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The Word 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or 
our Facebook page at Dyersburg 
First United Methodist Church. You 
can also watch previous sermons on 
either site.  

Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
I distinctly remember sitting at the kitchen table, talking to my clergy mentor 
while she made dinner.  I was a member of the Northern Illinois Conference at 
that time, and Wendy was responsible for guiding me through the beginning of 
the ordination process.  I was what felt like 1000 weeks pregnant with Joshua, 
and all I could think about was itineracy. 
 
I had already been appointed once and I loved my church despite the fact that it 
was not in downtown Chicago where Jay and I had lived for four years.  I was 
having a child, and itineracy did not seem compatible with children.  I lamented 
to Wendy that day, telling her that I had gone to school with the same kids from 
kindergarten through high school, and it was important to me for my own 
children to have the same experience that I did.   
 
I don’t remember how Wendy responded—she had two small children of her 
own at that time—but I know that saying it out loud brought peace to my heart.  
There were no answers, just a sense of peace.   
 
I continued to follow God’s call on my life through commissioning as a 
Provisional Elder, five years of family leave, Ordination as an Full Elder, and, 
now, three local church appointments.  As I look back on that kitchen table 
conversation, I see now that I was counting the cost of my discipleship, of my 
obedience to God’s call on my life.  I wanted my plan to work—the one where 
my children went to school with the same kids from kindergarten through 
graduation just like I did—and I doubted that any other plan could ever be as 
good as mine was.  There was nothing wrong with my plan—it was a great 
one—but God was writing a different story for my family, and it’s a better one 
than I could have written myself.   
 
That’s one of my stories of counting the cost of discipleship, and I tell it 
because I want you to know that I have seen in my own life the grace that is 
inherent in Jesus’s call for us to count the cost, to be ready to give up something 
of our own plans so that we can take hold of God’s plan for us.   
 
We are in the process of finalizing the discernment team, and I pray that you 
will be in fervent prayer for those who will be serving in this way for the next 
several months.  One of the things that I will be asking the team is to be willing 
to surrender our own desires for the future of this church so that we can be open 
to God’s desires for the future of this church.  It will be a practice of counting 
the cost, to be sure, but if we are faithful we will see God do things that we 
might have never imagined. 
 

Grateful to be on this journey with you, 
 

Mary Beth   

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

The September - October 
Upper Rooms are in! 
When you finish  your 
July - August devotional, 
bring it with you when 
you pick up your new 
devotional. Both can be dropped 
and picked up in the Connect 
Center. 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 11 

VIDEO RECORDER 
John Tucker 

 
ACOLYTES 
Ellen White 

Henley Brooks 
 

CROSS BEARER 
Tinley Newsom 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


RECORD OF LOYALTY (09/04//22) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  113 
In Person Worship  116 
Sunday School 60 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $11,472.00 
Needed to Date  $735,477.23 
Received to Date  $449,286.95 
 
Communion Offering - Project 20/20  $415.00 

     Tithes and offerings 

The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also still 
mail them or go online. It’s easy: mail your check to the 
church at P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025 OR give 
online by going to https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate. 

MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
Jack Helton Shaw Miller Family 
 

PANTRY FUND 
In memory of: Given by:  
Jack Helton Joan Gilliland 
June Palmer Raney & Bobbie Webb 

Happy September! 
  
This week we will continue our series "Catalyst" by 
talking about our faith journeys and the ups and 
downs we may experience on our journey with the 
Lord. This is personally one of my favorite topics 
because looking back at the ups and downs is 
always a good reminder of the faithfulness of the 
Lord. It reminds me how He shows up even in the 
moments that may not have been the best. I also 
love September for the same reason. It is a great 
reminder of the faithfulness of the Lord and that 
seasons are just temporary. He continues to work as 

we go through many seasons, literally and figuratively. I 
hope as fall approaches, we can all find time to reflect in 
the midst of our busy schedules to remember the Lord's 
faithfulness even in the busy seasons. 
  

Upcoming events:  
September 14th: Dairy Queen before Dyersburg High 
                           School Powderpuff  
September 18th: UMCOR Cleaning Bucket Extravaganza 
                           after Church 

  

Blessings,  
 Lenae 

 C O R N E R                                      Y
O 
U 
T 
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First United Methodist Church,  
 
Thank you so much for your generous 
donation to the Dyer County Relay for 
Life. We are so thankful for all of your 

support in the fight against cancer. Your love and 
kindness through your donation is helping to make a 
difference in the lives of cancer patients each and every 
day. Thank you again. 
 

Your friend in the fight,  
Elizabeth Newman—ACS 

 

Gifted $1,244.49 on  June 28, 2022 

 Hello FUMC Family!  
 
I am so excited to begin serving as your 
new Music Director. I hope to see 
many of you Wednesday evening.  The 
Handbell Choir will meet at 5 pm. The 

Youth Choir (grades 7 thru 12) will meet at 5:30 pm. The 
Parish Choir will meet at 6 pm. All are welcome to come 
make a joyful noise! 
 

Blessings, 
Kathy Kail 

Farewell with Thanksgiving to Sarah Jean 

Sunday, September 11 will be Sarah Jean’s last Sunday 
serving as our Music Associate.  Sarah came to us in 2017 
and has faithfully accompanied the choir, accompanied 
congregational singing, and directed and played in the 
handbell choir.  We are grateful for her ministry to us and 
among us, and she goes with our prayers and love!  Please 
be sure to offer your thanks to her on Sunday! 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate


Asking for Help Doesn’t Make You a Bad Parent (It 
Makes You a Better One) ~ Holly Crawshaw  
 
“It takes a village!” You’ve said it. Or you’ve heard 
it. But have you ever lived it? 
 
Back in the day—like, way back—families in our country 
lived within the wide-cast net of community. Work, play, 
faith, and life existed in the context 
of togetherness.  Somewhere along the way (around the 
1950s), the idea of the nuclear family emerged. Parents 
embraced their roles in the family equation and lines were 
drawn and expectations were issued. 
 
Men: earned  
Women: cared for the home and children 
 
As you well know, life has changed significantly from the 
1950s. Inflation has soared, responsibilities have grown, 
and the demand to produce has created a situation where 
men and women are now shouldering far more than ever.  
We need help.  
  
Read more: https://theparentcue.org/asking-for-help-
doesnt-make-you-a-bad-parent-it-makes-you-a-better-
one/ 
  
Go to our LinkTree to see all events and Activities 
coming up! 
https://linktr.ee/FUMCDyersburhKidMin 
 

Peace & Grace, 
Tori Armstrong 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

FUMC SHIRTS 

We have shirts from a “Clean 
Up Day” event that was 
canceled last year. Which 
makes this a great opportunity  
for you! You can now get one 
with a donation that will go to 
Missions. 
 

The shirts are light blue with 
red/white lettering and logo. 
They will be located in the 
Connect Center and in the 
Narthex. Checks can be made out to 
FUMC with blue shirt in the memo 
line. You can place donations in money 
box provided.  

FUMC Dyersburg is in search for a 
candidate to become our new 
Preschool Director. This is a part-
time, salaried position with 
mandatory hours of M, Tu, Th, and 
Friday from 8 am - 2:30 pm 

however, flexibility is a must as the director may be 
needed to fill in as needed in early/ extended care and in 
the classroom.  
 
Duties and responsibilities of the director are including 
but not limited to the following:  

•  Supervise preschool teachers and childcare workers  
 Oversee daily activities and operations 
 Hire and train new staff members 
 Establish policies and communicate them to staff and 

parents 
 Assist staff in communicating with parents and 

children 
 Maintain instructional excellence 
 Ensure that facilities are maintained and cleaned 

according to state regulations 
 Work with state licensing consultant to ensure all 

state standards are being met  
 Prepare budgets, payroll, and allocate program funds  
 
Potential candidates should send their resume and three 
references to pennylgarner@yahoo.com by Tuesday, 
September 6th.  

Hello Church Family,  
 
Join us after church on September 18 in Fellowship Hall 
where we will share a meal together (details are coming in 
your Sunday School class) and pack cleaning buckets for 
UMCOR. But before that...follow the link below to a Sign
-Up Genius (you DON'T have to create an account to sign 
up) where you can sign up to bring the supplies that we 
will pack into the buckets. When you go to the form you 
will see specific instructions on what and how much to 
purchase.  
 
Remember that you don't have to purchase ALL of a 
specific item. If you want to bring 20 bottles of detergent, 
record that on the form. Someone else will be able to sign 
up for the rest. If your Sunday School class wants to take 
responsibility as a class for items, that’s great, just record 
that on the form. Please have all items delivered to 
Fellowship Hall by September 14th so that we can sort 
and organize all of the items for Sunday, September 18th. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080B4AAAAB29A1F49-cleaning 

https://theparentcue.org/author/holly-crawshaw/
https://theparentcue.org/asking-for-help-doesnt-make-you-a-bad-parent-it-makes-you-a-better-one/
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https://theparentcue.org/asking-for-help-doesnt-make-you-a-bad-parent-it-makes-you-a-better-one/
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, September 11, 2022 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

Psalm 14 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
 
 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

When we have relentless focus on acts of mercy, 
compassion and service, people (guests/visitors) will be 
drawn to Christ and to our church. Together we must 
incarnate God’s love and Christ’s presence for our guests. 

Needs for September:  
Chili 
Chef Boyardee Products 
Powdered Milk 
Tomato Soup 
Chicken Noodle Soup 
Vegetable Beef Soup 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 285-6454, when you get to the 
FLC. 

 
*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 


