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The Word 

Pastoral Thoughts Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC, 
 
I knew nothing about Bruce until last summer when a group of us from 
Dyersburg FUMC went to the Bruce Community Center to participate in the 
Community Changer event in conjunction with the Dyersburg Police 
Department.  It was such a joy to meet Larry Williams and to hear him share 
about the history of Bruce.   
 
I got the chance to see Larry again last Friday at the Dyersburg State 
Community College Martin Luther King Junior Luncheon.  Dr. Karen Bowyer 
allowed me the honor of offering the invocation at the event, but the pleasure 
was all mine as I got to hear Thomas Frost sing “Give Me Jesus” and Yolanda 
Harris share about her experience of growing up in the Bruce community.  It 
was clear from the stories she told and from her own testimony that the 
community of Bruce was, and still is, a force for good in Dyersburg. 
 
I was so inspired that I decided to join the NAACP’s Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial march from Bruce, but in the end, I gave in to my unreformed 
instincts and decided to skip the march altogether.  Apparently others had the 
same instincts because the march from Bruce turned out to be a drive from 
Bruce.  But the marchers who began in Future City were hardy souls and 
appeared at the Pocket Park at 11:00 am sharp.  We were cold and damp, but it 
was worth it.  Rev. James Moseley from Love in Truth Kingdom Fellowship 
preached the word, and he was followed by NAACP president Pastor Tiffany 
Boyd who praised God for the gifts of women in the community.   
 
The celebration was marked by joy and fellowship and friendship, and I am so 
grateful that I was there.  Plus, I got to see Larry again!  This MLK weekend 
has been such a blessing and a reminder of who we are called to be as God’s 
children.  I hope that next year you’ll join the celebration! 

 
With hope for us all! 

 
Mary Beth 
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SUNDAY,  JANUARY 15 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

To ensure you receive the church’s e-mails, especially 
if you have a gmail account, please add 
noreply@shelbynextchms.com to your email address 
book and/or your trusted email list. This will help 
keep it from getting blocked or going to spam and 
junk mail.  Food Pantry Needs for January  

Saltine crackers 
Chili 

Mac & cheese 
Canned fruit 

mailto:noreply@shelbynextchms.com


RECORD OF LOYALTY (1/15/23) 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  175 
In Person Worship  180 
Sunday School 80 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2023 TBD 
Weekly Needs TBD 
Weekly Giving  $6,734.50 
Needed to Date  TBD 
Received to Date $21,702.50 

Dear Parents,  
 

Hello! I want to remind you about the study we’re doing 
in Sunday School on teaching our students the big-picture 
story of the Bible. It’s a 52-week Bible study called The 
Thread, and this week was lesson 2. The lesson was 
entitled “Creation And The Creation Of Man and 
Woman.” In this lesson, we helped students learn the 
unique role humans have in the overall story of God’s 
creation, and helped them understand Jesus’ role in 
creation. Your teenager was challenged to grasp the great 
value he or she has as a person created specifically by 
God. We looked at the following Scripture 
passages: Genesis 1 - Genesis 2:3 and John 1:1-5. 
  

Next Steps . . .  
During the next week as you have time to talk with your 
teenager, remember that one way to help him or her 
understand and apply what he or she has learned is to talk 
about it with someone else. Use the following questions 
to guide your conversation: 
 

-What do you remember about this week’s Bible study 
lesson? What stood out? 
-How should it make us feel that God could have very 
easily created a world without you or me in it? What does 
it say about our lives that God wanted us to be a part of 
His creation? 
-Is there work we need to do as a family to be better 
stewards of God’s creation? What can we do to become 
better at seeing value in all of God’s creation (including 
other people)?  
 

Upcoming Events:  
January 29th: Youth Sunday (If I haven't contacted you 
about a part and you want to be involved let me know!)  
February 4th: Party Until Midnight Lock In 
 

Blessings,  
Lenae 

       by Lenae Baldwin

Do you find yourself 
looking for something to 
do on Monday evenings? 
Why not join us for an 
online Bible study 
through Zoom meetings. 
There are lots of 

questions and discussion along with a prayer list. We 
started with Acts 1:1-14 this past Monday, January 9.  
Call Nancy Hardin to join or for more information, (731) 
285-1148. 

We would love for you, your friends/family, small group, 
class, etc. to join us as Concession Stand teams, Devotion 
Leaders, and even Referees if you're interested and able. 
We're excited for our 13th Season and we hope you will 
pray about being a part of it! 
 
Sign up at https://min.link/8nB 
 
Game Schedule 
1/21  9 am, 10 am, 11 am      
1/28  9 am, 10 am, 11 am      
2/4  9 am, 10 am, 11 am      
2/11  9 am, 10 am, 11 am 
2/18  9 am, 10 am, 11 am 
2/25  9 am, 10 am, 11 am 
2/26  Season Celebration 2 pm in the Family Life Center 

Join us in welcoming Christine 
Martin to our congregation. She has 
recently joined our church by letter 
of transfer. When you see Christine, 
please show her a big FUMC 
welcome! 

NEW TITLE, SAME TALENT  

As of January 16, 2023, Kathy Kail has a new title.  She 
is now our Choir Director.  This means that she will be 
with us on Sunday mornings to provide our worship 
music and lead the Parish Choir.  She will also work with 
the children during their Sunday School time in the 
weeks leading up to Easter and Christmas.  If you are 
interested in joining the Parish Choir, they will be 
rehearsing several Sundays each month immediately after 
worship.  Let Kathy know to expect you. 

https://min.link/8nB


The January - February Upper Rooms are 
in! Please remember to save and recycle 
your  previous devotional. Bring it with you 
when you pick up your new devotional. 
Both can be dropped and picked up in the 
Connect Center. 

Dear Church Family - 

It has been said that there are over one 
million words in the English language. 
You would think that with so many 
choices, a person wouldn’t have any 

trouble at all finding the word or words to express any 
given thought. Even so, I am at a loss for the right words 
to express how grateful I am for your prayers, your acts 
of kindness and your well-wishes during my recent 
illness and hospitalizations. Through your concern, you 
have shared not only your love but the love of Christ. I 
am humbled and honored to be a part of such a loving 
congregation. I covet your continued prayers for my full 
recovery. 

In the love of Christ, 
J Dan Gullett   

HELLO! 
 
This Week’s Schedule: 
1/22 Sunday School, Children's Church, Blankets 
1/25 NO Wednesday Pickup (Will start in February) 
  
Needs: 
- Looking for volunteers to help with teaching the kids 
during Sunday School, Children's Church, Blankets, 
and Wednesday Pickups 
- Looking for willing individuals who'd be interested in 
helping to be on an Advisory Committee for KidMin 
  
Resources: 
 Check out the Resource cart in the Foyer by the 

Coffee for many books and activities for you, your 
kids, and families. 

 Book of the Month: Becoming Better 
 Grownups by Brad Montague 

 Website/Podcast of the Month: parentcue.org 

  by Tori Armstrong 

 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 
For 2023-2024 School Year 

Registration for church members 
began January 17. Registration for 
currently enrolled students begins 
on January 23. Registration will be 
opened to the public on  January 
30. 

Registration forms are available at the preschool and 
online at https://fumcdyersburg.com/connect/preschool. 
 
Students should have their birthday by August 15, 2023, 
to register for the 2023-2024 School Year. 

Do you enjoy games, fun, Friends, and 
food? We will have a lock-in for youth (7th 
- 12th grade) on February 4th! This is going 
to be a super fun night and a great 
opportunity to invite friends. Sign up 
here! https://min.link/AaA  

  

Adults, we will need lots of help with this event. We will 
have three shifts; shift A is 4:30 - 6 pm,  shift B is 6 - 9 
pm and shift C is 9 - 12 pm. If the last shift can help with 
clean-up, lots of hands make light work. If you want to 
work a shift please text me and let me know. Thank you!  
*You must be safe sanctuary trained. 

New Year, New Choir Opportunities! 
The Parish Choir will meet twice a month (usually 2nd and 
4th Sundays) on Sundays after church in the chapel.  This 
opens up our rehearsals to anyone who would like to 
consider joining us.  Our next rehearsal will be January 
22.  We would especially like to invite our high school 
students to join us (Grades 9 – 12).  We have fun and 
learn a few new tunes to share with our congregation.  
Please consider joining us in this new year!  
Also, let me take this opportunity to thank you all for 
making me feel so welcome.  I have some of the sweetest 
compliments each week.   

 Kathy K. 

by Kathy Kail 

https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-Better-Grownups-Rediscovering-Remembering/dp/0525537848
https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-Better-Grownups-Rediscovering-Remembering/dp/0525537848
http://parentcue.org/
https://fumcdyersburg.com/connect/preschool
https://min.link/AaA
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 
Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalms 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians  1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday School 
9:45 am First Cup Fellowship 

10:15 am Worship 
Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 

 preaching 

In order to keep our teams informed about persons 
you’ve requested prayer for, please send updates every 

three weeks.  
 

*Please continue to remember the Home Bound. 
 

Amy Pope McIntosh - Steven Parker’s cousin 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Andrea Young Pope - Steven Parker’s Mom 
Patty Kleber - Marty Jasper’s Niece 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Jimmy Wilkes 
Jerry Brewer 
Cindy Taylor 
Patti Hill 
Lorna Donaldson 

Hospital and Recently Ill 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
Family Life Center Walking Track is available Monday - 
Friday, 8:30 am - 4 pm. To gain access to the building 
call the church office at 285-6454, when you get to the 
FLC. 

What if it is the hope of the Holy 
Spirit to lead us to greater diversity 
rather than less? 

Hospitality Corner 
From the Evangelism Team 

CALENDAR YEAR STARTS NEW 
Now is the time to start looking at your calendar and 
thinking about what you have coming up this year at the 
church. Please don’t wait until after your group or event 
meets to get on the calendar. This prevents overlapping of 
events and meetings happening at the same time in the 
same place at the church. Please call or email Karen in the 
church office with your upcoming events or meeting 
schedules. 
731-285-6454 or kkesterson@fumcdyersburg.com. 


