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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
 

Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s webpage 
at https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/
media or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United Methodist 
Church. You can also watch previous 
sermons on either site.  

PASTORAL THOUGHTS 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00 A.M. 

Sellers Class - Sellers class 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners class 
All Ages and Stages Class - Room 

204  
   This Sunday School opportunity is 
designed for all adults. 
 
9:15 am Koinonia Class - Koinonia 
class  

 
Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
So much has changed in the past year that it’s almost hard to remember what 
“normal” looks like!  One of the “normal” parts of our life together that some 
of you have asked about is the use of the Family Life Center.  As you know, 
Patti Lou Parker was hired as the part-time Program Secretary during the 
pandemic, which has left the position of Director of the Family Life Center 
open.  There are two important things that I write to share with you in that 
regard: 
 
The shift in personnel and the reduced use of the FLC over the period of the 
pandemic has given us an amazing opportunity to revisit the mission and vision 
of the FLC.  We now have the opportunity to reimagine how it might serve 
both our church and our community, and to consider how to be the best 
possible stewards of this great facility.  To that end, Lee Garner has agreed to 
convene a newly formed FLC Vision Team to consider these questions and to 
help us faithfully and responsibly make the building available for regular use.  I 
hope you will join me in praying for Lee and his team as they discern the 
faithful way forward for us! 
 
The Family Life Center is available for use.  Although it does not have 
regular hours and is not staffed on a full-time basis, you are welcome to call the 
church office during regular business hours to make arrangements to use it.  
Whether you would like to reserve it for a birthday party or other event, or 
would simply like to bring some friends to play basketball or walk around the 
track, your church staff is happy to work with you to make that happen! 

 

We trust that God is making a way for us to use all of our facilities for the sake 
of the Kingdom, and we hope that you will pray with us that we have 
opportunities to be generous and hospitable to our neighbors and friends. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 731-285-6454 or 
marybeth@fumcdyersburg.com 
 

God’s peace to you, 
 

Mary Beth 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 
 

VIDEO RECORDER 
Ray Lowrance 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
mailto:marybeth@fumcdyersburg.com


RECORD OF LOYALTY  (8/1/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  195 
In Person Worship   128 
 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $10,501.81 
Needed to Date  $486,552.45 
Received to Date $388,927.82 
 
Communion Offering 
Union Mission Back Pack  Program             $896.00 

...Dakota Hill and family in the death of 
his great aunt, Norma Jean Allgood on 
Wednesday, July 28, in Greenbrier, TN. 

“When In Our Worship God Is Glorified” 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore You,  
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You, 
Op'ning to the sun above. 

 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 

Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 

 
All Your works with joy surround You, 

Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays, 
Stars and angels sing around You, 

Center of unbroken praise; 
 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain 
Praising You eternally! 

 
Always giving and forgiving, 

Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, 

Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 

Loving Father, Christ our Brother, 
Let Your light upon us shine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine. 

 
Henry van Dyke‘s text Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee is 
considered to be one of the most joyful expressions of  
hymn lyrics written in the English language. Throughout 
van Dyke’s lifetime, he was considered one of the most 
prestigious Presbyterian preachers and leading liturgy 
figures in America.  
 
 Van Dyke skillfully unfolds the story of life as a 
believer through joyful interplay between God’s created 
world and the incarnation of the same creative spirit in the 
believer. We remember the vivid imagery of “hearts 
unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun 
above.”  
 
 Writing about this beloved text, van Dyke says 
“These verses are simple expressions of common 
Christian feelings and desires… therefore these are 
hymns of trust and hope.” Throughout this week, include 
these verses in your daily devotions. Meditate on these 
words. May the “Giver of immortal gladness fill us with 
the light of day!” 

-Dakota 
 
 “Music is God’s gift to man, the only art of 
heaven given to earth, the only art of earth we take to 
heaven.”   -Walter Savage Landor 

 

SHIRTS NEEDED FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
The Salvation Army is collecting collared black, white, 
gray, and gold shirts for children’s school uniforms.   
New or used in good condition in sizes 5 - 14 for both 
boys and girls are needed. If you can help with this 
project, please take them to Sandra Pruitt at the Salvation 
Army. 

TRANSITIONS FUNDRAISER 
God Bless the USA 

A patriotic presentation from local talent 
 

Spaghetti Supper *Silent Auction 
Held at 1st Baptist Church 

August 7, 2021 
6:00 PM 

$20 a ticket 
$200 for 8 tickets 

Tickets available at First Citizens National Bank 
 
We can help out with this worthy cause by making 
desserts - cakes, pies, etc. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT LINDA 
FLOWERS AT 731-589-4692 

 
All proceeds go to help support Transitions of Dyer 
County. 



KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong   

When I was super young (probably like 3-5), I was 
under the belief that my childhood pastor's name 
was Pastor. It wasn’t until my grandfather used his 
first name once that I realized that his parents didn’t 
get lucky by naming him by his future vocation. 
Pastor Foster  (see I eventually figured it out), had a 
very large personality, and was super tall, especially 
in the eyes of a young child. He loved children, and 
my mom has dozens of photos of him  holding me 

and my siblings while talking to members of our 
congregation or just doing pastor things. He also had this 
really loud laugh, and he also yelled a lot when he 
preached and would have to take breaks to get a drink of 
water and wipe the sweat off of his forehead. One time he 
was pushing a group of children on a merry go round, 
and apparently he wasn’t going fast enough because one 
of my childhood friends started to sing, “faster, faster, we 
need a new pastor,” which we then sang at him all the 
time, and he always would just smile. Young me was 
pretty sure he was the happiest guy ever. 
  
Pastor Foster later left my church when I was about 9, 
and the last time I saw him, was at my grandfather's 
funeral when I was 18. Which he showed up to (despite 
living hours away at that point) by opening the doors of 
the church with the biggest smile and wrapping my 
grandmother up in one of his bear hugs. In late June, my 
brother (who now served in the same district as Pastor 
Foster) let me know that Pastor Foster had gotten Covid-
19. I told myself that when he was out of the hospital or 
got better I’d send him a letter. That never happened, in 
early July, my brother let my family know that Pastor 
Foster had passed away. I didn’t cry right away, I got the 
news then rushed on to Walmart to buy things for a youth 
event. But I would later cry quite a bit when last week 
my brother sent a 17-year-old picture of my siblings and I 
on my grandparents front porch that a fellow pastor in 
their district had found in Pastor Foster’s desk while 
cleaning it out (my brothers bright red hair helped them 
figure out who the kids in the photo were).  
  
Oftentimes youth ministry can be seen as a young 
person's game, or something that takes a lot of work. But 
as our kids go back to school I want to remind all of us 
that it takes a church to help our youth navigate their 
young faith. It doesn’t mean that everyone needs to be at 
every youth event, or that you should sign-up to join us in 
the gym for Wednesday night Dayspring (which you 
should, because it’s really fun). The fact that my brothers 
and I were still prayed for by Pastor Foster after all these 
years meant a lot. Simply praying for our youth means a 
lot. Praying for their parents and teachers means a lot. 
Keeping them in your prayers and checking is enough to 
be a vital part of youth ministry. Being a church family 
means showing love in all sorts of ways and a member of 
the congregation praying for our youth is as important a 
part of youth ministry as any.   

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

Hello KidMin Family! 
 
We wanted to let you all know that Sunday School is 
OPEN for Kids of ALL AGES: 
Tony Deere (6th-8th) 
Cheryl Caylor (3rd-5th) 
Wilson Armstrong (K-2nd) 
Todameka Smiles-Shorter (Birth-5yrs). 
  
This Sunday will be Promotion Sunday, 3rd Grade Bible 
Presentation, and Backpack Blessing. It'll be a busy 
Sunday but also a great blessing for everyone coming! 
  
KidMin Back-To-School Pool Party is THIS SUNDAY 
at the home of the Seratt Family. It will be 3:00 pm - 4:30 
pm. Sherbet and Ice Cream will be available. 

     TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also 
mail them or give online. Checks can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, online at https://
fumcdyersburg.com/donate, or scan the following QR 
code with your phone. 
  

 

Just wanted to share with you that we’ve been to two 
different Methodist churches since moving here.  Both 
had great music and a pastor who gave a great 
sermon.  But one clearly believed in radical 
hospitality.  The other had folks that said hi and smiled, 
but the one we are going back to visit again took the time 
to ask us questions about ourselves, actually 
tracked  down the youth pastor to come and personally 
invite Becca to youth, and followed up with a phone call 
midweek to thank us for coming and to invite us back.  It 
works! 

The Gentry Family 

Hospitality Corner  
       

From the Evangelism Team 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate
https://fumcdyersburg.com/donate
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC  
Sunday, August 8, 2021 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 2 Samuel 18:5-9 
Psalm 130 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
John 6:35, 41-51 

 
8:15 am Worship 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Fellowship 
10:15 am Worship 

 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel 

 preaching 
 

WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT FUMC 
 
Sunday 8:15 am Worship  
 8:45 am First Cup 
 9:00 am   Sunday School: 
  Ages & Stages  - Room 204 
  Sellers  - Classroom 
  Sojourners - Classroom 
 9:15 am Koinonia  - Classroom9:45 am 
 9:45 am First Cup 
 10:15 am  Worship 
 3:00 pm KidMin B2S Party 
 5:00 pm    Youth Back to School Bash 
 

Monday 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
 6:30 pm Church Council - FH 
 5:30 pm Evangelism Team - FH 
   

Tuesday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 6:00 pm    Men’s Basketball FLC 
 

Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 6:00 pm Parish Choir 
  

Thursday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 12:30 pm Community Assistance 
 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
  
Need to know more about what’s on the church calendar? 
Look it up on the church’s redesigned website. https://
fumcdyersburg.com/events  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Nicks 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
Louise  Hendrix 
Janie Stafford 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Sheila Edwards 
Joann Lewis   
Marty Jasper 
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Patti Hill - Dakota Hill’s grandmother 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway 
 Jackson, TN  38305 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Edie Ford George and Cherry Robertson 

 
GENERAL FUND 

In Honor of: Given by: 
Charlie Brown’s 71st  Birthday His Family 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

https://fumcdyersburg.com/events
https://fumcdyersburg.com/events

