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VIDEO RECORDER 
David Wagner 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or 
our Facebook page at Dyersburg 
First United Methodist Church. You 
can also watch previous sermons on 
either site.  

Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC, 
  
I want to say again how much I appreciate your response to the Congregational 
Conversation held with Rev. Dr. Cynthia Davis and Rev. Dr. David Weatherly 
on May 22.  Many of you submitted timely and thoughtful questions, and I hope 
that you were able to hear answers to those questions. 
  
Prior to that meeting, I said that perhaps we would have a follow-up meeting at 
a later date.  Rather than holding an additional congregational meeting, I have 
been attending Sunday School classes to answer follow-up questions and 
provide clarity around anything that might have come up on May 22.  I have 
been grateful for these additional conversations.  They have both challenged me 
and renewed my hope in God’s continued work through Dyersburg FUMC.  I 
plan to attend two more Sunday School classes and then hold a final 
conversation for those who may not be in a Sunday School class or who may 
have missed my visit to their own Sunday School class.  
  
Absent a full congregational meeting, I do want to make sure that our whole 
congregation has the same information.  Realizing that the information I have 
given to Sunday School classes is often in response to questions that are raised, 
I want to make sure that everyone has the same basic facts to work from. 
  
 The only changes to the United Methodist Book of Discipline as a result of 

the 2019 Special Called General Conference in St. Louis were changes that 
strengthened the language prohibiting LGBTQ weddings in our churches 
and by our ministers, and prohibiting the ordination of self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals. You can see these changes by searching online for 
“Book of Discipline Addendum and Errata 2019.” 

  
 There is no requirement for United Methodist congregations to hold any 

sort of vote unless they are voting to disaffiliate with the United Methodist 
Church.  If a congregation wishes to remain United Methodist, then no vote 
is necessary.  Dyersburg First United Methodist Church has not voted on 
anything. 

  
 One of the additions to the Book of Discipline as a result of the Special 

Called General Conference in 2019 is what is often called the “Gracious 
Exit Plan” or “Paragraph 2553.”  This paragraph provides standard terms 
for churches to disaffiliate and gives the trustees of a particular annual 
conference the opportunity to alter those terms for their context. Those 
churches in the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Annual Conference who 
disaffiliated were required to pay two years’ worth of apportionments and 
their fair share of the conference’s unfunded pension liability.  All of the 
disaffiliation agreements are available on the conference website at 
www.twkumc.org.  The Book of Discipline provides for the “gracious exit” 
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NEW UPPER ROOMS 
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Upper Rooms are in! 
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your May - June 
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22ND ANNUAL GOLDEN 
CROSS SENIOR MINISTRIES 

GOLF CLASSIC 2022 
Thursday, September 8, 2022 

Windyke Country Club 
8 am and 1 pm Flights 

Sponsorships available in ALL 
Levels. 

Register and sponsor online: 
www.goldencross.org 

plan to expire on December 31, 2023, although it may 
be extended since the next meeting of General 
Conference will not be until 2024. 

  

• The final step in disaffiliation is a vote by the Annual 

Conference.  This year at the Tennessee-Western 
Kentucky Annual Conference, the delegates voted to 
approve the disaffiliation of 60 local churches.  The 
Mississippi River District, of which our congregation 
is part, had the most disaffiliations of any district in 
the conference with 16.  While these 60 local 
churches account for roughly 6% of the churches in 
the conference, their aggregate effect on the 
conference budget is only about 3%.  Roughly forty 
other local churches in the Tennessee-Western 
Kentucky Conference have inquired about 
disaffiliation for 2023. 

 

• The process for disaffiliation begins in the church 

council. If the church council chooses to hold a 
congregational vote, and the congregation votes by a 
2/3 majority to leave the denomination then the 
congregation may disaffiliate under the terms noted in 
#3 above (two years’ worth of apportionments and the 
congregation’s fair share of unfunded pension 
liability).  For reference, our apportionments for 2022 
are $106,761, and the estimate of our congregation’s 
fair share of unfunded pension liability is roughly five 
times that amount.  That would put the cost of 
disaffiliation at roughly $750,000. 

  

• Most of the churches that have disaffiliated have been 

small membership churches. 
 

• One concern that I have heard is that the bishop of the 

Mountain Sky Conference in the Western Jurisdiction 
is a self-avowed, practicing homosexual.  That is 
true.  Bishop Karen Oliveto was elected and 
consecrated as bishop at the 2016 Jurisdictional 
Conference of the Western Jurisdiction.  Immediately 
upon her consecration, the delegates from the South 
Central Jurisdiction requested a declaratory decision 
from the Judicial Council about Bishop Oliveto’s 
consecration.  For more information, I refer you to 
this Q & A from the Mountain Sky Conference 
(https://bit.ly/3yGdpVE). 

 

• I will speak for those of us who attended Annual 

Conference this year by sharing that it was one of the 
most Spirit-filled, Spirit-led annual conferences that I 
have ever attended.  In fact, I was shocked by how 
moved I was personally.  I encourage you to watch 
the videos that are available, particularly the 
conversation between Bishops McAlilly and 
Bickerton (the president of the Council of 

(Continued from page 1) Bishops).  You can find all of the videos on the 
www.twkumc.org website.  It was a testament to the 
strength of our connection and convicted our hearts 
that God is still working mightily through the United 
Methodist Church.  

  

• A small group of church leaders will be following up 

with Sunday School classes as I finish making my 
rounds to provide more information, and I will be 
reaching out to Sunday School classes as well to 
encourage them (you) to have more conversations 
about this among yourselves.  We needn’t belabor it, 
but we do want to make sure that everyone has a 
chance to be heard and to share their thoughts and 
anxieties.  Sometimes that is best done without an 
“outsider” present.  

  
If you have any other basic informational questions that I 
can answer, please don’t hesitate to contact me or any 
other member of Church Council.  My commitment to 
you is that we are going to make the main thing, the main 
thing.  According to our congregational vision and 
mission, the main thing is “to know, love, share, and 
serve Christ” and “to love God above everything and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves.”  That is my 
commitment and my joy, and I pray that it is yours as 
well. 
  
As I go, please let me recommend a quick, easy, 
insightful book to you.  It’s called Help! My Church is 
Leaving Me: Adapting to a Changing UMC (https://
amzn.to/3Pn8UF5).  
  
I am grateful for all of you, your love for God and 
neighbor, and your love for the church. 
  
Mary Beth  
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…sympathy and prayers to Wilson and Tori 
Armstrong and family in the death of 
Wilson’s grandmother, Anita Armstrong, 
who passed away July 11. 

 
 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
Year-to-date contribution statements are going out soon, 
mostly by email. If you do not have an email on file, your 
statement will automatically be sent in the mail. If you do 
not receive yours, please let Karen or Melinda know. We 
will be glad to print one for you. 

ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
Do you have information to be printed in the newsletter? 
Maybe you have a birth announcement, a wedding 
announcement, or an upcoming Sunday School social.  
Please give your information to Michelle in the church 
office.   
It’s easy. Call—285-6454, fax—287-7870 or email— 
mtriplett@fumcdyersburg.com.   
Deadline is Tuesdays at noon each week.  

RECORD OF LOYALTY (07/10/22) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  141 
In Person Worship  136 
Sunday School 69 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $7,924.00 
Needed to Date  $572,037.85 
Received to Date  $327,226.95 
 
Communion Offering - School Supplies $280.00 

     Tithes and offerings 

The mission and ministry of Dyersburg FUMC is now 
more vital than ever.  Although you can bring your 
offerings with you to church on Sunday, you can also 
still mail them or go online. It’s easy: mail your check to 
the church at P.O. Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025 OR 
give online by going to https://fumcdyersburg.com/
donate. 

Hello Church Family! 
  
Camp is NEXT WEEK. Can You believe it?  
 
Do you know kiddos who are in Kindergarten thru 5th 
Grade?  They can still sign up for camp! 
 
Are you past the age of the campers and want to join in on 
the excitement? We've got plenty of opportunities for you 
to help us out during the DayShore week at any schedule 
you can offer to us! 
  
We're planning to have camp in as much space on our 
property as possible, and that means we'll need a fair 
amount of support from you as the church!  Specifically 
we need volunteers who are willing to be with the small 
groups, people wanting to participate in games/activities 
and worship, and especially camp nurses (medically 
licensed individuals). We have so many wonderful 
volunteer opportunities and we hope that you will join us. 
  

Peace & Grace 
Tori Armstrong 

  
Camper Registration: https://min.link/77U 
Volunteer Registration: https://min.link/7hh 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

THANK YOU 
Dear Church Family, 
Words cannot express our heartfelt gratitude for your love 
and support during this time of bereavement. Thank you 
for your prayers and kind words of condolences. Our 
family feels privileged to have so many supportive 
friends.  

Peace & Grace 
Bart & Tammy Jowers 

MISSION MINDED 
As you travel this summer, please consider sharing the 
travel sized toiletry items provided in your hotel room 
with our Assistance program.   We especially need travel 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, and disposable razors to round 
out the toiletry items we have on hand. All donations are 
appreciated. 
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IS THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH REALLY…? 
 

The following article was recently shared here (https://bit.ly/3RuhfZt) as Part One of a series of Frequently Asked 
Questions.  We will continue to print these articles as they are published. 
 
At Ask The UMC, we have been answering an increasing number of questions from congregations wondering about the 
future of The United Methodist Church and whether they should consider disaffiliating from it. Among these have been 
some recurrent questions that reflect misperceptions or misinformation that some congregations are receiving as they are 
discerning their next steps. 
 
This is the first of a series of articles we will present to offer accurate responses to such misperceptions or 
misinformation. This article focuses on matters relating to theology, pensions, and benefits. The next article in the series 
will focus on matters relating to human sexuality.               
 
We welcome your questions, and invite you to contribute to future articles in this series by sharing what you are hearing 
about the process of disaffiliation or the future of The United Methodist Church. Write to AskTheUMC@umc.org. 
 
Is The UMC really... 
 
1. Splitting at this time? No. The term “split” applies when there is a negotiated agreement within the denomination to 
divide assets and resources. No such agreement has been made in The United Methodist Church. The earliest point at 
which such an agreement could be made would be at the next General Conference to be held in 2024.  
A more accurate term, as suggested by the Rev. William Lawrence, retired dean of Perkins School of Theology and 
former member of the Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church, is “splintering.” What is happening is that some 
traditionalist leaders have decided to create their own denomination (the Global Methodist Church). Leaders of that 
denomination and other unofficial advocacy groups, such as the Wesleyan Covenant Association, which created it, are 
encouraging like-minded United Methodist congregations and clergy to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church 
and join their denomination instead. 
 
2. Asking traditionalists to leave the denomination? No. The requests for disaffiliations are coming largely from 
traditionalists. Keith Boyette, former president of the Wesleyan Covenant Association and now leader of the Global 
Methodist Church, describes the reasons he and other leaders are asking traditionalists to leave beginning at 13:32 in this 
video. (https://bit.ly/3ImynvJ) 
 
3. About to alter its doctrine to deny the virgin birth, the divinity of Jesus Christ or salvation through Christ 
alone? No. All of these positions are bedrock in the doctrinal standards of The United Methodist Church, more 
specifically in the Articles of Religion and the Confession of Faith. These cannot be altered without a two-thirds vote of 
the General Conference followed by a three-fourths aggregate approval of all annual conferences of The United 
Methodist Church worldwide. There is no basis to conclude such majorities can be achieved to alter the Articles and 
Confession for any reason.    
 
Here is what the Articles and Confession say on these matters. And will continue to say. 
 
Virgin Birth and Divinity of Jesus 
Articles of Religion, Article II: 
“The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the very and eternal God, of one substance with the Father, took man’s nature 
in the womb of the blessed Virgin.” 
 
Confession of Faith, Article II: 
“We believe in Jesus Christ, truly God and truly man, in whom the divine and human natures are perfectly and 
inseparably united. He is the eternal Word made flesh, the only begotten Son of the Father, born of the Virgin Mary by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Salvation apart from faith in Jesus Christ 
Articles of Religion, Article IX: 
“We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith.” 
 
Confession of Faith, Article IX: 
“We believe we are never accounted righteous before God through our works or merit, but that penitent sinners are 
justified or accounted righteous before God only by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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4. Intending to change the Bible? No. The United Methodist Church has no official translation of the Bible and has 
never sought to alter the Bible at all. United Methodists have always had a variety of views about how to interpret 
specific passages of Scripture and likely always will. 
 
5. Allowing congregations that exit the denomination to continue to offer the same pension and health benefits 
programs to their clergy and staff? No. The Book of Discipline does not permit non-UMC entities to be plan sponsors 
of the Clergy Retirement Security Program. Only a General Conference can change this. Churches that disaffiliate will 
face changes to the benefits they can offer their clergy. Individual congregations and clergy that join the Global 
Methodist Church (GMC) will be eligible to participate in a retirement plan offered by the GMC, which will be a 
Wespath defined-contribution retirement plan similar to a United Methodist Personal Investment Plan (UMPIP). 
 
Elders and deacons who withdraw under Discipline ¶360 will have all assets accrued in CRSP and previous programs in 
which they may have participated (defined benefit and defined contribution) converted into a cash equivalent and placed 
into their United Methodist Personal Investment Plan (UMPIP). Future retirement plan contributions may be made to the 
new retirement plan described above which, like UMPIP, is a personal retirement account subject to the effects of the 
stock market and other investments on its value. 
 
Nor, at this time, is it possible for individual congregations (whether in the Global Methodist Church or in the UMC) to 
be plan sponsors for the HealthFlex health insurance programs Wespath offers unless a congregation has more than 50 
eligible employees. United Methodist annual conferences are the plan sponsors for congregations with fewer than 50 
eligible employees. This means individual congregations with fewer than 50 eligible employees currently participating in 
these programs that exit The United Methodist Church at this time can no longer offer these benefits to their clergy and 
employees effective with the date of disaffiliation. Clergy currently covered by HealthFlex, whether they disaffiliate or 
not, are eligible to continue on the health insurance plan by paying 100% of the costs themselves for up to 18 months. At 
that point, the HealthFlex plan is no longer available to them. Individual congregations and clergy who join the Global 
Methodist Church may participate in the health benefits selected by the Global Methodist Church, which may include 
HealthFlex. 
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, July 17, 2022 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Amos 8:1-12 

Psalm 52 or Psalm 82 
Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Bill Jordan 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
 
 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

If Jesus is the answer to the deepest longings of our souls, 
why wouldn’t we want to welcome people into the church 
and let them discover that to? 

Needs for July: 
Saltine Crackers 
Pasta Sauce 
Chicken & Dumplings 
Salt & Pepper Shakers 
Can Openers 
Garlic Powder or Garlic Salt 
Onion Powder 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 285-6454, when you get to the 
FLC. 

 
*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 


