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The Word 

Pastoral thoughts 
Mary Beth Bernheisel, Senior Pastor 

Our Mission Statement 

To Know, Love, Share,  
and Serve Christ 

 
Our Vision Statement 

We seek to love God above 
everything and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

Our Values 

Hospitality, Outreach, Loving, 
Tradition, Community, Teaching, 

Family 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 
VIDEO RECORDER 

David Wagner 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
FROM ANYWHERE 

Our Sunday morning service is 
viewable each Sunday morning 
at 10:15 am from our church’s 
webpage at https://
www.fumcdyersburg.com/media 
or our Facebook page at 
Dyersburg First United 
Methodist Church. You can also 
watch previous sermons on either 
site.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

9:00 A.M. 
Seekers Class  - Seekers classroom 

Sellers Class - Sellers classroom 
Sojourners Class - Sojourners 

classroom 
All Ages & Stages Class-

Classroom 204  
 All Ages and Stages Class is 

designed for all adults. 
 

9:15 am Koinonia Class - 
Koinonia classroom 

Dear Dyersburg FUMC Family, 
 
I am so grateful for all of you and for the opportunity to serve you and serve with 
you in this new year!  
 
Our Church Council and ministry teams will join together on January 15 for a 
Leadership Retreat, which I pray will be just the beginning of a season in which 
we faithfully listen for God’s call on our congregation and in which we follow 
God into all the places where God is leading us.  We have been exceedingly 
blessed with financial resources, physical resources, and human resources to do 
all that God is asking of us, and I trust that our leadership will be faithful in 
answering God’s call.   
 
I want to remind you that if you do not feel comfortable attending worship in 
person, we hope that you will still join us for worship virtually either on our 
website or on our Facebook page.  If you do choose to worship with us in person, 
please feel welcome to wear a mask and sit close to the front of the sanctuary, 
which tends to be less populated than areas further back. We still have individual 
communion packets available if you would prefer not to receive at the rail. Also 
as we remember our baptisms this week in worship, you will find bowls of water 
around the sanctuary where you can remember your baptism if you are 
uncomfortable coming to the front of the sanctuary. 
 
In worship on January 16, we will welcome and bless our 2022 church 
leadership, and on January 23 we will welcome Rev. Sam Chambers to the 
pulpit.  Sam is the Director of the Wesley Foundation at UT Martin and a gifted 
preacher, and I am looking forward to having him among us.  On January 30 our 
youth will be leading worship with the help of Emily Sprunger, so I hope that 
you will be present to support them and be blessed by their gifts. 
 

Praying for the Spirit to abide with us in all we say and do, 
 

Mary Beth 

https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media
https://www.fumcdyersburg.com/media


RECORD OF LOYALTY  (01/02/22) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  193 
In Person Worship  119  
Sunday School 39 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 TBA 
Weekly Needs TBA 
Weekly Giving  $6,837.00 
Needed to Date  TBA 
Received to Date  $6,837.00 
 
Communion Offering 
  Lakeshore Scholarships $827.00 

 

“When In Our Music God is Glorified” 
  

Praise to the Lord,  
the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him,  
for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear;  
now to his temple draw near, 

join me in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord!  
O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, 
come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen  
sound from his people again; 

gladly forever adore him. 
-Joachim Neander 

translated by Catherine Winkworth 
 
The text of this great hymn of praise is loosely based on 
Psalm 103: 1-6 and Psalm 150, but it pulls on imagery of 
praise from throughout the psalms. First written in five 
stanzas in German and published in 1680 by Joachim 
Neander, the first three verses of the original text were 
translated in 1863 by Catherine Winkworth. The fourth 
and fifth verses were translated anonymously. Each stanza 
addresses a different aspect of the nature of God: creator, 
sovereign, defender and befriender, refuge, and protector. 
The last psalm in the Bible, Psalm 150, ends with this 
invitation: “Let everything that has breath praise the 
LORD. Praise the LORD.” German composer Joachim 
Neander gave us words to do just that when he wrote his 
most well-known hymn, “Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty.” Hymnologist John Julian declares this to be “a 
magnificent hymn of praise to God, perhaps the finest 
production of its author, and of the first rank in its 

class” (Dictionary of Hymnology). And indeed, this is a 
hymn that has stood the test of time (over 300 years) to 
remain one of the most beloved praise hymns in the 
Church. As we sing these words, we join with the voices, 
in many languages, of millions who have gone before us, 
and those across the globe, to sing these great words of 
thanksgiving and honor to the God who created us, 
protects us, and befriends us. 

 
-Shared from hymnary.org 

 
            Grace,  

Dakota 

The 2021 contribution statements will be 
mailed out or emailed before the end of 

January. Make sure you wait to file your 
2021 income tax return until you receive 

the statement. 

RECORD OF LOYALTY  (12/26/21) 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Online Worship  677 
In Person Worship  90  
Sunday School 31 
 
OFFERING   
Approved Budget, 2022 $816,152.49 
Weekly Needs $15,695.24 
Weekly Giving  $18,183.81 
Needed to Date  $816,152.49 
Received to Date  $1,099,142.83 
 
Communion Offering December Total 
  Pastor’s Discretionary  Fund $6,100.00 

For Mrs. Carol Lovell and family 
on the death of her husband Gerry  
who died Monday, January 3.Gerry  
had been a church member since 
1993. 

Justin Schroeder and family on the 
death of  Justin’s father, Thomas 
Schroeder, who died on Monday, 
January 3. 



KidMin Korner 
by Tori Armstrong 

21 Things We Learned in 2021 
                                                by Holly Crawshaw 
The year 2021 brought with it the realization that very 
few of the things that made 2020 so tedious and dread-
filled would actually change if I didn’t change, too. I 
realized that the world will always shake, rattle, and roll, 
but if my character has its roots dug deeply enough into 
the good stuff, I won’t be emotionally leveled by another 
pandemic (GOD ACTUALLY FORBID), chronic 
anxiety, or depression again. Sure, I’ll bend to the wind 
of extreme circumstances, but never again do I want to 
be ruled by my fears and emotions as much as I was in 
2020. 
Read More: https://theparentcue.org/21-things-we-
learned-in-2021/ 
  
Upcoming KidMin Events 
1/5 - Kid's Quest - 6:30-7:30pm 
1/9 - Blankets - 5:00-7:00pm 
1/12 - Kid's Quest - 6:30-7:30pm 
  
KidMin is going to have a PHENOMENAL year this 
2022!  
If you want to be a part of KidMin this year, there are 
many ways for your gifts to shine, and all you need to do 
is to let Tori know at tfrazier@fumcdyersburg.com. 

- - - Joining KidMin activities/events will provide 
blessings to you and the kids involved, wonderful 

memories for everyone, and opportunities to grow your 
own faith  by helping kids understand their faith journey. 

- - - 
  

 Peace & Grace 
Tori Armstrong 

Director of Children's Ministry 
FUMC Dyersburg 

 Phone: 731-285-6454 

 
Upcoming Dates 

January 9th- UMYF, 5-7pm 
January 12th- Dayspring, 6:30-7:30pm 

January 16th- UMYF, 5-7pm 
January 19th- Dayspring, 6:30-7:30pm 
January 30th- Youth Sunday, 10:15am 

January 30th- UMYF, 5-7pm 
  
I have always had an internal conflict when it comes 
to New Year’s Resolutions. I find beginnings and 

endings very poetically enjoyable. Be it when one year 
ends and another begins or sun rise and sunset. I generally 
enjoy finding something very beautiful about the whole 
cycle of ending and beginning. In the ending, it leads us 
to find peace with the closure and letting go of the day, or 
the mistakes, or the difficult year (2021). The beginning 
brings promises of new, the promise that once again the 
new has come, we get a new start, and we can finally do 
better and be better. 
I don’t find resolutions to be very poetic though. We try 
hard, we struggle, and then it’s May- and no it’s no longer 
a new year resolution. When we start, it’s a goal. In 
thoughts, resolutions are beautifully packaged with 
dreams of a freeing future that someday we’ll look back 
to see where we started and where we ended and feel at 
peace. However, the before and after comparison is so 
much more work than the final image.  
One of the places in scripture where I find my desire for a 
poetic end and beginning is in Genesis 32 and 33. It is 
when Jacob has to internally prepare to meet his brother 
Esau, the brother he betrayed and from whom he stole his 
father’s blessing. The reaction Jacob receives from Esau 
is not the one he expects. Instead, Genesis 33:4 says, “But 
Esau ran up to meet him, threw his arms around his neck, 
kissed him, and they wept.” 
After all the rivalry, the battle, the fallout, and the 
anxiety, the two brothers reunite with the one betrayed 
greeting his former rival in complete love. This year I 
want my resolution to be more comfortable with 
resolving. I want to be able to resolve spite and broken 
relationships, to resolve internal conflicts, to resolve my 
doubts and fears, and to be able to let go of what once 
was and welcome in what's beckoning me to move 
forward. I encourage you this week to say goodbye to 
2021 and welcome  2022 and to  find where God is 
calling you to reconcile, to let go, and to walk into new 
beginnings.  

 C O R N E R  by Emily Sprunger Y
O 
U 
T 
H 

 

 

https://theparentcue.org/author/holly-crawshaw/
https://theparentcue.org/21-things-we-learned-in-2021/
https://theparentcue.org/21-things-we-learned-in-2021/
mailto:tfrazier@fumcdyersburg.com
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Send form #3579 to The Word, P.O.Box 452, Dyersburg, TN 38025, FUMC 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

 
Isaiah 43:1-7 

Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

Rev. Dr. Mary Beth Bernheisel, 
preaching 

 
 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Honor of: Given by: 
DHS Class of 1968 Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
FUMC Church Staff Alyce Ann Lecklitner 
Jan Taylor Kelt Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Janie Putman Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
 
 
In Memory of: Given by: 
Kate Copeland Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Edgar Cox Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Carol Hendren Disney Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Kathleen Gauldin Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Rev. Willis Gilliland Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Robert and Ora Lee Jones Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Rev. Dr. Reginald Mallett Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
Joe Street Sojourners Sunday School Class 
Joseph and Mary Togni Teresa Togni Papadimitriou 
 

GENERAL FUND 
In Honor of: Given by: 
Matthew Brown, Dakota Hill Aleece Jackson 
 and Karen Kesterson 
 
In Memory of: Given by: 
All the Saints gone before us Aleece Jackson 
in 2021 

     MEMORIALS/HONORARIUMS 

Harold James, 15 Deer Creek Cove, Jackson, TN 38305 
Lorna Donaldson 
Beth Dearing Ellis 
Jerry and Carolyn Cooper - Bells Nursing and Rehab. 
 Center, 213 Herndon Drive, Room 218, Bells, 
 TN 38006 
Jake Gold - Ginny Acree’s nephew 
Clement Vo - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s cousin 
Alinda Sledge - friend of Sally Maddox 
Bill Jordan 
Nancy Johnson - Tammy Jowers’ mother 
Robin Day - Brenda  Enoch’s daughter 
Harold Hardy - Elaine McCormick’s brother, hospital,                                         

 Cummings, GA 
Dorothy Avison  - Maple Ridge Assisted Living  
John Hall - Mary Beth Bernheisel’s father 
June Palmer - Morningside of Jackson Rm. 211 
 1200 N. Parkway, Jackson, TN  38305 
Holmes & Sue Moore - Delores Jones' sister & brother- 

  in-law 
Tori Armstrong’s step-dad 
LoAnn Burgess - Deb Lowrance’s sister-in-law 
Penny Garner’s Aunt Linda and Uncle S.W. 
Faye Hardy 
Nellie Pike 
Joann Lewis   
Eddie Anderson  
Bill Troy 
Jack Troy 
Joe Campbell 

Hospital and Recently Ill Hospitality Corner  
 

From the Evangelism Team 
When a community of believers shares biblical 
hospitality, loving and welcoming others in the sanctuary 
as God does, it gives people a taste of the kingdom of 
God. 


