
Volume XLVII  October 5, 2022     Copy 40 

A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
In the first draft of my sermon from a few weeks ago on “The Rich Man and 
Lazarus” I included a story that I later edited out, but after a conversation with a 
parishioner at the conclusion of the service, I wondered if it might be something 
worth sharing.  It’s about “seeing” people—acknowledging their humanity and 
affirming their dignity. 
 
Several years ago I took a group of high schoolers to New York City to work 
for a week with the Youth Service Opportunities Project. YSOP is a service-
learning experience that took us to four of New York’s five boroughs to help 
with non-profits addressing the needs of NYC residents.  One of the highlights 
of the experience was using the bus and subway system to get to our service 
sites each day.   
 
At the end of the first day, one of our students asked Lisa, the YSOP director, 
how we should respond when someone approached us asking for money.  Lisa 
answered that she and the YSOP staff all had different ways of responding to 
folks asking for money.  Some would give food if they had it with them, and 
others gave money.  “But,” she said, “we all made covenant together that 
regardless of whether or not we gave them something, we would always look 
them in the eye and speak to them.”  She reminded us that people who ask for 
help in public areas often ignored, as though they don’t actually exist, and that 
we had the opportunity to acknowledge their humanity and their dignity just by 
looking at them and speaking directly to them.   
 
For the rest of the trip I watched these young women practice this approach.  
They began carrying extra granola bars in their bags, and if someone 
approached them they responded by saying, “I don’t have any money, but I 
have a granola bar if you would like it.”  They were shocked by the gratitude 
they received in return, not because they offered a granola bar, but because they 
looked at folks in the eye and spoke directly to them.  Not every response was 
positive, of course, but they began to realize the power of recognizing the 
dignity and worth of all of God’s children.   
 
To recognize the inherent dignity of another person is to share the love of God 
in a simple but profound way.  May we all be willing to give such a gift. 
 

In grace,  
 

Mary Beth 
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SUNDAY,  OCTBER 9 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM ANYWHERE 
Our Sunday morning service is viewable each Sunday morning at 10:15 am 
from our church’s webpage at https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or our 
Facebook page at Dyersburg First United Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either site.  

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


Please join us Sunday, October 9, at 10:15 am when we 
will be joined by UT Martin Wesley Fellowship and, Rev. 
Sam Chambers, who will be our guest preacher for the 
day.  

GUEST PREACHER 

ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
Do you have information to be printed in the newsletter? 
Maybe you have a birth announcement, a wedding 
announcement, or an upcoming Sunday School social.  
Please give your information to Michelle in the church 
office.   
It’s easy. Call—285-6454, fax—287-7870 or email— 
mtriplett@fumcdyersburg.com.   
Deadline is Tuesdays at noon each week.  

RECORD OF LOYALTY (10/02/22) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  79  
In Person Worship  101 
Sunday School 45 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $11,998.00 
Needed to Date  $817,196.92 
Received to Date  $481,187.20 
 
Communion Offering  -  
             Mika Church, Tanzania $605.00                

Hello!  
  
Hope you all are enjoying a wonderful fall break. 
This year our youth fundraiser will be a Lasagna 
Supper on November 28th, 4:30 - 6:30pm before 
the Christmas parade! Tickets and online tickets 
will go live later this week! Tickets will be passed 
out to students on Wednesday. Church members 
will have the opportunity to buy them personally 
from a youth at the Church dinner next Wednesday 
October 12th!  

  
Reminder: 
This is the last week to sign up for the Fall retreat! Be 
sure to sign up by October 14th!  
Tinyurl.com/fumcyouthlakeshore 
  
Upcoming:  
October 12th: All Church Dinner  
October 16th: Youth Lunch At El Patio After Church 
  
For all things youth check out our link-tree:  
https://linktr.ee/fumcdyersburgyouth 
  

Blessings,  
Lenae  

 C O R N E R  by Lenae Baldwin Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

     Tithes and offerings 

The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also still 
mail them or go online. It’s easy: mail your check to the 
church at P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025 OR give 
online by going to https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate. 

7th-12th graders join us for 
the fall retreat at Lakeshore 
Camp and Retreat Center 

November 11-13th. We will leave the church at 4:45 pm 
on Friday, November 11th and will return Sunday, 
November 13th around 1 pm. It’s going to be an awesome 
weekend full of fun and fellowship! Please sign up by 
October 14th. 
 
Cost will be $85 per person for the weekend. Money will 
be collected at a later date. 
 
*If you cannot come until Saturday, 
arrangements can be made so you can 
still come for the rest of the weekend. 
tinyurl.com/Fumcyouthlakeshore 

FUMC Family, 
 
Thank you so much for the monetary 
donation to NES and our students. We 
plan to use this donation towards the 
purchase of our student brag tags. We 
appreciate your kindness and 

thoughtfulness and continued support that your church 
family displays at Newbern Elementary.  

 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Hill, Principal 

mailto:mtriplett@fumcdyersburg.com?subject=Newsletter%20Article
Tinyurl.com/fumcyouthlakeshore
https://linktr.ee/fumcdyersburgyouth
https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate
tinyurl.com/Fumcyouthlakeshore


Hello Church Family,  
  
KidMin families, feel free to sign up by clicking the 
"Registration" Link below. Also feel free to share it with 
your friends so we have a great turn out for our FIRST 
EVER KidMin Lock-In. 
Lock-In Registration 
 
If you would like to volunteer to be a chaperone for our 
Lock-In we need four female adults and four male 
adults.  We're excited for all the fun activities we have 
planned for this Lock-In. 
  
We are looking for volunteers for Trunk-or-Treat. You 
can use the form below to begin signing up. As before, we 
are always in need of candy and you can begin donating it 
whenever you would like, by dropping it off in the 
Connect Center. 
Trunk-or-Treat Sign Up 
 
Upcoming Events: 
10/3-10/7 - Fall Break 
10/9 - No Blankets 
10/15 - Kid's Night In 3 - 6 pm 
10/16 - Blankets 4 - 6 pm 
10/23 - Blankets 4 - 6 pm 
10/27-10/29 - Upward Evaluations 
10/30 - Blankets 4 - 6 pm 
10/31 - Trunk-or-Treat 5:30 - 7:30 pm 

 
Peace & Grace 

Tori Armstrong 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong I would like to thank all of you for being so 

welcoming.  The congregation here in 
Dyersburg is so friendly!  I'm thrilled to be 
here. 

 
The choir is so talented!  Every single choir member has a 
great voice and hopefully will sing a solo at some point.  
They are a joy to work with. However, we would love to 
invite others to join us.  We meet for one hour on 
Wednesday evenings from 5:45 - 6:45 pm.  Please 
consider joining us.  We sing, we have fun, we eat candy.  
What's not to love? 
 
Don't forget October 16 we'll begin our Youth Music 
(Grades 7 - 12) at 5:00 pm and Children's Music (Grades 
K - 6) at 5:30 pm.  We will meet each Sunday evening.  
My hope is that these groups will soon be able to help 
with the Sunday morning worship services sharing their 
musical talents.  We will be singing and playing 
instruments (handbells, drums, xylophones, etc.)  Parents, 
please encourage your children and youth to participate in 
this musical opportunity. 
 
"Praise him with drums and dancing. 
  Praise him with harps and flutes. 
  Praise him with cymbals. 
  Praise him with loud cymbals. 
  Praise the Lord, all living creatures! 
  Praise the Lord!" 
~Psalm 150:4-6 
 

Peace and Love, 
Kathy 

by Kathy Kail 

HOW DO I GET THE E-NEWSLETTER? 
If you would like to  have the newsletter emailed to you 
weekly, sign up at fumcdyersburg.com/media/newsletters 
located at the bottom of the page under “Subscribe to our 
weekly newsletter.” 

ARE YOUR DATES ON THE CALENDAR? 
Monthly calendars have started going back out with the 
newsletter. It is now more vital then ever to have your 
dates for the next month on the calendar before the last 
Monday of the current month.  
 

We all get busy in the fall when school starts back.  The 
church calendar gets busy too.  It really helps when 
groups let the church know when they plan on meeting if 
they are using any part of the church for their meetings.  
Please give us an update if you are using the church for 
any kind of meetings whether it be one time, weekly, or 
monthly.  Don’t assume we know when your group will 
start meeting again.  Likewise, let us know if your group 
has a cancellation. When informed, we do not have 
conflicts of use in any given area or room.   

https://dyersburgfumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/1f04861d-6739-45c5-9427-09d3bd85d328
https://dyersburgfumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/87584967-fdc1-4cfd-858d-5879407d81c7
https://fumcdyersburg.com/media/newsletters
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalms 66:1-12 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Sam Chambers, 

 preaching 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Jimmy Wilkes 
Jerry Brewer 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

The pattern of loving God and loving our neighbor (guest/
visitor) creates a cycle with a powerful outcome. All of us 
will be helped along on our spiritual journey. 
 

Needs for October:  
Peanut butter 
Grape Jelly 
Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Corn 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 285-6454, when you get to the 
FLC. 

 
*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 



Discernment Team Report 
September 27, 2022 

 
The Dyersburg FUMC Discernment Team gathered for its initial meeting on September 27, 2022, at 6:00pm in the 
Koinonia Classroom. All members were present with the exception of Keith Guthrie, who was unavailable and re-
quested that we meet in his absence. 
 
Our grounding scripture for our time together was Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust the Lord with all your heart, and do not 
rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight.”   
 
We reviewed the general outline of the discernment process, month by month: 
 
Our focus in the month of October will be grounding ourselves in scripture and prayer, forming accountable rela-
tionships with each other, creating a covenant for our life together, and tending to our own personal spiritual practic-
es. 
 
In November, our focus will turn toward designing and distributing surveys for the church to complete, discerning 
the voices that the team needs to hear outside of the congregation, and creating listening sessions for the congrega-
tion.   
 
In December, we will code the surveys and design the format of the listening sessions, which will be held during 
January and February.  We anticipate hosting six listening sessions and asking each member of the congregation to 
sign up for only one. The Discernment Team will have a final retreat with an outside facilitator on February 25.  We 
will take a short break so that each member of the team can “sit with” the final recommendation, and then come 
back together so that we can make a recommendation to Church Council no later than April 1, 2023. 
 
We recognize that we may be able to shorten this process, but the current outline leaves ample room without feeling 
that the process is rushed.  Shortening the process is a decision that we will consider as we move through it.   
 
We set our dates for our next three meetings in which we will focus on learning about discernment, creating our cov-
enant, and holding one another accountable for our own spiritual practices.  They are October 10 at 5:30pm, October 
24 at 5:30pm, and October 30 at 6:00pm.  We share these with you so that you can mark them on your calendars and 
pray for us while we are meeting together.   
 
Our discernment process loosely follows the process currently being used by Collierville First United Methodist 
Church, and we commend to the members and friends of Dyersburg FUMC the website created by Collierville First 
UMC—in particular the Resources tab and the FAQ tab.  You can find the website here:   

www.colliervilleumc.org/thediscoveryjourney 
 

Part of the agenda of each of our meetings will be to decide what aspects of our time together we will share with the 
congregation, and the congregation should expect a report after each of our meetings.  We respectfully ask that the 
congregation not contact discernment team members individually to find out more information than was shared in 
our report—particularly if the inquiries concern what individual members of the team might have said, or projec-
tions about what the team might decide.  Confidentiality is of the utmost importance in this process, and the process 
can easily be derailed by individual sharing outside of the team context.   
 
We feel it important to share a few notes about the timing of this process. 
 
First, should the discernment team recommend to the Church Council that the congregation hold a disaffiliation 
vote, this process allows ample time for a Charge Conference to be called, communicated, and held before the dead-
line that we anticipate will be put in place by the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Conference. 
 
Second, we are engaging in this process prior to General Conference 2024 because of an addendum to the Book of 
Discipline in 2019.  Anticipating that General Conference would be held in 2020, Paragraph 2553 was added to the 
Book of Discipline at the 2019 Special Called General Conference in St. Louis.  Paragraph 2553, also called the 
“Gracious Exit Plan,” allows for churches to leave the denomination with their property after paying the remainder 
of their apportionment for the year in which they disaffiliate, plus the apportionment amount for the next year, and 
their fair share of the unfunded pension liability.  Because the assumption was the General Conference would meet 
in 2020, Paragraph 2553 named December 31, 2022, as the deadline for disaffiliation, giving churches at least two 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.colliervilleumc.org/thediscoveryjourney


years to discern their relationship to the denomination. Although there was no General Conference in 2020, the dead-
line remains the same.   
 
Another piece of conversation that we feel it important to share is that our team anticipates that our discernment will 
not only result in a recommendation about the future of Dyersburg FUMC’s relationship to the denomination, but that 
it will be fruitful in helping us to discern the future of our congregation as a whole.  
 
We humbly ask for the prayers of each and every person in this congregation that, though we on the team do not agree 
with one another on all things, we will be faithful Christians who, above all else, 
 model what it means to live peacefully and mercifully with one another even as we do this difficult work together.  
We humbly confess to you and to one another that we are not worthy of this work, and yet our deepest prayer is that 
the Holy Spirit will live in us and help us to do it faithfully and well. 
 
Humbly and graciously, 
 
The Dyersburg FUMC Discernment Team 

 
 

(Continued from page 5) 


