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 Church Family, 

As I was watching some of our children and youth in the fair last week, 

someone asked me what has been my favorite part of being here in Dyersburg 

with you. After two months of worshipping, serving, and being part of this 

community, I am most grateful for the moments of true connection:  every text 

with a picture of your zinnia seeds sprouting and growing, the bumpy bus ride 

to Chisolm Lake with the young adults, holding a hand as we pray for an 

upcoming surgery, watching our Rhea House volunteers interact with guests to 

help them shop for groceries and carry them out to their car, hearing about  

what spoke to you from the sermon or Sunday school lesson, hanging out by 

the pool with our kids and youth, and singing karaoke with the respite group in 

Paris, TN.   

 

Christian community doesn’t just happen during worship on Sunday mornings.  

It is formed around dinner tables, in shared laughter, during conversations, and 

in the simple joy of being together.  These ordinary moments become 

extraordinary because Christ has promised to be present with us whenever we 

gather in Christ’s name.  As the church, we offer something very rare and 

special in today’s world as we strive to be a place where everyone is known, 

loved, and invited to belong.  Only through Christ can we make that a reality 

where God’s love is made real in how we treat one another. 

 

Our mission statement in the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Here at Dyersburg FUMC, 

our mission is to know, love, share, and serve Christ.  We live into that 

mission together as a community as we seek to love God above everything and 

love our neighbors as ourselves.  As we worship together, study together, 

serve together, and share life together, we are being shaped into the people 

God has called us to be.   

 

Over the past couple of weeks in worship, we’ve been learning from Jesus 

what it means to belong to the Kingdom of God. Following Jesus means 

confronting those who have wronged us, and it means forgiving over and over 

again. This week, we get another lesson in Kingdom living, as we listen in on 

another conversation between Jesus and his disciples. It might be one of the 

most challenging lessons for the disciples and for us to learn as Jesus uses the 

parable of the vineyard to show us that “the last will be first, and the first will 

be last.” 

 

As we enter into a new season of ministry, may we continue to invest in one 

another.  Invite someone to lunch or coffee.  Join one of our Wednesday Night 

groups.  Attend a fellowship event. Introduce yourself to someone new.  

Volunteer at the Rhea house.  Every relationship cultivated strengthens the 

Body of Christ and becomes a way that God’s love is made visible in the 

world.  Gathering together on Wednesday nights makes a huge impact on the 

spiritual lives of our entire church family.  (Continued on page 2) 

Monday - Friday 
8:30am –12:00pm 
1:00pm – 4:00pm 

  



  

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 

more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 

offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also still 

mail them or go online. It’s easy: mail your check to the 

church at P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025 OR give 

online by going to https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate. 

RECORD OF LOYALTY  

ATTENDANCE (9/13/26) 

Online Worship           78 

In Person Worship           79 

Sunday School           38 

  

OFFERING   

Income Year to Date  $299,627.80 

Expenses Year to Date $391,752.92 

Income (July) $57,540.96  

Expenses (July) $44,574.64 

Communion (Project 20/20) $392.00 

(Continued from page 1) 

We’ll benefit from what you have to offer as well around 

the table as we share a meal, pray for one another, and 

study God’s Word together.  We have seven more 

opportunities scheduled from now until November 18.  

 

There is a place for you here at the table, and together, 

by God’s grace we will continue becoming the church 

God is calling us to be in this season.  I look forward to 

connecting with each of you and for what God has in 

store for us these next few weeks.  

 

Grace and peace, 

Emily 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate


  

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

This quarter’s contribution statements have been sent out. 

If you do not get yours or need to update something, 

please call or email, Karen in the church office. 731-285-

6454, kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com.  

MOVING FORWARD WITH THE FLC 

We are grateful for our FLC Team who will meet to explore 

our best options for moving forward following the YMCA 

closure at the end of the month.  We will keep you updated 

once we have recommendations. 

 

David Wagner (chair) 

Kristen Bird 

Mark Hayes 

Joe Yates 

J Dan Gullett 

Tori Armstrong 

Nancy West 
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Samantha Garcia 

Linda DeBerry 

Rebecca Sanders (Vicki Dunagan’s mother) 

Kelly King 

David and Sara Hayes 

Tiffany Riggins (Elaine McCormick’s daughter) 

Bill Troy 

George Robertson 

Cherry Robertson 

Linda Jones 

  

*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 

*If you’d like to send cards, contact the church office for 

addresses if you need them. 
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Sunday, September 20, 2026 

Seventeenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
  

 Revised Common Lectionary 

Readings: 

Exodus 16:2-15 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

Philippians 1:21-30 

Matthew 20:1-16 

  

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Fellowship Time 

10:15 am Worship  

4:00 pm Youth Bowling  

– Prime Time Bowling 

 

Rev.  Emily Sanford, Preaching 

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 


