliating and painful death for 
them.   
  
 However, we can’t just do that. We can’t just 
flip a switch. The reality is that we are all bound to 
something, even if it isn’t God. We all have roots 
somewhere. Before we get filled with the spirit, we need 
to start the work it takes so we aren’t bound to something 
we shouldn’t be. God is bright; God is light. There is a 
light that only God has. He wants to shine on the dark 
parts of our life, but we have to put in the work. We have 
to make space in us, for the Holy Spirit to start filling. So 
we can have so much Jesus- that y’all, we just can’t hold 
it in.  
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20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Psalm 22:1-15 

Hebrews 4:12-16 
Mark 10:17-31 

 
8:15 am Worship 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup 
10:15 am Worship 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

 preaching 
 

FUMC FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR  
OCTOBER 

 
1. Corn 
2. Pasta Sauce 
3. Beef Stew 
4. Crackers 
5. Toothpaste 
 

 

By offering generous, radical hospitality, we are making 
the world just a little more like the kingdom of God.  We 
are Christ’s ambassadors to all of our guests/visitors . 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team 
WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT FUMC 

 
 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship  
 8:45 am First Cup 
 9:00 am   Sunday School 
 9:45 am First Cup 
 10:15 am  Worship 
 1:00 pm Charge Conference via Zoom 
 5:00 pm Blankets - For Children  
 5:00 pm    UMYF 
  
 

Monday 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
 5:30 p.m. Evangelism Meeting 
 6:30 p.m.  Church Council 
  
 

Tuesday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 6:00 pm    Men’s Basketball FLC Gym 
  
 

Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 6:30 pm Kid’s Quest 
 6:30 pm Dayspring 
  
 

Thursday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 12:30 pm Community Assistance 
 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
 6:30 pm Covenant Bible Study 
  
Need to know more about what’s on the church calendar? 
Look it up on the church’s redesigned website. https://
fumcdyersburg.com/events  

https://fumcdyersburg.com/events
https://fumcdyersburg.com/events

