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The Word 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or 
our Facebook page at Dyersburg 
First United Methodist Church. You 
can also watch previous sermons on 
either site.  

Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
As we enter into this season of discernment in our congregation, I want to share 
with you a story of God’s goodness and grace.  Several months ago, I was 
invited by our then DS, Rev. Dr. Cynthia Davis, to attend a retreat sponsored by 
the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Annual Conference.  She gave me no other 
information—just a request to hold the dates on my calendar and await further 
information.  That’s what I did.  In the meantime, guided by the wisdom of our 
bishop, other clergy colleagues, and the nudging of the Holy Spirit in my own 
heart, I asked the Church Council to approve a proposal for a time of 
discernment.  As you know, I only got as far in my proposal as “Step One: 
Choosing the Discernment Team,” and I asked the Church Council to trust that 
during the four weeks of prayer for God to reveal to us who God was preparing 
to serve on this team, I would be fleshing out the rest of the discernment season. 
 
I went to the retreat a day early with four books on discernment that I intended 
to read before the retreat began, and while I didn’t finish them all I did make 
good progress.  Still not having much information about the content of the 
retreat, only that I was supposed to be there, my heart warmed when I learned at 
the first session that the whole retreat focused on the process of discernment.  
Over three days, 100 of us engaged in contemplative prayer practices, and we 
even ended with a short discernment process together.  At the beginning of the 
retreat I had chosen to sit at a table with four people I didn’t know and two 
others that I knew only nominally. The miracle of God’s grace was that at the 
end of the three retreat days, eight strangers were able to engage in a powerful 
discernment process together. I can’t help but believe that if God can do that 
with eight strangers, God can reveal so much more to twelve who are 
committed to the same congregation and to seeking the will of God for our 
church together.   
 
The process of discernment isn’t magical.  It asks us to give our hearts to two 
true things:  1) God has a preferred future for our congregation, and 2) God 
wants to reveal that preferred future to us. Then it asks us to spend intentional 
time with God, both as individuals and as a group, seeking God’s preferred 
future.  Sometimes we will spend that intentional time with God by listening to 
each other and members of the church.  Sometimes we will spend that 
intentional time with God simply by sitting together in silence, trusting that God 
will share God’s will with us.   
 
Discernment is not deciding up front God’s preferred future for the church and 
then trying to manipulate the process so that our decision becomes reality.  It 
asks us to set aside all our presumptions and assumptions about God’s preferred 
future for the church so that we can listen to what God is saying.  It asks us to 
shed all of our personal preferences so that we can attend to God’s preference.  
We cannot enter the process of discernment assuming that the outcome will be 
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……Mrs. Carolyn Helton and family in the 
death of her husband, Mr. Jack Helton, who 
passed away on August 18. Mr. Jack was a 
member of First United Methodist Church 
since 2000. 

 
...Mr. Keith Himes and family in the death of his father, 
Mr. George M. Himes, who passed away on August 13. 
Mr. George lived in Camden, TN.  

     Tithes and offerings 

The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also still 
mail them or go online. It’s easy: mail your check to the 
church at P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025 OR give 
online by going to https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate. 

Hello!  
 

Recently, I have reflected on the "Church 
Scattered" idea we see in the book of Acts. I have 
been thinking about the times I have seen this play 
out, and a big one was when I left for college. The 
first month of college is filled with many 
emotions—the excitement of a new chapter, the 
uncertainty of what's to come, and the joy of new 
friendships. Then the homework starts, and that first 
month is sometimes really hard. The one thing that 
made this process easier for me was packages and 
words of encouragement from home. This is why I 
am excited about our "Adopt a College 
Student" service project this Sunday.   

 
I am excited for the youth group to support the "Church 
Scattered" and be an encouragement to those we just sent 
into the mission field. My heart is full of joy knowing that 
every 2022 grad we sent out will receive a little piece of 
home!  
  
Adopt A College Student Plan:  
 Share a meal together (Food is provided)  
 Go shopping at Walmart (Transportation is provided) 
 Pack the packages  
  
Events this week:   
 Aug 24th: Dayspring 6 - 7:30 pm in the FLC 
 Aug 28th: Safe Sanctuary Training after Church 
 Aug 28th: 3 pm "Adopt a College Student" (After 

Training)  
  
Check out our link tree:  
https://linktr.ee/fumcdyersburgyouth  
  

Blessings,  
Lenae  

 C O R N E R  by Lenae Baldwin Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

what we will it to be—to do so is to choose our preferred 
future over God’s preferred future, and that gets us 
nowhere. 
 

As I write this article today, I am receiving names of 
those who God has put on our Church Council member’s 
hearts to serve on our discernment team.  I will compile 
those names and send them again to the Church Council, 
asking them to spend an additional two weeks praying 
over those names and asking God to reveal to them who 
God is already preparing to be part of this process.   
 

This process is not perfect—but thank God it doesn’t 
have to be because we serve a perfect God. The entire 
biblical story is a story of a perfect God working through 
imperfect people and imperfect processes so that God’s 
will might be done on earth as it is in heaven.  I take 
heart that God does not need it—does not need us—to be 
perfect in order to use it, and us.   
 

Please be in fervent, deep, and intentional prayer as we 
enter into these next two weeks of seeking God’s 
guidance in forming the discernment team.   
 

Grateful to be in this season with you, 
 

Mary Beth 

(Continued from page 1) 

FUMC Dyersburg is in search for a 
candidate to become our new 
Preschool Director. This is a part-
time, salaried position with 
mandatory hours of M, Tu, Th, and 
Friday from 8 am - 2:30 pm 

however, flexibility is a must as the director may be 
needed to fill in as needed in early/ extended care and in 
the classroom.  
 
Duties and responsibilities of the director are including 
but not limited to the following:  

•  Supervise preschool teachers and childcare workers  
 Oversee daily activities and operations 
 Hire and train new staff members 
 Establish policies and communicate them to staff and 

parents 
 Assist staff in communicating with parents and 

children 
 Maintain instructional excellence 
 Ensure that facilities are maintained and cleaned 

according to state regulations 
 Work with state licensing consultant to ensure all 

state standards are being met  
 Prepare budgets, payroll, and allocate program funds  
 
Potential candidates should send their resume and three 
references to pennylgarner@yahoo.com by Tuesday, 
September 6th.  
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ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
Do you have information to be printed in the newsletter? 
Maybe you have a birth announcement, a wedding 
announcement, or an upcoming Sunday School social.  
Please give your information to Michelle in the church 
office.  It’s easy. Call—285-6454, fax—287-7870 or 
email— mtriplett@fumcdyersburg.com.   
Deadline is Tuesdays at noon each week.  

RECORD OF LOYALTY (08/21//22) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  156 
In Person Worship  127 
Sunday School 45 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $6,748.00 
Needed to Date  $694,617.38 
Received to Date  $427,814.95 
 

Hello Church Family! 
 
KidMin at FUMC Dyersburg is going strong! The kids 
decided on the first night of Blankets this year that they 
wanted to lead their own worship night as the format of 
Blankets. We had our first one this past Sunday and it was 
wonderful! The kids did a great job and are excited for  
future Blankets.  
 
In the realm of Upward Sports, we've got registrations 
opening THIS FRIDAY! 
 
You can use the links below to sign up both yourselves 
and kids for the program. (Kids registration is open on 
Friday 8/26/22). 
  
Kids Registration:  
https://registration.upward.org/UPW82434 
  
Coach/Referee Registration:  
https://registration.upward.org/UPW82434/volunteer 
  
Volunteer Team Registration:  
https://dyersburgfumc.shelbynextchms.com/external/
form/4246b152-a5af-4b7a-a67a-d3bed688852f 
  
If you want to stay up to date on all KidMin and Upward 
events, use our LinkTree to find everything in one 
place. https://linktr.ee/FUMCDyersburhKidMin 
  

Peace & Grace 
Tori Armstrong 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:  
George Himes  Sojourners SS Class 
 

LAUNDRY ASSISTANCE  NOTICE 
Laundry Assistance will be by appointment 
only until further notice. Please call the church 
to schedule an appointment, 285-6454.  

The September - October Upper 
Rooms are in! As we approach the end 
of August, please remember to save 
and recycle your devotional. When 
you finish  your July - August 
devotional, bring it with you when 
you pick up your new devotional. 
Both can be dropped and picked up in 
the Connect Center. 

We have shirts from a 
“Clean Up Day” event 
that was canceled last 
year. Which makes this 
a great opportunity  for 
you! You can now get 
one with a donation 
that will go to 
Missions. 
 

The shirts are light blue 
with red/white lettering 
and logo. They will be 
located in the Connect 
Center and in the 
Narthex. Checks can be made 
out to FUMC with blue shirt in 
the memo line. You can place 
donations in money box 
provided.  

FUMC SHIRTS 
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, August 28, 2022 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrew 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
 
 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

Have you shared with anyone the things you love about 
your church? Name and claim the amazing things God is 
doing through our church.  

Needs for August:  
Spaghetti Sauce 
Beef Stew 
Canned Fruit 
Pork & Beans 
Saltine Crackers  

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 285-6454, when you get to the 
FLC. 

 
*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 


