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Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

SUNDAY, MAY 22 
VIDEO RECORDER 

John Feith 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or 
our Facebook page at Dyersburg 
First United Methodist Church. You 
can also watch previous sermons on 
either site.  

Pastoral thoughts  
Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC, 
 
Last Sunday I preached one of the most difficult sermons I have ever preached, 
and at the encouragement of a church member whom I deeply trust and hold in 
high regard as both a human and a Christian, I am sharing my final thoughts 
below:   
****************************************** 
I am aware that folks in our congregation are feeling some anxiety about the 
decision of some of our neighboring churches to disaffiliate with the United 
Methodist Church, and about the decision of some to join a brand-new 
denomination called the Global Methodist Church that launched at the 
beginning of this month.  I am aware that there is anxiety that those churches 
have some information that we don’t which has led to their decisions.  I am also 
aware, and this makes me very sad, that there is a lot of wrong information 
floating around our church and our community—in fact, at least one person in 
our congregation heard from someone in the community that our congregation 
had voted to disaffiliate with the United Methodist Church.  Some of the wrong 
information, I am afraid, is being launched into the world by folks who are part 
of this congregation.   
 
Next Sunday night, May 22, our retiring District Superintendent, Dr. Cynthia 
Davis, along with our incoming District Superintendent, Dr. David Weatherly, 
are going to join us at 6 pm to answer any questions that you might have about 
how the postponement of General Conference affects our denomination and our 
local churches, and any questions that will help clarify information that you 
have heard from other people in the community or from other churches.  They 
will be here for an hour, and to make the absolute best use of our time we are 
asking you to submit questions for them to Karen before May 18. We will 
tentatively plan to meet again a few weeks later should we determine that would 
be helpful.    
 
My prayer is that this will be a time to prepare us for a larger time of 
discernment about who we are as a church and what God is calling us to do.  In 
the past three years we have survived a pandemic and become a church with a 
leaner staff. We have learned that there are things about who we are that 
absolutely cannot change while there are some things that we must change for 
the sake of our mission in the community and in the world.  These are long, 
important conversations that require deep listening to one another and to the 
Holy Spirit. 
   
Here is what I know.  I know that the individuals in this congregation will never 
be of one mind on everything.  And we shouldn’t be.  The moment we have 
whittled ourselves down to only the people who agree on everything we will 
have obliterated the church.  And we will each sit in our echo chambers of 
personal comfort not to be bothered by those with whom we disagree, and that 
is what is wrong with the world right now.  We have closed ourselves in with 
the people who most agree with us and demonized those who don’t.   
 

(Continued on page 2) 

SENIOR SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 22 

 9:00 A.M. Sunday School 

10:15 A.M. Morning Service 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


 

RECORD OF LOYALTY (05/15/22) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  116 
In Person Worship  162 
Sunday School 51 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $5,161.00 
Needed to Date  $408,598.46 
Received to Date  $226,133.70 

LAKESHORE SUMMER CAMP 
It’s time to start thinking about registering for Lakeshore 
summer camp. The church pays $200 of members’ 
children’s registration fees. Registration forms are 
available in the church office. You can also register online 
at lakeshorecamp.org and indicate that the church will pay 
$200 of your fee. Lakeshore will call us and confirm your 
membership.  
There is an interesting camp for kids unfamiliar with 
Lakeshore that you might be interested in called “Mom/
Dad and Me.” It is on the weekend of June 25 - 26 and is 
attended by the child and a parent. 

Congregational Q&A with District Superintendents 
Join us this Sunday, May 22, at 6 pm when we will be 
joined by our retiring District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. 
Cynthia Davis, and our incoming District Superintendent, 
Rev. Dr. David Weatherly. They will be present to answer 
questions about the United Methodist Church and the 
implications of a postponed General Conference. Please 
park downstairs and enter at the Fellowship Hall. 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION 
MINISTRY 

Are you interested in helping with 
our homebound communion 
ministry? We are looking for more 

volunteers to assist in this meaningful ministry. 
Homebound communion stewards serve communion two 
to three times a year at the most. If interested, please 
contact Gay Carole Wagner at 676-7787. 

We will never all agree on how the United Methodist 
Book of Discipline should include homosexual persons in 
the life of the church. Some of us think that the language 
about homosexual persons should be removed altogether, 
some think that local churches should be allowed to make 
those decisions by themselves, and some believe that the 
language about homosexual persons should be stricter 
than it already is.  We will not all agree.   
 
But just imagine this:  Rather than causing irreparable, 
irreversible harm by reducing all of this complexity down 
to a vote to leave the denomination or stay—a move that I 
assure you would cause deep, deep harm—what if instead 
we chose to hold all of our varying understandings and 
convictions in tension with each other and love each other 
deeply.  What a testimony that would be to the world.  
What a reflection of God’s deep love and the power of 
reconciliation if we just took time to breathe, to listen, to 
watch, and to share with one another.  The world wants 
us to break apart because watching the world burn is far 
more interesting and exciting than watching a group of 
disciples share a table together despite disagreements, and 
more exciting than watching them patiently wait to see 
what God is going to do with the church.  That’s not good 
gossip.  If they are going to say anything about us, let 
them say that our way of traveling into this unknown 
territory by sharing a table and loving each other deeply 
makes no sense at all.   
 
You may not agree with everything I’ve just said.  You 
may not agree with anything that I’ve just said, but that’s 
OK.  I love today’s scripture because it reminds us that 
God is always putting the pieces of the puzzle together, 
even when we can’t perceive it.  Someone said the other 
day that the United Methodist Church is in the 
wilderness, like it was a bad thing.  But I trust the 
scripture that tells me over and over again that the 
wilderness is where God does God’s best work.  
 
Let us be converted to love another deeply, to wait and to 
breathe, to listen, trusting that God is always creating in 
us and through us the new and beautiful creation that God 
has in mind. 

With deep love, 
Mary Beth 

(Continued from page 1) 

Monday, May 30, the 
church offices and 

Family Life Center will 
be closed. 

THANK YOU 
Dear Friends in Mission, 
Thank you! 
The dear people you helped with your gift may never 
have the opportunity to meet you, but if they did, I am 
certain their response would be - Thank you! 
Through your financial support you are serving within a 
vital web of interactive relationships, partnering to engage 
globally in direct ministry to people in need. 
Grace and peace, 
Roland Fernandes, Gen. Secretary Global Ministries 
Supporting World Hunger and Poverty, gift total $2,053. 

https://lakeshorecamp.org/


We're so excited for everything coming during the 
summer months for KidMin here at FUMC Dyersburg. 
However there's one thing that we're missing, and that 
is ..... VOLUNTEERS! 
  
It takes all hands on deck to get everything done, 
especially for the camps at the start and end of our 
summer. Both camps are going to need volunteers who 
will give generously of their time to play with kids, help 
make lunches, sit in on lessons, do some heavy lifting and 
setup, be a camp nurse for a day, and in general have your 
day blessed by conversations with kids about how much 
God loves them. 
  
If you'd be interested in knowing more you can email me 
at tfrazier@fumcdyersburg.com so that I can show you all 
the opportunities for each camp and how to register as a 
volunteer. 
  

Have a blessed day! 
Peace & Grace 

Tori 

MISSION NEWS 
 
Mission Blitz thoughts from Deana Self:  
“How would Jesus design our community? I think He 
would design it where we work and serve alongside each 
other loving all his people! Sometimes, it’s not pretty. 
Most times it’s not.  Sometimes it’s uncomfortable. Most 
times it’s  not convenient. But, when we decide to spend 
our time caring for others, He blesses us abundantly! 
FUMC showed up at Bruce with over 40 volunteers and 
loved our neighbors! Now, let’s love the people he puts in 
our path this week!” 
Thank you Deana and all the volunteers! 
 
Golden Cross Ministry: 
Thus far the communion offering this month for this vital 
ministry is $692! 
 

THANK YOU CHURCH! 
Your Mission Team 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong Dear FUMC, 

  
This Sunday we honor our Seniors. Please join us at 
10:15 am to celebrate the class of 2022. If you have 
not yet signed or shared a favorite verse with our 
seniors in their Bibles, please do so prior to the 
Sunday school hour this week. Thank you for your 
support of the class of 2022. 
  

Thank you,  
 Emily Sprunger 

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 
6th Sunday of Easter  

Senior Sunday 
 

Acts 16:9-15 
 Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

 
9:00 am Sunday School 

9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 
10:15 am Worship 

Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 
 preaching 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team Jimmy Crisp - 2828 Old Spanish Trail, #313,  
 Houston, TX 77054 

Rodger Jowers 
Janie Stafford 
Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 
Mike Kesterson - Karen’s husband 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Marty Jasper 
Sue Nicks 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Bill Jordan 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway, Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

There are spiritually hungry people in our community 
who look at our congregation and wonder if they can 
belong in our congregation.  Do we notice them? 

Saltine Crackers, Grape 
Jelly, Pork & Beans, 
Garlic Powder, Onion 
Powder, Can Openers 

HELP NEEDED WITH FURNITURE 
An elderly lady in the Peach Tree Apartments is in need 
of a sofa/sectional/ or love seat and two fabric covered 
chairs. All she has is a bed and coffee table. If anyone 
has any of these items to donate, please phone Amelia 
Wilkes at 731-285-7877 and leave a message. Thank you 
for your assistance. 

RECYCLE UPPER ROOMS 
After you finish an Upper Room devotional, please save it 
and recycle it. The recycle box is in the Connect Center 
inside the Troy entrance. 


