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A publication of Dyersburg First United Methodist Church 

The Word 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
 

Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP FROM 
ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning at 10 
a.m. from our church’s webpage at 
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/
church-media/live-stream or our 
Facebook page at Dyersburg First 
United Methodist Church. You can 
also watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

Pastoral thoughts 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:15 A.M. 

 
Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
 
Koinonia Class - Koinonia  
   classroom  
 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners  
   classroom 
 
All Ages and Stages Class - Chapel 
   (This new Sunday School 
opportunity is designed for all adults, 
and we hope that it will be 
intergenerational.) 
 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
It was such a joy to celebrate another Confirmation Sunday with you! 
 
As I mentioned in my sermon on Sunday, our text for this week was so full of 
profound lessons that it was impossible to touch on all of them.  I highlighted 
two in my sermon—the faithfulness of Thomas who refused to accept anyone 
other than the bodily resurrected Jesus, and the mission of the church that 
began when Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit on the disciples as they hid together 
after  Jesus’s execution and subsequent resurrection. 
 
This text also contains some difficult verses, the study of which I found very 
enlightening last week as I prepared to preach.  In John 20:22 we read that 
“When Jesus had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.’”  One way that the church has misinterpreted 
Jesus’s words is by insisting that the church in all times and places has the 
authority to forgive sins.  This is a gross misinterpretation of ecclesial authority 
and has done untold damage not only to those who have turned to the church 
for safety and reconciliation but also to churches that have abused their power.   
 
Instead, Paul Duke suggests, Jesus is “summing up what it means to be sent 
into the world as God sent him.”  If John the Baptist identifies Jesus as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the ongoing mission of the 
church is to proclaim that forgiveness and to embody it in both the way the 
church lives together and in the way it reaches out in forgiveness to the rest of 
the world. Gail O’Day puts it another way, “The faith community’s mission…
is not the be the arbiter of right or wrong, but to bear unceasing witness to the 
love of God in Jesus.”  In my own notes I wrote, “If the world does not 
experience God’s love and forgiveness, then the church has not done its work.” 
 
Rather than see ourselves as responsible for judging, shaming, and closing the 
doors on those who choose to enter into relationship with God, what if we were 
to see ourselves as responsible for revealing the compassionate and inestimable 
love of God for the world? 
 

As such we are God’s Easter people, 
 

Mary Beth 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/church-media/live-stream
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/church-media/live-stream


RECORD OF LOYALTY  (4/11/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  166 
In Person Worship   126 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2021 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $9,044.81 
Needed to Date  $235,428.60 
Received to Date $208,070.61 
 
Communion Offering  
  World Hunger $175.00

“When In Our Music God Is Glorified” 
 

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all 
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or 

ever you had formed the earth and the word, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God.” 

Psalm 90:1-2 
  

One of the most prolific hymns ever written comes from 
this poignant scripture. This hymn is a grand retelling of 
Psalm 90; it transcends time and space. When first 
published, this hymn contained nine verses. John Wesley 
edited the text in his 1738 hymnal Psalms and Hymns. 
Isaac Watts, the writer of this hymn, reminds us that our 
God is everlasting, our help, our hope, our home forever. 
These words give us much comfort that we are not alone. 
Although these words bring us comfort, they do not 
simply dismiss all our fears and anxieties. Those are still 
very real. However, these words are a gentle reminder 
that God is with us through our trials. God never leaves 
us. Our God withstands the storms of life and tests of 
time. As we journey this life together with many 
unknowns ahead of us, we can rest assured that God goes 
before us, showing us the path. 
  

Under the shadow of Thy throne  
still may we dwell secure; 

sufficient is Thine arm alone,  
and our defense is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood  
or earth received her frame, 

from everlasting Thou art God, 
 to endless years the same. 

 
Hope to see you at  church, 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Dakota 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY  FUND 
 

In Memory of: Given by: 
Bill Acred Ralph and Serena Henson 
Howard Black Janie Putman 
 
 

 
 

LIFELINE BLOODMOBILE 
AT FIRST CHURCH 

The Lifeline Bloodmobile is at 
the First United Methodist 

Church on the third Thursday of each month.  It will be 
parked by the Troy entrance on the upper parking lot.  
 
You can give blood on the third Thursday of each month 
from 12 noon - 6 pm. 
   

...Mrs. Cynthia Hook and family due to 
the recent death of her brother, Howard 
Black. 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
Year-to-date contribution statements are going out, mostly 
by email. If you do not have an email on file, your 
statement will automatically be sent in the mail. If you do 
not receive yours, please let Melinda or Karen know. We 
will be glad to print one for you. 

LAKESHORE SUMMER CAMP 
While you are looking forward to the warm days of 
summer and making plans for your children’s activities, 
don’t forget our United Methodist camp, Lakeshore. 
Lakeshore is for kids from seven-years-old through 
Senior High School. There are also specialty camps. For 
years, Dyersburg FUMC has encouraged our kids to 
attend Lakeshore by paying $100 toward the camp fee. 
This year, the church will pay $200 of each of our 
camper’s fees. Those of you whose child attended 
Lakeshore last year have received registration forms and 
camp information in the mail. You can go to 
lakeshorecamp.org for more information. 



KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

Upcoming Dates: 
4/18 - UMYF, 6-7 pm 
4/21 - Dayspring, 6:30-7:30 pm 
 
 In UMYF we are going through our Afterlife 
study. Our study focuses on what happened to 
three individuals that knew Jesus - after the 
resurrection. 
 

 Last week we talked about John and how in John 1 he 
writes that what he learned  from the cross is that God is 
a God of love.  
 
 This week we are talking about Mary Magdalene. As a 
woman in ministry, I really enjoy the stats we have on 
her. Mary appears in all four gospels, and all four say 
she was the first person to see Jesus’ post resurrection. 
If last week was all about how John was loved, this 
week is all about how Mary matters. She is an important 
person in the story of Jesus, and the early church. 
Mary’s story matters, Mary matters, and she was an 
invaluable part of the task Jesus left for us to do. 
 
 Key word: Us. We matter too. We are living in this 
post—Easter world, and we have a purpose and are part 
of how God is working in the world. Not only are we 
loved, but we are important people in God’s ministry. 
Every single one of us. No matter our profession, or 
social circles, or confidence in carrying out this grand 
mission - we matter. We weren’t meant to inherit the 
church, we were meant to BE the church. Most of us 
can think of some people that really mattered in our 
faith walk, and we get to be that person for others. 

 
Peace,  
Emily 

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

 
(Birth-5yr) Week 2 Lesson Recap: 
Story Focus: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. Week 
two is one we tell as a continuation of the Easter story. 
Can you imagine what the disciples felt when they saw 
Jesus standing on the shore after they thought He was 
gone? Before they knew it, they were sitting around a fire 
eating the breakfast Jesus had cooked for them. Jesus is 
really alive, and He wanted to make sure His friends 
knew He is alive and that He is going to be their friend 
forever. That’s what we want preschoolers to know—
Jesus is alive and He wants to be their friend forever too! 
 
(K-6th) WEEK 2 Lesson Recap: 
In week two, we look closer at something else Paul wrote 
in Colossians 3:15: "Let the peace that Christ gives rule 
in your hearts. As parts of one body, you were appointed 
to live in peace. And be thankful.” (NIrV) Because Jesus 
made peace with us, we can turn around and show that 
same peace to others. Bottom Line: We can make peace 
with others. When God made peace with us through 
Jesus, God showed us that peace with others is possible. 
This doesn’t mean that it will be easy, but peace is worth 
the effort it takes to make it. We pray that kids will 
discover the ways they can live at peace with the people 
in their life. 
  
  
KidMin Schedule: 
April 18 - Children's Church, Blankets, Sunday School 
April 25 - Children's Church, Blankets, Sunday School 
May 2 - Children's Church, Blankets, Sunday School 
May 9 - Children's Church, Blankets, Sunday School 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
Saturday, April 24, 10:00 am  

Mini-Mission Blitz 
 

Wednesday, April 28, 5:30 pm  
Wednesday Night Fellowship Food Trucks on Elm 
outside Fellowship Hall 

NEW MEMBERS 
This past Sunday we welcomed Evan Thompson and 

Lizzie Henry  as professing members of our congregation 
Evan was confirmed and Lizzie  received the sacrament 

of Holy Baptism.  
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Sunday, April 18, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Easter  

 
Acts 3:12-19 

Psalm 4 
1 John  3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-48 
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 
preaching 

 
 

 

Hospitality Corner         
 
 
 

From the Evangelism Team 

Welcoming others is central to our mission to follow 
Jesus.  It requires devoting everything we have to the 
cause. Biblical hospitality is everyone’s responsibility…
not just ushers and greeters.  

WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT FUMC 
 

 
Sunday 8:30 am Worship  
 9:15 am   Ages & Stages Class - Chapel 
  Koinonia Class - Classroom 
  Sellers Class - Classroom 
  Sojourners Class - Classroom 
 10:00 am  Worship 
 6:00 pm  Blankets - FH 
  UMYF 
 
Tuesday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 
Monday 5:30 pm   Zoom Bible Study 
  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
 6:30 pm   Church Council 
 

Wednesday 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 Noon Midday Prayer (Facebook) 
 6:30 pm Dayspring  
 8:00 pm Evening Prayer Service 

(Facebook)   
 

Thursday 9:30 am Yoga - FLC 
 12:30 pm Community Assistance 
 5:30 pm  Pickleball - FLC Gym 
 6:30 pm Covenant Bible Study - FH  

FUMC FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR APRIL 
 

Saltine crackers, grape jelly, peanut 
butter, canned chicken breasts, and soap 
 

 

 
Louise  Hendrix 
Janie Stafford 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Sheila Edwards 
Joann Lewis   
Marty Jasper 
Eddie Anderson  
Gerry Lovell 
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Patti Hill - Dakota Hill’s grandmother 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
           1200 N. Parkway 
           Jackson, TN  38305 

 Hospital and Recently Ill 


