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 Church Family, 

 

It’s fair week!  I can remember a comment that one of my coworkers once 

shared when people would say, “That’s not fair.”  She would respond to 

them, “the fair only comes once a year.”  This Sunday, we will continue in 

Matthew’s gospel with a focus on grace and forgiveness. Matthew 18 offers 

the parable of the unforgiving debtor along with a challenge for us to forgive 

our brothers and sisters. In fact, it says we must forgive them “from our 

heart.”  True forgiveness is more than simply saying sorry. God is who makes 

us free to forgive. As we confess our sin before God, your forgiveness is not 

based on how little or how much you’ve sinned or even what you’ve done. 

What matters is what Christ has done for us on the cross. When Jesus said, 

“It is finished,” he meant it. It’s done. 

 

Yet as forgiven and reconciled people who are recipients of God’s amazing 

grace, we are to engage in the work of forgiveness with our brothers and 

sisters. The first step is taking responsibility to identify what you have done 

wrong. Where there is a misunderstanding, consider where you contributed 

to that misunderstanding and hurt. Then, ask for forgiveness and make a 

commitment to repair the relationship and learn from your mistakes to act 

differently in the future. It takes a lot of willingness and practice to see life 

from God's perspective, especially when we are hurt or angry. Perhaps 

nothing goes more against the grain of human nature than forgiving those 

who wound us and accepting forgiveness from others. But practicing 

forgiveness will transform your life and help you grow in the heart and mind 

of Christ. It will free you from a self-made prison of resentment and allow 

you to receive Christ’s peace and healing. 

 

I humbly ask for your forgiveness for where I have fallen short, let you 

down, or caused hurt even in my short time with you here at Dyersburg 

FUMC. I accept responsibility for times that my words could have been 

more carefully chosen and for when I’ve made mistakes in caring for you 

and leading our church. I value being a person and pastor of integrity, and I 

welcome a conversation to hear what I have done wrong and what I might 

do to begin making our relationship right through God’s grace and love. I 

want to live as someone who forgives not just seven times but as one whose 

math of forgiveness has lost count because it is simply part of who I am. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Monday - Friday 
8:30am –12:00pm 
1:00pm – 4:00pm 

  



(Continued from page 1) 

As we approach the 25th anniversary of 9-11, I was moved 

to see the image of a double rainbow over the skyline of New 

York City several years ago. While we remember the pain 

and hurt from the attacks, we also have a powerful reminder 

of God’s promise and faithfulness. 

 

I invite you to consider your math of forgiveness. If you’re 

holding on to bitterness toward someone, take some quiet 

time with Jesus. Think deeply about how often and how 

completely you have been forgiven. May you be freed by the 

One who has paid it all that we might receive and offer 

forgiveness to others. 

Grace and peace, 

Emily 

 

  

RECORD OF LOYALTY  

ATTENDANCE (9/6/26) 

Online Worship           70 

In Person Worship           83 

Sunday School           35 

  

OFFERING   

Income Year to Date  $299,627.80 

Expenses Year to Date $391,752.92 

Income (July) $57,540.96  

Expenses (July) $44,574.64 

Communion (Project 20/20) $392.00 

RESPITE FUND 
In memory of: Given by 
Max Maddox       Elva Burks 
Max Maddox      Betty Lynn Collier 
  

 PANTRY FUND 
In memory of: Given by 
Katherine Evans       Merrill Lemon 

MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 



  

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

This quarter’s contribution statements have been sent out. 

If you do not get yours or need to update something, 

please call or email, Karen in the church office. 731-285-

6454, kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com.  

MOVING FORWARD WITH THE FLC 

We are grateful for our FLC Team who will meet to explore 

our best options for moving forward following the YMCA 

closure at the end of the month.  We will keep you updated 

once we have recommendations. 

 

David Wagner (chair) 

Kristen Bird 

Mark Hayes 

Joe Yates 

J Dan Gullett 

Tori Armstrong 

Nancy West 
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 

more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 

offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also still 

mail them or go online. It’s easy: mail your check to the 

church at P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025 OR give 

online by going to https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate. 

Linda DeBerry 

Rebecca Sanders (Vicki Dunagan’s mother) 

Kelly King 

David Hayes 

Tiffany Riggins (Elaine McCormick’s daughter) 

Bill Troy 

George Robertson 

Cherry Robertson 

Linda Jones 

  

*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 

*If you’d like to send cards, contact the church office for 

addresses if you need them. 
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Sunday, September 13, 2026 

Sixteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
  

 Revised Common Lectionary 

Readings: 

Exodus 14:19-31 

Psalm 114 

Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 

  

9:15 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Fellowship Time 

10:15 am Worship  

4:00 pm Blankets 
(2yr-5th Grade) 

5:30 pm Youth Group 
(6th-12th Grade) 

 

Rev.  Emily Sanford, Preaching 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate

