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The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

SUNDAY, MAY 8 
VIDEO RECORDER 

David Wagner 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning 
at 10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media 
or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United 
Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

9:00 A.M. 
Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 

Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class-

Classroom 204  
 9:15 am Koinonia Class - 

Koinonia classroom 

Pastoral thoughts  
Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
One of the few things that I find more spiritually profound than serving Holy 
Communion is witnessing others receive it.  Last Sunday as I was watching 
our congregation kneel and receive the holy meal I noticed two children in 
line with a parent.  When the children came to kneel, it became clear that 
squeezing another person in would be awkward, so that parent remained in 
line while the children received Communion.  For a split second I felt a bit of 
smidgen of sadness that the parent wouldn’t be kneeling with the children, 
but as I watched the parent watching the children kneel together and pray 
together, I realized that my sadness was unfounded. These children were 
kneeling and receiving Communion with their family—their family in Christ.  
The same family who vowed at their baptism to surround them with love and 
forgiveness, to pray for them, and to teach them in word and deed what it 
means to follow Jesus.  It was such a beautiful gift of grace to watch, and a 
testimony to the power of the body of Christ to form and to welcome us 
wholeheartedly into a new family. 
 
I hope that you will worship with this family on Sunday, May 8.  Our guest 
preacher is Rev. Sam Chambers.  He is the Director of the Wesley 
Foundation at University of Tennessee at Martin.  This will be his second 
time worshiping with us and I hope that you will make him feel welcome as 
he comes to share the word.   
 
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, May 22.  In the morning we will 
honor and celebrate our graduating seniors in worship, and in the evening we 
will gather again with our retiring District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Cynthia 
Davis, and our incoming District Superintendent, Dr. David Weatherly.  
They will be answering our questions about the United Methodist Church and 
the implications of the postponed General Conference.  If you have a 
question that you would like them to answer, please submit it to Karen 
Kesterson in the church office (kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com) by May 18. 
 
I will be praying for the Holy Spirit to be with you on Sunday as you worship 
together!   
 

With love, 
 

Mary Beth 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
mailto:kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com


 

RECORD OF LOYALTY (05/01/22) 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  120 
In Person Worship  103 
Sunday School 43
  
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $1,062,356.00 
Weekly Needs $20,429.92 
Weekly Giving  $33,609.43 
Needed to Date  $347,308.69 
Received to Date  $209,255.95 
 
 
COMMUNION OFFERING $502.00 
Golden Cross  Ministries  
 
 

MISSION NEWS 
 

MISSION BLITZ:  

• Saturday, May 14 at 9:45 - Meet in the upper 
parking lot of our church, and we will travel to the 
Bruce Community Center together.  

• Wear your “Love your neighbor,” t-shirt, old 
Mission Blitz shirt, or any comfortable clothing.  

• There will be something for everyone: cleaning, 
Bible club with children, pick-up basketball, and 
flower beds.  

We have committed to 30 church members to help with 

Mission Blitz, but we would love to have more!  

 

Do you need to do laundry?  

FUMC Laundry Room is open!  

Thursdays 1:00-3:00p.m.  

2 Loads Maximum per visit  

First come, first served  

at the FLC behind the Church.  

 

 
GOLDEN CROSS  MINISTRIES 

The mission of GOLDEN CROSS Senior Ministries is to 
enhance the quality of life for all seniors served by 
Wesley Living. (www.wesleyliving.com) 
This past Sunday, we collected $502.00 through our 
communion offering for this worthy ministry. Donations 
can be made to Golden Cross all through the month of 
May. Just signify on your check or envelope and place it 
in the offering plate, send it to the church, or online at 
fumcdyersburg.com/donate. Select Fund - monthly 
communion offering. 

ARTICLES FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
Do you have information to be printed in the newsletter? 
It’s easy. Call—285-6454, fax—287-7870 or email— 
plparker@fumcdyersburg.com. Articles must be turned 
in by Tuesdays at noon to be in that week’s newsletter. 

LAKESHORE SUMMER CAMP 
It’s time to start thinking about registering for Lakeshore 
summer camp. The church pays $200 of members’ 
children’s registration fees. Registration forms are 
available from Patti Lou Parker. You can also register 
online at lakeshorecamp.org and indicate that the church 
will pay $200 of your fee. Lakeshore will call us and 
confirm your membership. If you are unfamiliar with 
Lakeshore, Call Patti Lou, and she will fill you in.  
There is an interesting camp for kids unfamiliar with 
Lakeshore that you might be interested in called “Mom/
Dad and Me.” It is on the weekend of June 25 - 26 and is 
attended by the child and a parent. 

SUNDAY’S GUEST SPEAKER 
 
This coming Sunday, May 8, we will have a guest 
speaker, Rev. Sam Chambers,  from the UTM Wesley 
Foundation. Below you will find a biography about Sam. 
 
The Wesley Foundation at UT Martin offers a diverse 
Christian community that empowers students to explore 
their faith and to discover God's grace so that all may 
develop a strong and confident foundation in the 
Kingdom of God. At Wesley, we do this through 
worship, discipleship, fellowship, and service 
opportunities. This is made possible through the generous 
support of Wesley's interfaith partnerships that reflects 
the colorful mosaic of our diverse community. 
 
Sam came to the UTM Wesley Foundation in 2021. 
Before that, he served in the Purchase District for seven 
years. He is from Tipton County, and met his wife  
Melissa at the University of Memphis. Together, they 
have two daughters, Emma Grace and Julianna. Sam's 
passions include reading philosophy, gardening, and 
running. 

Congregational Q&A with District Superintendents 
 
Join us on Sunday, May 22 at 6:00 pm when we will be 
joined by our retiring District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. 
Cynthia Davis, and our incoming District 
Superintendent, Rev. Dr. David Weatherly. They will be 
present to answer questions about the United Methodist 
Church and the implications of a postponed General 
Conference. Questions need to be submitted to the 
church office by Wednesday, May 18 
(kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com) in order to ensure 
that they will be addressed at the meeting. 

https://dcfgajg.r.af.d.sendibt2.com/tr/cl/8Qog1zZcATjWNDaBHIJUend0vE8LeG0xECdd1-060L1VrjibsKj7T4hQT4Yj5M7CIwrB70Lmc4ccGs_nTQAagodH7AdB0oPjWSGnNtW54dGH0qVvMRa2TAuV8Swwu6l7ct0czqXmnQthJP7QhDiCzSazPLTZ2fcpTepGvExl15oYRpJcn-LZlTKhw5KSjK0dSlfBYWzZxDSgKh9mjTHN1FhOg
https://lakeshorecamp.org/
mailto:kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com


 

Do you have information to be printed in the newsletter? 
Maybe you have a birth announcement, a wedding 
announcement, or an upcoming Sunday School social. 
Please give your information to Patti Lou
office. 
It
plparker
Deadline is Tuesdays at noon each week. 

Hello Church Family, 
  
As you know we are moving into our summer months 
soon, and that means it's Camp Season. This Summer we 
are bookending our summer with two camps. 
  
The first week of summer, 6/6 - 6/10, we will co-host 
WinShape Camp with First Baptist Dyersburg. The last 
week of our Summer, 7/18-7/22, we will host DayShore 
Camp on our property as well. 
  
With both of those camps expecting FULL CAPACITY, 
we will be in need of people who are willing to be 
sponsors for kids to attend either/both camp(s.) A visual 
representation of funds raised will be displayed in the 
Connect Center. 
  
Both camps have a main color, WinShape = Red and 
DayShore = Orange. Using those colors, we will have 
stations set up with RED &   ORANGE. 
 
WinShape Camp cost per child: $224 
DayShore Camp cost per child: $110 
  
We will rejoice, celebrate, and be grateful for any and all 
donations. Thank you in advance as we know this is a 
decision that will be prayed over and taken very seriously. 
May God bless every donation, sponsor, and child that 
this will benefit this summer. 
  

With Thanks, 
FUMC Dyersburg Kids 

KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

Why We Sing – Part I  
Matthew Stafford 

 
With the loss of our beloved music leader, Dakota, 

we are experiencing what for some are uncomfortable 
variations in our music ministry.  Like every family that 
encounters change and hardships, we will get through 
this; but also like every family, we will get through this 
best if we pull together.  It is in that spirit that we should 
reexamine the role of singing within our Christian 
worship. 

The tradition of singing sacred songs can be traced 
to the earliest days of our faith.  In 1 Chronicles, after 
the Ark of the Covenant is moved into the tent David 
has prepared for it, David goes to the people to instruct 
them on the ways in which they will worship God.  Not 
surprisingly, he begins with a psalm (1 Chronicles 16:7).  
Then, after instructing God’s people to give thanks to 
the Lord by name, he commands his people to, “Sing 
unto Him, (and) sing psalms unto him” (16:8).  In this 
lengthy instruction, David expands his direction to all of 
the Earth:  “Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth 
from day to day his salvation” (16:23).  He continues, 
explaining, “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 
rejoice: and let men say among the nations, ‘The Lord 
reigneth.’ Let the sea roar, the fullness thereof: let the 
fields rejoice, and all that is therein. Then shall the trees 
of the wood sing out at the presence of the Lord, 
because he cometh to judge the earth.”  All of God’s 
creation sings at the presence of the Lord. 

The idea that the earth would erupt into song and 
praise should be familiar to us all.  When Jesus rides the 
donkey into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the people greet 
him by rejoicing and praising God “with a loud voice for 
all the might works that they had seen” (Luke 19:37).  
“Some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said 
unto him, ‘Master, rebuke thy disciples” (19:39).  Jesus 
answered, “I tell you that if these should hold their 
peace, the stones would immediately cry out” (19:39-
40). 

There are many, many calls for singing in the 
scripture.  It would require a book chapter to address 
them all!  Suffice it to say that our church leaders and 
even our Savior have instructed us to raise our voices to 
praise the name of the Lord.  Sing in praise; sing with a 
joyful heart.   

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

Dear FUMC, 
From May 1st until Senior Sunday, May 22nd, we 
will have Bibles set out for the Class of 2022. You 
are invited to highlight a favorite verse and sign 
your name.  I will have note cards as well so you 
can leave small notes of encouragement for our 
seniors. They will be available to be signed before 
and after church services, as well as during the 
week. Thank you for your support of the Class of 
2022! 
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Sunday, May 8, 2022 
4th Sunday of Easter  

 
Acts 9:36-43 

 Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17 

John 10:22-30 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Sam Chambers, 

 preaching 

Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team Rodger Jowers 
Janie Stafford 
Craig Jacobs - Tori’s step-father 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 
Mike Kesterson - Karen’s husband 

Olivia Grace Sigman  - Faye Sigman's  granddaughter 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Marty Jasper 
Sue Nicks 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Bill Jordan 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway, Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

Try putting yourself in the place of a visitor/guest.   
Are they nervous?  
Are they overwhelmed?   
They are most likely both of those things. 
 
Would they like for someone to speak to them and help 
them find their way?   
Biblical hospitality would definitely do both of those 
things. 
 
When greeting newcomers, just remember the Golden 
Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.”   
Matthew 7:12 

TUESDAY MORNING CLUB OUTING 
On Tuesday, May 10, the group will take a trip to the 
Safari Park. We will meet at 11:30 am in the Fellowship 
Hall and have pizza. We will then load the church bus and 
head for the Safari Park. The cost is $20 cash for the park 
and $3 if you want pizza. There will be sign-up sheets in 
Sunday School classes  and in the Connect Center Sunday 
morning . 


