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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

SUNDAY, MAY 15 
VIDEO RECORDER 

Scott Self 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 
10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media or 
our Facebook page at Dyersburg 
First United Methodist Church. You 
can also watch previous sermons on 
either site.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

9:00 A.M. 
Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 

Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class - 

Classroom 204  
 9:15 am Koinonia Class - Koinonia 

classroom 

Pastoral thoughts  
Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
Last Sunday I was traveling home from Dallas, where Joshua and Clare—along 
with their two teammates—competed in the VEX Robotics World 
Championships.  I’m happy to brag if you ask me to, but the point of sharing 
that is to offer my sincere gratitude to all of you for being the church. 
 
If I tried to thank everyone by name I would surely leave someone out, but the 
thanks is really directed toward everyone—to those who led worship on Sunday 
from the front and from the back, to those who show up every week and make 
worship run smoothly, and to the entire congregation for the grace you extended 
to Rev. Sam Chambers and to everyone else who took up the mantle of 
leadership on Sunday.  This is an amazing congregation and I am so grateful to 
live and work with you and among you. 
 
We’re rolling into some of the busiest and most exciting weeks of the year, and 
I hope you’ll mark your calendars: 
 
May 14, 9:45 pm—Mission Blitz.  Meet downstairs by the Fellowship Hall at 
9:45 and be ready to have a great time at Bruce Community Center. 
 
May 15, 10:15 am—Sunday Morning Worship.  If you want to get a jump on 
the sermon, take some time to read Acts 10-11. 
 
May 15, 6:00 pm—Youth Parent Meeting in Rawles Hall to discuss summer 
plans and ways to welcome our new CYMT Resident, Lenae Baldwin. 
 
May 20—Dyersburg High School Graduation.  Pray for all of our graduating 
seniors and their families as they celebrate this milestone! 
 
May 22, 10:15 am—Senior Sunday Celebration.  Join us in worship as we 
are led by our graduating seniors and have the chance to thank God for their 
lives among us! 
 
May 22, 6:00 pm—Congregational Q&A with District Superintendents.  
There is a lot of information floating around about the state of the United 
Methodist Church—both correct and incorrect.  Join us as we meet with our 
outgoing and incoming District Superintendents, and submit any questions you 
have for them to kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com before May 18, 2022. 
 

Grateful for all of you! 
 

Mary Beth 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
mailto:kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com


 

RECORD OF LOYALTY (05/08/22) 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  91 
In Person Worship  129 
Sunday School 44 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $33,609.43 
Needed to Date  $388,168.54 
Received to Date  $220,972.70 

MISSION NEWS 
 

MISSION BLITZ:  

• Saturday, May 14 at 9:45 - Meet downstairs by 
Fellowship Hall of our church, and we will travel to 
the Bruce Community Center together.  

• Wear your “Love your neighbor,” t-shirt, old 
Mission Blitz shirt, or any comfortable clothing.  

• There will be something for everyone: cleaning, 
Bible club with children, pick-up basketball, and 
flower beds.  

We have committed to 30 church members to help with 

Mission Blitz, but we would love to have more!  

 

 

Do you need to do laundry?  

FUMC Laundry Room is open!  

Thursdays 1 - 3p.m.  

Two Loads Maximum per visit  

First come, first served  

at the FLC behind the Church.  

LAKESHORE SUMMER CAMP 
It’s time to start thinking about registering for Lakeshore 
summer camp. The church pays $200 of members’ 
children’s registration fees. Registration forms are 
available in the church office. You can also register online 
at lakeshorecamp.org and indicate that the church will pay 
$200 of your fee. Lakeshore will call us and confirm your 
membership.  
There is an interesting camp for kids unfamiliar with 
Lakeshore that you might be interested in called “Mom/
Dad and Me.” It is on the weekend of June 25 - 26 and is 
attended by the child and a parent. 

Congregational Q&A with District Superintendents 
Join us on Sunday, May 22 at 6:00 pm when we will be 
joined by our retiring District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. 
Cynthia Davis, and our incoming District Superintendent, 
Rev. Dr. David Weatherly. They will be present to answer 
questions about the United Methodist Church and the 
implications of a postponed General Conference. 
Questions need to be submitted to the church office by 
Wednesday, May 18 (kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com) 
in order to ensure that they will be addressed at the 
meeting. 

HOMEBOUND  COMMUNION MINISTRY 
Are you interested in 
helping with our 
homebound communion 
ministry? We are looking 
for more volunteering to 
assist in this meaningful 
ministry. Homebound 
communion stewards serve 
communion two to three 

times a year at the most. If interested, please contact Gay 
Carole Wagner at 676-7787. 

SENIOR SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, May 22 

 9:00 A.M. Sunday School 

10:15 A.M. Morning Service 

THANK YOU 
Dear Church, 
Thank you for providing a wonderful memorial service 
and luncheon to celebrate the life of our son Russell. We 
felt the presence of the Holy Spirit through the words and 
love shown by those serving and attending.  

Our hearts are full of gratitude! 
Steve and Melissa Barton  

Monday, May 30, the 
church offices and 

Family Life Center will 
be closed. 

https://lakeshorecamp.org/
mailto:kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com


 

Do you have information to be printed in the newsletter? 
Maybe you have a birth announcement, a wedding 
announcement, or an upcoming Sunday School social. 
Please give your information to Patti Lou
office. 
It
plparker
Deadline is Tuesdays at noon each week. 

Hello Church Family, 
  
As you know we are moving into our summer months 
soon, and that means it's Camp Season. This Summer we 
are bookending our summer with two camps. 
  
The first week of summer, 6/6 - 6/10, we will co-host 
WinShape Camp with First Baptist Dyersburg. The last 
week of our Summer, 7/18 - 7/22, we will host DayShore 
Camp on our property as well. 
  
With both of those camps expecting FULL CAPACITY, 
we will be in need of people who are willing to be 
sponsors for kids to attend either/both camp(s). A visual 
representation of funds raised will be displayed in the 
Connect Center. 
  
Both camps have a main color, WinShape = Red and 
DayShore = Orange. Using those colors, we will have 
stations set up with RED & ORANGE. 
 
WinShape Camp cost per child: $224 
DayShore Camp cost per child: $110 
  
We will rejoice, celebrate, and be grateful for any and all 
donations. Thank you in advance as we know this is a 
decision that will be prayed over and taken very seriously. 
May God bless every donation, sponsor, and child that 
this will benefit this summer. 
  

With Thanks, 
FUMC Dyersburg Kids 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong Dear FUMC, 

Until Senior Sunday, May 22nd, we will have Bibles 
set out for the Class of 2022. You are invited to 
highlight a favorite verse and sign your name.  I will 
have note cards as well so you can leave small notes 
of encouragement for our seniors. They will be 
available to be signed before and after church 
services, as well as during the week. Thank you for 
your support of the Class of 2022! 

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

WHY WE SING– PART II  
As we have discussed, one reason we sing in church is 

because we have been instructed to do so by the founders of 
our faith and our Savior.  There are other reasons, however, 
and these bear discussion as well. 

The most famous prayer in all Christendom, taught to us 
by Jesus himself, begins with words, “Our 
Father.” (Matthew 6:9)  The father-child relationship 
between God and his people is a recurring theme throughout 
the Bible and raises another argument in favor of singing 
and expressed praise in church:  Our Father … wants to hear 
the voices of His children.  What parent doesn’t want to hear 
their children’s voices?   

The Bible has many verses directing us to sing.  This is 
a familiar refrain in the Book of Psalms, which is in fact a 
songbook inspired by God.  Psalm 47:6, for instance, tells us 
to, “Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises unto our 
King, sing praises.”  Paul encourages his fledgling churches 
to continue this practice.  In Colossians 3:16 he writes, “Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.”    As noted, it is a common instruction across the 
Bible.    Is it just because our Father wants to hear from His 
children?  No; there’s more. 

Singing connects us to our past as a church, but also to 
one another.  Near-universal literacy is a very modern 
construct.  For most of the past, people could neither read 
nor write.  Learning scripture was a matter of wrote 
memorization, as was learning the miracle of God’s 
boundless love and how we should behave as Christians.  
Our predecessors learned about Jesus and the vast theology 
of our faith through song.  Embedded in those grand, old 
hymns are Bible verses, explanations for the complexities of 
our faith, and a steady stream of praises that we, as a 
worshiping community, can lift to our Father together.  We 
learn from our songs and share that learning when we sing 
them together.  Said another way, our shared worship unites 
us; our voices should be united similarly. 

There is one additional compelling reason for singing in 
our faith: It appears we will be singing a lot in heaven!  In 
Revelation 5:13, John writes, “And then I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea.  They sang: “Blessing and honor and glory and 
power belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the 
Lamb forever and ever.” 

So, it is not just that our Father wants to hear our voices.  
Our singing strengthens our understanding of God’s Word 
and His plans for us, but also connects us to our past, to one 
another, and to our miraculous future. 

YOUTH PARENT MEETING 
There is a youth parent meeting on Sunday, May 15 at 
6:00 pm in Rawles Hall. We have lots of work to do, so 
please be sure to join us!  
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Sunday, May 15, 2022 
5th Sunday of Easter  

 
Acts 11:1-18 
 Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 

 
9:00 am Sunday School 

9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 
10:15 am Worship 

Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 
 preaching 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team Rodger Jowers 
Janie Stafford 
Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 
Mike Kesterson - Karen’s husband 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Marty Jasper 
Sue Nicks 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Bill Jordan 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway, Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

"We want to go to heaven and take as many people as 
possible with us as we can."  

Peggy Walker 

Saltine Crackers, Grape Jelly, 
Pork & Beans, Garlic Powder, 
Onion Powder, Can Openers 

HELP NEEDED WITH FURNITURE 
An elderly lady in the Peach Tree Apartments is in need 
of a sofa/sectional/ or love seat and two fabric covered 
chairs. All she has is a bed and coffee table. If anyone 
has any of these items to donate, please phone Amelia 
Wilkes at 731-285-7877 and leave a message. Thank you 
for your assistance. 


