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Over the next several months, our Sunday morning worship services will 
feature  presentations by our ministry team leaders.  On April 16, David Hayes, 
Chair of the Forward Momentum team, shared the following message with the 
congregation in worship:  
“The past few months have been heart-wrenching for many of us at FUMC, but 
last Sunday we experienced a magnificent Easter service celebrating the Risen 
Christ. The beautiful flowering cross was an outward sign to our community 
and to us of our tradition and new life.  
I am here this morning to spend a few minutes with you to share some initial 
thoughts about our future planning team, called Forward Momentum. Listening, 
planning, prayer, and work really are our major focus. 
 At Church Council last Monday our team was officially approved. We are 
charged with determining the short- and long-term goals and needs of our 
church. We will do this in connection with the other ministry and administrative 
teams in the church. Think of us as a Think Tank. Our team is made up of 
devoted members like you that are committed to FUMC today and for many 
years to come. Those in service with me are Maralyn Beck, David Wagner, 
Walt Bradshaw, Hugh Todd, III, Joe Yates, Carrie Newsome, Mark Hayes, 
Hubert Jones, Kristyn Gadlage, and Mary Beth.  
I have assigned HOMEWORK and they turned it in, and if you ask them I think 
they will tell you it was—and continues to be—a very thought-provoking, 
uplifting task. Your thoughts and input are very important to us so please reach 
out with your thoughts. Your prayers are also needed. 
Years ago I got to experience riding and working on a 12-meter America’s Cup 
Yacht. Besides WORKING as a crew mate, I learned firsthand what true sailors 
do. They look at the ocean for WIND. They then adjusted their sails to move 
their boat forward. Out of that came my favorite quote—You can’t change the 
direction of the wind; you have to adjust your sails.  
We are at that time at FUMC. The boat is not sinking. It is very much 
afloat with many devoted sailors (members) like you, but we will have to 
adjust the sails of FUMC.   
We will have to make some changes.  
Some of those changes are better and more efficient utilization of our building 
to reduce utility costs, working together to expand our missional efforts to serve 
our community, gathering in fellowship more, and increasing our commitments 
to youth and children’s programs. 
Our team has completed an exercise in looking at our strengths, our 
weaknesses, our 1-3 year goals, our 90-120 day goals, and creating our 30 
second elevator speeches about why we believe this is the place to gather, 
worship, and serve.  
The elevator speech quotes will start showing up in the newsletter, the bulletin, 
and on Facebook. They made all of us think about church—why its future is 
important to us and why others should join us. The 30 second elevator speech 
prepares us for the question, “Tell me why you are a member of FUMC and 
why should I join your community of faith.” Without first thinking about it, 
physically writing it down we all fumble for the words. 
Like some of you I have heard statements or been asked questions about our 
church’s future.  
WE ARE NOT DOOMED. WE ARE NOT DYING. WE ARE NOT BROKE. 
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This Sunday, April 23 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship Service 



…Mrs. Cherry Robertson and family in the 
death of her son, Mr. Jack Troy, Jr., who 
passed away Thursday, April 13, 2023.  

Hello Youth Families,  
I hope you are doing well and surviving the end of the 
school year. Seniors! Senior Sunday is May 7th! We are 
so excited to celebrate you!   
 
This week at Dayspring, we will continue our Easter 
Series “Plot Twist,” looking at what happened after Jesus 
was resurrected. We will talk about how When sin 
brings death, Jesus gives life. We will talk about how 
the people grieved Jesus' death and how we can grieve 
what's broken in our world, while also seeing the hope 
that Jesus brings. This coming week in Sunday School, 
we will finish up the first quarter, "Beginnings," in our 4-
part journey of the thread through the Bible. We just 
turned the corner on the first 13-week section of our look 
at the big-picture story of the Bible. We have a great time 
learning about the Bible and how we see the thread of the 
Gospel coursing through it. We live in a world that does 
not put a premium on the word FAITHFUL. Whether in 
relationships, in the workplace, or at school, we all know 
what it's like to experience the sting of unfaithfulness. In 
this week's lesson from the series “The Thread,” your 
student will learn about the faithfulness of God. In this 
week's lesson, we will learn that God was faithful to lead 
the Jewish people to the land He promised Moses. God 
continued His faithfulness to humankind when He sent 
His son Jesus, the Savior, to the earth. Your teenager will 
learn that God was, is, and always will be, faithful. I 
encourage you to encourage your teenager to jump back 
into our devotion book, tracing the thread as we enter the 
next quarter “A People Rise, A People Fall,” as we 
continue our year-long journey through the Bible. 
  

Blessings,  
Lenae 

       by Lenae Baldwin

RECORD OF LOYALTY (4/16/23) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  unavailable 
In Person Worship  106 
Sunday School 56 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2023 $784,797.00 
Weekly Needs $15,092.25 
Weekly Giving  $9,702.00 
Needed to Date  $241,476.00 
Received to Date $160,222.00 
 
Easter Communion Offering (UMCOR) $100.00 

LAKESHORE SUMMER CAMP 
It’s time to start thinking about registering for Lakeshore 
summer camp. The church pays $200 of members’ 
children’s registration fees. Registration forms are 
available online at lakeshorecamp.org. You can indicate 
that the church will pay $200 of your fee. Lakeshore will 
call us and confirm your membership.  

YOUTH AND FAMILY GATHERING 
RESCHEDULED 

All Youth and Families are encouraged to attend this 
important gathering at the parsonage (709 Wade Hampton 
Road) on Sunday, April 23, at 6 pm. We will have food 
and games, and the opportunity to share our thoughts on 
the future of youth ministry at DFUMC with our Youth 
Director Search Team. Siblings are welcome as well! 

THE BUILDING IS NOT FOR SALE.  
WE ARE ON A NEW PATH SET OUT FOR US BY 
GOD.  
He is walking with us on this journey. We are WITH 
CHRIST AND EACH OTHER.  
You are an important part of today AND the future.  
Together we ARE First United Methodist Church, a 
group of people with different backgrounds and thoughts 
but focused on worshiping, learning, growing in our faith 
walk, and serving our risen Christ together.   
You will be asked over the next couple of weeks to 
participate in this thought-provoking exercise. This WILL 
BE your opportunity to help us chart the future of our 
church. Until then our team stands ready to hear from you 
about your thoughts on our future course. Reach out to us. 
But I want to leave you with a couple of the 30 second 
elevator speeches developed by our team. As you will 
see, all of them have been very uplifting. 
1. FUMC is a community of Christ’s followers who 
worship together with respect for one another. We seek to 
learn and strengthen our faith through scripture and by 
sharing our varied life experiences. Our goal is to 
demonstrate God’s love to our surrounding community 
through service, support, and hospitality. 
2. At Dyersburg First United Methodist Church we are 
called to share who we are and what we have in our time, 
talents, and treasures for the sake of serving God and 
others. We seek to know and love Christ as well as love 
our neighbors as ourselves. This love is the foundation of 
our faith, and we are eager to share the joy that it brings 
with others.” 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://lakeshorecamp.org/


Summer Events 
 
Kid’s Gathering 
April 26th, May 10th 
After school in the Family Life Center 
“Come join us!” 
 
 
Summer Camps: 
  
WinShape (K-5th Grade) 
June 5-9 - Dyersburg Middle School 
$230 
Register: https://min.link/CFH 
  
DayShore (1st-5th Grade) 
June 19-23 - FUMC Dyersburg 
$150 
Register: https://min.link/CFK 
  
Lakeshore  
Multiple Dates 
More Info: https://lakeshorecamp.org/schedule/ 
 
Upward Sports 
K5-5th Grade 
July 8, 15, 22, 29 
Registration Coming! 
  
KidMin Summer Fun 
Pre-K-6th Grade 
June 3, 10, 17, 24 
 

THANK YOU 
Dear Dyersburg FUMC, 
...Your donations are a large reason that “God-moments” 
take place in the lives of our neighbors during their times of 
need. I would like to personally thank you for the financial 
support you have given to Reelfoot Rural Ministries in the 
amount of $4,119.71. Because of your generosity, we can 
be present to assist with groceries, dental and vision clinics, 
emergency financial and material support, essential home 
repairs, and other ministries as needs arise.  
...During the Toy Store in December, 264 families shopped 
for several new gifts for each of their children. As a result 
of your support, more than 700 children experienced the joy 
of new gifts on Christmas morning. Additionally, more than 
400 of God’s beloved in need of food security received 
grocery assistance. Dental clients were also served for their 
variety of oral health needs during the six dental clinic days 
offered in December.  
Thank you for partnering in the numerous ministry 
programs at Reelfoot Rural Ministries. You are an integral 
part of the mission of restoring hope and affirming God’s 
love for all our neighbors in Northwest Tennessee and 
Southwest Kentucky. May God bless you and those for 
whom you pray, as you seek to live out your calling as 
Christ’s disciple.  

Peace and Grace to you, 
Robert Craig 

Executive Director 

The May - June Upper Rooms are in! Please 
remember to save and recycle your  
previous devotional. Bring it with you when 
you pick up your new devotional. Both can 
be dropped and picked up in the Connect 
Center. 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In memory of: Given by:                                                
Dick McCormick Bernie and Linda DeBerry 
Dick McCormick Mr. and Mrs. Ken Hickman 
Dick McCormick Fred and Ellen Moore 
                                
  

           Memorials not listed this week, will be listed in 
next week’s issue. 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 
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Sunday, April 23, 2023 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Confirmation Sunday 
 
 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

In order to keep our teams 
informed about persons 

you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 
three weeks.  

 
Jason Jones - Hubert and Delores Jones’ son 
Marie Hardy 
Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Andrea Young Pope - Steven Parker’s Mom 
Patty Kleber - Marty Jasper’s niece 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jimmy Wilkes 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 
Patsy Lawson 
 
 

*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 

Hospital and 

Recently  ILL 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 731-285-6454 when you get to 
the FLC. 

Needs for April  
Granola bars, Pre-packaged 
salt and pepper shakers, 
pasta sauce, spaghetti 
noodles, nonfat dry milk, 
plastic jars of grape jelly 
 

Jesus calls us to a new way of life when he says, “If you 
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to 
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same.”  (Luke 6:32-33) 

Hospitality Corner 
From the Evangelism Team 

SENIOR SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, May 7 

 9:00 A.M. Sunday School 

10:15 A.M. Morning Service 


