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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s webpage 
at https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/
media or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United Methodist 
Church. You can also watch previous 
sermons on either site.  

PASTORAL THOUGHTS 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 A.M. 

Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 
Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners class 

room 
All Ages & Stages Class-Classroom 

204  
 All Ages and Stages Class is 
designed for all adults. 
 
9:15 am Koinonia Class - Koinonia 
classroom 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 This morning Jay and I tried to plan a time to meet up this afternoon to 
run an errand.  We finally gave up because planning that far ahead is not in my 
wheelhouse.  So, when I say that I am intimidated by the idea of launching into 
a year-long discipleship focus at Dyersburg FUMC, I am not exaggerating one 
little bit.   
 We have learned so much since March 2020, not the least of which is 
the value of being in worship and fellowship together.  As we welcomed more 
“normal” worship starting in July, the book of Ephesians helped us remember 
what it means to be the church—the body of Christ.  Over the next year we will 
be experiencing what it means to live as disciples of Jesus Christ.     
 

Phil Maynard tells us that  
 

“A disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ who is  
 committed to becoming part of the body of Christ (through worship and 

hospitality),  
 becoming more like Jesus (through opening themselves to Jesus and 

obeying Jesus),  
 and joining Jesus in ministry (through service and generosity).”   
 

 Over the course of the next year, we will spend time with each of these 
characteristics of a disciple (worship, hospitality, opening ourselves to Jesus, 
obeying Jesus, service, and generosity), and each characteristic will be 
accompanied by an action step to help us mature in our discipleship.   
 The card inserted in your newsletter is a tool for you to use over the 
coming year.  As we focus on each characteristic of a disciple, pull out this card 
and consider where you are currently in your life of discipleship.  Are you still 
exploring that characteristic?  Have you begun inviting Jesus to work in that 
particular area of your life? Are you growing that characteristic?  Or are you 
well on the way to maturity in that area?  (Side note:  In any area in which you 
determine that you are on your way to maturity, you are responsible for sharing 
your gifts with those who are exploring or just starting out in that area of 
discipleship).  Then, as we focus on that area of discipleship, let the Holy Spirit 
show you how you might move to the next level, how you might move the 
needle in your own life of discipleship from exploring to beginning, or 
beginning to growing, or growing to maturing.  This is for your own personal 
use, so be honest with yourself and with God.  We are all on this journey 
together, and few if any of us will be able to say that we are maturing in all six 
aspects of discipleship. 
 We will begin this process in earnest on September 12 focusing on A 
LIFE OF SERVICE. So go ahead and look at your card and assess your 
current level of discipleship in that area.  As we proceed through the next few 
weeks, let the Holy Spirit speak to you and move in you to show you how to 
move to the next step. 
 Be on the lookout for another discipleship tool in next week’s 
newsletter. 

Both completely intimidated and so excited to be on this journey with you! 
 

Mary Beth 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
 

VIDEO RECORDER 
Scott Self 

SEE INSIDE FOR SUNDAY’S 
MISSION MOMENT  

PROJECT 20/20 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


RECORD OF LOYALTY  (8/29/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  154 
In Person Worship   135 
Sunday School 76 
 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $6,194.81 
Needed to Date  $549,333,.41 
Received to Date $433,454..06 
 
Communion Offering 
Monthly total $1,336.00 
Union Mission Back Pack  Program              

“When In Our Worship God Is Glorified” 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.  
Perfect communion, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight. 
Angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  

Perfect submission, all is at rest. 
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long.  

For a hymn as well loved as this one, there is, oddly 
enough, some division about the text. Paul Westermeyer 
writes that “some sing it with fervor, while others are 
offended by what they perceive as smug and self-assured 
inwardness” (Let the People Sing, 306). While the word 
“rapture” might immediately conjure up images of the 
end times and dispensationalist thinking, it is unlikely that 
this is what Crosby meant by the word. Crosby would 
probably only have heard about dispensationalist thinking 
after her good friend Dwight Moody did, and he became a 
proponent of that belief only after Crosby had written the 
hymn. 

It is more likely that Crosby is referring in this verse to 
her experiences within the Holiness Movement. This 
offshoot of nineteenth-century Methodism emphasized 
“Christian perfection,” and a defining characteristic of 
this tradition was the ultimate conversion experience or 
the “total submission” of one’s self in an ecstatic 
encounter with God. 

However, there could be a third, very powerful meaning 
to the verse. Fanny was blind from a very young age. So, 
the line “visions of rapture now burst on my sight” could 
speak of things being right with the world. It is a 
testimony of faith in the New Heaven and New Earth 
where the deaf would hear and the blind receive sight. 
This is a stanza that reminds us that God is restoring this 
world and making all things new, and what a vision of 
beauty that will be. 
 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Dakota 

     TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also 
mail them or give online. Checks can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, online at https://
fumcdyersburg.com/donate, or scan the following QR 
code with your phone. 
  

 

 
...Dakota Hill and family in the death of 
his step-grandmother Rena Patrick on 
Sunday, August 29, in Waverly, TN. 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Audrey Anderson Bill and Anita Fowlkes 
Danny Fowlkes George and Cherry Robertson 

 
PANTRY FUND 

In Memory of: Given by: 
John Ozment Merrill Lemons 
Grace Yarbro Ozment Merrill Lemons 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate
https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate


If you have a child going off to 
college, now would be a great 
time for them to sign up on the 
church’s webpage to get e-
newsletters from the church. It’s a 
great way to keep in touch with 
some home town news. 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong  

Upcoming: 
No UMYF- Sunday, September 5th 

Dayspring- Wednesday, September 8th 
 
Our current UMYF programming on Sunday nights 
is a study called Even If… It revolves around 
change and the central idea that no matter what we 
put after “even if…” God is still there. No matter 

what changes come our way God is still there. This past 
week we focused on when things don’t go how we 
intended, and those times when we wonder why it feels 
like God didn’t step in. I’m sure we’ve all been there. 
When we know who God is and know God is good, 
something really discouraging happens and it can leave 
us with questions. Unfortunately, the questions we have 
don’t always come with nicely wrapped up answers. But 
we do know that despite God never promised life would 
be easy, or life would go according to our plan - he is 
with us.  
  
One of the verses we read comes from Isaiah: 
  

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 

sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze. 
  
Change sometimes feels really great and exciting. But 
sometimes it leaves us confused, and it leaves us feeling 
a little broken. We know though that we don’t go 
through them alone. And we can find comfort knowing 
that even in the worst moments God is with us. And no 
matter what we put after “even if….”  that won’t change.  

 C O R N E R by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

       Why Kids Need More Than Just Their Parents 
 
If no volunteer can ever know what a parent knows, then 
why recruit anyone to help with kids and teenagers? 
 
It would definitely make things easier if you could just 
tell parents, “Since you know more than we can ever 
know, and you have more time than we will ever have, 
and you care about this more than we ever will, this is 
really up to you as the parent.” 
 
You could also misquote Deuteronomy 6 to convince 
parents it’s their job alone, not the church’s to raise their 
kids. Just skip the part of the text where Moses speaks to 
every leader in the crowd (not just parents). 
 
Moses was actually the first guy with the idea, “It takes a 
village.” 
Sure, parents should be the primary influence in their 
kid’s lives. 
 
But research, experts, and statistics suggest that kids who 
have other adults in their lives have better odds at 
winning. Click here to read more! 
  
Check out our KidMin Facebook and Instagram for 
updates and schedules! 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team 

 Hospitality makes guests/visitors feel comfortable so 
they will want to return again.  It goes beyond just being 
friendly.  We want our church to be warm, open, and 
authentic. 

Project 20/20 
 Project 20/20 is a human service program that 
protects and improves the sight of disadvantaged 
persons of all faiths in underdeveloped areas of the 
world where medical care for the poor is very limited. 
The program provides eyeglasses to medical teams that 
provide the poor with professional eye care free of 
charge. This non-profit all-volunteer program is 
sponsored by the United Methodist Church as a 
response to people in need regardless of their faith. 
Project 20/20 is possible because of volunteers and 
donations from many church denominations, 
community civic clubs, humanitarian organizations, 
medical offices, and the Southern College of Optometry.  
 Through Project 20/20, donations of discarded 
eyeglasses and sunglasses are transformed into a miracle 
for the poor in regions of the world with little or no 
public medical care. Donated glasses are cleaned, 
screened, and packaged for medical and vision care 
teams traveling to developing countries. Volunteer 
optometrists and ophthalmologists dispense Project 
20/20 glasses with professional eye exams for free to 
persons in need without discrimination of any kind. 
 Please bring a donation and/or a pair of old 
glasses or sunglasses to the chancel rail when you come 
to partake in communion this Sunday. 
  

https://justaphase.com/why-kids-need-more-than-just-their-parents/
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 Paid at  
Dyersburg, TN 

Weekly published by 

First United Methodist Church 
100 McGaughey, P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38024 

Church: 731-285-6454, Family Life Center: 731-285-4794 
Web Page—www.fumcdyersburg.com 

Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC  
Sunday, September 5, 2021 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 or Psalm 124 

James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 
8:15 am Worship 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup 
10:15 am Worship 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

 preaching 
 

WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT FUMC 
 

 

Sunday 8:15 am Worship  
 8:45 am First Cup 
 9:00 am   Sunday School 
 9:45 am First Cup 
 10:15 am  Worship 
   
Monday Closed for Labor Day 
  
 

Tuesday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 6:00 pm    Men’s Basketball FLC Gym 
  
 

Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
  
Thursday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 12:30 pm Community Assistance 
 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
  
Need to know more about what’s on the church calendar? 
Look it up on the church’s redesigned website. https://
fumcdyersburg.com/events  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nancy Johnson - Tammy Jowers’ mother 
Nancy Hardin 
Daniel Gates - Recent DHS graduate 
Sue Nicks 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
Louise  Hendrix 
Janie Stafford 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Sheila Edwards 
Joann Lewis   
Marty Jasper 
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Patti Hill - Dakota Hill’s grandmother 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway 
 Jackson, TN  38305 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

LIFELINE CAR GIVEAWAY 
Donate blood with Lifeline Blood Services between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day for a chance to win a 
2019 Ford EcoSport. 
 
LIFELINE BLOOD SERVICES is located at 1130 
Highway 51 Bypass Suite 19 & 20 Dyersburg, TN 
38024.  
 
They are on our Upper Parking Lot on the third 
Thursday of each month  from 12:00 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
which is next Thursday the 19th. 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/events
https://fumcdyersburg.com/events

